
a jury of her peers full text
a jury of her peers full text is a phrase that often draws attention from literary
enthusiasts, students, and scholars alike. This phrase refers to the complete version of the
short story "A Jury of Her Peers," written by Susan Glaspell in 1917. The story is renowned
for its exploration of gender roles, justice, and the subtleties of human psychology. Many
seek the full text to gain a deeper understanding of its themes, narrative style, and
historical context. This article provides an in-depth analysis of the story, its plot,
characters, and the significance of accessing the entire text. Additionally, it offers insights
into the story’s place within feminist literature and American literary history. Readers will
also find a detailed discussion on how the full text enhances comprehension and
appreciation of Susan Glaspell’s work.
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Overview of "A Jury of Her Peers" Full Text

The full text of "A Jury of Her Peers" offers a complete narrative that allows readers to
fully grasp the story’s intricacies and underlying messages. Written by Susan Glaspell, the
story is based on a real-life murder case that Glaspell covered as a journalist. The
narrative is structured around a group of women who uncover vital clues in a murder
investigation that the male characters overlook. Accessing the entire text provides an
unabridged view of the plot, which is critical for understanding the nuanced critique of
gender biases and legal injustices presented in the story.

Furthermore, the full text includes detailed descriptions and interactions that underscore
the symbolic elements of domestic life and female solidarity. It is essential for readers to
engage with the entire text to appreciate Glaspell’s subtle commentary on the social
dynamics of early 20th-century America.



Plot Summary and Key Themes

Reading the full text of "A Jury of Her Peers" reveals a tightly woven plot centered on the
investigation of Mrs. Wright’s husband’s murder. The story unfolds as Mrs. Hale and Mrs.
Peters accompany their husbands to the Wright household. As the men dismiss domestic
details as insignificant, the women discover crucial evidence by observing the household’s
condition.

Several key themes emerge prominently in the full text:

Gender Roles and Inequality: The story critiques the limitations placed on
women’s lives and their invisibility within the legal system.

Justice and Empathy: It explores alternative perspectives on justice, focusing on
understanding rather than punishment.

Isolation and Oppression: The narrative highlights the emotional and social
isolation experienced by women like Mrs. Wright.

Female Solidarity: The women’s secret collaboration symbolizes a silent resistance
to patriarchal authority.

Character Analysis in the Full Text

The full text provides comprehensive insights into the characters’ motivations,
personalities, and transformations. The main characters include Mrs. Hale, Mrs. Peters,
Mrs. Wright (formerly Minnie Foster), the County Attorney, Mr. Hale, and Mr. Peters.

Mrs. Hale

Mrs. Hale is portrayed as a compassionate and observant woman who empathizes deeply
with Mrs. Wright’s lonely existence. Through the full text, her internal conflict regarding
societal expectations and gender roles becomes evident.

Mrs. Peters

Mrs. Peters initially appears more reserved and aligned with the law, but gradually reveals
her conflicted feelings as she relates to Mrs. Wright’s plight. The full text illustrates her
transformation and growing solidarity with Mrs. Hale.



Mrs. Wright

Though Mrs. Wright does not appear extensively in dialogue, the full text reveals her
backstory and emotional state through the observations and reflections of the other
characters. Her transition from Minnie Foster to Mrs. Wright symbolizes the loss of
identity and joy.

Male Characters

The County Attorney and the other male figures represent the patriarchal legal system
that dismisses the women’s perspectives. The full text highlights their obliviousness to the
emotional and social realities that the women uncover.

Historical and Feminist Context

Understanding "a jury of her peers full text" requires situating the story within its
historical and feminist context. Written during the early 20th century, the story reflects
the social attitudes toward women’s roles and rights during that period.

Susan Glaspell’s work is considered a pioneering feminist text that challenges the
marginalization of women in both the domestic sphere and the judicial system. The story
critiques the legal notion of impartiality when applied in a male-dominated society and
underscores the importance of female perspectives in matters of justice.

The full text reveals the nuanced ways in which Glaspell addresses these issues, making it
a valuable resource for scholars studying gender, law, and literature.

Importance of Reading the Full Text

Accessing the full text of "A Jury of Her Peers" is crucial for a thorough understanding of
the story’s complex themes and character dynamics. Readers benefit from the complete
narrative that includes subtle details and symbolic elements often omitted in summaries or
excerpts.

Key reasons to read the full text include:

Comprehensive Understanding: The full story provides context and depth to the1.
characters’ actions and motivations.

Appreciation of Literary Style: Susan Glaspell’s use of language, symbolism, and2.



irony becomes more evident.

Enhanced Critical Analysis: Scholars and students can engage more effectively3.
with feminist and legal critiques.

Increased Empathy: The full text allows readers to connect emotionally with Mrs.4.
Wright’s experience.

Literary Techniques and Style

The full text of "A Jury of Her Peers" showcases Susan Glaspell’s mastery of literary
techniques that enrich the story’s impact. Her style is succinct yet evocative, using the
domestic setting as a microcosm for broader social issues.

Notable literary techniques include:

Symbolism: Objects such as the broken birdcage and the dead canary symbolize
Mrs. Wright’s captivity and lost happiness.

Irony: The men’s dismissal of “women’s concerns” ironically blinds them to the key
evidence.

Foreshadowing: Early observations hint at the tragic outcome and Mrs. Wright’s
mental state.

Dialogue and Narrative Voice: The story’s tone and conversations reveal character
attitudes and societal norms.

Engaging with the full text allows readers to identify and analyze these techniques,
deepening their literary appreciation and understanding of the story’s themes.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the full text of 'A Jury of Her Peers' by
Susan Glaspell?
The full text of 'A Jury of Her Peers' by Susan Glaspell is available in the public domain
and can be found on websites such as Project Gutenberg, Google Books, or educational
sites like American Literature and Bartleby.



What is the main theme of 'A Jury of Her Peers' in the
full text?
The main theme of 'A Jury of Her Peers' is the exploration of gender roles and female
solidarity, highlighting how women understand each other's experiences and challenges in
a male-dominated society.

How does the full text of 'A Jury of Her Peers' depict the
role of women in early 20th-century society?
In the full text, women are portrayed as marginalized and overlooked by men, yet they
share a deep empathy and insight into each other's lives, which ultimately leads them to
protect Mrs. Wright from legal prosecution.

What literary techniques are prominent in the full text
of 'A Jury of Her Peers'?
The story uses symbolism, such as the broken birdcage and the dead canary, to represent
Mrs. Wright's oppression. It also employs irony and detailed characterization to critique
societal norms.

Why is 'A Jury of Her Peers' considered an important
feminist work based on its full text?
The story is considered feminist because it challenges the patriarchal justice system by
showing how women, through their shared experiences and insights, recognize and
respond to the emotional and social oppression faced by Mrs. Wright, ultimately
questioning traditional notions of justice.

Additional Resources
1. "Trifles" by Susan Glaspell
This one-act play is the original source material for "A Jury of Her Peers." It explores
themes of gender roles and justice through the story of women who uncover crucial
evidence in a domestic murder case. The play highlights the subtle ways women
communicate and support each other in a male-dominated society.

2. "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
A seminal work in feminist literature, this short story delves into the mental and emotional
struggles of a woman subjected to oppressive medical treatment. Like "A Jury of Her
Peers," it addresses women's confinement and the lack of understanding they face from
the male authority figures in their lives.

3. "A Jury of Her Peers and Other Stories" by Susan Glaspell
This collection includes "A Jury of Her Peers" along with other short stories by Glaspell
that examine women's experiences, social norms, and justice. The stories often focus on
the perspectives and resilience of women in early 20th-century America.



4. "Women and Justice: The Jury and Gender in American Culture" by Verta Taylor
This scholarly work investigates the role of women in the American jury system and how
gender influences legal processes. It provides historical context and analysis relevant to
the themes presented in "A Jury of Her Peers," particularly regarding women's
participation in justice.

5. "Gender and Justice: Why Women in the Judiciary Really Matter" by Sally J. Kenney
Kenney's book explores the impact of female judges and jurors on the legal system,
discussing how gender shapes understanding and decisions in court cases. This work
complements the themes of empathy and female solidarity found in Glaspell's story.

6. "Domestic Crimes: Women, Violence, and the Law" by Elizabeth A. Stanko
This book examines the intersection of domestic violence, women’s experiences, and the
legal system. It provides insight into the societal and legal challenges that women face,
themes central to "A Jury of Her Peers."

7. "The Handmaid's Tale" by Margaret Atwood
Though a dystopian novel, Atwood’s work explores themes of female oppression,
resistance, and the control of women’s lives. It resonates with Glaspell’s story in its
portrayal of women challenging patriarchal structures.

8. "In a Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women’s Development" by Carol
Gilligan
Gilligan’s influential work discusses how women’s moral and psychological development
differs from men’s, particularly in terms of empathy and justice. This theory helps
illuminate the female characters’ perspectives and actions in "A Jury of Her Peers."

9. "The Woman in the Nineteenth Century" by Margaret Fuller
An early feminist text advocating for women’s rights and equality, Fuller’s work provides
historical context for understanding the social conditions behind stories like "A Jury of Her
Peers." It challenges the traditional roles assigned to women in the 19th century.
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