hamlet lesson 7 handout 9 decisions
decisions

hamlet lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions plays a crucial role in
understanding the complex themes and character motivations within
Shakespeare’s renowned tragedy, *Hamlet*. This particular lesson handout
focuses on the pivotal decisions made by the characters, especially Hamlet
himself, and how these choices drive the narrative forward. By analyzing
these decisions, students gain insight into the moral dilemmas, psychological
conflicts, and consequences that permeate the play. The handout encourages
critical thinking about cause and effect in literature, helping learners
connect character actions with broader thematic elements such as revenge,
loyalty, and fate. Additionally, it provides a structured approach to
dissecting scenes where decisive moments occur, making it an invaluable
resource for both teaching and studying *Hamlet*. This article explores the
key components of hamlet lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions, including
its objectives, major decisions analyzed, and practical applications for
classroom discussions.
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Overview of Hamlet Lesson 7 Handout 9 Decisions
Decisions

The hamlet lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions is designed to deepen
students’ comprehension of Shakespeare’s *Hamlet* by honing in on the
critical decisions that characters make throughout the play. This handout
emphasizes the significance of decision-making as a thematic and narrative
tool, encouraging learners to explore how choices influence character
development and plot progression. It typically includes excerpts from the
text, guiding questions, and analytical frameworks that highlight moments
where decisions alter the course of the story.

Through this handout, students are prompted to examine not only Hamlet’s
indecision and eventual actions but also the choices of other characters such
as Claudius, Gertrude, and Ophelia. The structured format of the handout



allows for systematic analysis, helping students identify motivations,
ethical considerations, and the repercussions of these decisions. This
approach fosters critical thinking and a deeper appreciation for
Shakespeare’s craftsmanship in portraying human complexity.

Objectives of the Handout

The primary objectives of the hamlet lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions
include:

e Encouraging detailed textual analysis focused on decision-making
moments.

e Developing students’ ability to interpret character motivations and
consequences.

e Enhancing engagement with the play’s themes through a decision-making
lens.

e Facilitating discussion and debate about moral and ethical dilemmas.

e Supporting the cultivation of analytical writing skills based on textual
evidence.

Key Decisions in Hamlet: Analysis and
Implications

Hamlet is a play fundamentally driven by decisions, many of which carry
profound implications for the characters and the narrative arc. The hamlet
lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions focuses on several of these critical
moments, exploring the complexity of Hamlet’'s choice to avenge his father,
Claudius's political and moral maneuvers, and other characters’ responses to
unfolding events.

Hamlet’'s Decision to Seek Revenge

One of the most significant decisions in the play is Hamlet’s commitment to
avenge his father’s murder. This decision sets the entire plot into motion
and raises questions about justice, morality, and the human condition. The
handout typically guides students to analyze Hamlet’s initial hesitation, the
factors contributing to his delay, and the eventual resolve to act.
Understanding this decision requires examining Hamlet’s internal conflict and
philosophical contemplations, such as those expressed in the famous “To be or
not to be” soliloquy.



Claudius’s Machinations and Decisions

Claudius, as the antagonist, makes several strategic decisions that affect
the kingdom and Hamlet’s fate. His choice to murder King Hamlet and
subsequently marry Gertrude demonstrates a complex mixture of ambition and
guilt. The handout encourages analysis of Claudius’'s decisions from both a
political and psychological perspective, highlighting his attempts to
maintain power and eliminate threats, including his decision to send Hamlet
to England with orders for his death.

Other Characters’ Critical Choices

Besides Hamlet and Claudius, other characters make pivotal decisions that
influence the story’s outcome. Gertrude’s choice to marry Claudius soon after
King Hamlet'’s death, Ophelia’s compliance with her father Polonius’s
instructions to distance herself from Hamlet, and Laertes’s decision to seek
revenge all contribute to the layered narrative. The handout enables students
to evaluate these choices in the context of loyalty, love, and honor.

Teaching Strategies Using the Handout

Implementing the hamlet lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions in the
classroom requires thoughtful strategies to maximize student engagement and
understanding. The handout serves as a framework for interactive lessons that
encourage close reading and collaborative analysis.

Guided Reading and Group Discussion

Teachers can utilize the handout to facilitate guided reading sessions where
students work through key scenes that involve critical decisions. Following
the reading, group discussions help students articulate their interpretations
and debate the motivations and consequences of the characters’ choices. This
collaborative environment fosters deeper insight and allows for diverse
perspectives to emerge.

Decision-Making Role Plays

Role-playing exercises based on the handout’s content provide an experiential
learning opportunity. Students assume the roles of Hamlet, Claudius,
Gertrude, or other characters and reenact decision-making scenarios. This
strategy helps students empathize with characters’ dilemmas and better
understand the weight of their decisions.



Analytical Writing Assignments

The handout’s questions and prompts can be adapted into essay topics or short
analytical writing assignments. Students can explore themes such as
indecision, revenge, and morality by citing textual evidence from the
handout. Writing tasks reinforce comprehension and critical thinking.

Benefits of Focusing on Decisions in Hamlet

Centering instruction on the theme of decisions, as facilitated by the hamlet
lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions, offers numerous educational benefits.
This focus enhances literary analysis skills and deepens thematic
understanding.

Enhanced Critical Thinking

Analyzing decisions requires students to evaluate causes, effects, and
ethical implications. This process sharpens logical reasoning and the ability
to synthesize information.

Deeper Character Understanding

Examining choices reveals characters’ complexities, motivations, and growth.
Students gain a more nuanced perspective beyond surface-level
interpretations.

Connection to Universal Themes

Decisions in *Hamlet* echo universal human experiences involving morality,
identity, and consequence. This thematic connection promotes empathy and
cultural literacy.

Practical Activities and Discussion Prompts

The hamlet lesson 7 handout 9 decisions decisions includes a variety of
activities and prompts designed to engage students actively with the text.

Sample Discussion Questions

e What motivates Hamlet’s delay in avenging his father’s death?

e How do Claudius’s decisions reflect his character and priorities?



e In what ways do Gertrude’s choices impact the unfolding tragedy?
e Can Hamlet’s hesitation be seen as a strength or a weakness? Why?

e How do the decisions of minor characters like Ophelia and Laertes
contribute to the play’s themes?

Suggested Classroom Activities

1. Decision Mapping: Create a flowchart tracing major decisions and their
consequences throughout the play.

2. Debate: Hold a debate on whether Hamlet should have acted sooner or
later in avenging his father.

3. Creative Writing: Write an alternative ending based on a different
decision made by Hamlet or Claudius.

4. Character Journals: Maintain journals from the perspective of key
characters focusing on their thought processes during decision-making.

5. Comparative Analysis: Compare Hamlet'’s decision-making with that of
other Shakespearean protagonists.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in Hamlet Lesson 7
Handout 9 'Decisions Decisions'?

The main theme explored is the complexity of decision-making and the
consequences of choices, particularly as they relate to Hamlet's internal
struggles and moral dilemmas.

How does Hamlet's indecision reflect in the
activities of Lesson 7 Handout 97

The handout highlights Hamlet's hesitation and overthinking, encouraging
students to analyze how his inability to make clear decisions drives the plot
and affects other characters.



What types of decisions are students asked to
analyze in Handout 9?

Students are asked to analyze critical decisions made by Hamlet and other
characters, such as whether to avenge his father's death, how to respond to
betrayal, and the impact of their choices on the storyline.

How does Handout 9 help students understand the
consequences of Hamlet's decisions?

Handout 9 includes scenarios and questions that prompt students to consider
the outcomes of Hamlet's choices, fostering a deeper understanding of cause
and effect within the play.

Are there any character comparisons included in the
'Decisions Decisions' handout?

Yes, the handout encourages comparing Hamlet's decision-making process with
other characters like Claudius and Laertes to highlight differing motivations
and consequences.

What skills does Lesson 7 Handout 9 aim to develop
in students?

The handout aims to develop critical thinking, textual analysis, and
decision-making skills by engaging students in evaluating characters' choices
and their ethical implications.

How can students apply the lessons from 'Decisions
Decisions' to real-life situations?

Students learn to recognize the complexity of decision-making, weigh pros and
cons, and consider consequences, which can help them make more thoughtful and
informed choices in their own lives.

Additional Resources

1. Hamlet: The Prince and His Decisions

This book explores the pivotal choices faced by Hamlet throughout
Shakespeare's play. It delves into the psychological and moral dilemmas that
shape his actions and the consequences that follow. Readers gain insight into
how Hamlet's indecision reflects broader themes of uncertainty and
responsibility.

2. Decisions, Decisions: Exploring Hamlet’s Moral Struggles
Focusing on the ethical challenges within Hamlet, this book analyzes key



moments where Hamlet must decide between duty, revenge, and personal values.
It offers a detailed look at how these decisions affect the trajectory of the
play and the characters around him. The book also encourages readers to
reflect on similar moral questions in their own lives.

3. Hamlet and the Art of Choice

This title examines the complexity of choice in Hamlet'’s narrative,
highlighting how every decision carries weight and ambiguity. The author
discusses Hamlet’s hesitation and its impact on the unfolding tragedy. The
book includes critical essays and discussion questions to deepen
understanding of decision-making in literature.

4. The Tragic Decisions of Hamlet

A comprehensive study of Hamlet’s most significant decisions, this book
traces the cause and effect of his actions. It offers a close reading of the
text to reveal how Hamlet'’s choices drive the play’s tragic ending. The
analysis is supported by historical context and interpretations from notable
scholars.

5. Decision-Making in Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Student’s Guide

Designed for students, this guide breaks down Hamlet’s decisions into
manageable segments for classroom discussion. It provides summaries,
character analyses, and exercises focused on understanding the consequences
of Hamlet'’s choices. The book also includes tips for writing essays on the
theme of decision-making.

6. Hamlet’s Dilemma: Decisions and Their Consequences

This work centers on the moments of hesitation and resolve that define
Hamlet’s character. It explores how his internal conflicts manifest through
his decisions and how these shape the narrative outcome. Readers are invited
to consider the broader implications of indecision in human experience.

7. Choices and Consequences in Hamlet

This book offers an in-depth look at the cause-and-effect relationship
between Hamlet’'s decisions and the play’s events. It discusses the interplay
between fate and free will, emphasizing how Hamlet'’s choices reflect his
personal and societal struggles. The text is enriched with critical
perspectives and contemporary relevance.

8. Understanding Hamlet: Decisions That Define a Tragedy

Aimed at helping readers grasp the significance of Hamlet’s decisions, this
book highlights the turning points that lead to the play’s climax. It
includes character studies and thematic explorations related to decision-
making. The book is suitable for both casual readers and students seeking a
clearer understanding of the tragedy.

9. Decision-Making and Ethics in Hamlet’s World

This book connects Hamlet’'s choices to broader ethical theories and
philosophical questions. It examines how Hamlet'’s decisions reflect the
tension between personal conscience and social obligation. The author
provides a thoughtful analysis of the moral complexities faced by Hamlet and



their relevance today.
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