
gallaudet university history timeline

gallaudet university history timeline showcases a remarkable journey of education and empowerment

for deaf and hard of hearing individuals. This comprehensive exploration delves into the pivotal

moments and influential figures that shaped Gallaudet University into a world-renowned institution.

From its humble beginnings to its current status as a leading research university, we will trace the

evolution of deaf education, highlighting key milestones in Gallaudet's history. Understanding this

timeline offers profound insights into the persistent advocacy and groundbreaking achievements that

have defined the deaf community's pursuit of higher learning and equal opportunities. This article will

serve as a valuable resource for anyone interested in the rich heritage of Gallaudet and the broader

narrative of deaf history.

Founding and Early Years

Expansion and Academic Growth

Key Turning Points and Social Movements

Modern Era and Global Impact

Gallaudet University: A Foundation Built on Vision

The genesis of Gallaudet University is rooted in a profound belief: that deaf and hard of hearing

individuals deserve access to higher education equivalent to that of their hearing peers. This vision

was championed by individuals who recognized the untapped potential within the deaf community and

the need for an institution that could foster intellectual growth, cultural identity, and professional



development. The establishment of Gallaudet was not merely about creating a school; it was about

forging a pathway to independence, respect, and full participation in society.

The Visionary Leadership of Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet

While not the direct founder of the institution that bears his name, Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet's

pioneering work in deaf education laid the essential groundwork. His journey to Europe to learn

methods of educating the deaf and his subsequent establishment of the first permanent school for the

deaf in North America in 1817, the American School for the Deaf in Hartford, Connecticut, ignited a

movement. His dedication to teaching through manual methods and his collaboration with Laurent

Clerc, a deaf teacher from France, introduced a systematic approach to signed language education in

America, significantly influencing future endeavors in deaf education.

The Crucial Role of Amos Kendall and Edward Miner Gallaudet

The actual founding of the institution that would become Gallaudet University is credited to Amos

Kendall, a prominent lawyer, politician, and Postmaster General under President Andrew Jackson.

Kendall was motivated by a desire to provide educational opportunities for his deaf son. He secured

federal land and funding, and in 1857, the Columbia Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind

was chartered by Congress. The institution's first president was Edward Miner Gallaudet, the son of

Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet. Edward Miner Gallaudet proved to be an exceptional leader, guiding the

institution through its formative years with unwavering commitment.

Chartering the Institution and Initial Enrollment

The chartering of the Columbia Institution in 1857 marked a significant milestone, officially establishing

a federal institution dedicated to the education of deaf and blind students. Initially, the institution served



both deaf and blind students. However, as the scope and needs of deaf education became more

clearly defined, the focus would increasingly narrow. The early years saw a modest but dedicated

student body, eager to embrace the educational opportunities made available through this

groundbreaking initiative.

A Timeline of Growth and Transformation

Gallaudet University's history is punctuated by periods of significant expansion, academic innovation,

and crucial social advocacy. The institution evolved from a small college to a comprehensive

university, adapting to the changing needs of the deaf community and the broader landscape of higher

education. Each decade brought new challenges and triumphs, shaping the university's identity and its

impact on the world.

The Transition to a College for the Deaf

In 1864, Congress passed an act authorizing the institution to grant college degrees. This pivotal

moment transformed the Columbia Institution into the National Deaf-Mute College, a groundbreaking

achievement as it was the first institution of higher learning in the world chartered to grant college

degrees to deaf students. This authorization was a testament to the progress made in deaf education

and a validation of the intellectual capabilities of deaf individuals. The name change reflected the

growing recognition of the institution's commitment to collegiate-level education for the deaf.

Early Academic Development and Curriculum

The early curriculum at the National Deaf-Mute College was designed to provide a robust liberal arts

education, mirroring the offerings of contemporary hearing institutions. Emphasis was placed on



developing strong communication skills, critical thinking, and a broad base of knowledge. The faculty, a

mix of hearing and deaf educators, worked collaboratively to create an environment conducive to

learning and intellectual exploration. The development of standardized curricula and pedagogical

approaches for deaf students was a crucial aspect of the college's early academic growth.

The Renaming to Gallaudet College

In recognition of its founder's lineage and the institution's enduring legacy, the National Deaf-Mute

College was renamed Gallaudet College in 1954. This renaming was more than a simple change of

title; it signified a deeper acknowledgment of the contributions of the Gallaudet family to deaf education

and a broader embrace of the institution's identity. The name "Gallaudet" had become synonymous

with advanced education for the deaf, and the college proudly bore this esteemed name.

Milestones of Advocacy and Empowerment

Gallaudet University has consistently been at the forefront of advocacy for the deaf and hard of

hearing community. Its history is intertwined with pivotal moments of social change, where students,

faculty, and alumni have actively championed their rights and challenged societal norms. These

periods of activism have not only shaped the university but have also had a profound impact on the

broader deaf rights movement.

The 1988 "Deaf President Now" Movement

Perhaps the most iconic moment in Gallaudet's history is the "Deaf President Now" (DPN) movement

of March 1988. When the Board of Trustees appointed a hearing president, Robert Davila, who was

deaf, as the seventh president, the deaf students and alumni of Gallaudet erupted in protest. They



demanded that the university have a deaf president, symbolizing the community's demand for self-

determination and leadership. The student-led protests, which involved boycotts, demonstrations, and

the occupation of campus buildings, gained national attention and ultimately succeeded in their

demand. The Board of Trustees rescinded their decision and appointed I. King Jordan, a deaf scholar,

as the university's first deaf president. DPN was a watershed moment, not only for Gallaudet but for

the deaf community worldwide, affirming the principle of deaf leadership and accessibility.

Advocacy for Sign Language Rights

Throughout its history, Gallaudet has been a staunch advocate for the recognition and use of

American Sign Language (ASL). The university has consistently championed ASL as a vital language

and a cornerstone of deaf culture. This advocacy extends to the research and development of ASL

linguistics, pedagogy, and its role in education. Gallaudet's commitment to ASL has played a crucial

role in its acceptance and integration into educational and societal spheres.

Expanding Accessibility and Inclusivity

Gallaudet University has continuously worked to expand accessibility and inclusivity for all deaf and

hard of hearing individuals. This includes developing advanced communication technologies, promoting

research into hearing loss and its impact, and fostering an environment where diverse needs are met.

The university's commitment to inclusivity extends beyond academics to all aspects of campus life,

ensuring that deaf and hard of hearing individuals can thrive.

Gallaudet University in the Modern Era

In its contemporary form, Gallaudet University stands as a beacon of higher education, research, and



cultural leadership for the global deaf and hard of hearing community. It continues to evolve,

embracing new technologies, expanding its academic offerings, and deepening its commitment to

advocacy and social justice.

The Evolution to University Status

In 1986, Gallaudet College officially became Gallaudet University, reflecting its growth into a

comprehensive institution offering a wide range of graduate programs and doctoral degrees. This

transition acknowledged the university's expanded academic scope and its burgeoning role as a leader

in research and scholarship related to deafness and deaf culture. The university designation solidified

its position as a premier institution for higher learning.

Research and Innovation in Deaf Studies

Gallaudet University is a leading center for research in deaf studies, linguistics, audiology, education,

and related fields. Its faculty and researchers are at the forefront of understanding the complexities of

deafness, developing innovative pedagogical approaches, and exploring the rich tapestry of deaf

culture. The university's research efforts contribute significantly to the knowledge base and practical

applications for deaf and hard of hearing individuals worldwide.

Global Reach and Impact

Gallaudet University's influence extends far beyond the United States. It serves as a model for deaf

education institutions globally and actively engages in international collaborations. The university

attracts students from over 50 countries, fostering a diverse and vibrant learning community.

Gallaudet's commitment to sharing knowledge and best practices contributes to the advancement of

deaf education and empowerment on a global scale, solidifying its legacy as an institution of



international significance.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Gallaudet University founded and what was its original

name?

Gallaudet University was founded in 1864 by an act of Congress, signed by President Abraham

Lincoln. It was originally named the Columbia Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb and

the Blind.

Who was the first president of Gallaudet University and what was his

significant contribution?

Edward Miner Gallaudet, son of Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, was the first president. His significant

contribution was establishing the institution as a place for higher education for Deaf individuals, a

groundbreaking concept at the time.

What significant event occurred in 1988 that profoundly impacted

Gallaudet's history and Deaf rights?

The "Deaf President Now" (DPN) protest in 1988 was a pivotal event. Students, faculty, and alumni

protested the Board of Trustees' appointment of a hearing president, demanding a Deaf president. This

led to the appointment of Dr. I. King Jordan, the first Deaf president of Gallaudet.

When did Gallaudet officially become a university and when did it start

awarding bachelor's degrees?

Gallaudet was chartered as a college in 1864 and was authorized to grant bachelor's degrees in 1864.

It officially became Gallaudet University in 1986, recognizing its expansion and graduate programs.



What role did Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet play in the early history of

Deaf education, even though he wasn't the first president?

Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, Edward Miner Gallaudet's father, was instrumental in bringing formal Deaf

education to the United States. He co-founded the first permanent school for the Deaf in North

America, the American School for the Deaf in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1817.

What major technological advancements or societal shifts has

Gallaudet had to adapt to throughout its history?

Gallaudet has adapted to numerous advancements, including the development and integration of sign

language, the shift from oralism to a bicultural-bilingual approach embracing sign language, and the

increasing accessibility of technology like captioning and video relay services, which have profoundly

impacted communication for Deaf individuals.

How has Gallaudet University's mission evolved since its founding in

1864?

Gallaudet's mission has evolved from establishing a foundational institution for Deaf higher education

to becoming a global leader in advocating for Deaf rights, promoting Deaf culture, and providing

cutting-edge research and services for the Deaf and hard of hearing community worldwide, fostering

self-determination and empowerment.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Gallaudet University's history timeline, each beginning with "":

1. A Legacy Forged in Silence: The Genesis of Gallaudet

This book explores the formative years of the institution, tracing the origins of the National Deaf-Mute

College and its visionary founders. It delves into the societal context and the groundbreaking efforts to



establish a dedicated place for deaf education in the United States. The narrative highlights the initial

challenges and triumphs that set the stage for the university's enduring impact.

2. The Roaring Twenties at Kendall Green: Innovation and Identity

This volume captures the vibrant and transformative period of the 1920s at the college, focusing on

advancements in curriculum and pedagogy. It examines how the institution navigated societal changes

and solidified its unique identity within the broader educational landscape. The book illuminates key

figures and developments that shaped the student experience and academic reputation during this era.

3. Breaking Barriers: Gallaudet's Civil Rights Milestones

This compelling account details the significant moments in Gallaudet's history tied to the Civil Rights

Movement and the fight for deaf rights. It vividly recounts events like the Deaf President Now protest,

emphasizing the student activism and its profound influence on deaf empowerment and self-

determination. The book underscores the university's role as a catalyst for change within the deaf

community.

4. From College to University: The Expansion of Gallaudet's Vision

This book chronicles the crucial transition of the institution from its initial college status to a

comprehensive university. It explores the strategic decisions and academic growth that led to the

establishment of graduate programs and a broader research focus. The narrative highlights the

evolution of Gallaudet's mission to serve the global deaf community.

5. The Language of Liberation: ASL at Gallaudet

This insightful work examines the central role of American Sign Language (ASL) in the history and

development of Gallaudet University. It traces the recognition and promotion of ASL as a vital linguistic

and cultural cornerstone for deaf individuals. The book explores how ASL has been instrumental in

shaping pedagogy, research, and the lived experiences of students and faculty.

6. Kendall Castle and Beyond: Architectural Echoes of Gallaudet's Past

This volume provides a fascinating look at the physical evolution of the Gallaudet campus, with a

particular focus on its iconic architecture. It connects the historical development of buildings like



Kendall Hall to the university's evolving educational philosophy and community needs. The book offers

a visual narrative of growth and change over time.

7. Voices of Change: Faculty and Staff Shaping Gallaudet's Future

This collection of essays and biographies celebrates the contributions of the faculty and staff who have

been instrumental in Gallaudet's journey. It highlights their dedication, pioneering research, and

commitment to advocating for deaf education and inclusion. The book offers personal perspectives on

the university's enduring spirit and its impact.

8. Global Reach: Gallaudet's International Connections and Influence

This book explores Gallaudet University's extensive engagement with the international deaf community

and its impact on global deaf education. It details partnerships, exchange programs, and the

dissemination of knowledge and best practices worldwide. The narrative showcases how Gallaudet has

become a beacon for deaf communities across continents.

9. The Deaf President Now Revolution: A Defining Moment in History

This definitive study offers an in-depth analysis of the historic 1988 protest that led to the appointment

of the first deaf president of Gallaudet University. It meticulously reconstructs the events, motivations,

and far-reaching consequences of this pivotal moment. The book celebrates the power of student

advocacy and its lasting legacy for the deaf community and disability rights.
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