a break with charity by ann rinaldi

a break with charity by ann rinaldi is a historical novel that delves into
the Salem witch trials through the eyes of a young protagonist. This
compelling narrative by Ann Rinaldi explores themes of fear, hysteria, and
social injustice, providing readers with an insightful look into one of
America's most infamous events. The book combines historical facts with
fictional elements to create a vivid portrayal of the 1692 Salem community.
It highlights the complexities of human nature under pressure and the
consequences of mass paranoia. Throughout this article, the plot, characters,
historical context, and themes of a break with charity by ann rinaldi will be
explored in detail to offer a comprehensive understanding of the novel’s
significance. Readers interested in historical fiction, colonial American
history, or tales of moral courage will find this analysis particularly
informative.
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Overview of the Novel

A break with charity by Ann Rinaldi is a young adult historical fiction novel
set during the Salem witch trials of 1692. The story is told from the
perspective of Susanna English, a young girl returning to her hometown after
spending time in Boston. Upon her return, she finds the town gripped by fear
and suspicion as accusations of witchcraft begin to spread. The novel follows
Susanna as she navigates the dangers of the hysteria, grappling with loyalty,
truth, and justice. Rinaldi’s portrayal is both engaging and educational,
providing a personalized view of the witch hunt’s impact on individuals and
communities.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Susanna’s arrival in Salem Village, where her
family and neighbors are embroiled in fear of witchcraft. The story traces



the escalation of accusations and trials that result in chaos and tragedy.
Susanna faces the moral dilemma of whether to conform to the town’s panic or
to stand against the injustice she witnesses. Her internal conflict and
growth form the emotional core of the book. The climax revolves around
critical moments where community members confront their fears and prejudices,
leading to irreversible outcomes.

Historical Context of Salem Witch Trials

The Salem witch trials are a significant historical event in colonial
America, marked by mass hysteria and judicial proceedings that condemned many
innocent people. Understanding this background is crucial to appreciating the
depth of a break with charity by Ann Rinaldi. The trials took place in 1692
in Salem Village, Massachusetts, where fear of witchcraft and the devil led
to accusations, imprisonments, and executions.

Causes of the Trials

The novel reflects several historical factors that contributed to the witch
trials, including:

Religious Puritan beliefs and fears of the devil'’s influence

Social tensions and rivalries within the community

Political instability and leadership struggles in Salem

Economic hardships and scapegoating of vulnerable individuals

These elements created a fertile ground for paranoia, which Rinaldi
effectively weaves into her narrative, illustrating the complexity behind the
historical events.

Impact on the Community

The Salem witch trials resulted in profound consequences for the village,
including loss of life, broken families, and a lasting stain on the town’s
history. Through Susanna’s eyes, readers see the emotional and social toll on
both the accused and accusers. The novel emphasizes how fear can override
reason and justice, making a poignant statement about human behavior during
crises.



Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in a break with charity by Ann Rinaldi are carefully crafted
to represent various facets of Salem’s society during the witch trials. Each
plays a role in reflecting the themes of fear, courage, and morality.

Susanna English

As the protagonist and narrator, Susanna is a young woman caught between her
desire to fit in and her sense of right and wrong. Her perspective offers
readers an intimate look at the events unfolding in Salem and the personal
struggles caused by the hysteria.

Supporting Characters

The novel includes several historical and fictional characters who influence
Susanna and the story’s direction. Key figures include:

Mary English, Susanna’s mother, who represents the community’s
traditional values.

Betty Parris and Abigail Williams, whose accusations ignite the witch
trials.

Local ministers and magistrates, who enforce the trials and sentencing.

Neighbors and friends, whose varied reactions demonstrate the spectrum
of fear and complicity.

These characters illustrate the complex social dynamics and individual
choices during the witch hunt.

Thematic Elements in the Story

A break with charity by Ann Rinaldi explores several profound themes that
resonate beyond the historical setting. These themes add depth to the
narrative and invite readers to reflect on broader social issues.

Fear and Hysteria

The novel vividly portrays how fear can escalate into widespread panic,
leading to irrational actions and injustice. The Salem witch trials serve as
a case study in the dangers of mass hysteria and the breakdown of community
trust.



Justice and Morality

Susanna’s journey highlights the conflict between societal pressure and
personal integrity. The story questions the fairness of the trials and
challenges readers to consider the importance of standing up for truth and
justice even in difficult circumstances.

Social Dynamics and Power

The book examines how power structures and social hierarchies influence
events. Accusations of witchcraft often reflect underlying disputes and power
struggles, showing how vulnerable groups can be targeted during times of
crisis.

Author’s Style and Narrative Technique

Ann Rinaldi employs a first-person narrative style that immerses readers in
Susanna’s experiences and emotions. Her use of authentic period language and
detailed descriptions enriches the historical atmosphere.

Historical Accuracy

Rinaldi is known for blending fact and fiction responsibly. In a break with
charity by Ann Rinaldi, she incorporates documented events and real figures
while creating fictional characters and dialogues to enhance the story. This
approach helps readers understand history in a relatable way.

Character Development

The novel emphasizes character growth, especially Susanna’s evolution from a
cautious girl to a courageous individual. Rinaldi’s nuanced characterizations
contribute to the story’s emotional impact and moral complexity.

Reception and Educational Value

A break with charity by Ann Rinaldi has been widely praised for its engaging
storytelling and historical insight. It is frequently included in school
curricula to teach students about the Salem witch trials and early American
history.



Critical Acclaim

The novel has received positive reviews for its vivid portrayal of historical
events and its compelling narrative voice. Critics commend Rinaldi’s ability
to bring a well-known historical episode to life through the eyes of a young
protagonist.

Use in Education

Educators value the book for its accessibility and relevance. It encourages
critical thinking about historical narratives, ethics, and the consequences
of fear-driven actions. Discussion topics often include:

e The causes and effects of the Salem witch trials
e The role of individual conscience in society
e Historical versus fictional storytelling

e Lessons on justice and human rights

These aspects make a break with charity by Ann Rinaldi a valuable resource in
teaching history and literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Break with Charity' by
Ann Rinaldi?

'A Break with Charity' explores themes of guilt, fear, and the struggle
between truth and loyalty during the Salem witch trials.

Who is the protagonist in 'A Break with Charity'?

The protagonist is Susanna English, a young girl who faces moral dilemmas
during the Salem witch trials.

What historical event does 'A Break with Charity'
focus on?

The novel focuses on the Salem witch trials that took place in 1692 in Salem,
Massachusetts.



How does Susanna English's character change
throughout the novel?

Susanna evolves from a naive and fearful girl to a courageous young woman who
stands up for the truth despite social pressure.

Why is the title 'A Break with Charity' significant?

The title reflects the breaking of trust and kindness among the Salem
community, as fear and suspicion override compassion.

What role do the accusations of witchcraft play in
the story?

The accusations drive the plot, creating conflict and highlighting the
dangers of mass hysteria and false accusations.

Is 'A Break with Charity' based on true events?

Yes, the novel is a historical fiction based on the real Salem witch trials,
with some fictional characters and dramatized events.

What lessons can readers learn from 'A Break with
Charity'?

Readers learn about the importance of standing up for truth, the consequences
of fear-driven actions, and the value of integrity.

How does Ann Rinaldi use historical context in the
novel?

Ann Rinaldi incorporates detailed historical facts and authentic settings to
create a vivid portrayal of life during the Salem witch trials.

Additional Resources

1. The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare

Set in 1687 Connecticut, this historical novel follows Kit Tyler, a young
woman who struggles to fit into the strict Puritan society. When she
befriends a suspected witch, tensions rise, and Kit must navigate prejudice
and fear to find her place. The book explores themes of intolerance,
friendship, and courage, much like *A Break with Charity*.

2. The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen
This powerful novel tells the story of a Jewish girl named Hannah who is
transported back in time to World War II during the Holocaust. Through her



experience, readers gain insight into the horrors of the concentration camps.
Like *A Break with Charity*, it combines historical events with a young
protagonist’s personal growth.

3. Blood on the River: James Town 1607 by Elisa Carbone

This book recounts the early days of the Jamestown colony through the eyes of
Samuel Collier, a young boy who becomes a page to Captain John Smith. The
story highlights the challenges, dangers, and cultural encounters faced by
early settlers. It shares with *A Break with Charity* a focus on early
American history and the struggles of youth in difficult times.

4. Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson

Set during the American Revolutionary War, *Chains* follows Isabel, a young
enslaved girl fighting for her freedom. The novel explores themes of slavery,
loyalty, and resilience. Like *A Break with Charity*, it presents a gripping
story of a young girl confronting moral dilemmas in a turbulent historical
period.

5. Sarah Bishop by Scott 0’Dell

After losing her family to smallpox, Sarah Bishop must survive the wilderness
of New England in the 18th century. Her journey is one of self-reliance and
courage as she faces natural and human threats. This novel parallels *A Break
with Charity* in its depiction of a young girl’'s strength during colonial
times.

6. Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks

Based on true events, this novel tells the story of Caleb, a Native American
boy in 17th century Massachusetts who becomes the first indigenous person to
graduate from Harvard. Through the friendship between Caleb and a settler
girl, themes of cultural conflict and understanding are explored. The book
complements *A Break with Charity* by delving into early American colonial
life and complex social dynamics.

7. Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Set during the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, this novel follows 14-
year-old Mattie Cook as she struggles to survive and care for her family. The
story portrays the fear and uncertainty of a historical crisis, similar to
the tension and suspicion in *A Break with Charity*.

8. Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan

This gentle story centers on Sarah, a woman who answers a widower’s
advertisement for a wife and mother in the late 19th century Midwest. The
novel explores themes of family, change, and adaptation. While different in
setting, it shares with *A Break with Charity* the focus on young people's
emotional growth in a historical context.

9. Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder

This classic memoir-style novel recounts Laura Ingalls Wilder’s childhood in
the Wisconsin woods during the late 1800s. It provides a vivid look at
pioneer life, family, and survival. Like *A Break with Charity*, it offers
readers a window into the challenges faced by young girls in America’s past.
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