
guide to north americas tourist
railways and museums
guide to north americas tourist railways and museums offers an extensive
overview of the continent’s most captivating historical and scenic railway
experiences. From the mountainous terrains of the Rockies to the coastal
stretches of the East, North America boasts a diverse array of tourist
railways and museums that celebrate the rich heritage of rail transportation.
This guide highlights key destinations where visitors can explore vintage
locomotives, ride heritage trains, and delve into the history of railway
development. Featuring prominent rail museums and scenic railway tours, it
serves as a comprehensive resource for enthusiasts and casual travelers
alike. The following sections cover major tourist railways, notable railway
museums, and tips for planning visits to these unique attractions. Together,
these elements form an essential guide to north americas tourist railways and
museums.

Major Tourist Railways in North America

Notable Railway Museums Across the Continent

Planning Your Visit to Tourist Railways and Museums

Major Tourist Railways in North America
North America is home to numerous tourist railways offering scenic journeys,
historic experiences, and family-friendly excursions. These railways preserve
classic steam and diesel locomotives, providing passengers with an authentic
taste of rail travel from bygone eras. Many routes traverse breathtaking
natural landscapes, reinforcing the appeal of these rail excursions.

Rocky Mountaineer
The Rocky Mountaineer is one of the most renowned tourist railways in North
America, operating primarily in the Canadian Rockies. Offering luxurious
train journeys between Vancouver, Banff, Jasper, and other destinations, it
combines spectacular mountain views with top-tier service. The route
showcases wildlife, pristine wilderness, and iconic landmarks such as the
Spiral Tunnels and Fraser Canyon.



Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad
Located in Colorado, the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad is a
historic steam-powered railway running through the San Juan Mountains.
Established in the late 19th century, this railway offers a nostalgic
experience with vintage locomotives traveling along rugged canyons and past
old mining towns. It is a favorite for history buffs and railfans alike.

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
West Virginia’s Cass Scenic Railroad State Park features one of the highest-
elevation narrow-gauge railways in the United States. Visitors can ride
restored steam trains through dense forests and mountainous terrain, gaining
insight into the logging industry’s history and the region’s natural beauty.
The park also offers educational programs and special events throughout the
year.

Grand Canyon Railway
The Grand Canyon Railway in Arizona transports passengers from Williams to
the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. This historic railway uses vintage diesel
and steam locomotives to recreate the ambiance of early 20th-century rail
travel. It is an ideal choice for tourists seeking to combine a rail journey
with a visit to one of the world’s most famous natural wonders.

Strasburg Rail Road
Situated in Pennsylvania, the Strasburg Rail Road is the oldest continuously
operating railroad in the Western Hemisphere. It offers heritage steam train
rides through the scenic Amish countryside, providing a glimpse into both
railroad and regional history. The facility also includes a comprehensive
restoration shop and educational exhibits.

Notable Railway Museums Across the Continent
Railway museums play a crucial role in preserving the history and technology
of North America’s railroads. These institutions house extensive collections
of locomotives, rolling stock, artifacts, photographs, and documents. They
offer visitors educational exhibits and interactive experiences that deepen
the understanding of rail transportation’s impact on society and industry.

California State Railroad Museum
Located in Sacramento, California, the California State Railroad Museum is



among the largest and most comprehensive railroad museums in North America.
Its collection includes historic locomotives, passenger cars, and freight
equipment, with exhibits covering the Transcontinental Railroad and the
development of railroads in the western United States.

National Railroad Museum
The National Railroad Museum in Green Bay, Wisconsin, features a vast array
of preserved locomotives and railcars, including steam, diesel, and electric
models. The museum emphasizes the technological evolution of railroads and
their role in American industrial growth, offering hands-on exhibits and
guided tours.

The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania
This museum in Strasburg, Pennsylvania, focuses on the history of railroading
in the Keystone State. It houses one of the largest collections of historic
Pennsylvania Railroad equipment and showcases the craftsmanship and
engineering of classic locomotives and passenger cars. The museum’s location
near the Strasburg Rail Road enhances visitor experience through combined
visits.

Canada Science and Technology Museum
In Ottawa, Ontario, the Canada Science and Technology Museum includes an
extensive railway exhibit that features historic locomotives and interactive
displays. The museum contextualizes rail technology within broader scientific
and technological advancements, appealing to a wide range of visitors.

Illinois Railway Museum
As the largest railroad museum in the United States dedicated to electric
railroading, the Illinois Railway Museum in Union, Illinois, showcases
streetcars, interurbans, and traditional railroad equipment. The museum
offers operational rides and special events that highlight the history of
rail transit in the Midwest.

Planning Your Visit to Tourist Railways and
Museums
Effective planning enhances the experience of exploring North America’s
tourist railways and museums. Considering seasonal schedules, ticketing
options, and accessibility is essential for maximizing enjoyment and
convenience. Many attractions offer specialized tours, educational programs,



and events that cater to diverse interests.

Best Times to Visit
Tourist railways and museums often operate on seasonal schedules, with peak
visitation during spring, summer, and fall. Winter excursions may be
available on select routes, offering unique snowy landscapes. It is advisable
to check operating calendars in advance to plan visits during favorable
weather and avoid crowds.

Ticketing and Reservations
Advance reservations are recommended for popular rail journeys and museum
tours, especially during holiday periods and weekends. Many railways provide
tiered ticketing options, such as standard seating, luxury cabins, and
special event rides. Online booking systems facilitate early purchase and
seat selection.

Accessibility and Amenities
Most tourist railways and museums have made significant efforts to
accommodate visitors with mobility challenges. Facilities typically include
wheelchair access, restrooms, and dining services. Checking specific
accessibility policies and available amenities beforehand ensures a
comfortable visit for all guests.

Additional Tips for Enthusiasts
Railway and museum enthusiasts may benefit from joining membership programs
or subscribing to newsletters to receive updates on new exhibits, special
events, and exclusive offers. Photography is often encouraged but may have
restrictions in certain areas. Bringing appropriate clothing and preparing
for outdoor conditions is advisable when riding scenic trains.

Research specific tourist railways and museums to tailor your itinerary.1.

Book tickets well in advance for popular routes and events.2.

Plan for transportation and accommodations near the attractions.3.

Engage with educational programs and guided tours to enrich your4.
experience.

Respect preservation rules and exhibit guidelines to help maintain these5.
historic resources.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some must-visit tourist railways in North
America?
Some must-visit tourist railways in North America include the Durango and
Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad in Colorado, the Napa Valley Wine Train in
California, the White Pass and Yukon Route in Alaska, and the Great Smoky
Mountains Railroad in North Carolina.

Which museums in North America are dedicated to
railway history?
Notable railway museums in North America include the California State
Railroad Museum in Sacramento, the National Railroad Museum in Wisconsin, the
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, and the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum.

Are there scenic routes available on North American
tourist railways?
Yes, many North American tourist railways offer scenic routes, such as the
Rocky Mountaineer in Canada, the Alaska Railroad, and the Conway Scenic
Railroad in New Hampshire, showcasing breathtaking landscapes and historic
sites.

What is the best time of year to visit North
American tourist railways and museums?
The best time to visit generally depends on the region; spring through fall
(April to October) is ideal for most tourist railways due to favorable
weather, while many museums are open year-round but may have special events
during summer and holidays.

Do North American tourist railways offer themed or
special event rides?
Yes, many tourist railways in North America offer themed rides such as
holiday trains, murder mystery excursions, wine tasting tours, and historic
reenactments, providing unique experiences beyond the standard scenic
journey.

How can visitors plan trips combining both railway



tours and museum visits in North America?
Visitors can plan combined trips by researching regions with both
attractions, such as California, Colorado, or the Northeast. Using local
tourism websites, rail operators, and museum schedules helps coordinate
visits, and some offer package deals or guided tours integrating both
experiences.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring North America’s Tourist Railways: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth look at the most popular tourist railways
across North America, detailing their history, routes, and unique
attractions. It includes practical tips for travelers, seasonal schedules,
and highlights of must-see scenic spots along each railway. The guide is
perfect for railway enthusiasts and casual tourists alike.

2. Historic Railways and Museums of North America
Focusing on the rich heritage of North American railroads, this book explores
a wide array of railway museums and preserved lines. It offers historical
context alongside visitor information, helping readers understand the
significance of each site. Photographs and maps enhance the experience,
making it an essential companion for heritage travelers.

3. Scenic Train Journeys: North America’s Best Tourist Railways
This guide showcases some of the most breathtaking train journeys available
to tourists in the United States and Canada. It emphasizes scenic beauty,
wildlife viewing opportunities, and cultural experiences along the routes.
The book includes itinerary suggestions and accommodation options near key
railway stops.

4. The North American Railway Museum Handbook
A practical handbook designed for those interested in visiting railway
museums, this book lists over 100 museums across North America. It provides
detailed descriptions of collections, exhibits, and special events. The
handbook also includes visitor tips and insights into the preservation
efforts behind these museums.

5. Railroad Adventures: Touring North America’s Heritage Lines
This book invites readers on a journey through some of the most exciting
heritage railways in North America. It mixes travelogue with historical
anecdotes, giving a lively account of each railway’s story and current
operations. Filled with vivid photography, it aims to inspire readers to
embark on their own railway adventures.

6. North America’s Tourist Trains: History, Routes, and Travel Tips
Covering a broad spectrum of tourist trains, from steam locomotives to modern
scenic lines, this guide offers detailed route descriptions and travel
advice. It highlights the best seasons to visit, ticketing options, and
nearby attractions. The book is tailored for travelers seeking both adventure



and historical insight.

7. Preserving the Past: Museums and Tourist Railways of North America
This volume delves into the preservation efforts that keep North America’s
railway heritage alive. It explores the challenges and successes of museums
and tourist railways, featuring interviews with curators and volunteers.
Readers gain an appreciation for the dedication required to maintain these
living pieces of history.

8. The Great Rail Tours of North America
A beautifully illustrated guide focusing on the iconic rail tours that
traverse North America’s diverse landscapes. It offers practical information
on booking tours, what to expect onboard, and highlights of each journey. The
book also provides cultural and historical background to enrich the travel
experience.

9. Train Museums and Excursions: A Traveler’s Guide to North America
This book serves as a dual guide to both train museums and excursion
railways, making it ideal for travelers interested in comprehensive railway
experiences. It includes maps, visitor reviews, and recommendations for
family-friendly attractions. The guide balances educational content with fun
travel suggestions.
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