guided reading activity 7 1 how a bill
becomes law

guided reading activity 7 1 how a bill becomes law is an essential educational exercise
designed to help students understand the legislative process in the United States. This activity breaks
down the complex journey of a bill from its introduction to becoming a law, clarifying the roles of
various government bodies and officials involved. Understanding how a bill becomes law is
fundamental to comprehending how laws affect society and governance. This article will provide a
thorough explanation of each step in the legislative process, including drafting, committee review,
debates, voting procedures, and the president’s role. Additionally, it will highlight important terms
and concepts that are often part of guided reading activities related to this topic. By exploring this
process in detail, learners can better appreciate the checks and balances embedded in the lawmaking
system. The following sections will guide readers through the key stages of the bill's progression in
Congress.

e Introduction and Drafting of a Bill
e Committee Review and Markup Process
e Debate and Voting in the House and Senate

* Conference Committee and Final Approval

e Presidential Action and Becoming Law

Introduction and Drafting of a Bill

The initial phase in how a bill becomes law begins with the drafting and introduction of the bill. Any
member of Congress, whether from the House of Representatives or the Senate, can propose a bill.
This stage is critical because it sets the legislative agenda and outlines the purpose and provisions of
the proposed law. The bill is carefully written to address a specific issue or problem and often includes
detailed language to guide its implementation.

Who Can Introduce a Bill?

Only elected members of Congress have the authority to introduce bills. This includes both
Representatives and Senators. However, ideas for bills can originate from various sources, including
constituents, interest groups, or members of the executive branch. Despite these origins, the formal
introduction must be made by a member of Congress.



Types of Bills

There are several types of bills that can be introduced, including public bills, which affect the general
public, and private bills, which address specific individuals or entities. Additionally, there are joint
resolutions and concurrent resolutions, each serving different legislative purposes but often following
a similar process.

Committee Review and Markup Process

After a bill is introduced, it is assigned to a relevant committee that specializes in the bill’s subject
matter. Committees play an essential role in the legislative process by evaluating, amending, and
deciding whether a bill should proceed. This step is often where bills are most thoroughly examined,
as committees hold hearings and gather expert testimony.

Committee Hearings

Committee hearings provide an opportunity for members to learn more about the bill’'s implications.
Witnesses, including experts, government officials, and stakeholders, may testify to inform committee
members. These hearings help legislators understand the potential impact and feasibility of the
proposed law.

Markup Sessions

During markup sessions, committee members debate the bill’s content and may offer amendments.
This process allows for refinement and improvement of the bill before it reaches the full chamber. If
the committee approves the bill, it is reported out with recommendations for consideration by the
entire House or Senate.

Debate and Voting in the House and Senate

Once a bill is reported out of committee, it moves to the floor of the House of Representatives or the
Senate for debate and voting. Both chambers have rules governing how bills are discussed and the
procedures for voting. This stage is crucial as it determines whether the bill will advance toward
becoming law.

Debate Rules

The House and Senate differ in how debates are conducted. The House typically follows stricter time
limits and rules set by the Rules Committee, while the Senate allows for more extended debate,
including the possibility of a filibuster. Understanding these differences is key to grasping the
legislative process.



Voting Procedures

After debate, members vote on the bill. Voting can occur through voice votes, roll call votes, or
electronic systems, depending on the chamber and the circumstances. A bill must receive a majority
vote in both the House and the Senate to proceed to the next stage.

Conference Committee and Final Approval

When the House and Senate pass different versions of a bill, a conference committee is formed to
reconcile discrepancies. This committee is composed of members from both chambers who negotiate
to produce a unified version of the bill. The final compromise must then be approved by both the
House and Senate.

Purpose of the Conference Committee

The conference committee’s role is to resolve differences between the two versions of the bill. This
step ensures that the final legislation is consistent and acceptable to both chambers, preventing
conflicting laws from being enacted.

Final Voting on the Compromise Bill

Once the conference committee agrees on a version, the bill returns to both the House and Senate for
a final vote. No further amendments are allowed at this stage. Approval by both chambers is
necessary before the bill is sent to the president.

Presidential Action and Becoming Law

The final stage in how a bill becomes law involves the president's review. Upon receiving the bill, the
president has several options that determine the bill’s fate. This stage is vital as it represents the
executive branch’s check on legislative actions.

Presidential Options

1. Sign the Bill: The president approves and signs the bill, making it law.

2. Veto the Bill: The president rejects the bill and returns it to Congress with reasons for the
veto.

3. Take No Action (Pocket Veto): If Congress adjourns within ten days and the president does
not sign the bill, it fails to become law.

4. Allow the Bill to Become Law Without Signature: If the president takes no action for ten
days while Congress is in session, the bill automatically becomes law.



Overriding a Presidential Veto

If the president vetoes a bill, Congress can override the veto with a two-thirds majority vote in both
the House and Senate. This power ensures that the legislative branch can enact laws despite
presidential opposition if there is substantial congressional support.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first step in how a bill hecomes a law according to
Guided Reading Activity 7 1?

The first step is the introduction of the bill, where a member of Congress presents the bill for
consideration.

Who can introduce a bill in the legislative process described
in Guided Reading Activity 7 1?

A bill can be introduced by a member of either the House of Representatives or the Senate.

What happens after a bill is introduced in Congress?

After introduction, the bill is sent to a committee that specializes in the bill's subject for study and
recommendation.

What role do committees play in the process of how a bill
becomes a law?

Committees review, hold hearings, make changes, and decide whether to send the bill back to the
floor for a vote.

What is the significance of the floor debate in the legislative
process?

During the floor debate, members discuss the bill's merits and may propose further amendments
before voting.

How does a bill pass from one chamber of Congress to the
other?

Once a bill passes one chamber, it is sent to the other chamber where it goes through a similar
process of committee review and voting.



What happens if the House and Senate pass different versions
of a bill?

A conference committee is formed to reconcile the differences and produce a single version for both
chambers to approve.

What is the final step for a bill to become a law?

After both chambers approve the final version, the bill is sent to the President for signature or veto.

What options does the President have upon receiving a bill?

The President can sign the bill into law, veto it, or take no action, which can lead to the bill becoming
law after 10 days if Congress is in session.

How can Congress override a presidential veto according to
the activity?

Congress can override a veto with a two-thirds majority vote in both the House and the Senate,
making the bill a law despite the veto.

Additional Resources

1. How a Bill Becomes a Law by Cheryl Harness

This book provides a clear and engaging explanation of the legislative process in the United States. It
walks readers through each step a bill takes from introduction to becoming law, using simple
language and colorful illustrations. Perfect for young readers learning about government and civics.

2. From Bill to Law by Kristin Petrie

This title offers a straightforward overview of the journey a bill undergoes in Congress. It includes
real-life examples and timelines to help students understand the complexity and importance of
lawmaking. The book is ideal for guided reading activities focused on government processes.

3. Making Laws by Gail Gibbons

Gail Gibbons breaks down the legislative process with clear text and informative illustrations. The
book explains the roles of different government branches and how citizens can participate in
lawmaking. It's a great resource for students studying how laws affect their lives.

4. A Bill Goes to Congress by Cheryl M. Willis

This story follows a fictional bill as it moves through the various stages of Congress. It highlights
debates, committee work, and voting procedures in an easy-to-understand narrative. The book
supports guided reading sessions by encouraging discussion about civic responsibility.

5. Lawmaking in the United States by Michael C. Harris

An in-depth look at the legislative process, this book explains the functions of the House of
Representatives and the Senate. It also covers the president’s role in approving or vetoing bills.
Detailed illustrations and sidebars make it suitable for middle-grade readers.



6. How Laws Are Made by Syl Sobel

Sobel’s book offers a step-by-step guide to how bills become laws, emphasizing the checks and
balances within the government. It includes interesting facts and questions that prompt critical
thinking. This book is useful for classroom discussions and guided reading groups.

7. The Legislative Process by Nancy Loewen

Designed for student readers, this book breaks down the complex process of lawmaking into
manageable parts. It uses flowcharts and diagrams to illustrate how bills progress through
committees and votes. The book helps readers grasp the importance of each stage in passing a law.

8. How a Bill Becomes a Law: A Kid’s Guide by Andrea Mills

Targeted at younger audiences, this guide simplifies the legislative process with relatable examples
and engaging activities. It encourages children to think about how laws affect their communities and
how they can get involved. The book is excellent for guided reading activities in elementary school.

9. The Path of a Bill by Rebecca Stefoff

This book narrates the journey of a bill in a clear, chronological manner, highlighting key steps and
the people involved. It includes glossary terms and questions to reinforce comprehension. Ideal for
helping students understand civic processes through guided reading.
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