
gospel according to saint matthew

gospel according to saint matthew stands as one of the four canonical gospels in the New Testament,

providing a detailed account of the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Traditionally

attributed to Matthew, a former tax collector and one of Jesus’ twelve apostles, this gospel uniquely

emphasizes Jesus’ fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, portraying Him as the promised Messiah

and King. It offers a rich theological narrative interwoven with parables, sermons, and miracles that

highlight the ethical and spiritual foundations of Christian faith. The text is notable for its structured

presentation, including the well-known Sermon on the Mount and the Great Commission, which have

deeply influenced Christian doctrine and practice. This article explores the gospel according to saint

matthew in depth, examining its historical context, key themes, literary features, and lasting

significance within Christian theology.
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Historical Context and Authorship

The gospel according to saint matthew was composed in the latter half of the first century AD, with

most scholars estimating a date around 70 to 90 AD. It was written in a time when the early Christian



community was grappling with its identity amidst Jewish traditions and the expanding Gentile mission.

Traditionally, the author is identified as Matthew, also known as Levi, who was a tax collector before

becoming one of Jesus’ twelve apostles. This attribution is supported by early church fathers such as

Papias and Irenaeus, though modern scholarship debates the exact authorship, suggesting that the

gospel may have been written by an anonymous Jewish-Christian scribe using Matthew’s name to

lend authority.

The gospel reflects a strong Jewish perspective, frequently referencing Hebrew Scriptures to

demonstrate how Jesus fulfills messianic prophecies. This focus suggests that its original audience

was primarily Jewish Christians, who needed reassurance about the continuity between their heritage

and the new Christian faith. The gospel was likely composed in a region with a significant Jewish

population, such as Syria or Palestine, where the tension between Jewish traditions and the emerging

Christian movement was particularly pronounced.

Major Themes and Theological Emphases

The gospel according to saint matthew emphasizes several key theological themes that distinguish it

within the New Testament. Central among these is the affirmation of Jesus as the Messiah, the long-

awaited King who fulfills Old Testament prophecies. Matthew repeatedly cites Hebrew Scriptures to

establish this connection, portraying Jesus as the new Moses who brings a new law to God’s people.

Jesus as the Fulfillment of Prophecy

One of the gospel’s primary objectives is to validate Jesus’ messianic identity by linking his life and

mission to specific prophecies from the Hebrew Bible. This includes references to his birth in

Bethlehem, his ministry in Galilee, and the manner of his suffering and death. Through these

connections, Matthew presents Jesus as the culmination of God’s salvific plan.



The Kingdom of Heaven

The concept of the “Kingdom of Heaven” is a dominant motif in Matthew’s gospel, appearing more

frequently here than in the other gospels. This term reflects a Jewish sensitivity to the name of God

and emphasizes the spiritual reign of God that Jesus inaugurates. The kingdom is depicted both as a

present reality and a future hope, inviting ethical living and repentance.

Ethical Instructions and Discipleship

Matthew’s gospel contains extensive moral teachings, most notably in the Sermon on the Mount

(chapters 5–7). These teachings outline the attitudes, behaviors, and values expected of Jesus’

followers, emphasizing humility, mercy, righteousness, and love. Discipleship in Matthew involves a

commitment to living out the law in its fullest sense, reflecting the character of the kingdom.

Structure and Literary Characteristics

The gospel according to saint matthew is carefully structured to highlight its theological message and

to aid memorization and teaching. The text is traditionally divided into five major discourses or

speeches by Jesus, each followed by narrative sections that illustrate or apply the teachings. This

fivefold pattern is often seen as mirroring the five books of the Torah, reinforcing Matthew’s Jewish

framework.

Introduction and Genealogy (Chapter 1–2)

Discourse 1: The Sermon on the Mount (Chapters 3–7)

Discourse 2: Mission Instructions (Chapter 10)

Discourse 3: Parables of the Kingdom (Chapter 13)



Discourse 4: Community and Church Life (Chapters 18)

Discourse 5: Eschatological Teaching (Chapters 23–25)

Passion, Death, and Resurrection (Chapters 26–28)

This literary design not only organizes the material but also emphasizes Jesus’ authoritative teaching

role. The gospel also employs various literary devices such as fulfillment citations, typology, and

parables to communicate its message effectively.

Key Teachings and Parables

The gospel according to saint matthew contains some of the most influential teachings and parables of

Jesus, many of which have shaped Christian ethics and spirituality throughout history. These teachings

address both individual conduct and community life, providing a comprehensive guide for faithful living.

The Sermon on the Mount

Arguably the most famous section in Matthew, the Sermon on the Mount encapsulates Jesus’ moral

vision. It includes the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, and ethical imperatives such as loving enemies,

avoiding hypocrisy, and practicing righteousness. This sermon sets the tone for the entire gospel’s

emphasis on holiness and kingdom living.

Parables of the Kingdom

Matthew records many parables that illustrate the nature of God’s kingdom. These include the Parable

of the Sower, the Weeds among the Wheat, the Mustard Seed, and the Hidden Treasure. Each

parable reveals different aspects of the kingdom’s growth, value, and judgment, inviting listeners to

reflection and response.



Great Commission

At the conclusion of the gospel, Jesus commissions his disciples to “make disciples of all nations,”

baptizing and teaching them to obey his commands. This mandate underscores the universal scope of

the gospel according to saint matthew and the ongoing mission of the church.

Influence and Legacy in Christianity

The gospel according to saint matthew has had a profound and lasting influence on Christian theology,

liturgy, and practice. Its clear emphasis on Jesus as the Messiah and teacher has shaped Christian

understanding of Jesus’ identity and mission. Many of its passages, such as the Beatitudes and the

Lord’s Prayer, are central to Christian worship and ethical reflection.

Throughout history, Matthew’s gospel has been a primary source for Christian preaching and

catechesis, reflecting its accessibility and comprehensive coverage of Jesus’ life and teachings. Its

integration of Jewish tradition with Christian revelation has also made it a key text for interfaith

dialogue and biblical scholarship.

Foundation for Christian ethical teachings

Source of liturgical prayers and hymns

Influence on Christian art and iconography

Basis for theological discussions on the kingdom of God

Important role in Christian education and catechesis

In sum, the gospel according to saint matthew remains a vital and authoritative text within the Christian

canon, continuing to inspire faith, scholarship, and devotion worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew?

The main theme of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew is the fulfillment of Old Testament

prophecies through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, highlighting Jesus as the Messiah

and King.

How does the Gospel according to Saint Matthew portray Jesus?

The Gospel according to Saint Matthew portrays Jesus as the promised Messiah, a teacher, and the

new lawgiver who fulfills the Jewish Scriptures and establishes the Kingdom of Heaven.

What is the significance of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew's

Gospel?

The Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7) is significant because it presents Jesus' ethical teachings,

including the Beatitudes, and outlines the principles of the Kingdom of Heaven, emphasizing love,

humility, and righteousness.

Who is traditionally believed to have written the Gospel according to

Saint Matthew?

The Gospel according to Saint Matthew is traditionally attributed to Matthew, a former tax collector and

one of Jesus' twelve apostles.

How does Matthew's Gospel connect Jesus to Jewish tradition?

Matthew's Gospel connects Jesus to Jewish tradition by emphasizing his genealogy from Abraham and

David, citing numerous Old Testament prophecies, and portraying Jesus as the fulfillment of Jewish

law and prophecy.



What role do the parables play in the Gospel according to Saint

Matthew?

Parables in Matthew's Gospel serve as teaching tools used by Jesus to reveal truths about the

Kingdom of Heaven, moral lessons, and the nature of faith in a way that invites reflection and

understanding.

How does the Gospel according to Saint Matthew end?

The Gospel according to Saint Matthew ends with the Resurrection of Jesus and the Great

Commission, where Jesus instructs his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing and

teaching them.

What is unique about the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew's Gospel?

The genealogy in Matthew's Gospel is unique because it traces Jesus' lineage through King David

back to Abraham, emphasizing Jesus' Jewish heritage and royal lineage, and is structured into three

groups of fourteen generations.

How does Matthew depict the relationship between Jesus and the

law?

Matthew depicts Jesus as fulfilling and interpreting the law, teaching that he did not come to abolish

the law but to fulfill it, and he calls his followers to a deeper, heart-centered righteousness.

What is the significance of the Magi's visit in Matthew's Gospel?

The visit of the Magi is significant because it shows that Jesus' birth was recognized by Gentiles,

symbolizing the universal reach of Jesus' mission beyond the Jewish people.



Additional Resources

1. The Gospel According to Matthew: A Commentary

This book offers an in-depth scholarly commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, exploring its theological

themes, historical context, and literary structure. It examines how Matthew presents Jesus as the

Messiah and teacher, emphasizing the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. The commentary is

designed for both academic readers and those seeking a deeper understanding of the text.

2. Matthew’s Gospel and the Jewish-Christian Dialogue

Focusing on the relationship between early Christianity and Judaism, this book analyzes how the

Gospel of Matthew addresses Jewish traditions while establishing a new Christian identity. It delves

into the ways Matthew interprets the Hebrew Scriptures and engages with Jewish audiences. The work

highlights the complexities and tensions in early religious communities.

3. Discipleship in the Gospel of Matthew

This volume explores the theme of discipleship as presented in Matthew’s Gospel, emphasizing what it

means to follow Jesus in a practical and spiritual sense. It discusses teachings on humility, service,

and commitment found in the text. The book also reflects on contemporary applications of Matthew’s

call to discipleship.

4. The Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew’s Narrative

A focused study on the concept of the Kingdom of Heaven as portrayed in Matthew’s Gospel, this

book investigates its theological significance and narrative role. It traces how Jesus’ teachings reveal

the nature, values, and future hope of the kingdom. Readers gain insight into Matthew’s unique

perspective compared to other synoptic gospels.

5. Women in the Gospel of Matthew: Roles and Representations

This book examines the portrayal and roles of women in Matthew’s Gospel, highlighting figures such

as Mary, the mother of Jesus, and other female characters. It explores the cultural and religious

contexts influencing these narratives and the implications for understanding gender in biblical texts.

The study offers a nuanced view of women’s contributions to the gospel story.



6. Matthew’s Infancy Narrative: Origins and Meanings

Delving into the opening chapters of Matthew’s Gospel, this book analyzes the infancy narrative of

Jesus, including the visit of the Magi and the flight to Egypt. It discusses the theological messages

embedded in these stories and their connections to Jewish prophecy. The work sheds light on how

Matthew sets the stage for Jesus’ public ministry.

7. Parables in the Gospel of Matthew: Teaching through Story

This book explores the rich collection of parables unique to Matthew’s Gospel, examining their

structure, themes, and purposes. It considers how Jesus uses storytelling to convey spiritual truths and

ethical teachings. The analysis includes reflections on how these parables challenge and inspire

readers today.

8. Matthew and the Passion Narrative: A Theological Reflection

Focusing on the Passion story in Matthew’s Gospel, this book reflects on the theological significance

of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. It highlights Matthew’s distinctive elements, such as the

role of Pilate and the resurrection appearances. The work provides insights into the meaning of

sacrifice and redemption in the Christian faith.

9. Ethics and Morality in the Gospel According to Matthew

This volume investigates the ethical teachings found throughout Matthew’s Gospel, including the

Sermon on the Mount and various commandments. It explores how Matthew presents a moral vision

rooted in love, justice, and righteousness. The book also discusses the relevance of these teachings

for modern ethical discussions.
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