
harvey and goudvis strategies that work

harvey and goudvis strategies that work have become essential tools for educators aiming to improve
students’ reading comprehension and critical thinking skills. These strategies, developed by Anne Harvey
and Cheryl Goudvis, focus on teaching students how to think deeply about texts and engage actively with
reading materials. By implementing these methods, educators can foster a richer understanding of content
and support learners in becoming more proficient readers. This article explores the core components of
Harvey and Goudvis strategies that work, highlighting their practical applications, benefits, and how they
can be integrated into diverse classroom settings. Readers will gain insights into specific techniques such as
questioning, visualizing, inferring, and summarizing, all designed to enhance critical literacy. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of these strategies, their theoretical foundations, and
actionable steps for effective implementation.
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Understanding Harvey and Goudvis Strategies
Harvey and Goudvis strategies that work are rooted in the belief that comprehension is an active, dynamic
process requiring students to interact with the text thoughtfully. These strategies prioritize metacognition,
encouraging readers to monitor their understanding and use specific tools to make sense of complex
materials. Anne Harvey and Cheryl Goudvis identify seven key comprehension strategies that form the
foundation of their approach, each designed to develop critical thinking and independent reading skills.
Their work emphasizes the importance of teaching students not only to decode words but also to construct
meaning, ask questions, and connect ideas.

Theoretical Foundations
The strategies developed by Harvey and Goudvis are grounded in cognitive and constructivist learning
theories. They focus on fostering active engagement with text through strategies that promote higher-



order thinking skills. By teaching students to visualize, question, infer, determine importance, synthesize,
summarize, and monitor comprehension, learners build a toolkit that supports lifelong reading success. This
approach aligns with research indicating that strategic readers use multiple interrelated skills to understand
and evaluate texts effectively.

Seven Core Strategies Overview
The following seven strategies are the cornerstone of Harvey and Goudvis’s work:

Visualizing: Creating mental images to enhance understanding.

Questioning: Generating inquiries that deepen engagement with the text.

Inferring: Drawing conclusions based on textual evidence and reasoning.

Determining Importance: Identifying key ideas and essential information.

Synthesizing: Combining new information with prior knowledge to form new understanding.

Summarizing: Condensing information to capture main points.

Monitoring Comprehension: Recognizing when understanding breaks down and employing fix-up
strategies.

Core Comprehension Strategies
Each of the Harvey and Goudvis strategies that work is designed to target specific cognitive processes
involved in reading comprehension. Understanding these strategies in detail enables educators to support
students effectively in developing comprehensive literacy skills.

Visualizing
Visualizing involves encouraging students to create vivid mental images based on textual descriptions. This
strategy helps readers connect emotionally and intellectually with the text, making abstract or complex
information more accessible. It supports memory retention and aids in understanding narrative elements,
settings, and character emotions.



Questioning
Questioning prompts readers to engage critically by asking who, what, where, when, why, and how
questions. This active inquiry fosters curiosity and drives readers to seek deeper meaning. Effective
questioning can also guide discussions, enhance analytical thinking, and clarify confusing content.

Inferring
Inferring requires readers to read between the lines and use clues from the text along with their
background knowledge to draw conclusions. This strategy cultivates critical thinking and helps students
understand implicit messages, author’s intent, and nuances in the text.

Determining Importance
This strategy teaches students to distinguish between essential information and less relevant details. By
focusing on key ideas, students learn to prioritize content, which improves summarization skills and overall
comprehension.

Synthesizing
Synthesizing involves combining new information gained from the text with existing knowledge to create
a new understanding or perspective. It encourages integration and reflection, helping readers to see
connections and develop a holistic view of the content.

Summarizing
Summarizing helps students distill information into concise statements that capture the main points. This
skill is critical for comprehension checks, note-taking, and effective communication of learned content.

Monitoring Comprehension
Monitoring comprehension teaches readers to be aware of their understanding during reading. When
confusion arises, students use fix-up strategies such as rereading, using context clues, or asking for help.
This self-regulation supports independent learning and resilience.



Implementing Strategies in the Classroom
Applying harvey and goudvis strategies that work in educational settings requires thoughtful planning and
consistent practice. Effective implementation involves explicit instruction, modeling, guided practice, and
gradual release of responsibility to students.

Explicit Teaching and Modeling
Teachers must demonstrate each strategy clearly, showing students how to apply it in different reading
contexts. Modeling think-alouds, where instructors verbalize their thought process, helps students
internalize these comprehension techniques.

Guided and Independent Practice
After modeling, students should engage in guided practice with teacher support, followed by independent
application. This scaffolding process ensures mastery and confidence in using the strategies autonomously.

Integrating Strategies Across Subjects
Harvey and Goudvis strategies that work are versatile and can be incorporated into various content areas
beyond language arts, such as science, social studies, and mathematics. Cross-curricular integration reinforces
skills and promotes comprehensive literacy development.

Using Graphic Organizers
Graphic organizers are valuable tools to support strategy instruction. They help students organize thoughts,
track questions, visualize inferences, and summarize information effectively.

Benefits of Harvey and Goudvis Strategies
The adoption of harvey and goudvis strategies that work yields numerous benefits for students, educators,
and educational outcomes. These advantages extend beyond improved reading comprehension to overall
academic success.

Enhanced Critical Thinking
By engaging with texts through multiple lenses, students develop higher-order thinking skills that are



transferable across disciplines and real-world situations.

Improved Reading Engagement
These strategies foster active participation and curiosity, increasing students’ motivation and enjoyment of
reading.

Greater Academic Achievement
Students proficient in these comprehension strategies tend to perform better on assessments, participate
more meaningfully in discussions, and demonstrate stronger writing skills.

Development of Independent Learners
Monitoring comprehension and self-regulation empower students to take ownership of their learning,
becoming confident and autonomous readers.

Challenges and Solutions in Application
Despite the proven efficacy of harvey and goudvis strategies that work, educators may encounter obstacles
when integrating them into instruction. Awareness of potential challenges and strategies to overcome them
ensures successful implementation.

Time Constraints
Teaching multiple strategies requires time, which can be limited in busy curricula. To address this,
educators can integrate strategies into existing lessons and focus on one or two strategies at a time for
mastery.

Student Resistance
Some students may resist new approaches or find abstract strategies difficult. Providing clear explanations,
modeling, and connecting strategies to students’ interests helps increase buy-in.



Varied Student Abilities
Differentiating instruction to meet diverse learning needs is essential. Using flexible grouping, scaffolds,
and varied materials ensures accessibility for all learners.

Maintaining Consistency
Consistency in strategy use across grade levels and subjects can be challenging but is critical for sustained
growth. Collaboration among educators and ongoing professional development support consistent
application.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main principles of Harvey and Goudvis' strategies that
work?
Harvey and Goudvis' strategies that work focus on teaching comprehension through active thinking, using
strategies like questioning, visualizing, inferring, and summarizing to help students become strategic
readers.

How do Harvey and Goudvis suggest teaching metacognition in reading?
They recommend explicitly modeling thinking processes during reading and encouraging students to be
aware of their own understanding and use strategies to monitor and fix comprehension breakdowns.

What role does questioning play in Harvey and Goudvis' strategies that
work?
Questioning is a key strategy to engage students in active reading, prompting them to think critically about
the text and deepen their understanding by asking and answering meaningful questions.

How can teachers implement Harvey and Goudvis' strategies in the
classroom?
Teachers can implement these strategies by modeling thinking aloud, guiding students through strategy
use, providing opportunities for practice, and fostering a collaborative learning environment.



What is the significance of visualizing in Harvey and Goudvis' reading
strategies?
Visualizing helps students create mental images of the text, which improves understanding and retention
by making abstract or complex ideas more concrete and memorable.

How do Harvey and Goudvis address the challenge of diverse learners in
their strategies?
Their strategies are adaptable and emphasize scaffolding, allowing teachers to tailor instruction to meet the
varying needs and skill levels of diverse learners.

What is the impact of summarizing in Harvey and Goudvis' strategies
that work?
Summarizing helps students distill essential information, reinforce comprehension, and improve their
ability to recall and communicate key ideas from texts.

How do Harvey and Goudvis incorporate collaboration in their strategies?
They encourage collaborative discussions and shared reading experiences where students can exchange
ideas, question each other, and build comprehension together.

What evidence supports the effectiveness of Harvey and Goudvis'
strategies that work?
Research and classroom studies have shown that their strategies improve reading comprehension,
engagement, and critical thinking skills among students across grade levels.

Additional Resources
1. Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and Engagement
This foundational book by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis explores effective strategies to improve
students' reading comprehension. It emphasizes teaching students how to think deeply about texts through
practical, research-based methods. The authors provide clear guidance on fostering engagement and critical
thinking in the classroom.

2. Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades
Focused on younger learners, this book offers strategies to help primary students develop strong
comprehension skills early on. Harvey and Goudvis share techniques that integrate meaning-making and



engagement with reading. It includes classroom-tested ideas to support teachers in nurturing thoughtful
readers from the start.

3. Strategies That Work, Grades 6-12: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and Engagement
This edition tailors Harvey and Goudvis’s strategies specifically for middle and high school students. The
book addresses the unique challenges adolescent readers face and presents adaptable tools for diverse content
areas. It aims to build critical thinking and deep comprehension for more mature learners.

4. Strategies That Work, K-5: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and Engagement
Designed for elementary educators, this book breaks down comprehension strategies into accessible steps
suitable for K-5 students. Harvey and Goudvis provide ideas for creating interactive and meaningful
reading experiences. The focus is on building foundational skills that promote lifelong reading engagement.

5. Comprehension & Collaboration: Inquiry Circles in Action
While focusing on inquiry-based learning, this book by Harvey and Goudvis complements their
comprehension strategies by emphasizing collaboration. It describes how students can engage in meaningful
discussions and group inquiry to deepen understanding. The text includes practical advice for
implementing inquiry circles in classrooms.

6. Reading Don’t Fix No Chevys: Literacy in the Lives of Young Men
Though not authored by Harvey and Goudvis, this book aligns with their emphasis on engagement and
motivation in literacy. It explores culturally responsive strategies to reach reluctant readers, particularly
young men. The work complements comprehension strategy instruction by addressing equity and access
in literacy education.

7. Notice and Note: Strategies for Close Reading
Co-authored by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst, this book supports the kind of thoughtful reading that
Harvey and Goudvis advocate. It offers specific signposts to help students analyze texts deeply. While not
by Harvey and Goudvis, it is a useful companion for educators implementing comprehension strategies.

8. Interactive Read-Alouds and Discussions: Using Literature to Build Comprehension
This resource highlights interactive reading strategies that align with the principles in Strategies That
Work. It focuses on read-aloud techniques and discussions that engage students in comprehension processes.
The book offers practical approaches for teachers seeking to enhance classroom literacy.

9. Teaching Reading in Small Groups: Differentiated Instruction for Building Strategic, Independent
Readers
By Jennifer Serravallo, this book complements Harvey and Goudvis’s work by focusing on small-group
instruction to target comprehension strategies. It provides tools for differentiating lessons to meet individual
student needs. The emphasis is on helping students become strategic and independent readers through
tailored support.
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