film flubber notes and questions

film flubber notes and questions provide a comprehensive understanding and analysis of the
1997 family comedy film "Flubber," directed by Les Mayfield and starring Robin Williams. This
article offers detailed insights into the movie’s plot, characters, themes, and production elements,
making it an essential resource for students, educators, and film enthusiasts. By exploring key
questions and notes, readers can deepen their appreciation of the film’s narrative structure,
scientific imagination, and comedic style. Additionally, this guide addresses the moral and ethical
dilemmas presented in the storyline, encouraging critical thinking and discussion. Whether
preparing for a class assignment or seeking to enhance one’s knowledge of "Flubber," these notes
and questions are tailored to support an engaging and thorough examination. The following sections
outline the main aspects of the film, including plot summary, character analysis, themes, and
frequently asked questions.

e Plot Summary of Flubber

e Main Characters and Their Roles

e Themes and Motifs in Flubber

e Scientific Concepts and Imagination
¢ Critical Questions for Discussion

¢ Production and Reception Notes

Plot Summary of Flubber

The plot of "Flubber" centers around Professor Philip Brainard, an absent-minded and eccentric
scientist who is on the verge of losing his university position due to his constant distractions. His
primary focus is the invention of a revolutionary substance called Flubber, short for "flying rubber,"
which possesses extraordinary energy and bouncing capabilities. The story follows Brainard's
attempts to save the financially struggling Medfield College by using Flubber to revitalize a
basketball game and generate funds. Alongside comedic mishaps and romantic elements involving
his fiancée, Sara, the film unfolds with a blend of slapstick humor and heartwarming moments. The
narrative showcases the challenges of scientific discovery, perseverance, and the importance of
balancing personal and professional life.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in "Flubber" contribute significantly to the film’s humor and message. Each
character plays a distinct role that supports the central storyline and themes.



Professor Philip Brainard

As the protagonist, Professor Brainard is portrayed as a brilliant but scatterbrained inventor. His
determination to create Flubber drives the plot forward, while his absent-mindedness creates
numerous comedic situations. His character embodies the archetype of the mad scientist with a
heart.

Sara Jean Reynolds

Sara is Brainard’s fiancée, who struggles with his inattentiveness and the neglect of their
relationship due to his obsession with Flubber. Her character adds emotional depth and highlights
the personal sacrifices involved in scientific pursuits.

Chester Hoenicker and Wilson Croft

These antagonists serve as obstacles to Brainard’s success. Chester Hoenicker is a rival scientist
who attempts to steal Flubber, while Wilson Croft is a conman who tries to exploit the invention for
personal gain. Their roles introduce conflict and tension into the storyline.

Supporting Characters

Other characters, such as Brainard'’s assistant Weebo, provide comic relief and assist in advancing
the plot. Weebo’s robotic persona adds a futuristic element to the film.

Themes and Motifs in Flubber

"Flubber" explores several themes that are relevant to both young audiences and adults. These
themes enrich the narrative and offer opportunities for analysis and discussion.

Innovation and Scientific Curiosity

The film celebrates creativity and the spirit of discovery through Brainard’s invention of Flubber. It
emphasizes the importance of perseverance in the face of failure and skepticism.

Balance Between Work and Personal Life

Brainard’s struggle to maintain his relationship with Sara underlines the theme of balancing
professional ambitions with personal commitments. This motif encourages viewers to reflect on
priorities and responsibilities.



Ethics in Science

The film raises ethical questions about the use and potential misuse of scientific discoveries,
particularly through the actions of antagonists seeking to exploit Flubber for selfish purposes.

Humor and Family Entertainment

As a family comedy, "Flubber" employs slapstick humor, visual effects, and playful scenarios to
engage audiences of all ages while delivering positive messages.

Scientific Concepts and Imagination

While "Flubber" is primarily a fantasy comedy, it incorporates imaginative scientific concepts that
stimulate curiosity about physics and chemistry.

The Concept of Flubber

Flubber is depicted as a highly elastic and energy-rich substance capable of defying gravity and
enhancing physical abilities. Though fictional, it serves as a creative representation of experimental
materials and energy sources.

Robotics and Artificial Intelligence

Weebo, the robotic assistant, introduces elements of artificial intelligence, showcasing futuristic
technology and its potential applications in scientific research.

Real-World Scientific Inspiration

The film loosely references scientific principles such as kinetic energy, elasticity, and propulsion,
encouraging viewers to explore real scientific phenomena.

Critical Questions for Discussion

Engaging with "film flubber notes and questions" involves addressing key queries that promote
deeper understanding and critical thinking about the movie.

e How does Professor Brainard’s character development reflect the challenges of scientific
innovation?

e In what ways does the film balance comedy with serious themes such as ethics and personal
responsibility?



e What role does Flubber play as both a plot device and a symbol within the story?

e How do the antagonists contribute to the narrative tension and what do they represent in the
context of scientific competition?

e How does the film address the conflict between work obsession and maintaining healthy
relationships?

e What scientific concepts presented in the movie are based on real principles, and which are
purely fictional?

e How does the use of special effects enhance the storytelling and engagement of the audience?

Production and Reception Notes

"Flubber" was produced by Walt Disney Pictures and released in 1997 as a remake of the 1961 film
"The Absent-Minded Professor." Directed by Les Mayfield, the movie leverages visual effects and
Robin Williams’ comedic talent to appeal to family audiences.

Visual Effects and Technology

The film’s production employed cutting-edge CGI techniques of the time to bring Flubber to life,
creating dynamic scenes that emphasize the substance’s unique properties.

Box Office and Critical Response

"Flubber" achieved moderate commercial success and received mixed reviews from critics, who
praised the performances and special effects but noted the formulaic plot.

Legacy and Impact

Despite mixed reviews, "Flubber" remains a popular family film, often referenced for its imaginative
premise and as an example of 1990s family entertainment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the film 'Flubber'?

The main plot of 'Flubber' revolves around a quirky professor who invents a revolutionary, rubber-
like substance called Flubber that has incredible energy and bouncing properties, leading to
comedic and adventurous situations.



Who plays the lead role in the movie 'Flubber'?

Robin Williams stars as the lead character, Professor Philip Brainard, in the movie 'Flubber'.

What are some key themes explored in 'Flubber'?

Key themes in 'Flubber' include innovation and creativity, the importance of perseverance in
scientific discovery, and the humorous consequences of unexpected inventions.

How does Flubber's unique properties affect the storyline?

Flubber's unique properties, such as its ability to bounce infinitely and generate energy, drive much
of the film's action and comedy, helping the protagonist save his university and win back his love
interest.

What are some discussion questions for analyzing '‘Flubber'?

Discussion questions for 'Flubber' include: How does the film portray the relationship between
science and ethics? In what ways does Robin Williams' performance enhance the comedic elements
of the story? How does 'Flubber' compare to other family-friendly sci-fi comedies?

Additional Resources

1. "The Making of Flubber: Behind the Scenes of a Sci-Fi Classic"

This book offers an in-depth look at the production of the film "Flubber," exploring the creative
process behind its unique special effects and storytelling. It includes interviews with the cast and
crew, revealing challenges faced during filming. Readers gain insight into the technical innovations
that brought the rubbery substance to life on screen.

2. "Flubber Film Study Guide: Notes and Discussion Questions"

Designed for educators and students, this guide provides comprehensive notes on the themes,
characters, and plot of "Flubber." It includes thoughtful questions that encourage critical thinking
and classroom discussions. The study guide helps readers analyze the film’s messages about science,
innovation, and friendship.

3. "Visual Effects in Family Films: The Case of Flubber"

This book examines the special effects techniques used in family-oriented movies, with a focus on
"Flubber." It breaks down the blend of practical effects and CGI that created the film’s iconic
bouncing substance. The author also discusses how these effects contribute to the film’s appeal to
both children and adults.

4. "Disney’s Flubber: A Cultural and Cinematic Analysis"

Exploring "Flubber" from a cultural standpoint, this book analyzes how the film fits within the
Disney legacy and its impact on popular culture. It discusses the film’s humor, scientific themes, and
its role in the late 1990s film landscape. Readers are encouraged to think about the film’s broader
significance beyond entertainment.

5. "Screenwriting for Family Comedies: Lessons from Flubber"
Focusing on the screenplay of "Flubber," this book breaks down the narrative structure, character



development, and comedic elements that make the movie effective. Aspiring screenwriters can learn
how to craft engaging, family-friendly stories by studying the film’s script. It also includes writing
exercises inspired by the movie’s themes.

6. "Character Development in Flubber: Analyzing Protagonists and Sidekicks"

This book delves into the personalities and growth of the main characters in "Flubber," exploring
how their relationships drive the story forward. It highlights the dynamics between the inventor
protagonist and his eccentric companions. The analysis helps readers understand character
motivations and their importance in storytelling.

7. "Science and Fiction: The Realities Behind Flubber’s Inventions"

Bridging the gap between science and fiction, this book examines the scientific concepts that
inspired the inventions seen in "Flubber." It discusses what is plausible and what remains purely
imaginative, providing educational content for science enthusiasts. The book encourages readers to
appreciate creativity while understanding scientific limitations.

8. "Flubber and Family Dynamics: Exploring Themes of Belonging and Innovation"

This thematic study focuses on how "Flubber" portrays family relationships and the pursuit of
innovation. It discusses how the film balances heartwarming moments with comedic antics to
address issues like acceptance and perseverance. The book is useful for those interested in film
themes and their emotional resonance.

9. "Interactive Flubber: Activity Book with Notes and Questions for Young Fans"

Aimed at younger audiences, this activity book includes puzzles, quizzes, and creative projects
related to the "Flubber" movie. It incorporates notes and questions to engage children in thinking
about the film’s story and characters. The interactive format makes it a fun educational resource for
fans of the movie.
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