73 87 ¢10 steering column diagram

73 87 c10 steering column diagram is an essential reference for anyone working on or restoring
Chevrolet C10 trucks from the years 1973 to 1987. Understanding the steering column layout and
wiring is crucial for proper installation, troubleshooting, or customization of the steering system.
This article will provide a detailed overview of the 73 87 C10 steering column diagram, explaining its
components, wiring connections, and functional aspects. Whether for restoration, repair, or
modification, having an accurate steering column diagram helps ensure safety and functionality.
Alongside wiring, mechanical linkages and features like tilt or telescoping columns will be discussed.
This comprehensive guide will also cover common issues and tips for interpreting the diagram
effectively.

e Overview of the 73 87 C10 Steering Column

e Key Components in the Steering Column Diagram
e Wiring and Electrical Connections

e Mechanical Features and Adjustments

e Common Troubleshooting and Maintenance Tips

Overview of the 73 87 C10 Steering Column

The 73 87 C10 steering column refers to the steering assembly used in Chevrolet C10 pickup trucks
produced between 1973 and 1987. These trucks featured a column-mounted steering system that
integrated mechanical and electrical components necessary for vehicle control and safety. The
steering column design evolved slightly over this period, but the fundamental layout remained
consistent, making a unified steering column diagram highly valuable for restoration and repair
work.

Understanding the steering column's design involves comprehending both its mechanical
construction and the embedded electrical wiring. The column serves as the critical connection
between the steering wheel and the steering box or rack, transmitting driver input to the wheels.
Additionally, it houses switches and wiring for turn signals, horn, ignition, and sometimes cruise
control or tilt mechanisms. A precise 73 87 C10 steering column diagram illustrates these elements
and their interconnections, providing a roadmap for technicians and enthusiasts.

Key Components in the Steering Column Diagram

The steering column diagram for the 73 87 C10 highlights several essential components that make
up the assembly. Each plays a vital role in ensuring safe and responsive steering operation.



Steering Shaft

The steering shaft is the central mechanical element that connects the steering wheel to the steering
box or gear. It transmits the rotational motion applied by the driver to the steering mechanism,
enabling directional control of the vehicle.

Ignition Switch

The ignition switch is typically mounted on the steering column, controlling the vehicle's power
system. The diagram shows its location and wiring connections, which are essential for starting the
engine and operating electrical systems.

Turn Signal Switch

The turn signal switch is integrated within the steering column assembly, allowing the driver to
signal directional changes. The wiring for the turn indicators, hazard lights, and related circuits is
routed through this switch.

Horn Assembly

The horn button and its wiring pass through the steering column. The diagram identifies the horn
circuit, showing how pressing the horn activates the horn relay and sound device.

Column Housing and Mounts

The physical structure or housing protects internal components and supports the steering column
within the vehicle's dashboard and firewall. Mounting points and brackets are detailed in the
diagram for proper installation and alignment.

Wiring and Electrical Connections

The electrical wiring in the 73 87 C10 steering column is a critical aspect illustrated in the steering
column diagram. It encompasses circuits for ignition, turn signals, horn, and in some cases,
additional features such as cruise control or lighting controls.

Ignition Wiring

The ignition switch wiring includes connections for the battery, starter solenoid, ignition coil, and
accessory circuits. The diagram clarifies wire colors and terminal locations, which assists in
accurate wiring or diagnosis of electrical faults.

Turn Signal and Hazard Lights Wiring

The turn signal wiring integrates with the multifunction switch on the column. The diagram shows
how wires connect to the flasher relay, lamps, and hazard switch, ensuring proper signaling
functionality.



Horn Wiring

Horn wiring typically involves a ground circuit through the steering wheel button and a power
supply via the horn relay. The steering column diagram outlines these connections for effective
troubleshooting and horn installation.

Additional Electrical Features

Some 73 87 C10 models include wiring for tilt column controls, cruise control switches, or lighting
dimmers mounted on the column. The diagram may detail these auxiliary circuits, providing a
complete electrical overview.

e Wire color codes and terminal identification
¢ Routing paths through the column and firewall
e Connector types and pin assignments

e Ground points and safety interlocks

Mechanical Features and Adjustments

The mechanical design of the 73 87 C10 steering column provides functionality beyond basic
steering input. The diagram often includes details on these mechanical features to guide installation
and adjustment.

Tilt Steering Column Mechanism

Many C10 trucks from this era are equipped with a tilt steering column, allowing drivers to adjust
the steering wheel angle. The diagram identifies the tilt lever, pivot points, and locking mechanism
components.

Steering Column Bearings and Bushings

Proper operation of the steering column relies on bearings and bushings that reduce friction and
ensure smooth steering shaft rotation. The diagram shows their placement and specifications for
maintenance or replacement.

Universal Joints and Couplings

The column connects to the steering gear via universal joints or couplings that accommodate
angular movement and vibration. The diagram illustrates these mechanical linkages for correct
alignment and assembly.



Column Mounting and Adjustment Points

Mounting brackets and adjustment bolts secure the steering column to the vehicle frame or dash.
The diagram details their locations and torque specifications for safe and stable mounting.

Common Troubleshooting and Maintenance Tips

Using the 73 87 C10 steering column diagram effectively can aid in diagnosing common issues and
performing routine maintenance. Awareness of typical problems and their solutions ensures reliable
steering performance.

Diagnosing Electrical Faults

Faulty ignition switches, turn signal malfunctions, or horn failures often stem from wiring issues
within the steering column. The diagram helps trace circuits to pinpoint loose connections, damaged
wires, or faulty switches.

Addressing Mechanical Wear

Wear in bearings, bushings, or universal joints can cause steering play or noise. The diagram assists
in identifying these parts for inspection and replacement.

Adjusting Tilt and Steering Alignment

Proper adjustment of the tilt mechanism and column alignment is necessary for driver comfort and
safety. The diagram provides reference points and procedures to ensure correct settings.

Preventive Maintenance Checklist

e Regular inspection of wiring harnesses for damage or corrosion
e Lubrication of bearings and moving parts within the column
e Verification of tightness and condition of mounting hardware

 Testing functionality of ignition, horn, and turn signal switches

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a steering column diagram for a 73-87
C10 truck?

A steering column diagram for a 73-87 C10 truck provides a detailed visual representation of the



steering column's components and wiring, helping with repairs, troubleshooting, and restoration.

Where can I find a reliable 73-87 C10 steering column wiring
diagram?

Reliable 73-87 C10 steering column wiring diagrams can be found in factory service manuals,
specialized automotive forums, or websites dedicated to classic Chevy trucks like C10.

What are the common components shown in a 73-87 C10
steering column diagram?

Common components include the ignition switch, turn signal switch, wiring harness, key lock
cylinder, steering shaft, and sometimes the tilt mechanism and hazard switch.

How can a steering column diagram help with fixing turn
signal issues on a 73-87 C10?

The diagram helps identify the wiring and switch connections related to the turn signals, allowing
you to trace faults, check continuity, and replace or repair the correct parts.

Are there differences in the steering column wiring diagrams
between the 1973 and 1987 C10 models?

Yes, there may be differences due to changes in electrical systems, ignition switch designs, or
additional features added over the years, so it's important to use the diagram specific to your model
year.

Can I use a 73-87 C10 steering column diagram to upgrade to
a tilt steering column?

Yes, the diagram can assist in understanding the wiring and mechanical layout, but upgrading to a
tilt steering column may require additional parts and modifications beyond the original diagram.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding the 73-87 C10 Steering Column: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the steering column components for Chevy C10 trucks
produced between 1973 and 1987. It includes detailed diagrams, part identification, and
troubleshooting tips. Ideal for restorers and mechanics aiming for precision in their work.

2. Chevy C10 Restoration Handbook: Steering and Suspension Systems

Focused on restoring the iconic Chevy C10, this handbook covers steering and suspension systems
extensively. It provides clear diagrams and step-by-step instructions for diagnosing and repairing the
steering column. The book is perfect for both beginners and experienced restorers.

3. Classic Truck Steering Systems: The 73-87 Chevy C10 Edition



This title dives into the mechanics of the steering systems used in classic Chevy trucks from 1973 to
1987. With detailed illustrations and breakdowns of the steering column assembly, it helps readers
understand the engineering behind these vintage vehicles. Restorers will find valuable insights for
maintaining authenticity.

4. Automotive Wiring and Diagrams: C10 Steering Column Focus

A specialized guide focusing on the wiring and electrical diagrams associated with the 73-87 C10
steering column. The book clarifies complex wiring paths, horn circuits, and ignition switch
connections. It’s an essential resource for anyone working on electrical repairs or upgrades.

5. Step-by-Step Chevy C10 Steering Column Rebuild

This practical manual walks readers through the process of dismantling, inspecting, and rebuilding
the steering column of a 73-87 Chevy C10. It includes tips on sourcing parts, avoiding common
pitfalls, and ensuring smooth steering operation post-rebuild. Great for hands-on mechanics and
hobbyists.

6. Vintage Chevy C10 Truck Repair Manual: Steering Components

Covering repair techniques for various steering components, this manual is tailored for vintage
Chevy C10 trucks. It features exploded diagrams and maintenance schedules specific to the
1973-1987 models. The book is a must-have for professional mechanics and DIY enthusiasts alike.

7. The Chevy C10 Steering Column Wiring Bible

This reference book compiles all known wiring diagrams related to the steering column of the 73-87
C10 series. It helps users trace circuits for horn, turn signals, and ignition with clarity and accuracy.
A valuable tool for troubleshooting electrical issues in classic Chevy trucks.

8. Restoring Classic Chevy Trucks: Steering and Control Systems

A broad restoration guide that includes a focused section on steering columns for Chevy C10 trucks
from 1973 to 1987. The book combines historical context with technical instructions and diagrams.
It’s designed to assist restorers in achieving both functionality and originality.

9. Chevy C10 Steering Column Troubleshooting and Repair

This book addresses common problems encountered in the steering columns of 73-87 Chevy C10
trucks and offers systematic repair solutions. It includes visual aids and diagnostic flowcharts to
help identify issues quickly. Perfect for mechanics seeking to enhance their diagnostic skills.
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