franz schubert list of works

franz schubert list of works represents a vast and profoundly influential contribution to
classical music, encompassing a breathtaking array of genres and styles that defined the
early Romantic era. This comprehensive overview delves into the sheer breadth and depth
of Schubert's prodigious output, exploring his masterful symphonies, captivating chamber
music, iconic piano works, and the genre he arguably perfected: the Lied. We will navigate
through the major categories of his compositions, highlighting key pieces and their
significance in the evolution of Western art music, offering a valuable resource for students,
musicians, and enthusiasts alike seeking to understand the complete scope of this Viennese
genius.
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e The Schubertian Symphony: From Classical Roots to Romantic Innovation
e Chamber Music Masterpieces: Intimate Dialogues and Expansive Forms

e Piano Compositions: A Universe of Melodies and Harmonies

e The Art of the Lied: Schubert's Unrivaled Contribution

e Choral and Sacred Works: Devotion and Grandeur

e Operas and Incidental Music: Dramatic Pursuits

e Unfinished Works and Later Discoveries

e Understanding Schubert's Opus Numbers and Chronology

e The Enduring Legacy of Schubert's Compositions

The Schubertian Symphony: From Classical Roots
to Romantic Innovation

Franz Schubert's symphonic output is a cornerstone of the orchestral repertoire,
showcasing his remarkable evolution from classical structures to groundbreaking romantic
expression. While not as prolific as some of his predecessors, his symphonies are
characterized by lyrical melodies, rich harmonic language, and an unparalleled gift for
thematic development. His early symphonies, often written for student orchestras or
private performances, already hint at the melodic inventiveness that would later define
him. These works, while less frequently performed than his later masterpieces, are
essential for understanding his formative years and his engagement with the symphonic



tradition inherited from Haydn and Mozart.

Early Symphonic Efforts

Schubert composed his first symphony, Symphony No. 1 in D major, D. 82, at the tender
age of sixteen. This work, along with his subsequent early symphonies (Nos. 2-6),
demonstrates a clear debt to the Classical era. However, even in these youthful
compositions, we find Schubert's distinctive melodic charm and a burgeoning sense of
harmonic exploration. These pieces are often characterized by their bright, optimistic spirit
and clear formal structures, showcasing his early command of orchestral writing.

The "Unfinished" Symphony and Its Significance

Arguably the most famous of his symphonic works, Symphony No. 8 in B minor, D. 759,
known as the "Unfinished" Symphony, remains a testament to Schubert's genius, even in its
incomplete state. Composed in 1822, it features two complete movements and a tantalizing
fragment of a scherzo. The work is celebrated for its profound emotional depth, its exquisite
lyricism, and its innovative harmonic shifts, which pushed the boundaries of classical
tonality. The "Unfinished" Symphony opened new avenues for symphonic expression,
influencing generations of composers.

The Grand "Great" C Major Symphony

Schubert's final completed symphony, Symphony No. 9 in C major, D. 944, often referred to
as the "Great" C Major Symphony, is a monumental achievement. Composed in 1825-1826,
this work stands as a bridge between the classical and romantic eras. Its sheer scale,
thematic richness, and masterful orchestration contribute to its reputation as one of the
greatest symphonies ever written. The symphony's expansive melodies, particularly in the
first movement's horn theme and the glorious finale, coupled with its dramatic contrasts
and moments of profound introspection, secure its place in the absolute core of the
orchestral canon.

Chamber Music Masterpieces: Intimate Dialogues
and Expansive Forms

Schubert's chamber music is a treasure trove of intimate expression and profound musical
thought. He excelled in various chamber ensembles, imbuing each piece with his
characteristic lyricism, harmonic sophistication, and emotional honesty. These works often
feature intricate interplay between instruments, creating dialogues that range from
tenderly melancholic to exultantly joyful. His contributions to the string quartet, string
quintet, piano trio, and other small instrumental combinations are considered essential to



the chamber music repertoire.

String Quartets: A Journey of Discovery

The string quartet genre was a particular passion for Schubert, and his more than twenty
quartets represent a significant part of his output. While his early quartets show his
development, it is in the later works that his genius truly shines. The String Quartet No. 12
in C minor, D. 703, known as the "Quartettsatz" (Quartet Movement), with its dramatic
intensity and unfinished state, offers a glimpse into his innovative spirit. The String Quartet
No. 14 in D minor, D. 810, "Death and the Maiden," is a cornerstone of the repertoire,
renowned for its powerful emotional arc and the profound variations based on his song of
the same name.

The Sublime String Quintet in C Major

Completed shortly before his death, the String Quintet in C major, D. 956, is widely
regarded as one of the greatest chamber works ever composed. The addition of a second
cello creates a richer sonority and allows for unprecedented depth in his musical dialogues.
The work is celebrated for its sublime beauty, its moments of intense pathos, and its
innovative structure, particularly the extended slow movement and the exhilarating finale.
The interplay between the five strings is masterfully handled, creating a tapestry of sound
that continues to captivate audiences.

Piano Trios: Melodic Brilliance and Emotional Depth

Schubert's three completed piano trios—in B-flat major, D. 898; A minor, D. 821; and E-flat
major, D. 929—are essential works in the genre. They showcase his mastery of melodic
invention and his ability to craft emotionally resonant narratives for piano, violin, and cello.
The trios are characterized by their lyrical abundance, their virtuosic demands on the
performers, and their profound emotional range, making them beloved by musicians and
audiences alike.

Piano Compositions: A Universe of Melodies and
Harmonies

Franz Schubert was a virtuoso pianist and a prolific composer for the instrument. His piano
works range from charming dances and impromptus to substantial sonatas and intricate
variations. He possessed an innate understanding of the piano's expressive capabilities,
using its tonal colors and harmonic possibilities to create a deeply personal and often
introspective musical language. His solo piano output is vital for understanding his
compositional evolution and his unique approach to melody and form.



The Expansive Piano Sonatas

Schubert composed over twenty piano sonatas, many of which are considered
masterpieces of the genre. These works are celebrated for their extended lyrical passages,
their innovative formal structures, and their profound emotional depth. The late sonatas,
particularly the final three in C minor (D. 958), A major (D. 959), and B-flat major (D. 960),
are often viewed as his most profound statements for solo piano, showcasing his mature
style, characterized by a unique blend of lyricism, harmonic daring, and emotional
introspection.

Impromptus and Moments Musicaux: Gems of
Inspiration

Schubert's sets of Impromptus (Opp. 90 and 142) and Moments Musicaux (Op. 94) are
among his most beloved piano works. These shorter pieces, often conceived as individual
musical thoughts or "impressions," are characterized by their exquisite melodies, their
intimate scale, and their surprising harmonic twists. They offer a more intimate glimpse into
Schubert's compositional process, revealing his remarkable ability to create profound
emotional impact within concise forms.

Variations and Other Piano Works

Beyond his sonatas and shorter pieces, Schubert composed numerous sets of variations,
often based on his own songs or popular melodies. These works, such as the Variations on a
Theme by Anselm Huttenbrenner in A minor, D. 576, and the variations from the "Trout"
Quintet, demonstrate his remarkable ingenuity in exploring the possibilities of a single
melodic idea. His oeuvre also includes dances like Landler and Waltzes, which reveal his
engagement with Viennese musical traditions and his ability to imbue even simple forms
with his characteristic charm.

The Art of the Lied: Schubert's Unrivaled
Contribution

Franz Schubert is widely recognized as the master of the Lied, the German art song. His
more than 600 Lieder form the bedrock of this genre, transforming it from a simple
accompaniment for poetry into a sophisticated and deeply expressive form of musical
storytelling. Schubert possessed an extraordinary gift for setting poetry to music, capturing
the nuances of the text with remarkable sensitivity and inventiveness. His Lieder explore a
vast range of human emotions, from joy and longing to despair and ecstasy, often with a



profound connection to nature.

Cycles of Lieder: Master Narratives

Schubert's song cycles are monumental achievements that present a cohesive narrative
and emotional journey. The two most famous cycles, "Die schéone Mullerin" (The Beautiful
Miller-Maid, D. 795) and "Winterreise" (Winter Journey, D. 911), are considered pinnacles of
Lieder composition. These cycles, set to poems by Wilhelm Muller, explore themes of love,
loss, nature, and the search for meaning. The profound psychological depth and musical
innovation within these cycles have cemented their place as essential works for any singer
and accompanist.

Standalone Lieder: A Universe of Expression

Beyond the cycles, Schubert composed a vast number of individual Lieder, each a miniature
masterpiece. Works like "Erlkdnig" (The Erlking, D. 328), "Gretchen am Spinnrad" (Gretchen
at the Spinning Wheel, D. 118), "Ave Maria" (Ellens dritter Gesang, D. 839), and
"Sehnsucht" (Longing, D. 859) showcase his diverse stylistic approaches and his
unparalleled ability to evoke specific moods and characters through music. The piano
accompaniment in his Lieder is not merely supportive but an integral part of the song's
expressive fabric, often mirroring the text's imagery and emotions.

Choral and Sacred Works: Devotion and Grandeur

While often overshadowed by his Lieder and instrumental works, Franz Schubert also made
significant contributions to choral and sacred music. These compositions reveal a different
facet of his genius, demonstrating his command of larger vocal forces and his ability to
create music of profound spiritual and dramatic impact. His sacred works are imbued with
the same lyrical beauty and emotional sincerity that characterize his secular output.

Masses: Sacred Masterpieces

Schubert composed six masses, with the Mass No. 5 in A-flat major, D. 678, and the Mass
No. 6 in E-flat major, D. 950, being the most substantial and frequently performed. These
works showcase his ability to integrate lyrical melodies with grand choral textures and
dramatic orchestral writing. The masses demonstrate his deep engagement with sacred
texts and his capacity to convey both personal devotion and universal spiritual aspiration.



Other Choral Works

In addition to his masses, Schubert composed numerous motets, cantatas, and other choral
pieces. Works like the "Standchen" (Serenade) from Horch, horch, die Lerch im héchsten
loose, D. 889, for male chorus, and the poignant "Gesang der Geister Uber den Wassern"
(Song of the Spirits over the Waters, D. 714) for male voices and strings, highlight his
versatility and his mastery of different choral ensembles and textures.

Operas and Incidental Music: Dramatic Pursuits

Although opera was not his primary focus, Schubert harbored ambitions in the dramatic
realm and composed several stage works. While none achieved the widespread success of
his Lieder or symphonies during his lifetime, these works offer valuable insights into his
dramatic sensibilities and his attempts to integrate his lyrical gift into theatrical forms. His
contributions to incidental music for plays also demonstrate his talent for creating
atmospheric and characterful musical settings.

Stage Works and Operas

Schubert's operatic output includes works such as "Fierabras," D. 796, and "Alfonso und
Estrella," D. 732. These operas, while not fully realized in the grand opera tradition, contain
moments of exquisite lyricism and dramatic flair. His Singspiel, "Die Zauberharfe" (The
Magic Harp), D. 644, and "Rosamunde," D. 797, which includes significant incidental music,
are more often performed for their instrumental numbers, such as the famous "Ballet No. 1"
and "Furstentum" (Entr'acte).

Unfinished Works and Later Discoveries

A significant aspect of the Franz Schubert list of works includes his many unfinished
compositions and pieces that were discovered and published long after his death. These
fragments and incomplete projects often reveal the fertile ground of his imagination and
provide tantalizing glimpses into musical ideas that might have further expanded his
already revolutionary art. The ongoing scholarly work of cataloging and analyzing these
pieces continues to enrich our understanding of his creative process.

The Nature of Schubert's Fragments

Schubert's tendency to leave works unfinished was not necessarily a reflection of a lack of
inspiration but often a consequence of his prolific nature and his tendency to move on to



new ideas. These unfinished pieces, ranging from symphonic movements to songs and
piano works, are often substantial and artistically valuable in their own right, offering
insights into his compositional methods.

Understanding Schubert's Opus Numbers and
Chronology

Navigating the Franz Schubert list of works can be aided by understanding the systems
used to catalogue his compositions. While opus numbers were assigned to many of his
published works, much of his output was published posthumously and often assigned
numbers by editors. The Deutsch catalogue, denoted by "D." followed by a number, is the
most comprehensive and chronologically ordered catalog of Schubert's works, providing a
reliable framework for understanding the development of his musical style.

The Deutsch Catalogue (D. Numbers)

Otto Erich Deutsch meticulously compiled a thematic catalog of all known works by Franz
Schubert. This chronological listing, assigning a unique "D." number to each composition, is
the standard reference for identifying and dating Schubert's music. Understanding the D.
numbers is crucial for accurately referring to and studying his vast oeuvre, allowing for a
clearer appreciation of his creative journey.

The Enduring Legacy of Schubert's Compositions

The Franz Schubert list of works continues to resonate deeply with audiences and
performers alike, solidifying his position as one of the most beloved and influential
composers in the Western classical tradition. His mastery of melody, his profound emotional
depth, and his innovative harmonic language laid crucial groundwork for the Romantic era
and beyond. His music is characterized by its sincerity, its lyricism, and its ability to touch
the human spirit with unparalleled grace and beauty. The sheer volume and consistent
quality of his output ensure that his compositions remain a vital and cherished part of our
musical heritage, continually inspiring new generations of artists and listeners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of Schubert's most famous works that



are commonly performed today?

Schubert's most frequently performed works include his 'Unfinished' Symphony (Symphony
No. 8), Symphony No. 9 (‘The Great'), Piano Sonata in B-flat major (D. 960), the Trout
Quintet (D. 667), and his Ave Maria (Ellens dritter Gesang, D. 839).

Beyond symphonies and sonatas, what other genres did
Schubert excel in?

Schubert was a prolific composer of Lieder (art songs), writing over 600 of them. He also
composed operas, chamber music (string quartets, piano trios), masses, and incidental
music.

What is the numbering system used for Schubert's
works?

Schubert's compositions are primarily cataloged using the Deutsch catalogue, abbreviated
as 'D.' or 'Verzeichnis Deutsch'. This numbering system, compiled by Otto Erich Deutsch,
organizes his works chronologically and by genre.

How many symphonies did Schubert compose, and
which are considered his most significant?

Schubert composed ten numbered symphonies, though Symphony No. 8 is famously
incomplete and known as the 'Unfinished' Symphony. His most significant symphonies are
generally considered to be No. 8 (‘Unfinished') and No. 9 (‘The Great').

What are some of Schubert's important piano works
besides his sonatas?

Beyond his numerous piano sonatas, Schubert wrote many other significant piano pieces,
including his Impromptus (D. 899 and D. 935), Moments Musicaux (D. 780), and variations
on his own themes.

How many Lieder (songs) did Schubert write, and what
are some notable examples?

Schubert wrote over 600 Lieder. Some of his most famous collections and individual songs
include 'Gretchen am Spinnrade' (D. 118), 'Erlkdnig' (D. 328), the song cycles 'Die schdne
Mullerin' (D. 795) and 'Winterreise' (D. 911).

What is considered Schubert's most significant work in
chamber music?

While he composed many highly regarded chamber works, the String Quintet in C major (D.
956) is often cited as one of his most profound and beautiful achievements in the genre,
showcasing his mature compositional style.



Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Franz Schubert's works, each beginning with :

1. In Search of Schubert's Melodies

This book delves into the biographical and contextual elements that shaped Schubert's
prodigious output of Lieder. It explores his relationships with poets, his musical milieu in
Vienna, and the emotional landscapes that fueled his song cycles like Winterreise and
Schéne Mdillerin. Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the profound connection
between text and music in his vocal works.

2. Into the Piano Sonatas of Schubert

A comprehensive exploration of Schubert's often underappreciated piano sonatas, this
volume examines their structural innovations, harmonic language, and lyrical depth. It
guides the reader through the evolution of his piano writing, from early, Haydnesque works
to the profound and expansive late sonatas. This book is essential for pianists and listeners
seeking to understand the full scope of his solo keyboard repertoire.

3. llluminating the Chamber Music of Schubert

This work shines a light on Schubert's masterful contributions to chamber music, including
his string quartets, string quintet, and piano trios. It analyzes the intricate interplay
between instrumental voices and Schubert's characteristic melodic invention. The book
highlights how he expanded the expressive possibilities of these ensembles, leaving a
legacy that continues to inspire musicians.

4. Imagining Schubert's Symphonic Worlds

This volume offers insightful analyses of Schubert's symphonies, from his early, youthful
efforts to the monumental "Great" C Major Symphony and the enigmatic "Unfinished"
Symphony. It discusses his harmonic daring, his unique approach to thematic development,
and the ways he bridged the Classical and Romantic eras. Readers will discover the
symphonic genius of a composer often overshadowed by his vocal works.

5. Investigating Schubert's Sacred Music

Focusing on Schubert's devotional works, this book explores his Masses, motets, and
oratorios. It examines his engagement with liturgical texts and how his personal faith and
artistic sensibilities informed these compositions. The volume highlights the dramatic power
and emotional sincerity present in his sacred output, revealing another facet of his
multifaceted genius.

6. In-depth with Schubert's Operatic Ventures

This study addresses Schubert's less frequently performed operatic works, such as
Fierrabras and Alfonso und Estrella. It analyzes the dramatic structures, character
portrayals, and musical styles of these operas, shedding light on his attempts to succeed in
the genre. The book provides valuable context for understanding Schubert's broader
compositional ambitions beyond his more famous genres.

7. Insights into Schubert's Unfinished Masterpieces

This book specifically investigates the tantalizing incompleteness of some of Schubert's
most significant works, such as the Symphony No. 8 and the Piano Sonata in C major, D.
840. It explores the reasons behind their unfinished state, the sketches and drafts that
survive, and scholarly attempts to complete or interpret these enigmatic pieces. This



provides a fascinating glimpse into the creative process.

8. Interpreting Schubert's Folk Influences

This scholarly work traces the deep roots of Austrian folk and popular music within
Schubert's compositions. It identifies specific folk melodies and dance forms that he
incorporated into his symphonies, chamber music, and Lieder, demonstrating how these
elements enriched his musical language. The book offers a compelling argument for the
integral role of national musical traditions in his creative output.

9. In Dialogue with Schubert's Contemporaries

This book places Schubert's extensive catalogue of works in conversation with those of his
peers and predecessors, such as Beethoven, Rossini, and Mendelssohn. It explores the
stylistic connections, influences, and rivalries that shaped the Viennese musical scene
during his lifetime. By examining these relationships, the reader gains a richer
understanding of Schubert's unique place in music history.
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