A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION

A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND TRANSFORMATIVE MOVEMENT WITHIN CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGICAL THOUGHT THAT ADDRESSES THE EXPERIENCES, STRUGGLES, AND ASPIRATIONS OF BLAack PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY
IN THE CONTEXT OF SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION AND RACIAL INJUSTICE. EMERGING PROMINENTLY DURING THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA, THIS
THEOLOGY INTERPRETS THE CHRISTIAN GOSPEL THROUGH THE LENS OF BLACK HISTORY AND CULTURE, EMPHASIZING LIBERATION
FROM SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC BONDAGE. |T CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORKS THAT HAVE
OFTEN OVERLOOKED OR MARGINALIZED THE REALITIES OF BLACK SUFFERING AND RESISTANCE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE
ORIGINS, KEY THEMES, INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, AND ONGOING IMPACT OF A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION. THE DISCUSSION
ALSO HIGHLIGHTS ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH BROADER LIBERATION THEOLOGIES AND ITS ROLE IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL JUSTICE
MOVEMENTS. READERS WILL GAIN A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THIS THEOLOGY NOT ONLY CRITIQUES OPPRESSION
BUT ALSO OFFERS A HOPEFUL VISION GROUNDED IN FAITH AND JUSTICE.
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HisTorICAL ORIGINS OF A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE MID-20TH CENTURY, PARTICULARLY
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE UNITED STATES DURING THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. THIS PERIOD MARKED A CRITICAL MOMENT
WHEN AFRICAN AMERICANS SOUGHT NOT ONLY LEGAL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS BUT ALSO A RENEWED IDENTITY AND
THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK THAT REFLECTED THEIR LIVED EXPERIENCES. THE MOVEMENT AROSE IN RESPONSE TO THE FAILURE OF
TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY TO ADEQUATELY ADDRESS THE PERVASIVE RACISM AND SYSTEMIC INEQUALITY FACED BY
BLACK COMMUNITIES.

THIS THEOLOGY WAS PROFOUNDLY SHAPED BY THE HISTORICAL REALITIES OF SLAVERY, SEGREGATION, AND ONGOING
DISCRIMINATION. |T SOUGHT TO REINTERPRET THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE OF SALVATION AND FREEDOM IN WAYS THAT DIRECTLY
CONFRONTED THESE INJUSTICES. THE BLACK CHURCH PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE AS BOTH A SPIRITUAL SANCTUARY AND A HUB
FOR ACTIVISM, PROVIDING FERTILE GROUND FOR THE EMERGENCE OF THIS LIBERATIVE THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE.

ConNTeXT oF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT PROVIDED THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL BACKDROP THAT ENERGIZED THE FORMULATION OF A BLACK
THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION. LEADERS AND THEOLOGIANS RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR A THEOLOGY THAT WOULD EMPOWER BLACK
INDIVIDUALS TO RESIST OPPRESSION AND CLAIM THEIR DIGNITY. THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS HIGHLIGHTED THE
CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS AND THE REALITIES OF RACIAL INJUSTICE, PROMPTING A CRITICAL
REEVALUATION OF THEOLOGY'S ROLE IN SOCIAL CHANGE.

EARLY THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS

EARLY PROPONENTS BEGAN BY ENGAGING WITH BIBLICAL TEXTS THAT EMPHASIZED LIBERATION AND JUSTICE, SUCH AS THE
EXODUS NARRATIVE AND THE PROPHETIC CALLS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEY CHALLENGED DOMINANT THEOLOGICAL
INTERPRETATIONS THAT HAD BEEN USED TO JUSTIFY SEGREGATION AND INEQUALITY. THIS FOUNDATION LAID THE GROUNDW ORK
FOR A THEOLOGY THAT WAS NOT ONLY DESCRIPTIVE BUT ALSO PRESCRIPTIVE IN ADVOCATING FOR SOCIETAL



TRANSFORMATION.

Core THEMES AND PRINCIPLES

A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION CENTERS ON SEVERAL KEY THEMES THAT DISTINGUISH IT WITHIN THE BROADER CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGICAL TRADITION. THESE THEMES ARTICULATE A VISION OF FAITH DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE STRUGGLE FOR
JUSTICE AND HUMAN DIGNITY.

GoD’s PReFeReNTIAL OPTION FOR THE OPPRESSED

THIS PRINCIPLE ASSERTS THAT GOD STANDS PARTICULARLY WITH THE OPPRESSED AND MARGINALIZED. |T EMPHASIZES THAT
DIVINE CONCERN IS NOT ABSTRACT BUT ACTIVELY ALIGNED WITH THOSE WHO SUFFER INJUSTICE. IN THE CONTEXT OF BLACK
LIBERATION, THIS CONCEPT AFFIRMS THAT GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF BLACK PEOPLE RESISTING SYSTEMIC RACISM AND
DEHUMANIZATION.

FREEDOM AND JUSTICE AS THEOLOGICAL IMPERATIVES

FREEDOM FROM BONDAGE AND THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE ARE CENTRAL THEOLOGICAL IMPERATIVES. THIS THEOLOGY INTERPRETS
SALVATION NOT ONLY AS SPIRITUAL REDEMPTION BUT AS LIBERATION FROM ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION.JUSTICE IS
UNDERSTOOD AS A CONCRETE, SOCIAL REALITY THAT MUST BE PURSUED IN COMMUNITY AND ACTION.

THE RoLE oF Jesus CHRIST AS LIBERATOR

JESUS CHRIST IS PORTRAYED AS A LIBERATOR WHO IDENTIFIES WITH THE OPPRESSED AND CHALLENGES UNJUST STRUCTURES. His
LIFE, DEATH, AND RESURRECTION ARE SEEN AS THE DEFINITIVE REVELATION OF Gob’S COMMITMENT TO FREEDOM AND JUSTICE.
THIS CHRISTOLOGY INSPIRES BELIEVERS TO ENGAGE IN ACTIVE RESISTANCE AGAINST SYSTEMS OF RACIAL AND SOCIAL
OPPRESSION.

COMMUNITY AND SOLIDARITY

THE BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNAL IDENTITY AND SOLIDARITY. |T STRESSES
COLLECTIVE LIBERATION RATHER THAN INDIVIDUAL SALVATION, ENCOURAGING MUTUAL SUPPORT AMONG THOSE FACING
MARGINALIZATION. THIS COMMUNAL APPROACH REFLECTS AFRICAN CULTURAL VALUES AND STRENGTHENS RESISTANCE
MOVEMENTS.

SUMMARY ofF Core THEMES

e (GOD’S PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE OPPRESSED
e FREEDOM AND JUSTICE AS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION
L4 JESUS CHRIST AS LIBERATOR AND MODEL FOR ACTIVISM

® EMPHASIS ON COMMUNITY, SOLIDARITY, AND SHARED STRUGGLE



INFLUENTIAL FIGURES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

THE DEVELOPMENT AND DISSEMINATION OF A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION OWE MUCH TO KEY THEOLOGIANS AND ACTIVISTS
WHO ARTICULATED ITS PRINCIPLES AND APPLIED THEM TO REAL-WORLD STRUGGLES.

JaMes H. Cone

OFTEN REGARDED AS THE FATHER OF BLACK THEOLOGY, JAMES H. CONE'S PIONEERING WORKS IN THE LATE 1960S AND BEYOND
LAID THE INTELLECTUAL FOUNDATION FOR THE MOVEMENT. HIS SEMINAL BOOK, “BLACK THEOLOGY AND BLACK POWER,”
ARGUED THAT THEOLOGY MUST BE RELEVANT TO THE LIVED EXPERIENCES OF BLACK PEOPLE AND THAT LIBERATION WAS
ESSENTIAL TO THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE.

DeLores S. WiLLIAMS

W/ILLIAMS MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS BY INCORPORATING FEMINIST PERSPECTIVES INTO BLACK LIBERATION THEOLOGY.
SHE HIGHLIGHTED THE EXPERIENCES OF BLACK WOMEN AND CRITIQUED PATRIARCHY WITHIN BOTH SOCIETY AND RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS, EXPANDING THE SCOPE OF LIBERATION THEOLOGY TO INCLUDE GENDER JUSTICE.

OTHER NoTABLE CONTRIBUTORS

MANY OTHER THEOLOGIANS AND LEADERS HAVE ENRICHED THE DISCOURSE, INCLUDING CORNEL \X/EST/ CHARLES H. LONG/ AND
JAMES HaL CoNE’'S CONTEMPORARIES. THEIR DIVERSE APPROACHES HAVE DEEPENED THE THEOLOGY’S ENGAGEMENT WITH
CULTURAL, POLITICAL, AND THEOLOGICAL ISSUES FACING BLACK COMMUNITIES.

RELATIONSHIP TO BROADER LIBERATION THEOLOGIES

A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION SHARES IMPORTANT AFFINITIES WITH OTHER LIBERATION THEOLOGIES THAT EMERGED
GLOBALLY, INCLUDING LATIN AMERICAN LIBERATION THEOLOGY AND FEMINIST LIBERATION THEOLOGY. THESE MOVEMENTS
COLLECTIVELY EMPHASIZE THE LINK BETWEEN FAITH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, FOCUSING ON THE EXPERIENCES OF MARGINALIZED
POPULATIONS.

COMMONALITIES

ALL LIBERATION THEOLOGIES CRITIQUE OPPRESSION AND SEEK TO REINTERPRET CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF
THE OPPRESSED. THEY PRIORITIZE PRAXIS—FAITH IN ACTION—AND EMPHASIZE GOD’S CONCERN FOR JUSTICE AND FREEDOM.

DisTINCTIVE ELEMENTS

BLACK LIBERATION THEOLOGY IS DISTINCTIVE IN ITS SPECIFIC FOCUS ON RACIAL OPPRESSION AND THE AFRICAN AMERICAN
EXPERIENCE. [T DRAWS HEAVILY ON BLACK CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, HISTORY, AND THE ONGOING STRUGGLE AGAINST RACISM IN
THE UNITED STATES.

DIALOGUE AND INFLUENCE

THERE HAS BEEN SIGNIFICANT DIALOGUE BETWEEN BLACK THEOLOGY AND OTHER LIBERATION THEOLOGIES, ENRICHING EACH
TRADITION AND FOSTERING BROADER MOVEMENTS FOR JUSTICE WITHIN GLOBAL CHRISTIANITY.



IMPACT ON CONTEMPORARY SocCIAL JUSTICE AND FAITH COMMUNITIES

THE INFLUENCE OF A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION EXTENDS BEYOND ACADEMIC CIRCLES INTO CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL
JUSTICE ACTIVISM AND FAITH COMMUNITIES. |T CONTINUES TO INSPIRE MOVEMENTS THAT ADDRESS SYSTEMIC RACISM, ECONOMIC
INEQUALITY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

RoLE IN MODERN ACTIVISM

THIS THEOLOGY PROVIDES A MORAL AND SPIRITUAL FRAMEWORK FOR ACTIVISTS ENGAGED IN MOVEMENTS SUCH AS BLACK
LIvVES MATTER. |T ENCOURAGES FAITH COMMUNITIES TO CONFRONT INJUSTICE COURAGEOUSLY AND TO ALIGN THEIR RELIGIOUS
CONVICTIONS WITH SOCIAL ACTION.

TRANSFORMATION OF CHURCHES AND INSTITUTIONS

MANY BLACK CHURCHES AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS HAVE EMBRACED LIBERATION THEOLOGY PRINCIPLES, SHAPING \W ORSHIP
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, AND ADVOCACY. THIS HAS LED TO GREATER AWARENESS AND EFFORTS TO DISMANTLE SYSTEMIC
RACISM WITHIN RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS THEMSEL VES.

/

EbucATIONAL AND THEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS

SEMINARIES AND THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS INCREASINGLY INCORPORATE BLACK LIBERATION THEOLOGY INTO THEIR CURRICULA,
FOSTERING NEWW GENERATIONS OF LEADERS EQUIPPED TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF RACE, JUSTICE, AND FAITH.

Key AReEaAS oF CONTEMPORARY INFLUENCE

® EMPOWERMENT OF MARGINALIZED FAITH COMMUNITIES

INTEGRATION OF THEOLOGY AND SOCIAL ACTIVISM

® PROMOTION OF RACIAL JUSTICE AND EQUALITY

o RENEWAL OF CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN CONTEXTS OF OPPRESSION

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION?

A BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION IS A THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE THAT INTERPRETS CHRISTIANITY THROUGH THE
EXPERIENCES AND STRUGGLES OF BLACK PEOPLE, EMPHASIZING LIBERATION FROM RACIAL OPPRESSION AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE.

\X/HO IS CONSIDERED A FOUNDER OF BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION?

JAMES H. CONE IS WIDELY REGARDED AS THE FOUNDER OF BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION, PARTICULARLY THROUGH HIS
SEMINAL WORK ‘BLACK THEOLOGY AND BLACK POWER' PUBLISHED IN 1969.



How DOES BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION INTERPRET THE BIBLEP

BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION INTERPRETS THE BIBLE AS A TEXT THAT ADVOCATES FOR THE LIBERATION OF OPPRESSED
PEOPLES, HIGHLIGHTING THEMES OF FREEDOM, JUSTICE, AND GoD’S PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE MARGINALIZED.

\WHAT ROLE DOES THE CONCEPT OF LIBERATION PLAY IN BLACK THEOLOGY?

LIBERATION IS CENTRAL TO BLACK THEOLOGY AS IT FOCUSES ON FREEING BLACK PEOPLE FROM SYSTEMIC RACISM, ECONOMIC
EXPLOITATION, AND SOCIAL MARGINALIZATION, VIE\X/INGJESUS CHRIST AS A LIBERATOR.

How IS BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION DIFFERENT FROM TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGY?

UNLIKE TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY, WHICH MAY BE MORE ABSTRACT OR UNIVERSAL, BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION
IS CONTEXTUAL, ROOTED IN THE LIVED EXPERIENCES OF BLACK PEOPLE AND DIRECTLY ADDRESSES ISSUES OF RACIAL INJUSTICE
AND OPPRESSION.

WHAT SOCIAL MOVEMENTS INFLUENCED BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION?

THe CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND THE BLACK POWER MOVEMENT SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION,
SHAPING ITS FOCUS ON RACIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT.

How DoES BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION ADDRESS SYSTEMIC RACISM?

BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION CRITIQUES AND CHALLENGES SYSTEMIC RACISM BY EXPOSING ITS INJUSTICES AND CALLING FOR
SOCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL TRANSFORMATION BASED ON BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE AND EQUALITY.

CAN BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION BE APPLIED GLOBALLY?

YES/ WHILE ROOTED IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION HAS INSPIRED LIBERATION
THEOLOGIES WORLDWIDE, ADDRESSING RACIAL AND SOCIAL INJUSTICES IN VARIOUS CONTEXTS.

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION AND OTHER
LIBERATION THEOLOGIES?

BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION SHARES COMMON THEMES WITH OTHER LIBERATION THEOLOGIES, SUCH AS LATIN AMERICAN
AND FEMINIST LIBERATION THEOLOGY, INCLUDING A FOCUS ON OPPRESSION, JUSTICE, AND THE PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE
POOR.

How DOES BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION INFLUENCE CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL
JUSTICE MOVEMENTS?

BLACK THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION PROVIDES A THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK THAT SUPPORTS AND MOTIVATES CONTEMPORARY
SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS BY EMPHASIZING THE MORAL IMPERATIVE TO COMBAT RACISM, INEQUALITY, AND OPPRESSION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. “BLACk THEOLOGY AND BLACK Power”BY JAMES H. CoNne

THIS FOUNDATIONAL WORK INTRODUCES THE CONCEPT OF BLACK THEOLOGY AS A THEOLOGICAL RESPONSE TO THE RACIAL
OPPRESSION EXPERIENCED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS. CONE ARGUES THAT GOD IDENTIFIES WITH THE OPPRESSED AND THAT BLACK
POWER IS A NECESSARY ASSERTION OF DIGNITY AND JUSTICE. THE BOOK CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY BY
CENTERING THE EXPERIENCES AND STRUGGLES OF BLACK PEOPLE.



2. “A BLAck THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION” BY JAMES H. CONE

IN THIS SEMINAL TEXT, CONE FURTHER DEVELOPS HIS IDEAS ON HOW CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY MUST BE REINTERPRETED THROUGH
THE LENS OF BLACK LIBERATION. HE EXPLORES THEMES OF OPPRESSION, FREEDOM, AND THE ROLE OF JESUS AS A LIBERATOR. THIS
BOOK IS ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING HOW THEOLOGY CAN BE A TOOL FOR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ACTIVISM WITHIN THE
BLACK COMMUNITY.

3. “Gobp oF THE OpPrReSSED” BY JAMES H. CONE

CONE PRESENTS A POWERFUL ARGUMENT THAT GOD’S PRIMARY CONCERN IS WITH THE OPPRESSED, ESPECIALLY AFRICAN
AMERICANS ENDURING SYSTEMIC RACISM. THE BOOK CONNECTS THE BIBLICAL TRADITION TO THE CONTEMPORARY STRUGGLE FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS AND JUSTICE. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF LIBERATION THEOLOGY IN CONFRONTING SOCIAL INEQUALITIES.

4. “THe BLAck CHRIST” BY JAMES H. Cone

THIS BOOK CHALLENGES THE EUROCENTRIC DEPICTION OF CHRIST BY PRESENTING JESUS AS A BLACK FIGURE WHO EMBODIES THE
SUFFERING AND HOPE OF BLACK PEOPLE. CONE EXPLORES HOW CHRIST’S IDENTITY IS INTERTWINED WITH THE REALITIES OF
RACIAL OPPRESSION AND LIBERATION. |T IS A PROFOUND REFLECTION ON THE INTERSECTION OF RACE, THEOLOGY, AND IDENTITY.

5. “LiBERATION THEOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTION” BY ROBERT MCAFEE BROWN

\W/HILE NOT EXCLUSIVELY FOCUSED ON BLACK THEOLOGY, THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF LIBERATION
THEOLOGY, INCLUDING ITS APPLICATION WITHIN THE BLACK THEOLOGICAL TRADITION. BROWN DISCUSSES THE HISTORICAL
CONTEXT AND KEY THEMES SUCH AS JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND THE PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE OPPRESSED. THE BOOK IS
VALUABLE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BROADER FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH BLACK THEOLOGY OPERATES.

6. “BLACk THEOLOGY IN THE UNITED STATES” BY JAMES H. EVANS JR.

EVANS OFFERS A DETAILED HISTORICAL AND THEOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF BLACK THEOLOGY’S DEVELOPMENT IN AMERICA. THE
BOOK TRACES THE MOVEMENT’S ROOTS, KEY FIGURES, AND MAJOR DEBATES, PROVIDING CONTEXT FOR ITS ONGOING EVOLUTION.
[T IS AN IMPORTANT RESOURCE FOR SCHOLARS AND READERS INTERESTED IN THE DYNAMICS OF RACE AND RELIGION.

7. “WomaANIST THEoLOGY: BLACk WomMEN’s VVoices™ EpiTED BY DIANA L. HAYES

THIS COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK WOMEN THEOLOGIANS TO THE DISCOURSE ON BLACK LIBERATION
THEOLOGY. W/ OMANIST THEOLOGY ADDRESSES THE INTERSECTIONS OF RACE, GENDER, AND CLASS, OFFERING A DISTINCT
PERSPECTIVE WITHIN THE BROADER LIBERATION THEOLOGY MOVEMENT. THE ESSAYS EMPHASIZE EMPOWERMENT, JUSTICE, AND
HEALING FOR BLACK WOMEN.

8. “Jesus AND THE DISINHERITED” BY HOWARD THURMAN

THURMAN, A KEY INFLUENCE ON BLACK LIBERATION THEOLOGY, EXPLORES HOW THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS OFFER HOPE AND
GUIDANCE TO MARGINALIZED AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE. | HE BOOK REFLECTS ON NONVIOLENCE, LOVE, AND RESILIENCE AS TOOLS
FOR SOCIAL CHANGE. THURMAN’S WORK LAID IMPORTANT GROUNDWORK FOR LATER BLACK THEOLOGIANS LIKE JAMES CONE.

9. “THE CrROSS AND THE L YNCHING TREE” BY JAMES H. CONE

IN THIS PROFOUND WORK, CONE JUXTAPOSES THE CHRISTIAN SYMBOL OF THE CROSS WITH THE BRUTAL HISTORY OF LYNCHING
IN AMERICA. HE ARGUES THAT THE CROSS REPRESENTS SUFFERING AND HOPE FOR BLACK AMERICANS IN THE FACE OF RACIAL
TERROR. T HE BOOK DEEPENS THE UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION AS A SYMBOL OF BLACK PAIN AND RESISTANCE.
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