GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS

GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS OFFER AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY TO IMMERSE YOURSELF IN AMERICAN
HISTORY, ALLOWING YOU TO EXPLORE THE HALLOWED GROUNDS OF THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG AT YOUR OWN PACE. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE IS DESIGNED TO HELP YOU PLAN AND EXECUTE THE PERFECT SELF-GUIDED EXPERIENCE, COVERING
EVERYTHING FROM CHOOSING THE RIGHT TOUR FORMAT TO MAXIMIZING YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PIVOTAL EVENTS THAT
UNFOLDED HERE. WELL DELVE INTO THE VARIOUS OPTIONS AVAILABLE, DISCUSS ESSENTIAL PREPARATION STEPS, AND HIGHLIGHT
KEY AREAS OF THE BATTLEFIELD YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS. WHETHER YOU'RE A HISTORY ENTHUSIAST OR A CURIOUS
VISITOR, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO BEST NAVIGATE GETTYSBURG INDEPENDENTLY WILL DEEPEN YOUR APPRECIATION FOR THIS
SIGNIFICANT NATIONAL PARK.
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CHooSING YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR

\W/HEN EMBARKING ON GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS, THE FIRST CRUCIAL DECISION IS SELECTING THE RIGHT
FORMAT FOR YOUR EXPLORATION. SEVERAL EXCELLENT OPTIONS CATER TO DIFFERENT LEARNING STYLES AND PREFERENCES,
ENSURING YOU CAN TAILOR YOUR VISIT TO YOUR SPECIFIC NEEDS.

Aupio Tours

AUDIO TOURS ARE A POPULAR CHOICE FOR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS. THESE TYPICALLY COME ON CDS,
MP3 DOWNLOADS, OR VIA SMARTPHONE APPS. THEY PROVIDE NARRATION FROM HISTORIANS AND REENACTORS, GUIDING YOU
FROM ONE SIGNIFICANT LOCATION TO THE NEXT. MANY AUDIO TOURS ALSO INCLUDE SOUND EFFECTS AND HISTORICAL QUOTES,
BRINGING THE BATTLEFIELD TO LIFE. THE CONVENIENCE OF A DOWNLOADABLE APP ALLOWS YOU TO LISTEN ON YOUR OWN
DEVICE, OFTEN WITH GPS INTEGRATION THAT TRIGGERS RELEVANT INFORMATION AS YOU APPROACH KEY SITES.

PrINTED GUIDEBOOKS AND MAPS

FOR THOSE WHO PREFER A MORE TACTILE AND VISUAL APPROACH, PRINTED GUIDEBOOKS AND MAPS ARE INVALUABLE FOR
GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS. THESE RESOURCES OFTEN FEATURE DETAILED MAPS WITH MARKED POINTS OF
INTEREST, HISTORICAL SUMMARIES, AND SUGGESTED ROUTES. MANY VISITORS FIND IT HELPFUL TO HAVE A PHYSICAL MAP TO
REFER TO, ESPECIALLY IN AREAS WITH LIMITED CELL SERVICE. THESE GUIDES CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE VISITOR CENTER OR IN
LOCAL SHOPS AND ARE A COST-EFFECTIVE WAY TO EXPERIENCE THE BATTLEFIELD INDEPENDENTLY.

SMARTPHONE APPS

THE ADVENT OF TECHNOLOGY HAS REVOLUTIONIZED GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS. NUMEROUS SMARTPHONE



APPLICATIONS OFFER INTERACTIVE MAPS, GPS-ENABLED AUDIO COMMENTARY, AUGMENTED REALITY FEATURES, AND EVEN
VIRTUAL RECONSTRUCTIONS OF BATTLE EVENTS. THESE APPS OFTEN PROVIDE MORE DYNAMIC CONTENT THAN TRADITIONAL
AUDIO TOURS, ALLOWING FOR DEEPER ENGAGEMENT WITH THE HISTORICAL NARRATIVE. Look FOR APPS THAT ARE FREQUENTLY
UPDATED AND OFFER OFFLINE CAPABILITIES, ENSURING A SEAMLESS EXPERIENCE EVEN WITHOUT A STRONG INTERNET CONNECTION.

DrIVING TOURS

MANY GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS ARE DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR VEHICLE NAVIGATION. THESE DRIVING
TOURS PROVIDE STRUCTURED ROUTES THAT TAKE YOU TO THE MOST IMPORTANT LOCATIONS ACROSS THE EXPANSIVE
BATTLEFIELD. THEY OFTEN INCLUDE SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ON WHERE TO PARK AND WHICH FEATURES TO OBSERVE AT EACH
STOP. THIS METHOD IS IDEAL FOR VISITORS WITH LIMITED TIME OR THOSE WHO WANT TO COVER MORE GROUND EFFICIENTLY,
ALLOWING YOU TO EXPERIENCE THE VASTNESS OF THE BATTLEFIELD FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR CAR.

PREPARING FOR YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR

A sUCCESSFUL GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR REQUIRES THOUGHTFUL PREPARATION. THINKING AHEAD ABOUT
LOGISTICS, WEATHER, AND YOUR OWN INTERESTS WILL SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE AND ENSURE YOU MAKE THE
MOST OF YOUR TIME AT THIS HISTORIC SITE.

CHeck THE WEATHER AND DRESS APPROPRIATELY

THE WEATHER IN GETTYSBURG CAN BE UNPREDICTABLE, SO CHECKING THE FORECAST BEFORE YOU LEAVE IS ESSENTIAL FOR YOUR
GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR. COMFORTABLE WALKING SHOES ARE PARAMOUNT, AS YOU'LL LIKELY BE
COVERING SIGNIFICANT DISTANCES ON UNEVEN TERRAIN. LAYERING CLOTHING IS ALSO RECOMMENDED, ALLOWING YOU TO ADJUST
TO CHANGING TEMPERATURES THROUGHOUT THE DAY. SUNSCREEN, HATS, AND INSECT REPELLENT ARE ALSO ADVISABLE,
ESPECIALLY DURING W ARMER MONTHS.

DownNLOAD or PURCHASE YOUR ToOUR MATERIALS

BEFORE ARRIVING AT THE BATTLEFIELD, ENSURE YOU HAVE YOUR CHOSEN GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR
MATERIALS READY. |[F YOU'RE USING AN APP, DOWNLOAD IT AND ANY NECESSARY CONTENT IN ADVANCE. IF YOU'VE OPTED FOR
AN AUDIO CD or MPS, DOWNLOAD IT TO YOUR DEVICE. FOR PRINTED MATERIALS, PURCHASE THEM BEFOREHAND TO SAVE TIME
UPON ARRIVAL. FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH THE BASIC LAYOUT AND KEY POINTS OF INTEREST BEFORE YOU START WILL
PROVIDE A VALUABLE FOUNDATION.

PLAN Your RouTE AND TIME

THe GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK IS EXTENSIVE, COVERING OVER 6,000 ACRES. FOR YOUR GETTYSBURG
BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR, IT’S WISE TO HAVE A GENERAL IDEA OF THE ROUTE YOU WANT TO FOLLOW AND HOW MUCH
TIME YOU CAN DEDICATE. MOST SELF-GUIDED DRIVING TOURS ARE DESIGNED TO BE COMPLETED IN 2-3 HOURS, BUT YOU CAN
EASILY SPEND A FULL DAY OR MORE EXPLORING AT A LEISURELY PACE. PRIORITIZE THE AREAS THAT MOST INTEREST YOU,
WHETHER IT’s LITTLE ROUND ToP, DEVIL's DeN, orR THE SoLDIERS’ NATIONAL CEMETERY.

BRING ESSENTIALS

CARRY ESSENTIAL ITEMS WITH YOU FOR YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR. THIS INCLUDES WATER, SNACKS,
A FULLY CHARGED PORTABLE POWER BANK FOR YOUR PHONE OR AUDIO DEVICE, AND A SMALL BACKPACK TO CARRY EVERYTHING.
A NOTEBOOK AND PEN CAN BE USEFUL FOR JOTTING DOWN OBSERVATIONS OR QUESTIONS THAT ARISE DURING YOUR
EXPLORATION. BINOCULARS CAN ALSO ENHANCE YOUR VIEWING EXPERIENCE, ALLOWING YOU TO SEE DISTANT LANDMARKS AND



DETAILS MORE CLEARLY.

NAVIGATING THE GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD: KEY STOPS

AS YOU EMBARK ON YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR, CERTAIN LOCATIONS STAND OUT FOR THEIR
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND THE PIVOTAL ROLES THEY PLAYED DURING THE THREE DAYS OF BATTLE. UNDERSTANDING THESE
KEY STOPS WILL ENRICH YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE EVENTS.

LiTTLE RounD TorP

LITTLE ROUND TOP IS A CRITICAL HIGH-GROUND POSITION THAT WAS FIERCELY CONTESTED ON THE SECOND DAY OF THE
BATTLE. IT'S FAMOUS FOR THE HEROIC DEFENSE BY THE 20TH MAINE VVOLUNTEER INFANTRY REGIMENT, LED BY COLONEL JOSHUA
L AWRENCE CHAMBERLAIN. EXPLORING THE TRAILS AROUND LITTLE ROUND TOP ALLOWS YOU TO APPRECIATE THE TACTICAL
IMPORTANCE OF THIS ROCKY HILL AND THE BRAVERY OF THE SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT THERE. MANY GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD
SELF GUIDED TOURS DEDICATE SIGNIFICANT TIME TO THIS ICONIC LOCATION.

DeviL’s Den

DEVIL'S DEN IS A STRIKING GEOLOGICAL FORMATION CHARACTERIZED BY LARGE BOULDERS, PROVIDING NATURAL COVER FOR
SOLDIERS. IT WAS THE SCENE OF INTENSE FIGHTING, PARTICULARLY INVOLVING CONFEDERATE TROOPS ATTEMPTING TO DISLODGE
UNION FORCES. THE RUGGED LANDSCAPE OF DEVIL'S DEN IS A DRAMATIC VISUAL REMINDER OF THE BRUTAL NATURE OF COMBAT.
GUIDED TOURS OFTEN HIGHLIGHT THE SPECIFIC POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY BOTH ARMIES AMIDST THESE IMPOSING ROCKS.

THE WHEATFIELD AND THE PEACH ORCHARD

THESE AREAS WERE THE SITES OF SOME OF THE BLOODIEST FIGHTING ONJULY 2ND. THE \X/HEATFIELD/ A SEEMINGLY INNOCUOUS
OPEN FIELD, BECAME A DEADLY BATTLEGROUND WHERE CONTROL CHANGED HANDS MULTIPLE TIMES. SIMILARLY, THE PEACH
ORCHARD SAW FEROCIOUS ASSAULTS AND COUNTER-ASSAULTS. THE DENSE VEGETATION AND ROLLING TERRAIN OFFER A STARK
CONTRAST TO THE OPEN FIELDS, EMPHASIZING THE CHAOS AND DESPERATION OF THESE ENGAGEMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THE
MOVEMENTS OF REGIMENTS THROUGH THESE SECTORS IS A KEY PART OF MANY GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOURS.

CeMeTERY RIDGE AND THE HIGH W ATER MARK

CEMETERY RIDGE SERVED AS THE PRIMARY UNION DEFENSIVE LINE THROUGHOUT THE BATTLE. THE “HiGH \W ATER MARK OF THE
CONFEDERACY” IS LOCATED HERE, MARKING THE FURTHEST POINT REACHED BY CONFEDERATE FORCES DURING PICKETT’s CHARGE
ONJULY 3RD. STANDING AT THIS POIGNANT SPOT, YOU CAN VISUALIZE THE MASSIVE CONFEDERATE ASSAULT ACROSS OPEN
FIELDS. NUMEROUS MONUMENTS AND TABLETS DOT CEMETERY RIDGE, OFFERING DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF THE UNITS THAT
DEFENDED AND ATTACKED THIS CRUCIAL POSITION. YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR SHOULD DEFINITELY
INCLUDE AMPLE TIME TO EXPLORE THIS ICONIC AREA.

THe SoLbpiers’ NATIONAL CEMETERY

THIS SOLEMN GROUND IS WHERE PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN DELIVERED HIS IMMORTAL GETTYSBURG ADDRESS. |T IS THE FINAL
RESTING PLACE FOR OVER 3,500 UNION SOLDIERS KILLED IN THE BATTLE. VISITING THE CEMETERY OFFERS A MOMENT OF
REFLECTION ON THE SACRIFICES MADE AND THE ENDURING MEANING OF THE CIVIL W AR. THE AVENUE OF THE STATES AND THE
SoLpIErs’ NATIONAL MONUMENT ARE PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT FEATURES TO SEEK OUT DURING YOUR GETTYSBURG
BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR.



ENHANCING YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED T OUR EXPERIENCE

To TRULY MAXIMIZE YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR, CONSIDER A FEW ADDITIONAL STRATEGIES THAT CAN
DEEPEN YOUR CONNECTION TO THE HISTORY AND MAKE YOUR VISIT MORE MEMORABLE.

VISIT THE GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARk MUSEUM AND VISITOR CENTER

BEFORE OR AFTER YOUR SELF-GUIDED EXPLORATION, THE MuseuM AND VISITOR CENTER IS AN ESSENTIAL STOP. |T HOUSES
ARTIFACTS, EXHIBITS, AND THE ICONIC CYCLORAMA PAINTING, WHICH OFFERS A STUNNING 360-DEGREE VIEW OF THE BATTLE.
LEARNING ABOUT THE BROADER CONTEXT AND INDIVIDUAL STORIES HERE WILL SIGNIFICANTLY ENRICH YOUR UNDERSTANDING AS
YOU NAVIGATE THE BATTLEFIELD ITSELF. MANY GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR PROVIDERS RECOMMEND STARTING
YOUR VISIT HERE.

Reab A Book orR WATCH A DOCUMENTARY BEFOREHAND

FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH THE HISTORY OF THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG PRIOR TO YOUR VISIT CAN GREATLY ENHANCE
YOUR GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR. READING HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, BIOGRAPHIES OF KEY FIGURES, OR
WATCHING DOCUMENTARIES WILL PROVIDE CONTEXT AND ALLOW YOU TO RECOGNIZE LANDMARKS AND UNDERSTAND THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF TROOP MOVEMENTS AS YOU ENCOUNTER THEM.

TAke Your TIME AND REFLECT

THE GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD IS A PLACE OF IMMENSE HISTORICAL WEIGHT. RESIST THE URGE TO RUSH THROUGH YOUR
GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF GUIDED TOUR. ALLOW YOURSELF TIME TO PAUSE, OBSERVE THE LANDSCAPE, READ THE
MONUMENT INSCRIPTIONS, AND IMAGINE THE EVENTS THAT TRANSPIRED. FINDING A QUIET SPOT TO SIMPLY SIT AND REFLECT CAN
BE A POWERFUL AND MOVING EXPERIENCE.

ENGAGE WITH MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES

W/HILE YOUR TOUR MIGHT FOCUS ON SPECIFIC ASPECTS, REMEMBER THAT THE BATTLE INVOLVED THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUALS
WITH DIVERSE EXPERIENCES. SEEK OUT INFORMATION THAT HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLES OF DIFFERENT UNITS, BOTH UNION AND
CONFEDERATE, AND CONSIDER ANY AVAILABLE RESOURCES THAT OFFER PERSPECTIVES ON THE CIVILIAN IMPACT OF THE BATTLE.
THIS WILL PROVIDE A MORE NUANCED AND COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF-GUIDED TOURS:

1. THe GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD: A COMPREHENSIVE SELF-GUIDED TOUR

THIS GUIDE OFFERS A DETAILED, DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY DESIGNED FOR INDEPENDENT EXPLORATION OF THE GETTYSBURG
BATTLEFIELD. |T INCLUDES HISTORICAL CONTEXT, EXPLANATIONS OF TROOP MOVEMENTS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POINTS
OF INTEREST. THE BOOK IS IDEAL FOR VISITORS WHO WANT TO IMMERSE THEMSELVES IN THE BATTLE'S NARRATIVE AT THEIR
OWN PACE, WITH MAPS AND SUGGESTED ROUTES FOR NAVIGATING THE VAST BATTLEFIELD.

2. WALKING THROUGH GETTYSBURG: A PERSONAL _JOURNEY OF THE BATTLEFIELD

THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON A MORE INTIMATE, W ALKING-FOCUSED APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING THE BATTLEFIELD. |T HIGHLIGHTS
KEY MOMENTS AND LOCATIONS, SHARING PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ALONGSIDE HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS. THE BOOK IS PERFECT FOR
THOSE WHO PREFER A SLOWER, MORE CONTEMPLATIVE EXPERIENCE, EMPHASIZING THE HUMAN ELEMENT OF THE BATTLE THROUGH

NARRATIVE.



3. GETTYSBURG: FROM A VISITOR'S PERSPECTIVE - SELF-GUIDED EXPLORATION

W/RITTEN WITH THE TYPICAL TOURIST IN MIND, THIS BOOK PROVIDES PRACTICAL ADVICE AND A STRAIGHTFORW ARD APPROACH
TO A SELF-GUIDED TOUR. |T BREAKS DOWN THE BATTLEFIELD INTO MANAGEABLE SECTIONS, MAKING IT EASY TO PLAN A VISIT
WITHOUT RELYING ON OFFICIAL PARK SERVICES. THE DESCRIPTIONS EMPHASIZE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT MONUMENTS AND
VIEWPOINTS FOR A REW ARDING EXPERIENCE.

4. THE SoLDIER’S EYE: A GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD SELF-GUIDED WALK

THIS UNIQUE GUIDE OFFERS A PERSPECTIVE FROM THE SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT ON THE BATTLEFIELD, HIGHLIGHTING THE TERRAIN
AND ITS STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE FROM THEIR POINT OF VIEW. |T DETAILS SPECIFIC TROOP POSITIONS AND DEFENSIVE LINES,
ALLOWING VISITORS TO VISUALIZE THE FIGHTING AS IT UNFOLDED. THE BOOK IS ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE TACTICAL
NUANCES OF THE BATTLE THROUGH A SELF-DIRECTED EXPLORATION.

5. DiscoVERING GETTYSBURG: A SELF-GUIDED DRIVING TOUR OF THE BATTLEFIELD

DESIGNED FOR THOSE EXPLORING BY CAR, THIS BOOK PROVIDES A DRIVING ROUTE THAT EFFICIENTLY COVERS THE MAJOR POINTS
OF INTEREST ON THE GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD. |T INCLUDES CLEAR DIRECTIONS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF WHAT TO SEE AT EACH
STOP, WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR PARKING AND SHORT WALKS. THIS TITLE ENSURES VISITORS CAN COVER A SIGNIFICANT PORTION
OF THE BATTLEFIELD IN A LIMITED TIME.

6. GETTYSBURG'S TURNING POINTS: A SELF-GUIDED HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION

THIS GUIDE FOCUSES ON THE CRITICAL MOMENTS AND STRATEGIC DECISIONS THAT SHAPED THE OUTCOME OF THE BATTLE OF
GETTYSBURG. |T PROMPTS VISITORS TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE WITH THE LANDSCAPE, ENCOURAGING THEM TO CONSIDER THE
“\WHY" BEHIND THE ACTIONS. THE BOOK IS IDEAL FOR HISTORY BUFFS WHO WANT TO CONDUCT THEIR OWN IN-DEPTH STUDY OF
THE BATTLE.

7. THE UNSEEN GETTYSBURG: EXPLORING LESSER-KNOWN SITES WITH A SELF-GUIDED TOUR

BEYOND THE MOST FAMOUS MONUMENTS, THIS BOOK REVEALS THE HIDDEN STORIES AND LESS-VISITED LOCATIONS ON THE
BATTLEFIELD. |T PROVIDES A SELF-GUIDED ITINERARY THAT TAKES VISITORS OFF THE BEATEN PATH, UNCOVERING FASCINATING
DETAILS AND OFTEN OVERLOOKED ASPECTS OF THE BATTLE. THIS GUIDE IS PERFECT FOR RETURN VISITORS OR THOSE SEEKING A
DEEPER, MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING.

8. GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD NAVIGATOR: YOUR PERSONAL SELF-GUIDED Tour COMPANION

THIS PRACTICAL COMPANION SERVES AS AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL FOR ANY VISITOR EMBARKING ON A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF
GETTYSBURG. |T OFFERS DETAILED MAPS, SUGGESTED TIMINGS FOR KEY LOCATIONS, AND ESSENTIAL VISITOR INFORMATION. THE
BOOK ENSURES A SMOOTH AND INFORMATIVE EXPERIENCE, ALLOWING VISITORS TO MAXIMIZE THEIR TIME AT THE HISTORIC SITE.

Q. GETTYSBURG'S TERRAIN: A TACTICAL SELF-GUIDED EXPLORATION

THIS TITLE EMPHASIZES THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF THE BATTLEFIELD'S GEOGRAPHY IN SHAPING THE COURSE OF THE CIVIL W/ AR'S
MOST FAMOUS ENGAGEMENT. |T GUIDES VISITORS THROUGH THE HILLS, RIDGES, AND OPEN FIELDS, EXPLAINING HOW THEY
INFLUENCED TROOP MOVEMENTS AND BATTLE OUTCOMES. THE BOOK IS AN EXCELLENT RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
TACTICAL ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES PRESENTED BY THE GETTYSBURG LANDSCAPE DURING A SELF-GUIDED TOUR.
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