
free route 66 travel guide by mail

free route 66 travel guide by mail is a phrase that sparks nostalgia and adventure for many. The

allure of America's "Mother Road" is undeniable, and for those seeking an authentic, tangible

experience, receiving a comprehensive guide through the postal service offers a unique charm. This

article will delve into the benefits and process of obtaining a free Route 66 travel guide by mail,

exploring what you can expect to find within its pages, the types of information it provides, and why it

remains a beloved resource for road trip enthusiasts. We'll uncover the best ways to get your hands

on these invaluable travel companions, ensuring your journey along historic Route 66 is well-planned

and unforgettable.

Why a Free Route 66 Travel Guide by Mail is Your Essential

Companion

Embarking on a journey down the legendary Route 66 is more than just a road trip; it's a step back in

time, a chance to experience the heart of American history and culture. While digital resources

abound, there's a distinct magic in holding a physical travel guide. Receiving a free Route 66 travel

guide by mail allows you to pore over maps, read about iconic landmarks, and plan your stops at your

own pace, away from screen time. This tangible connection to the road fosters a sense of anticipation

and allows for a more intimate planning process, making your adventure truly your own.

What to Expect in Your Free Route 66 Travel Guide

A well-crafted free Route 66 travel guide by mail is an invaluable tool, packed with essential

information to make your cross-country adventure smooth and enjoyable. These guides are typically

curated by state tourism boards, historical societies, or dedicated Route 66 associations, each offering

a unique perspective on the road. You can anticipate detailed maps highlighting the historic alignments

of the Mother Road, pointing out significant points of interest, quirky roadside attractions, and charming



small towns. Beyond navigation, these guides often feature historical anecdotes, recommended diners,

unique accommodations, and tips for preserving the essence of the road.

Essential Information Included in Route 66 Guides

When you request a free Route 66 travel guide by mail, you're opening the door to a wealth of curated

knowledge. These guides are designed to equip you with everything you need to navigate and

appreciate the historic highway.

Detailed maps of Route 66's various alignments across multiple states.

Descriptions of historic landmarks, roadside attractions, and photo opportunities.

Recommendations for classic diners, diners, and unique eateries.

Information on accommodations, from vintage motels to unique inns.

Historical context and stories about the development and decline of the road.

Tips for experiencing the culture and spirit of the towns along Route 66.

Information on preserving the historic integrity of the road and its attractions.

Contact information for state Route 66 associations and visitor centers.

State-Specific Route 66 Information

Route 66 traverses eight states, and each offers its own unique flavor and collection of attractions.

Many free guides are organized by state, allowing you to focus on specific regions of the Mother Road.



You'll find details on the Illinois portion, known for its Abraham Lincoln history and early Route 66

beginnings. As you move west, Missouri's Ozark Mountains and unique roadside architecture come

into focus. Oklahoma boasts the longest stretch of original Route 66, with a plethora of historical

markers and preserved segments. Texas offers the wide-open spaces and classic diners of the

Panhandle. New Mexico introduces vibrant Native American culture and breathtaking desert

landscapes. Arizona is home to iconic stops like Winslow and Seligman, crucial to the road's revival.

California, the final destination, showcases the Mojave Desert and the Pacific Ocean terminus.

How to Obtain Your Free Route 66 Travel Guide by Mail

Securing your complimentary Route 66 travel guide by mail is a straightforward process, often

involving a visit to official tourism websites or contacting specific Route 66 organizations. Many states

that Route 66 traverses have dedicated tourism departments that offer free travel planning resources,

including brochures and maps for the Mother Road. Planning your Route 66 journey can begin with a

simple request.

Utilizing State Tourism Websites

One of the most effective ways to get a free Route 66 travel guide by mail is by visiting the official

tourism websites for the states that the Mother Road passes through. States like Illinois, Missouri,

Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California all have vibrant tourism initiatives.

These sites typically have a "request a guide" or "visitor information" section where you can fill out a

form with your mailing address. Be prepared to potentially order guides from multiple states to get a

comprehensive view of the entire route.

Connecting with Route 66 Associations

Beyond state tourism boards, numerous Route 66 associations are dedicated to preserving and

promoting the historic highway. Organizations such as the Historic Route 66 Association of Arizona or



the Illinois Route 66 Scenic Byway often provide free maps and guides to travelers. These

associations are passionate about the road and their printed materials are usually filled with insider tips

and historical tidbits you might not find elsewhere. Check their websites for specific instructions on how

to order your guide through the mail.

What to Consider Before Requesting Guides

Before you hit that "request" button, consider what kind of information will be most beneficial for your

trip. Are you more interested in historical markers, quirky attractions, or culinary experiences? Some

guides might be more general, while others focus on specific aspects of the Route 66 experience.

Also, factor in the time it takes for mail delivery; requesting your guides well in advance of your

planned travel dates is crucial to ensure they arrive in time for your planning sessions. This advance

planning is key to a successful and memorable road trip.

Planning Your Route 66 Adventure with Your Guide

Once your free Route 66 travel guides arrive, the real fun of planning begins. Spreading out the maps,

reading the descriptions, and dreaming of the open road is a significant part of the Route 66

experience. Your tangible guides become your roadmap to adventure, allowing you to craft a

personalized itinerary that reflects your interests and travel style.

Mapping Your Journey

With your physical maps in hand, you can trace the historic alignments of Route 66, identifying key

towns, attractions, and potential overnight stops. This visual approach helps in understanding the

progression of the road and the distances between points of interest. You can mark your must-see

locations, potential detours, and areas where you want to spend more time soaking in the atmosphere.

This hands-on mapping process is incredibly satisfying.



Discovering Hidden Gems and Iconic Stops

Your guides will undoubtedly point you towards the iconic landmarks that define Route 66, such as the

Cadillac Ranch in Texas, the Wigwam Motel in Arizona, or the Gateway Arch in St. Louis. However,

don't overlook the smaller, less-advertised spots. Many free guides highlight local businesses, lesser-

known historical markers, and unique community events that can truly enrich your journey and provide

authentic experiences. These hidden gems often become the most cherished memories of a Route 66

road trip.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I get a free Route 66 travel guide mailed to me?

Many states along the historic Route 66 offer free travel guides. The most common method is to visit

the official tourism websites for states like Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico,

Arizona, and California. Look for sections dedicated to Route 66 and find options to request their

visitor guides or maps by mail. Some guides may require you to fill out a simple online form.

What kind of information is typically included in a free Route 66 travel

guide?

Free Route 66 travel guides usually contain a wealth of information for travelers. This often includes

maps highlighting the historic alignment, descriptions of major attractions, historical context,

recommended stops (like diners, motels, and kitschy roadside attractions), and tips for planning your

trip. Some guides also feature event listings or suggested itineraries.

Are there any specific states that are particularly good for getting free

Route 66 guides?

While most states on Route 66 offer some form of free information, Illinois (the starting point) and



Arizona (featuring iconic stretches like Seligman and Oatman) often have very comprehensive and

well-produced guides. Oklahoma also has a strong focus on preserving and promoting its Route 66

heritage and usually provides excellent resources.

How long does it usually take to receive a free Route 66 travel guide

by mail?

Delivery times can vary depending on the state tourism office and your location. Typically, you can

expect to receive your free guide within 2-4 weeks after requesting it online. Some offices may have

longer processing times during peak travel seasons.

Can I get Route 66 travel guides from organizations other than state

tourism websites?

Yes, while state tourism websites are the primary source, some local Route 66 associations,

museums, and visitor centers along the route may also offer free guides or maps, often available for

pickup at their locations or sometimes by mail if you contact them directly. However, requesting from

the official state tourism departments is usually the most straightforward way to get comprehensive

guides.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to "free Route 66 travel guide by mail," each beginning with , followed by

a short description:

1. Adventures on the Mother Road

This book chronicles a personal journey along historic Route 66, highlighting unexpected discoveries

and the charm of roadside attractions. It focuses on the freedom of exploration and the serendipitous

encounters that make the road trip unforgettable. Readers will find inspiration for their own cross-

country adventures and practical tips for navigating the iconic highway.



2. Route 66: Then and Now

A visual and narrative exploration of the evolution of America's Main Street, this guide contrasts

historic landmarks with their present-day state. It delves into the stories behind the vanished diners,

reopened gas stations, and the enduring spirit of the route. This book is perfect for history buffs and

those seeking to understand the cultural significance of Route 66.

3. The Road Less Traveled: A Route 66 Memoir

This deeply personal account shares the author's experiences and reflections while traversing Route

66, emphasizing introspection and self-discovery. It captures the essence of solo travel and the

profound impact of the journey on one's perspective. The book offers a unique, intimate look at the

Mother Road beyond just the sights.

4. Free Wheels: Budgeting Route 66

Designed for the thrifty traveler, this guide provides practical advice on how to experience Route 66

without breaking the bank. It details free activities, affordable accommodations, and tips for finding the

best value at diners and attractions. Readers will learn how to stretch their travel dollars and enjoy the

iconic route on a budget.

5. Lost Highways: Uncovering Route 66's Secrets

This book ventures off the beaten path to uncover hidden gems and lesser-known stories of Route 66.

It explores forgotten towns, quirky museums, and local legends that add depth to the roadside

experience. History enthusiasts and curious explorers will appreciate the in-depth research and

captivating anecdotes.

6. America's Byway: Your Route 66 Companion

A comprehensive and accessible guide for anyone planning a Route 66 road trip, this book offers

detailed maps, essential information, and practical tips. It covers everything from historical context to

modern-day recommendations for lodging, dining, and points of interest. This is the ideal resource for

a well-planned and enjoyable journey.

7. The Open Road: A Guide to Spontaneous Route 66 Travel



Embracing the spirit of improvisation, this guide encourages readers to explore Route 66 with flexibility

and a sense of adventure. It suggests ways to embrace detours, engage with locals, and create

unique memories without rigid itineraries. This book is for those who love the thrill of the unexpected.

8. Historic Route 66: A Nostalgic Journey

This beautifully illustrated book evokes the golden age of Route 66, capturing the nostalgia of classic

diners, vintage motels, and iconic signage. It shares heartwarming stories and historical photographs

that transport readers back in time. It’s a perfect keepsake for anyone who loves the romance of the

American highway.

9. Mother Road Memories: Connecting with Route 66 Culture

Focusing on the human element of Route 66, this book shares the stories and traditions of the people

who live and work along the historic highway. It highlights the community, hospitality, and the enduring

cultural impact of this famous road. Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the authentic

experiences awaiting them.
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