
great is the lord chords

great is the lord chords are essential for musicians and worship leaders who want to perform this
popular hymn with accuracy and emotional depth. Understanding the correct chords allows
guitarists, pianists, and other instrumentalists to accompany the song effectively, enhancing the
worship experience. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the great is the lord chords,
including chord progressions, variations, and tips for playing. Additionally, it covers the song’s
structure and offers advice for beginners aiming to learn the piece. Whether for personal devotion,
church services, or casual playing, mastering these chords will help deliver the song’s powerful
message with musical confidence.
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Understanding the Song Structure of Great Is the Lord
Before diving into the great is the lord chords, it is essential to understand the song’s structure. The
hymn typically follows a verse-chorus format, making it straightforward for both beginners and
experienced musicians to learn. Knowing the structure helps in anticipating chord changes and
transitions, which contributes to smoother playing and better accompaniment. The song’s tempo is
moderate, allowing for expressive strumming or chord voicing without rushing. Understanding the
phrasing and rhythm further aids in delivering the song’s message effectively.

Verse and Chorus Breakdown
The song consists mainly of verses that build into a powerful chorus. Each verse sets the tone with
reflective lyrics, while the chorus emphasizes the greatness of the Lord. The chord progressions in
the verse are generally simpler, often revolving around primary chords like G, C, and D, while the
chorus may introduce minor chords or suspended chords to add emotional depth. Familiarity with
the verse and chorus layout ensures that the player can maintain the flow and energy throughout the
performance.

Tempo and Rhythm Considerations
Great is the lord chords are best played with a steady tempo, typically around 70 to 80 beats per



minute. This moderate pace allows musicians to focus on chord transitions and dynamics. The
rhythm usually involves a mix of quarter notes and eighth notes, with occasional syncopation to add
interest. Understanding the rhythm pattern helps instrumentalists complement vocalists and other
musicians during worship services or recordings.

Basic Great Is the Lord Chords for Beginners
For beginners, learning the fundamental great is the lord chords is key to performing the song
confidently. These basic chords are usually open chords on the guitar or simple triads on the piano,
designed to be easy to play while still capturing the song’s essence. Mastering these chords lays the
groundwork for more complex variations and arrangements later on.

Essential Chords in the Key of G
The song is commonly played in the key of G major, which is a friendly key for guitarists and
pianists. The essential chords in this key include:

G major (G)

C major (C)

D major (D)

E minor (Em)

A minor (Am)

These chords cover the majority of the song’s harmonic structure and are sufficient for basic
accompaniment. Players should practice switching smoothly between these chords to maintain the
song’s flow.

Chord Progression Examples
A typical chord progression for the verse might be:

G - C - G - D

Em - C - G - D

For the chorus, the progression could include:

C - G - D - G

Em - C - D - G



These progressions provide a solid foundation for beginners to play along with the melody and lyrics.

Advanced Chord Variations and Techniques
Experienced musicians can enhance the great is the lord chords by incorporating advanced chord
variations and playing techniques. These additions enrich the harmonic texture and add emotional
nuance to the performance. Exploring suspended chords, seventh chords, and fingerpicking patterns
can elevate the song’s musicality.

Common Chord Variations
Some popular chord variations used in more intricate arrangements include:

Gsus4 (G suspended 4th)

Cadd9 (C added 9th)

D7 (D dominant 7th)

Em7 (E minor 7th)

These chords add color and tension-release effects that complement the worshipful tone of the song.
Substituting these chords in place of basic major or minor chords can make the progression more
interesting.

Techniques for Expressive Playing
Beyond chord selection, techniques such as fingerpicking, arpeggios, and dynamic strumming
patterns contribute to an expressive rendition. For guitarists, using a capo can help match vocal
range without changing chord shapes. Pianists might incorporate inverted chords and passing tones
to create smoother voice leading. These techniques require practice but significantly enhance the
overall sound.

Tips for Playing Great Is the Lord on Guitar and Piano
Effective use of great is the lord chords depends on proper technique and practice strategies. Both
guitarists and pianists benefit from targeted exercises that improve chord transitions, timing, and
sound quality. This section offers practical advice for performing the song across these instruments.

Guitar Playing Tips
For guitarists:



Practice chord changes slowly to build muscle memory.

Use a metronome to maintain consistent rhythm and tempo.

Experiment with strumming patterns that fit the song’s mood.

Incorporate fingerpicking for softer, more intimate moments.

Consider using a capo to adapt to different vocal ranges.

Piano Playing Tips
For pianists:

Start with simple triads before adding chord extensions or inversions.

Use the sustain pedal judiciously to blend chords smoothly.

Practice hands separately, then combine to improve coordination.

Incorporate rhythmic variety to match the song’s dynamics.

Follow the vocal melody with your right hand while playing chords with your left.

Incorporating Great Is the Lord Chords into Worship
Settings
The great is the lord chords are widely used in contemporary worship music, making them a
valuable skill for worship leaders and musicians. Properly integrating these chords into worship
services involves more than just playing notes; it requires sensitivity to the congregation and the
flow of the worship experience.

Arranging for Group Performance
When arranging the song for a team of musicians, consider the following:

Assign clear roles: guitar, piano, bass, and vocals should complement each other.

Use dynamic changes to match the energy of the worship moment.

Encourage communication among musicians for seamless transitions.

Adapt chord progressions as needed to fit the vocalists’ range.



Enhancing Congregational Participation
Great is the lord chords should support, not overpower, congregational singing. Keeping the chord
structure simple and steady helps worshipers join in confidently. Avoid overly complex chord
changes during live worship to maintain accessibility. Using familiar chord progressions encourages
participation and fosters a unified worship atmosphere.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for the song 'Great Is The Lord'?
The basic chords for 'Great Is The Lord' typically include G, C, D, and Em, which are common chords
used to play this worship song.

How can I play 'Great Is The Lord' chords on guitar for
beginners?
For beginners, start by learning the simple open chords G, C, D, and Em. Practice switching between
these chords smoothly while maintaining a steady rhythm to play 'Great Is The Lord' effectively.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing 'Great Is The
Lord' chords?
Using a capo on the 2nd fret is common for 'Great Is The Lord' to match the original key and make
chord transitions easier, but you can adjust the capo position based on your vocal range.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'Great Is The
Lord'?
Accurate chord charts for 'Great Is The Lord' can be found on popular worship music websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Worship Together, and SongSelect by CCLI.

Can I play 'Great Is The Lord' chords on piano?
Yes, 'Great Is The Lord' chords like G, C, D, and Em can be played on piano. Use your left hand to
play the root notes and your right hand to play the chords to accompany the melody.

What strumming pattern works best with 'Great Is The Lord'
chords?
A common strumming pattern for 'Great Is The Lord' is Down-Down-Up-Up-Down-Up, which
provides a smooth and uplifting rhythm suitable for worship settings.



Additional Resources
1. Worship Guitar Essentials: Great Is the Lord Chords and Techniques
This book is perfect for guitarists who want to master worship songs like "Great Is the Lord." It
covers chord progressions, strumming patterns, and fingerpicking techniques tailored for worship
music. With clear diagrams and practice tips, players can quickly learn to lead or accompany
worship sessions.

2. Playing Worship Songs on Guitar: Great Is the Lord and More
Designed for beginners and intermediate players, this guide focuses on popular worship songs
including "Great Is the Lord." It breaks down chords, transitions, and rhythm patterns to help
players confidently perform in church or small groups. The book also includes tips for creating
smooth song flows during worship.

3. Chord Mastery for Worship Guitarists: Featuring Great Is the Lord
This comprehensive chord handbook provides detailed instructions and variations for chords used in
worship songs like "Great Is the Lord." Readers will explore chord theory, voicings, and how to adapt
chords to different worship styles. It's a helpful resource for guitarists aiming to enhance their
worship leading skills.

4. Lead Worship with Confidence: Great Is the Lord Chords and Song Arrangements
Focused on worship leaders, this book offers chord charts, arrangement ideas, and performance
advice for songs such as "Great Is the Lord." It emphasizes building dynamics and engaging the
congregation through music. The text also includes tips for coordinating with other musicians in a
worship team.

5. Acoustic Worship Guitar: Great Is the Lord and Contemporary Praise Songs
This book teaches acoustic guitar players how to play worship songs with warmth and intimacy,
featuring "Great Is the Lord." It covers chord fingerings, capo use, and fingerstyle techniques to
enhance worship experiences. Readers will find exercises to improve timing and expression.

6. Worship Songbook: Great Is the Lord and 50 Other Praise Songs
A collection of chord charts and lyrics for "Great Is the Lord" alongside fifty other beloved worship
songs. This book is ideal for worship teams and solo musicians looking for a diverse repertoire. Each
song includes suggested keys, chord diagrams, and performance notes.

7. Rhythm and Groove in Worship Guitar: Playing Great Is the Lord with Style
This instructional guide focuses on developing rhythmic skills and groove for worship guitarists.
Using "Great Is the Lord" as a primary example, it teaches strumming patterns, syncopation, and
tempo control. The book helps guitarists add energy and feel to their worship playing.

8. Fingerstyle Worship Guitar: Beautiful Arrangements of Great Is the Lord and More
Ideal for guitarists interested in fingerstyle arrangements, this book provides tab and notation for
"Great Is the Lord" and other worship favorites. It emphasizes melodic embellishments and
harmonic richness to create inspiring solo performances. Step-by-step instructions make it
accessible for intermediate players.

9. Worship Guitar Chord Theory: Understanding Great Is the Lord and Beyond
This book delves into the music theory behind worship chords, focusing on songs like "Great Is the
Lord." It explains chord construction, progressions, and modal interchange to deepen players’
musical understanding. The knowledge gained can be applied to songwriting and improvisation in



worship settings.
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