FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER A DAUGHTER OF CAMBODIA
REMEMBERS

FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER A DAUGHTER OF CAMBODIA REMEMBERS IS A POWERFUL MEMOIR THAT RECOUNTS THE HARROWING
EXPERIENCES OF A YOUNG GIRL DURING THE KHMER ROUGE REGIME IN CAMBODIA. W/RITTEN BY LOUNG UNG, THIS COMPELLING
NARRATIVE OFFERS AN INTIMATE GLIMPSE INTO THE HORRORS FACED BY CAMBODIAN FAMILIES UNDER PoL PoOT’s BRUTAL
DICTATORSHIP. THE BOOK NOT ONLY CAPTURES THE PERSONAL LOSS AND SUFFERING ENDURED BY THE AUTHOR BUT ALSO SHEDS
LIGHT ON THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF CAMBODIA’S GENOCIDE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE BACKGROUND OF THE MEMOIR, ITS
KEY THEMES, AND ITS IMPACT ON READERS AND HISTORY ALIKE. ADDITIONALLY, IT DELVES INTO THE ADAPTATION OF THE BOOK
INTO FILM AND ITS ROLE IN EDUCATING THE WORLD ABOUT CAMBODIA’S TRAGIC PAST. BELOW IS AN OVERVIEW OF THE MAIN
SECTIONS COVERED IN THIS ARTICLE.

BACkGROUND AND HisTorICAL CONTEXT

® SUMMARY OF FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER

Key THEMES AND LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE

AUTHOR LouNG UNG’s LIFE AND PERSPECTIVE

o ADAPTATIONS AND CULTURAL IMPACT

® EDUCATIONAL IMPORTANCE AND GLOBAL AW ARENESS

BACKGROUND AND HisTorICAL CONTEXT

THE MEMOIR FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER A DAUGHTER OF CAMBODIA REMEMBERS IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF ONE OF
THE MOST DEVASTATING PERIODS IN CAMBODIAN HISTORY. BETWEEN 1975 AND 1979, THE KHMER ROUGE, LED BY PoL PoT,
ORCHESTRATED A RADICAL SOCIAL ENGINEERING CAMPAIGN THAT RESULTED IN THE DEATHS OF AN ESTIMATED 1.7 TO 2 MILLION
PEOPLE. THIS GENOCIDE TARGETED INTELLECTUALS, PROFESSIONALS, ETHNIC MINORITIES, AND ANYONE PERCEIVED TO BE AN
ENEMY OF THE REGIME. THE COUNTRY WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A BRUTAL AGRARIAN SOCIETY WHERE FORCED LABOR,
STARVATION, AND EXECUTIONS WERE RAMPANT.

HistoricAL OVERVIEW OF THE KHMER ROUGE REGIME

THE KHMER ROUGE CAME TO POWER IN CAMBODIA IN APRIL 1975 AFTER YEARS OF CIVIL WAR. THEIR GOAL WAS TO CREATE A
CLASSLESS, AGRARIAN UTOPIA BY ERADICATING ALL TRACES OF CAPITALISM, EDUCATION, RELIGION, AND FOREIGN INFLUENCE.
CITIES WERE EVACUATED, AND MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WERE SENT TO LABOR CAMPS AND COLLECTIVE FARMS. THE REGIME’S
POLICIES LED TO WIDESPREAD FAMINE AND TERROR, WITH MASS EXECUTIONS CARRIED OUT IN KILLING FIELDS THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY.

IMPACT oN CAMBODIAN SOCIETY

THe KHMER ROUGE’S REIGN DEVASTATED CAMBODIA’S SOCIAL FABRIC. FAMILIES WERE TORN APART, TRADITIONAL CULTURAL
PRACTICES WERE SUPPRESSED, AND AN ENTIRE GENERATION GREW UP AMIDST VIOLENCE AND FEAR. THE TRAUMA EXPERIENCED
DURING THIS TIME HAS CONTINUED TO AFFECT CAMBODIAN SOCIETY DECADES AFTER THE FALL OF THE REGIME IN 1979.



SUMMARY OF FIRST THeY KiLLep MY FATHER

FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER A DAUGHTER OF CAMBODIA REMEMBERS IS A MEMOIR THAT CHRONICLES LOUNG UNG’S CHILDHOOD
EXPERIENCES AS SHE NAVIGATED THE DANGERS OF THE KHMER ROUGE REGIME. THE NARRATIVE BEGINS WITH HER LIFE AS A
PRIVILEGED CHILD IN PHNOM PENH AND FOLLOWS HER FAMILY’S FORCED EVACUATION TO THE COUNTRYSIDE. THROUGHOUT THE
MEMOIR, UNG DESCRIBES THE BRUTAL CONDITIONS, LOSS OF LOVED ONES, AND STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL UNDER EXTREME
OPPRESSION.

EARLY LIFE AND FAMILY BACKGROUND

LouNG UNG WAS BORN INTO A WELL-EDUCATED FAMILY IN PHNOM PENH. HER FATHER WAS A GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL, WHICH
INITIALLY PROVIDED SOME PROTECTION. HO\X/EVER, AS THE KHMER ROUGE TOOK CONTROL, HER FAMILY WAS FORCED TO LEAVE
THEIR HOME AND ADAPT TO HARSH RURAL CONDITIONS. THE MEMOIR DETAILS THE GRADUAL EROSION OF THEIR SAFETY AND
DIGNITY.

SURVIVAL AND Loss

THE MEMOIR VIVIDLY PORTRAYS THE LOSS OF LOUNG UNG’S FAMILY MEMBERS, THE HARDSHIPS ENDURED BY CHILDREN AND
ADULTS ALIKE, AND THE CONSTANT THREAT OF DEATH. DESPITE THE SUFFERING, UNG’S NARRATIVE CONVEYS RESILIENCE AND
HOPE AMID DESPAIR. HER PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE BRINGS A HUMAN FACE TO THE STATISTICS OF GENOCIDE.

Key THEMES AND LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE

THE MEMOIR FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER A DAUGHTER OF CAMBODIA REMEMBERS EXPLORES SEVERAL CRITICAL THEMES THAT
RESONATE BEYOND THE CAMBODIAN CONTEXT. THESE THEMES CONTRIBUTE TO THE BOOK’S LITERARY IMPORTANCE AND ITS ROLE
AS A HISTORICAL TESTIMONY.

THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

SURVIVAL IS A CENTRAL THEME, HIGHLIGHTING THE PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL ENDURANCE REQUIRED TO LIVE THROUGH THE
KHMER ROUGE’s ATROCITIES. UNG’S STORY ILLUSTRATES HOW CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ADAPTED TO UNIMAGINABLE CHALLENGES.

THE Loss OF INNOCENCE

THE MEMOIR CAPTURES THE ABRUPT END OF CHILDHOOD INNOCENCE DUE TO WAR AND GENOCIDE. UNG’S TRANSFORMATION FROM
A CAREFREE CHILD TO A SURVIVOR UNDERSCORES THE PERSONAL COSTS OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE.

THE IMPORTANCE OF MEMORY AND TESTIMONY

DOCUMENTING PERSONAL EXPERIENCES SERVES AS AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE AND RESISTANCE AGAINST FORGETTING. THE MEMOIR
PRESERVES THE VOICES OF THOSE WHO SUFFERED AND EDUCATES FUTURE GENERATIONS ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCES OF HATRED
AND EXTREMISM.



NoTABLE LITERARY TECHNIQUES

Loung UNG EMPLOYS VIVID IMAGERY, STRAIGHTFORW ARD LANGUAGE, AND EMOTIONAL HONESTY TO ENGAGE READERS. THE
MEMOIR’S NARRATIVE STYLE BALANCES PERSONAL REFLECTION WITH HISTORICAL DETAIL, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE TO DIVERSE
AUDIENCES.

AUTHOR LoUNG UNG’s LIFE AND PERSPECTIVE

LounG UNG’S UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE AS BOTH A SURVIVOR AND ACTIVIST ENRICHES THE MEMOIR’S AUTHENTICITY. HER LIFE
STORY EXTENDS BEYOND THE BOOK, ENCOMPASSING ADVOCACY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENOCIDE A\ ARENESS.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Born IN CaMBODIA IN 1970, LOUNG UNG ESCAPED TO THE UNITED STATES AFTER THE FALL OF THE KHMER ROUGE. SHE HAS
SINCE DEDICATED HER LIFE TO EDUCATING OTHERS ABOUT THE CAMBODIAN GENOCIDE AND PROMOTING HEALING FOR SURVIVORS.

ADVOCACY AND PUBLIC SPEAKING

UNG HAS PARTICIPATED IN NUMEROUS SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS, DOCUMENTARIES, AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. Her EFFORTS
AIM TO PREVENT FUTURE GENOCIDES BY RAISING AW ARENESS AND FOSTERING EMPATHY \WORLDW!IDE.

ADAPTATIONS AND CULTURAL IMPACT

THE MEMOIR’S POWERFUL STORY HAS TRANSCENDED THE WRITTEN PAGE, INSPIRING ADAPTATIONS AND CONTRIBUTING TO
GLOBAL CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING OF CAMBODIA’S TRAGEDY.

FILM ADAPTATION BY ANGELINA JOLIE

IN 2017, ANGELINA JOLIE DIRECTED A FILM ADAPTATION OF FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER A DAUGHTER OF CAMBODIA
REMEMBERS. THE MOVIE BROUGHT INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION TO THE CAMBODIAN GENOCIDE AND LOUNG UNG’S STORY,
FURTHER AMPLIFYING ITS IMPACT.

INFLUENCE ON LITERATURE AND MEDIA

THE MEMOIR HAS INFLUENCED OTHER WORKS ON GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS, SERVING AS A REFERENCE POINT FOR SCHOLARS,
EDUCATORS, AND CREATORS. [T REMAINS A SEMINAL TEXT IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT MEMORY, TRAUMA, AND JUSTICE.

RECOGNITION AND AWARDS



o CRITICAL ACCLAIM FOR ITS HONEST PORTRAYAL OF GENOCIDE
® |NCLUSION IN ACADEMIC CURRICULA WORLDW!IDE

® HONORS FOR LOUNG UNG’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

EDUCATIONAL IMPORTANCE AND GLOBAL AWARENESS

FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER A DAUGHTER OF CAMBODIA REMEMBERS PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN EDUCATING PEOPLE ABOUT THE
CAMBODIAN GENOCIDE AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF MASS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

UsE IN ScHooLs AND UNIVERSITIES

THE MEMOIR IS FREQUENTLY INCLUDED IN HISTORY, LITERATURE, AND HUMAN RIGHTS COURSES TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A
PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING OF GENOCIDE. |ITS ACCESSIBILITY HELPS FOSTER EMPATHY AND CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT HISTORICAL
ATROCITIES.

ProMOTING GENOCIDE PREVENTION

By sHARING LounG UNG’s STORY, EDUCATORS AND ACTIVISTS EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF RECOGNIZING W ARNING SIGNS OF
GENOCIDE AND TAKING ACTION TO PREVENT FUTURE OCCURRENCES. THE MEMOIR SERVES AS A CAUTIONARY TALE AND A CALL
FOR VIGILANCE.

RAISING GLOBAL AWARENESS

THE INTERNATIONAL DISSEMINATION OF THE MEMOIR AND ITS ADAPTATIONS HAS INCREASED AWARENESS OF CAMBODIA’S
HISTORY AND THE ONGOING CHALLENGES FACED BY SURVIVORS. |T ENCOURAGES GLOBAL SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT FOR POST-
CONFLICT RECOVERY EFFORTS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS ‘FIRST THeY KiLLep MY FATHER: A DAUGHTER oF CAMBODIA REMEMBERS’
ABOUT?

[T 1S A MEMOIR BY LOUNG UNG THAT RECOUNTS HER EXPERIENCES AS A CHILD DURING THE KHMER ROUGE REGIME IN CAMBODIA,
DETAILING THE HARDSHIPS AND ATROCITIES SHE AND HER FAMILY ENDURED.

WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF ‘FIRST THeY KILLED MY FATHER'?

THE AUTHOR IS LOUNG UNG, A CAMBODIAN-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND SURVIVOR OF THE KHMER ROUGE REGIME.



WHAT HISTORICAL EVENT DOES ‘FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER' DEPICT?

THE Book DEPICTS THE CAMBODIAN GENOCIDE THAT OCCURRED UNDER THE KHMER ROUGE REGIME FROM 1975 TO 1979.

Has ‘FIRST THeY KiLLED MY FATHER' BEEN ADAPTED INTO ANY OTHER MEDIAP

YES, IT WAS ADAPTED INTO A NETFLIX FILM DIRECTED BY ANGELINA JOLIE, RELEASED IN 2017.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE 'FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER'?

THE TITLE REFERS TO THE PERSONAL LOSS LOUNG UNG EXPERIENCED AND SYMBOLIZES THE BEGINNING OF THE KHMER ROUGE'S
BRUTAL CAMPAIGN THAT DESTROYED COUNTLESS FAMILIES AND LIVES.

How poes LouUNG UNG DESCRIBE HER CHILDHOOD IN THE MEMOIR?

LoUNG UNG DESCRIBES HER CHILDHOOD AS ONE OF FEAR, SUFFERING, AND SURVIVAL, AS SHE AND HER FAMILY WERE FORCED TO
ENDURE FORCED LABOR, STARVATION, AND VIOLENCE UNDER THE KHMER ROUGE.

\WHAT THEMES ARE EXPLORED IN ‘FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER'?

THE MEMOIR EXPLORES THEMES OF SURVIVAL, LOSS, RESILIENCE, THE IMPACT OF WAR ON CHILDREN, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
REMEMBERING HISTORY.

WHY 1S ‘FIRST THEY KILLED MY FATHER' IMPORTANT FOR UNDERSTANDING CAMBODIAN
HISTORY?

THE MEMOIR PROVIDES A PERSONAL AND DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE KHMER ROUGE'S IMPACT ON ORDINARY CAMBODIANS,
OFFERING INSIGHT INTO A TRAGIC PERIOD OFTEN UNDERREPRESENTED IN MAINSTREAM HISTORY.

WHAT MESSAGE DOES LOUNG UNG HOPE TO CONVEY THROUGH HER MEMOIR?

LouNG UNG AIMS TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES OF THE KHMER ROUGE, HONOR THE VICTIMS, AND PROMOTE
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RESILIENCE OF SURVIVORS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WHen Broken GLASS FLOATS: GRowiNG Up UNDER THE KHMER ROUGE

THIS MEMOIR BY CHANRITHY HIM RECOUNTS HER HARROWING CHILDHOOD IN CAMBODIA DURING THE BRUTAL KHMER ROUGE
REGIME. SHE DESCRIBES THE LOSS OF HER FAMILY, THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL, AND THE RESILIENCE NEEDED TO ENDURE
UNIMAGINABLE HARDSHIPS. THE BOOK OFFERS A POWERFUL PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE ON A DARK CHAPTER IN CAMBODIAN HISTORY.

2. THE GATE

\W/RITTEN BY FRANP] OIS BizOT, A FRENCH ETHNOLOGIST WHO WAS CAPTURED BY THE KHMER ROUGE, THIS MEMOIR PROVIDES A
UNIQUE OUTSIDER’S VIEW OF THE REGIME. BIZOT RECOUNTS HIS IMPRISONMENT, HIS INTERACTIONS WITH THE KHMER ROUGE
LEADER KNOWN AS COMRADE DUCH, AND HIS EVENTUAL RELEASE. THE BOOK SHEDS LIGHT ON THE IDEOLOGY AND ATROCITIES OF
THE REGIME THROUGH THE LENS OF A SURVIVOR.

3. Voices From 5-2 1: TERROR AND HISTORY IN PoL PoT’s SECRET PrISON

THIS BOOK COMPILES TESTIMONIES FROM SURVIVORS AND CONFESSIONS OF PRISONERS HELD AT THE NOTORIOUS S-2 1 PRISON
UNDER THE KHMER ROUGE. |T OFFERS CHILLING INSIGHTS INTO THE BRUTAL INTERROGATION METHODS AND THE ATMOSPHERE OF
TERROR THAT PERMEATED CAMBODIA DURING THIS PERIOD. THE NARRATIVES REVEAL THE COMPLEXITIES OF MEMORY AND
TRAUMA.

4. SURVIVAL IN THE KILLING FIELDS



W/RITTEN BY HAING NGOR, A CAMBODIAN PHYSICIAN AND SURVIVOR OF THE KHMER ROUGE, THIS MEMOIR DETAILS HIS EXPERIENCE
DURING THE GENOCIDE AND HIS EFFORTS TO REBUILD HIS LIFE AFTERWARD. NGOR’S STORY IS ONE OF COURAGE AND HOPE AMIDST
DEVASTATION. THE BOOK ALSO INSPIRED THE FILM “THE KILLING FIELDS.”

5. Voices FroM THE KILLING FIELDS: SURVIVORS ReEMEMBER CAMBODIA’S GENOCIDE

THIS COLLECTION OF INTERVIEWS AND PERSONAL STORIES OFFERS DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES FROM SURVIVORS OF THE KHMER
ROUGE GENOCIDE. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE RESILIENCE OF THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE AND THE VARIOUS WAYS THEY COPED WITH LOSS
AND TRAUMA. THE BOOK SERVES AS AN IMPORTANT ORAL HISTORY OF THE GENOCIDE.

6. IN THE SHADOW OF THE BANYAN

W/RITTEN BY VADDEY RATNER, A CAMBODIAN-AMERICAN AUTHOR AND SURVIVOR OF THE KHMER ROUGE, THIS NOVEL IS BASED
ON HER OWN CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES. THE STORY FOLLOWS A YOUNG GIRL’S STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE AND MAINTAIN HOPE
DURING THE REGIME’S REIGN OF TERROR. |T BEAUTIFULLY BLENDS PERSONAL MEMORY WITH HISTORICAL EVENTS.

7. CHILDREN of CAMBODIA’S KILLING FIELDS: MEMOIRS BY SURVIVORS

THIS COMPILATION FEATURES FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS FROM CAMBODIAN CHILDREN WHO LIVED THROUGH THE KHMER ROUGE ERA.
THE BOOK EMPHASIZES THE IMPACT OF THE GENOCIDE ON THE YOUNGEST VICTIMS AND THEIR JOURNEYS TOWARD HEALING. [T IS A
MOVING TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURANCE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

8. THE ELIMINATION: A SURVIVOR OF THE KHMER RoUGE CONFRONTS His PAST AND THE COMMANDANT OF THE KILLING FIELDS
W/RITTEN BY RITHY PANH, A CAMBODIAN FILMMAKER AND SURVIVOR, THIS MEMOIR EXPLORES HIS PERSONAL TRAUMA AND QUEST
FOR JUSTICE. PANH CONFRONTS THE LEGACY OF THE KHMER ROUGE AND THE MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS FAMILY’S DEATH,
WEAVING HISTORY WITH HIS OWN STORY. THE BOOK IS A PROFOUND MEDITATION ON MEMORY AND RECONCILIATION.

Q. BeHIND THE KILLING FIELDS: A KHMER ROUGE SURVIVOR’S STORY

THIS MEMOIR BY CHUM MEY, ONE OF THE FEW SURVIVORS OF THE S-2 T PRISON, RECOUNTS HIS BRUTAL IMPRISONMENT AND
MIRACULOUS SURVIVAL. MEY OFFERS A FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF THE HORRORS INSIDE THE PRISON AND THE RESILIENCE REQUIRED
TO ENDURE. HIS STORY CONTRIBUTES TO A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE GENOCIDE’S HUMAN COST.
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