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going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history
is an essential resource for students, educators, and history enthusiasts
seeking a comprehensive understanding of early American history through
primary sources. This volume compiles a wide array of documents, speeches,
letters, and firsthand accounts that illuminate the political, social, and
cultural developments in America from its earliest days up until 1877. By
engaging directly with original texts, readers gain invaluable insights into
the perspectives and experiences of historical figures and everyday
individuals alike. The Bedford Reader emphasizes critical thinking and
contextual analysis, making it an indispensable tool for deepening one’s
grasp of American history. This article explores the structure, content, and
educational value of going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader
in american history. It also discusses its role in enhancing historical
literacy and pedagogy. The following sections outline the key features,
thematic coverage, and practical applications of this important reader.

Overview of Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877

Content and Thematic Organization

Educational Benefits and Uses

Approach to Primary Sources in American History

Comparisons with Other Historical Readers

Overview of Going to the Source Volume 1 to
1877

Going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history
presents a curated collection of primary documents that cover the formative
years of the United States. This volume spans crucial periods such as the
colonial era, the American Revolution, the drafting of foundational
documents, westward expansion, and the Civil War through Reconstruction. It
provides readers with direct access to the voices that shaped the nation’s
trajectory. The editorial approach focuses on authenticity, offering
unfiltered historical materials accompanied by contextual introductions and
annotations to facilitate understanding.

Scope and Chronology

The reader’s materials are organized chronologically from the earliest
colonial expeditions to the end of Reconstruction in 1877. This time frame
encapsulates major political, social, and economic transformations in
American history. By structuring the content in this way, the Bedford Reader
allows for a sequential exploration of cause and effect, highlighting
continuity and change over time.



Editorial Approach

The editors prioritize accuracy and representativeness, selecting documents
that illustrate diverse viewpoints and experiences. Each primary source is
supplemented with explanatory notes to clarify historical context,
terminology, and significance. This approach ensures that readers can
critically engage with the material rather than passively consuming it.

Content and Thematic Organization

The content of going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in
american history is divided into thematic sections that reflect key aspects
of early American history. These themes help readers to understand complex
historical phenomena by examining them from multiple angles through original
documents.

Major Themes Covered

Colonial Foundations and Native American Relations

The Struggle for Independence and Revolutionary Ideals

Constitutional Development and Political Debate

Expansion, Slavery, and Sectional Conflict

The Civil War and Reconstruction Efforts

Types of Primary Sources Included

The reader features a diverse array of documents, including:

Political declarations and speeches

Personal letters and diaries

Newspaper articles and editorials

Legal documents such as the Constitution and amendments

Eyewitness accounts and narratives

Educational Benefits and Uses

Going to the source volume 1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history
is designed to support active learning and critical analysis in educational
settings. Its use enhances students’ ability to interpret historical evidence
and develop informed perspectives on past events.



Developing Critical Thinking Skills

By interacting with primary sources, students learn to assess bias,
perspective, and reliability. The reader’s annotations and questions
encourage deeper inquiry and contextual understanding, promoting analytical
skills vital for historical literacy.

Supporting Curriculum and Instruction

This volume aligns well with academic standards in history education, serving
as a core text for college-level American history courses. It provides
instructors with rich material for lectures, discussions, and assignments
that emphasize source-based learning.

Approach to Primary Sources in American History

The Bedford Reader’s methodology centers on “going to the source” as a way to
bridge the gap between textbook summaries and original historical evidence.
This approach fosters a nuanced comprehension of America’s past by
privileging firsthand testimony and documents.

Contextualization and Interpretation

Each document is accompanied by editorial introductions that place it within
the broader historical narrative. This framework guides readers in
interpreting the source’s significance, background, and impact without
overshadowing the original voice.

Encouraging Historical Empathy

Engagement with authentic documents allows readers to appreciate the
complexity of historical actors’ motivations and challenges. This empathy
deepens understanding beyond abstract facts, highlighting human dimensions of
history.

Comparisons with Other Historical Readers

When compared to other primary source collections, going to the source volume
1 to 1877 the bedford reader in american history distinguishes itself through
its balanced selection, editorial rigor, and pedagogical focus. Its
comprehensive coverage and accessible presentation make it a preferred choice
for many educators.

Strengths and Unique Features

Extensive chronological span covering early to post-Reconstruction
America



Inclusive range of document types representing multiple perspectives

Clear, concise editorial support facilitating independent analysis

Integration of thematic organization with chronological flow

Potential Limitations

While highly valuable, the volume’s focus on documents up to 1877 means it
does not cover later developments in American history. Users seeking a full
historical continuum may need to supplement with additional volumes or
readers covering subsequent periods.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Going to the Source Volume
1 to 1877' in The Bedford Reader series?

'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' focuses on primary documents and
historical texts that cover American history from the earliest times up to
the year 1877, providing readers with firsthand perspectives on significant
events and themes.

How is 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877'
structured to help students understand American
history?

The book is organized chronologically and thematically, featuring a wide
range of primary sources such as speeches, letters, diaries, and official
documents, accompanied by contextual introductions and questions to
facilitate critical thinking.

Who are the editors or authors behind 'Going to the
Source Volume 1 to 1877' in The Bedford Reader?

'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' is edited by Elizabeth Gaynor Ellis
and Anthony Esler, who compiled and annotated the primary documents to
enhance comprehension and engagement.

Why is using primary sources important in studying
American history as emphasized in this volume?

Primary sources provide direct evidence of historical events and
perspectives, allowing students to interpret history from original materials
and develop a deeper, more nuanced understanding of the past.

What time period does 'Going to the Source Volume 1



to 1877' cover in American history?

The volume covers American history from pre-Columbian times through the
Reconstruction era, ending in 1877.

Can 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877' be used
for college-level coursework?

Yes, the volume is widely used in college and advanced high school courses to
support the study of American history through primary documents.

How does 'Going to the Source Volume 1 to 1877'
complement traditional history textbooks?

It complements traditional textbooks by providing original documents that
allow readers to engage directly with historical voices, thereby enriching
the narrative and encouraging analytical skills.

What types of primary sources are included in 'Going
to the Source Volume 1 to 1877'?

The book includes a variety of sources such as political speeches, personal
letters, legal documents, newspaper articles, and eyewitness accounts.

How can educators effectively use 'Going to the
Source Volume 1 to 1877' in their teaching?

Educators can use the volume to facilitate document-based discussions,
critical analysis exercises, and writing assignments that encourage students
to interpret and evaluate historical evidence.

Additional Resources
1. Going to the Source: The Bedford Reader in American History, Volume 1 to
1877
This comprehensive reader offers a rich collection of primary source
documents that illuminate American history up to 1877. It provides students
with firsthand accounts, speeches, letters, and essays that bring historical
events to life. The volume encourages critical thinking and helps readers
understand the complexity of America's early development through diverse
perspectives.

2. A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn
Zinn’s classic work presents American history from the viewpoint of
marginalized groups often left out of traditional narratives. It covers major
events and periods up to the Reconstruction era, emphasizing the experiences
of Native Americans, African Americans, laborers, and women. This book
complements primary sources by offering thoughtful analysis and context.

3. Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History by Eric Foner
This anthology compiles speeches, letters, poems, and legal documents that
reflect the evolving struggles for freedom in America until the late 19th
century. Foner's selections highlight the contest over liberty and rights
among different groups, making it an essential companion for studying early



American history. The book includes insightful introductions that frame each
document historically.

4. American Voices: Readings in American History, Volume 1
This collection features a diverse range of primary sources from the colonial
period through Reconstruction. It provides context and commentary that help
readers analyze the motives and impacts of historical figures and movements.
The volume is designed to engage students with the voices that shaped the
nation’s early history.

5. The American Nation: A History of the United States to 1877 by Mark C.
Carnes and John A. Garraty
This textbook offers a thorough narrative of American history up to 1877,
integrating political, social, and cultural developments. It pairs well with
primary source readers by providing a clear framework for understanding
historical events and their significance. The book is known for its
accessible prose and balanced perspective.

6. Colonial America: Documents and Essays edited by William B. Willcox and
Walter L. Arnstein
Focusing on the colonial period, this compilation presents key documents
alongside scholarly essays that explore the foundations of American society.
It covers topics such as settlement, Native American relations, and early
governance. The book is valuable for understanding the origins and
complexities of colonial life.

7. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 by Eric Foner
Foner’s in-depth study of the Reconstruction era combines narrative history
with a wide range of primary sources. It examines the challenges of
rebuilding the nation after the Civil War and the struggles for civil rights
and political power. This work is essential for understanding the closing
years covered in Volume 1 to 1877.

8. The American Journey: A History of the United States, Volume 1 by David
Goldfield et al.
This engaging textbook offers a comprehensive look at American history
through 1877, integrating political, economic, and cultural perspectives. It
includes numerous excerpts from primary sources, making it a useful resource
for students seeking to connect historical narrative with original documents.
The book emphasizes the diversity of experiences in early America.

9. Founding Voices: The Origins of American Political Thought
This collection presents foundational writings from the colonial period
through the early republic, including essays, letters, and speeches by key
figures. It explores the development of American political ideas and
ideologies that shaped the nation’s beginnings. The volume helps readers
understand the intellectual context behind the primary sources in early
American history.
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