
gm flat tow guide

gm flat tow guide provides essential information for owners and enthusiasts of General Motors vehicles who
need to flat tow their cars safely and effectively. Flat towing, also known as dinghy towing, involves pulling
a vehicle behind a motorhome or another towing vehicle with all four wheels on the road. This method is
popular for its convenience and cost-effectiveness, but it requires specific knowledge about the vehicle’s
towing capabilities and limitations. This comprehensive guide covers everything from understanding which GM
models can be flat towed, the proper equipment needed, step-by-step towing procedures, and safety precautions
to consider. Additionally, this article will address common issues and maintenance tips related to flat towing
GM vehicles, ensuring a smooth and damage-free towing experience. Whether towing a Chevrolet, GMC, or
Cadillac, this gm flat tow guide serves as an authoritative resource for both novice and experienced tow
vehicle operators.
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Understanding GM Vehicles and Flat Towing

Not all General Motors vehicles are suitable for flat towing, and understanding which models can be safely
towed is critical. Flat towing involves pulling a vehicle with all four wheels on the ground, which places
specific stresses on the drivetrain, transmission, and other components. GM vehicles with manual transmissions
or specific four-wheel-drive (4WD) systems are generally more compatible with flat towing. Conversely, many
GM automatic transmission vehicles require additional modifications or must be towed using alternative
methods such as dolly towing or trailer towing.

Compatible GM Models for Flat Towing

Several GM vehicles are factory-approved for flat towing, typically including certain SUVs and trucks.
Examples include some Chevrolet Colorado and GMC Canyon models with manual transmissions, as well as
older Chevrolet Blazer and GMC Jimmy vehicles. Additionally, some Chevrolet Silverado and GMC Sierra
pickups with 4WD allow flat towing with specific procedures. It is essential to consult the owner’s manual
or GM’s official guidelines to confirm whether a particular model and year support flat towing.

Transmission Considerations

The type of transmission greatly affects flat towing compatibility. Manual transmissions often allow flat
towing without major modifications because the drivetrain disconnects when the clutch is disengaged.
Automatic transmissions, however, may suffer damage if towed with the drive wheels on the ground since the
transmission’s lubrication depends on the engine running. Some GM vehicles with automatic transmissions are
equipped with a neutral tow mode or transmission lubrication pumps that enable flat towing, but these
features vary widely by model and year.



Essential Equipment for Flat Towing GM Vehicles

Proper equipment is fundamental to safe and legal flat towing. Using the correct tools and accessories
reduces wear on the towed vehicle and ensures compliance with safety regulations. This section outlines the
necessary gear for flat towing GM vehicles effectively.

Towing Base Plate and Tow Bar

The base plate is a custom-fitted metal frame mounted to the front of the GM vehicle, providing attachment
points for the tow bar. The tow bar connects the base plate to the towing vehicle, allowing controlled
movement. It is crucial to select base plates designed specifically for the GM model to ensure compatibility and
safety.

Safety Chains and Wiring Harness

Safety chains are mandatory components that provide a secondary connection between the towed vehicle and
the tow vehicle, preventing separation in case of hitch failure. A wiring harness connects the towed vehicle’s
brake lights, turn signals, and running lights to the towing vehicle’s electrical system, ensuring visibility and
signaling compliance during transit.

Supplemental Braking System

Many states require a supplemental braking system on the towed vehicle for safety. These systems activate the
towed vehicle’s brakes in response to the motorhome’s braking, reducing stopping distances and wear on the tow
vehicle. Brake systems designed for GM vehicles must be compatible with the vehicle’s braking system and comply
with local regulations.

Step-by-Step Flat Towing Procedures

Following the correct procedure for flat towing ensures vehicle safety and longevity. Each GM vehicle may
have unique steps, but the general process includes preparation, connection, operation, and disconnection.

Preparation Before Towing

Before initiating flat towing, verify the vehicle’s manual for specific instructions. Engage the parking brake and
shift the transmission into neutral or the designated tow mode if available. Disable the vehicle’s automatic
locking hubs (if equipped) and confirm that all lights function correctly through the wiring harness.

Connecting the Tow Equipment

Attach the base plate to the tow bar securely, confirming all locking mechanisms are engaged. Connect safety
chains in a crisscross pattern under the hitch for added security. Plug in the wiring harness and test all lights
and signals before departure.

Operating While Towing

Drive cautiously, maintaining moderate speeds and allowing increased stopping distances. Avoid abrupt turns
or sudden stops to minimize strain on the tow bar and GM vehicle components. Regularly inspect the connections



and lights during travel to ensure everything remains secure and operational.

Disconnecting After Towing

Upon arrival, park the towed GM vehicle on level ground. Disconnect the wiring harness, safety chains, and
tow bar in reverse order of attachment. Re-engage the parking brake and shift the transmission back to park or
drive mode as appropriate.

Safety Precautions and Legal Considerations

Adhering to safety protocols and legal requirements is vital when flat towing GM vehicles. Failure to comply
can lead to accidents, vehicle damage, or legal penalties.

Weight and Towing Capacity Limits

Understand the Gross Combined Weight Rating (GCWR) and ensure the combined weight of the tow vehicle,
towed vehicle, passengers, and cargo does not exceed this limit. Overloading can cause mechanical failure and
increase the risk of accidents.

State and Federal Regulations

Regulations governing flat towing vary by jurisdiction and may include requirements for braking systems,
lighting, and safety chains. Verify and comply with all applicable laws to avoid fines and ensure safe towing.

Driver Safety Tips

Maintain appropriate speed limits, use turn signals well in advance, and perform regular checks on all towing
equipment during the trip. Avoid distractions and ensure the tow vehicle is experienced in handling the additional
load.

Maintenance Tips for Flat Towed GM Vehicles

Proper maintenance of a GM vehicle used for flat towing extends its lifespan and prevents costly repairs.
Regular inspections and servicing are necessary before, during, and after towing.

Transmission and Drivetrain Care

Check transmission fluid levels and quality regularly, especially if the vehicle is frequently flat towed. For
automatic transmissions, verify that the vehicle’s tow mode or transmission lubrication system is functioning
properly to prevent damage.

Tire and Brake Maintenance

Inspect tires for proper inflation and wear patterns before towing. Brakes should be in excellent condition to
handle supplemental braking demands. Replace worn or damaged parts promptly to maintain safety.



Electrical System Checks

Ensure the wiring harness and vehicle lights are operational and free from corrosion or damage. Faulty lighting
can compromise safety and lead to violations during towing.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

Despite careful preparation, GM vehicle owners may encounter challenges during flat towing. Recognizing and
addressing these issues promptly helps maintain vehicle integrity.

Transmission Damage Symptoms

Signs of transmission problems include unusual noises, slipping gears, or difficulty shifting after towing. If
these symptoms occur, cease towing immediately and consult a qualified mechanic to prevent further damage.

Electrical Malfunctions

Malfunctioning lights or wiring harness failures can cause dangerous conditions. Regularly test the electrical
connections and replace faulty components to maintain safe signaling and lighting.

Tow Bar and Base Plate Wear

Frequent use can lead to wear and loosening of the tow bar and base plate components. Inspect these parts for
cracks, rust, or deformation, and tighten or replace as necessary to ensure secure towing.

Confirm GM vehicle compatibility before flat towing

Use manufacturer-approved towing equipment

Follow detailed towing procedures step-by-step

Adhere to all safety and legal requirements

Maintain the towed vehicle regularly to avoid damage

Address any towing-related issues promptly to ensure safety

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a GM flat tow guide?

A GM flat tow guide is an instruction manual or resource provided by General Motors that details how to
safely flat tow specific GM vehicles behind a motorhome or another vehicle.



Which GM vehicles can be flat towed using the GM flat tow guide?

The GM flat tow guide covers various models such as the Chevrolet Colorado, GMC Canyon, Chevrolet
Silverado, and certain SUVs, specifying which models and configurations are suitable for flat towing.

Why is it important to follow the GM flat tow guide?

Following the GM flat tow guide ensures that the vehicle is towed safely without causing damage to the
drivetrain, transmission, or electronics, preventing costly repairs and ensuring compliance with warranty
conditions.

Does the GM flat tow guide include steps for preparing the vehicle for flat
towing?

Yes, the guide includes detailed steps such as putting the transmission in neutral, disengaging the parking brake,
and any other vehicle-specific preparations needed before flat towing.

Can all GM vehicles be flat towed using the GM flat tow guide?

No, not all GM vehicles are suitable for flat towing. The guide specifies which models and configurations are
approved and provides warnings for those that are not.

Where can I find the GM flat tow guide for my vehicle?

The GM flat tow guide can be found on the official GM or vehicle manufacturer’s website, in the owner’s
manual, or through authorized dealerships and RV towing resources.

Are there any special equipment requirements mentioned in the GM flat tow
guide?

Yes, the guide often recommends or requires specific towing equipment such as base plates, tow bars, and
supplemental braking systems to ensure safe and compliant flat towing.

Does the GM flat tow guide address the maximum towing speed and distance?

Some GM flat tow guides provide recommendations regarding maximum towing speeds and distances to help
preserve vehicle components and ensure safety during flat towing.

Is it necessary to disconnect the driveshaft when flat towing a GM vehicle?

In many cases, the GM flat tow guide will specify whether disconnecting the driveshaft is necessary or if the
vehicle’s transmission and drivetrain design allow for flat towing without disassembly.

Additional Resources
1. GM Flat Towing Guide: A Comprehensive Manual
This book offers an in-depth look at the specifics of flat towing General Motors vehicles. It covers the
necessary equipment, step-by-step procedures, and safety precautions to ensure a smooth towing experience.
Ideal for RV owners and automotive enthusiasts, it helps readers avoid common mistakes and maintain vehicle
integrity.

2. The Complete Flat Tow Handbook for GM Vehicles
Designed for both beginners and experienced tow enthusiasts, this handbook details flat towing techniques



specifically for GM models. It includes troubleshooting tips, legal considerations, and maintenance advice to
keep your vehicle in top condition during towing. Practical illustrations and clear instructions make it easy to
follow.

3. Flat Towing Safety and Maintenance for GM Trucks and SUVs
Focused on the safety aspects of flat towing, this guide explains how to prepare GM trucks and SUVs for
towing without causing damage. It discusses brake systems, transmission care, and electrical connections. The
book also provides maintenance checklists to prolong the lifespan of your vehicle.

4. RV Towing with GM Vehicles: Flat Tow Essentials
Perfect for RV owners, this book explores the essentials of flat towing GM vehicles behind motorhomes. It
covers vehicle selection, tow bar options, and wiring setups for seamless towing. Readers will find advice on
optimizing performance and ensuring legal compliance on the road.

5. Understanding Flat Towing Systems for GM Cars
This technical guide dives into the mechanical and electrical systems involved in flat towing GM cars. It
explains how to disable certain components to prevent damage and optimize towing efficiency. The book is a
valuable resource for mechanics and DIY enthusiasts looking to customize their towing setup.

6. Flat Tow Your GM Vehicle: Tips and Tricks
Filled with practical tips and real-world experiences, this book helps readers master flat towing GM vehicles
with confidence. It highlights common pitfalls and offers solutions based on user feedback and expert advice.
The conversational style makes complex topics accessible to all.

7. The GM Flat Tow Owner’s Guide
This owner-focused guide simplifies the flat towing process for GM vehicle owners. It includes model-specific
recommendations, towing capacity charts, and step-by-step instructions. The book emphasizes preserving vehicle
warranties and ensuring driver safety.

8. Flat Towing Legalities and Regulations for GM Vehicles
Covering the legal side of flat towing, this book outlines the regulations that GM vehicle owners must
follow across different states. It explains licensing, registration, and safety equipment requirements. Ideal for
travelers and professional tow operators, it helps avoid fines and legal issues.

9. DIY Flat Towing Modifications for GM Vehicles
For those interested in customizing their GM vehicles for flat towing, this book offers detailed modification
guides. It includes advice on installing tow bars, wiring harnesses, and supplemental braking systems. Step-by-
step projects make it accessible for DIY mechanics and hobbyists.
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