a dictionary of intermediate japanese
grammar

a dictionary of intermediate japanese grammar serves as an essential resource for learners
aiming to deepen their understanding of the Japanese language beyond the basics. This
comprehensive guide focuses on the key grammatical structures that appear frequently in everyday
conversation, writing, and media at the intermediate level. By exploring nuanced grammar points,
usage examples, and contextual explanations, learners can enhance their fluency and accuracy in
Japanese communication. This article provides an overview of important intermediate grammar
concepts, the organization of such a dictionary, and effective strategies for utilizing it in language
study. The discussion also highlights the benefits of mastering intermediate grammar to bridge the
gap between beginner and advanced proficiency. Following this introduction, a clear table of
contents outlines the main sections of this detailed exploration.

e Understanding the Structure of a Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar
¢ Key Grammar Points Covered in Intermediate Japanese

e How to Use a Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar Effectively

e Benefits of Studying Intermediate Japanese Grammar

e Common Challenges and Solutions in Intermediate Grammar Learning

Understanding the Structure of a Dictionary of
Intermediate Japanese Grammar

A dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar is systematically organized to facilitate efficient
learning and reference. Unlike general dictionaries that focus on vocabulary, this specialized
grammar dictionary categorizes grammar points based on their functions, forms, and usage
contexts. Entries usually include the grammatical term, its definition, example sentences, and notes
on nuances or exceptions. This structure allows learners to quickly identify and understand
intermediate grammar constructions that are critical for advancing their language skills.

Organization of Entries

The entries in an intermediate Japanese grammar dictionary are typically sorted alphabetically or by
grammatical function, such as verb conjugations, particles, sentence patterns, and conjunctions.
Each entry provides:

¢ Grammar Point Name: The term in Japanese and English.



¢ Definition and Explanation: Clear descriptions of how and when to use the grammar.
 Example Sentences: Contextual examples demonstrating correct usage.

e Usage Notes: Additional information about nuances, common mistakes, or regional variations.

Supplementary Features

Many dictionaries also include indexes, thematic groupings, and cross-references to related
grammar points. These features help learners navigate interconnected grammar concepts and
deepen their comprehension. Some dictionaries may offer exercises or practice questions to
reinforce learning.

Key Grammar Points Covered in Intermediate Japanese

Intermediate Japanese grammar bridges foundational structures with more complex expressions,
enabling learners to express subtler meanings and engage in more sophisticated conversations. A
dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar typically covers a wide range of grammatical
constructions essential for this level.

Particles and Their Functions

Particles are crucial in Japanese grammar, marking relationships between words and phrases.
Intermediate dictionaries expand on beginner particles by introducing:

e (000 (while doing): Indicates simultaneous actions.
e 00 (even if): Expresses concession.
e (00 (only): Shows limitation, often with negative verbs.

e (00 (to the extent that): Used for comparisons and degrees.

Verb Conjugations and Forms

Intermediate grammar includes various verb forms used to express intentions, conditions, and
hypothetical situations, such as:

e Potential form (OJJ0/000): Expressing ability or possibility.

e Conditional form (], (J0): Expressing "if" scenarios.



e Volitional form (JJ): Indicating intention or suggestion.

» Passive and Causative forms: Expressing actions done to or caused by someone.

Complex Sentence Structures
Intermediate learners encounter complex sentence patterns that combine clauses and express

cause, reason, purpose, and contrast. Examples include:

e 00 (because of, due to): Used to explain reasons.
e (00 (although, despite): Expresses contrast or unexpected outcomes.

e (000 (so that, in order to): Indicates purpose or expectation.

How to Use a Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese
Grammar Effectively

Maximizing the benefits of a dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar requires strategic study
methods and consistent application. Understanding how to navigate and apply the information can
accelerate language acquisition and build confidence.

Focused Study of Entries

Approach the dictionary by identifying grammar points that frequently appear in conversations,
reading materials, or writing practice. Study each entry thoroughly, paying close attention to
example sentences and usage notes. Repeating and memorizing key patterns helps internalize the
grammar.

Integrating Grammar into Practice

Applying grammar points in speaking and writing exercises solidifies understanding. Learners
should create original sentences using new grammar structures, participate in conversation
practice, and analyze real-life examples from media. Regular review of dictionary entries ensures
retention and correct usage.

Utilizing Cross-References and Thematic Groupings

Many grammar dictionaries include cross-references to related grammar points or thematic
groupings, such as expressions of condition, cause, or contrast. Exploring these connections



provides a deeper understanding of the nuances and variations within intermediate grammar.

Benefits of Studying Intermediate Japanese Grammar

Mastering intermediate Japanese grammar through a specialized dictionary offers numerous
advantages that enhance overall language proficiency. It enables learners to communicate more
naturally and understand a wide range of authentic materials.

Improved Communication Skills

Intermediate grammar knowledge allows learners to construct more complex sentences, express
subtle distinctions, and respond appropriately in diverse situations. This leads to improved speaking,
listening, reading, and writing abilities.

Enhanced Comprehension of Media

Japanese films, dramas, news articles, and literature often use intermediate grammar structures.
Familiarity with these grammar points aids comprehension and appreciation of cultural nuances
embedded in the language.

Preparation for Advanced Studies

Understanding intermediate grammar lays the foundation for advanced Japanese language learning,
including specialized vocabulary, keigo (honorific language), and nuanced expressions. It also
supports success in proficiency tests such as the JLPT N2 level.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Intermediate
Grammar Learning

While progressing through intermediate Japanese grammar, learners encounter specific difficulties
that can impede mastery. Recognizing these challenges and implementing effective strategies can
facilitate smoother learning.

Complexity of Grammar Forms

Intermediate grammar introduces forms with subtle differences in meaning and usage, such as
distinguishing between [J[] and [J[J]] conditional forms. To overcome confusion, learners should study
detailed explanations and compare example sentences side by side.



Contextual Usage Variability

Some grammar points change meaning depending on context or sentence structure. Using a
dictionary that provides multiple usage examples and notes on context helps clarify these variations.

Retention and Application

Memorizing numerous grammar points can be overwhelming. Effective solutions include spaced
repetition, regular practice through writing and conversation, and using flashcards or quizzes that
focus on intermediate grammar.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' used
for?

It is a reference book designed to help learners of Japanese understand and use intermediate-level
grammar points effectively.

Who are the authors of ‘A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese
Grammar'?

The book is authored by Seiichi Makino and Michio Tsutsui, both respected linguists and educators
in Japanese language studies.

How is 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar"
organized?

The book is organized alphabetically by grammar points, with detailed explanations, example
sentences, and notes on usage and nuances.

Is 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' suitable
for beginners?

No, it is intended for learners who have a basic understanding of Japanese grammar and want to
advance to an intermediate level.

Does 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' include
example sentences?

Yes, each grammar point is accompanied by example sentences to illustrate its usage in context.



Can 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' be used
alongside other textbooks?

Yes, it is often used as a supplementary resource alongside textbooks like 'Genki' or "Tobira' to
deepen grammar comprehension.

Additional Resources

1. A Dictionary of Basic Japanese Grammar

This book serves as an essential companion for beginners learning Japanese grammar. It provides
clear, concise explanations of fundamental grammar points, complete with example sentences. Ideal
for those starting their Japanese language journey, it builds a solid foundation for intermediate and
advanced studies.

2. Japanese the Manga Way: An Illustrated Guide to Grammar and Structure

This engaging book uses manga to teach Japanese grammar in a fun and relatable way. It covers
many intermediate grammar structures with visual examples, making complex concepts easier to
understand. Perfect for learners who enjoy pop culture and want to see grammar in context.

3. Making Sense of Japanese: What the Textbooks Don’t Tell You

This book offers in-depth explanations of tricky grammar points that often confuse learners. It dives
into nuances and real-life usage, bridging the gap between textbook knowledge and practical
communication. Great for intermediate learners seeking to deepen their understanding.

4. Japanese Sentence Patterns for Effective Communication

Focused on sentence construction, this book provides a comprehensive look at various sentence
patterns used in everyday Japanese. It helps learners form correct and natural sentences, enhancing
both writing and speaking skills. A valuable resource for those moving beyond basic grammar.

5. An Integrated Approach to Intermediate Japanese

Designed for intermediate learners, this book integrates grammar, vocabulary, and reading practice.
It systematically introduces grammar points with contextual examples, promoting gradual and
effective learning. Suitable for self-study or classroom use.

6. Japanese Grammar: A Workbook for Self-Study

This workbook offers extensive exercises targeting intermediate grammar topics, helping learners
reinforce their skills through practice. Each section includes explanations followed by drills to test
comprehension. Ideal for learners who prefer active learning methods.

7. Intermediate Japanese Grammar Guide: Mastering Nuances and Usage

This guide delves into the subtleties of intermediate grammar, focusing on proper usage and
common pitfalls. It includes detailed explanations and examples to clarify complex structures.
Perfect for learners aiming to refine their grammatical accuracy.

8. Living Language Japanese, Complete Edition

While comprehensive, this edition covers intermediate grammar points alongside vocabulary and
cultural notes. It provides a balanced approach to language acquisition with audio support for
pronunciation. Suitable for learners who want an all-in-one resource.



9. Japanese Verbs and Essentials of Grammar

This book emphasizes verb forms and essential grammar necessary for intermediate proficiency. It
breaks down conjugations and grammatical functions, making challenging topics accessible. A
practical tool for learners focusing on improving verb usage and sentence variety.
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