
global history regents enduring issues
essay
global history regents enduring issues essay is a crucial component of the Global
History and Geography Regents exam, designed to evaluate students' ability to analyze
persistent challenges throughout history. This type of essay requires students to identify
enduring issues, explain their significance, and provide examples from global history that
illustrate these problems. Understanding how to effectively write a global history regents
enduring issues essay is essential for achieving high scores on the exam. This article
explores the concept of enduring issues, outlines key strategies for essay writing, and
provides examples of common issues that have impacted societies worldwide. Additionally,
it offers insights into how to organize and structure the essay for maximum clarity and
impact.
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Understanding Enduring Issues
Enduring issues refer to challenges or problems that have persisted over time, affecting
societies across different historical periods and geographic locations. These issues often
involve human rights, conflict, governance, inequality, or environmental concerns. In the
context of the global history regents enduring issues essay, students must demonstrate
their ability to identify such issues and analyze their causes, effects, and responses
throughout history.

Definition and Characteristics
An enduring issue is a problem or challenge that continues to affect people regardless of
changes in time or place. These issues are characterized by their longevity, global
relevance, and the complexity of their impact on societies. Examples include poverty,
discrimination, political instability, and environmental degradation. Recognizing these
characteristics is essential when selecting and discussing enduring issues in the essay.



Importance in Global History
The study of enduring issues allows students to connect historical events and movements
to broader themes that transcend specific moments in time. By examining how societies
have addressed or failed to resolve these challenges, students gain a deeper understanding
of historical continuity and change. This perspective is vital for crafting a compelling and
insightful global history regents enduring issues essay.

Common Enduring Issues in Global History
Several enduring issues frequently appear in global history and are commonly addressed in
Regents exam essays. Familiarity with these topics enables students to prepare relevant
examples and develop comprehensive analyses for their essays.

Conflict and War
Conflict and war have been persistent issues throughout human history, shaping political
boundaries, social structures, and cultural identities. From ancient battles to world wars and
modern conflicts, the causes and consequences of warfare are central to understanding
global history.

Inequality and Discrimination
Inequality, often based on race, gender, class, or ethnicity, has been a continuous
challenge worldwide. Discrimination and social stratification have led to movements for civil
rights, social justice, and political reform across various historical contexts.

Human Rights Violations
Violations of human rights, including slavery, genocide, and oppression, represent enduring
issues that have prompted international responses and shaped global norms. These
challenges highlight the struggle for dignity and equity in societies.

Environmental Challenges
Environmental degradation, resource scarcity, and natural disasters have historically posed
significant challenges to human survival and development. These issues continue to be
relevant in discussions of sustainability and global cooperation.

Political Instability and Governance
Issues related to governance, such as corruption, authoritarianism, and revolution, have
influenced the stability and development of states. Understanding these dynamics is crucial



for analyzing political history and its effects on societies.

Essay Structure and Writing Strategies
Writing a successful global history regents enduring issues essay requires a clear
organization and strategic approach. The essay should include a strong thesis statement,
well-developed paragraphs, and specific historical examples to support arguments.

Introduction and Thesis Statement
The introduction should define the enduring issue and present a thesis that outlines how
the issue has affected societies over time. A strong thesis guides the essay and provides a
framework for the analysis.

Developing Body Paragraphs
Each body paragraph should focus on a specific aspect of the enduring issue, supported by
concrete examples from global history. Including causes, effects, and responses to the
issue enhances the depth of analysis.

Using Evidence Effectively
Historical evidence, such as events, movements, or key figures, should be integrated to
illustrate the enduring nature of the issue. Accurate and relevant examples strengthen the
essay’s credibility and persuasiveness.

Conclusion
The conclusion should restate the thesis in light of the evidence presented and emphasize
the ongoing significance of the enduring issue. It should leave the reader with a clear
understanding of the issue’s impact across history.

Checklist for Writing

Clearly define the enduring issue

Use multiple historical examples

Explain causes and effects

Maintain focus on the issue throughout



Organize paragraphs logically

Proofread for clarity and grammar

Examples of Enduring Issues Essays
Examining sample essays can provide insight into effective approaches and common
pitfalls when writing about enduring issues on the global history regents exam.

Case Study: Conflict and War
An essay on conflict and war might explore the causes and consequences of World War I,
the Cold War, and modern terrorism. By comparing these events, the essay demonstrates
how conflict has consistently shaped international relations and societal change.

Case Study: Inequality and Discrimination
An essay focusing on inequality could analyze the apartheid system in South Africa, the
caste system in India, and the struggle for women’s suffrage. These examples highlight
enduring social divisions and efforts to overcome discrimination.

Case Study: Environmental Challenges
Writing about environmental issues might include discussions on deforestation, the Dust
Bowl in the United States, and climate change. This approach illustrates how environmental
problems have persisted and evolved, impacting human societies.

Tips for Success on the Regents Exam
Preparation and practice are key to excelling in the global history regents enduring issues
essay. Understanding the exam format and expectations helps students deliver well-crafted
responses under time constraints.

Practice Identifying Enduring Issues
Regularly reviewing past exam questions and practicing identifying enduring issues in
historical contexts sharpens analytical skills and essay readiness.



Develop a Strong Thesis Quickly
During the exam, crafting a clear and concise thesis early allows more time to develop
supporting paragraphs and incorporate detailed evidence.

Manage Time Effectively
Allocating time for planning, writing, and reviewing ensures the essay is coherent and error-
free. Time management prevents rushed or incomplete responses.

Review Key Historical Examples
Familiarity with diverse examples from world history provides a rich pool of evidence to
draw upon, making essays more persuasive and comprehensive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an enduring issues essay in the Global History
Regents exam?
An enduring issues essay in the Global History Regents exam requires students to identify
and analyze a significant issue that has persisted across time and place, explaining its
impact and how people have responded to it throughout history.

What are some common enduring issues frequently
addressed in the Global History Regents essay?
Common enduring issues include conflict, human rights violations, cultural diffusion,
inequality, imperialism, nationalism, and environmental challenges.

How should students structure their enduring issues
essay for the Global History Regents?
Students should start with an introduction defining the enduring issue, followed by
paragraphs explaining how the issue has been addressed in at least two different historical
contexts, including specific examples, and conclude with a summary of the issue's
significance.

What strategies can help students identify enduring
issues in Global History Regents essay prompts?
Students can look for key terms related to persistent problems or themes, analyze the
prompt for references to ongoing challenges, and reflect on major historical events that



illustrate long-lasting issues affecting societies over time.

How important is using specific historical examples in
the enduring issues essay for the Global History
Regents?
Using specific historical examples is crucial as it demonstrates a clear understanding of the
enduring issue and provides evidence to support the analysis, which is essential for earning
higher scores on the essay.

Additional Resources
1. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
Jared Diamond explores the environmental and geographical factors that influenced the
development of civilizations across the globe. The book examines how the distribution of
resources and technology shaped societal power dynamics. It provides a framework for
understanding enduring issues like inequality, conquest, and cultural diffusion in global
history.

2. A People's History of the World
Chris Harman presents a comprehensive narrative of world history from the perspective of
ordinary people rather than elites. The book covers themes such as social injustice,
resistance, and economic exploitation, which are key enduring issues in global history. It
encourages readers to think critically about power structures and historical change.

3. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed
Jared Diamond investigates the reasons behind the collapse of various societies throughout
history, including environmental degradation and social conflict. This book highlights
enduring issues like sustainability, resource management, and political decision-making. It
offers valuable insights into the consequences of human actions on global civilizations.

4. Globalization and Its Discontents
Joseph Stiglitz critiques the effects of globalization on developing countries, focusing on
economic inequality and political sovereignty. The book addresses enduring issues such as
economic disparity and cultural clashes in a globalized world. It is essential for
understanding the modern challenges faced by nations in the global history context.

5. Orientalism
Edward Said examines how Western perceptions and representations of the East have
influenced global relations and cultural understanding. This work discusses enduring issues
like cultural imperialism, identity, and power dynamics. It provides a critical lens for
analyzing historical and contemporary global interactions.

6. The Silk Roads: A New History of the World
Peter Frankopan offers a fresh perspective on global history by focusing on the importance
of the Silk Roads in connecting civilizations. The book explores themes such as trade,
cultural exchange, and the rise and fall of empires, which are enduring issues in history. It
helps readers understand the interconnectedness of world events.



7. King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa
Adam Hochschild delves into the brutal history of King Leopold II’s exploitation of the
Congo. This book highlights enduring issues like imperialism, human rights abuses, and
resistance movements. It sheds light on the dark consequences of colonialism in global
history.

8. The Cold War: A New History
John Lewis Gaddis provides a concise and accessible overview of the Cold War era, focusing
on ideological conflict and global power struggles. The book covers enduring issues such as
political tension, nuclear threat, and diplomacy. It is crucial for understanding the post-
World War II global order.

9. A Short History of Nearly Everything
Bill Bryson offers an engaging overview of scientific discoveries that have shaped human
understanding of the world. While not a traditional history book, it addresses enduring
issues like human curiosity, innovation, and the impact of science on society. It enriches the
study of global history by connecting scientific progress to historical change.
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