farewell to manzanar

farewell to manzanar is a significant memoir and historical account that explores the Japanese
American experience during World War II, particularly focusing on the internment camps. Written by
Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston, the book provides an intimate portrayal of life
inside the Manzanar War Relocation Center, one of the ten camps where over 110,000 Japanese
Americans were forcibly relocated and incarcerated. This article delves into the historical context of
the internment, the narrative and themes of Farewell to Manzanar, its cultural and educational
impact, and the legacy it leaves in contemporary discussions about civil rights and social justice. By
understanding the depth of Farewell to Manzanar, readers gain insight into a troubling chapter of
American history and the resilience of those affected. The following sections will outline the key
elements surrounding this important work and its broader implications.

e Historical Background of Japanese American Internment
e Overview and Narrative of Farewell to Manzanar

e Thematic Analysis and Key Messages

e Cultural and Educational Impact

e Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Historical Background of Japanese American
Internment

Origins and Context of Internment

The internment of Japanese Americans during World War Il was a direct consequence of Executive
Order 9066, signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in February 1942. Following the attack on Pearl
Harbor, suspicion and fear towards Japanese Americans escalated, leading to the forced removal of
approximately 120,000 individuals, most of whom were American citizens. The government justified
these actions as a military necessity, citing concerns over espionage and sabotage. However, the
internment is widely recognized as a grave violation of civil liberties driven by racial prejudice and
wartime hysteria.

Manzanar War Relocation Center

Manzanar was one of ten War Relocation Centers established to house Japanese Americans during
their internment. Located in California’s Owens Valley, Manzanar held around 10,000 internees at its
peak. The camp was characterized by harsh living conditions, including extreme weather, inadequate
housing, and limited resources. Despite these challenges, internees created a community with



schools, newspapers, and cultural activities. The history of Manzanar serves as a backdrop for the
memoir Farewell to Manzanar, providing a setting that underscores themes of resilience and identity.

Overview and Narrative of Farewell to Manzanar

Authors and Publication

Farewell to Manzanar was co-authored by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston,
published in 1973. The memaoir is a blend of autobiography and historical record, recounting Jeanne
Wakatsuki’s childhood experience in the Manzanar internment camp. The narrative offers a personal
perspective on the psychological and social impact of internment on Japanese American families,
making it one of the first widely read accounts to bring this history to public attention.

Plot Summary

The memoir begins with the forced evacuation of the Wakatsuki family after Pearl Harbor and their
relocation to Manzanar. It chronicles Jeanne’s struggle with identity, cultural conflict, and the stigma
associated with being labeled an “enemy alien.” The story also explores family dynamics, including
the challenges faced by her father and the eventual disintegration of the family unit. Throughout the
book, themes of survival, adaptation, and the quest for dignity in the face of injustice are vividly
portrayed.

Thematic Analysis and Key Messages

Identity and Cultural Conflict

One of the central themes in Farewell to Manzanar is the exploration of identity, particularly the
tension between Japanese heritage and American nationality. Jeanne’s internal conflict reflects the
broader struggles of Japanese Americans who faced discrimination and alienation. The memaoir
examines how internment disrupted cultural transmission and forced individuals to reconcile dual
identities under oppressive circumstances.

Resilience and Family Dynamics

The narrative emphasizes the resilience of internees as they navigated adversity within the camps.
Family relationships, especially between Jeanne and her parents, highlight the emotional toll of
incarceration. The memoir portrays both the strength and fragility of family bonds, illustrating how
the pressures of internment led to both unity and fragmentation.



Injustice and Civil Rights

Farewell to Manzanar serves as a poignant reminder of the consequences of racial prejudice and
governmental overreach. It underscores the importance of civil rights and the dangers of sacrificing
liberties in times of crisis. The memoir invites reflection on themes of justice, forgiveness, and the
ongoing struggle for equality in America.

Cultural and Educational Impact

Influence on Literature and Media

Farewell to Manzanar has become a seminal work in Asian American literature and American history
education. It has been included in school curricula across the United States, offering students
firsthand insight into the internment experience. The memoir also inspired adaptations in film and
theater, extending its reach and reinforcing its message.

Role in Public Awareness and Redress

The memoir contributed significantly to raising awareness about the injustices faced by Japanese
Americans during World War II. It played a role in the broader movement that led to the Civil Liberties
Act of 1988, in which the U.S. government formally apologized and provided reparations to surviving
internees. Farewell to Manzanar remains an educational tool to prevent similar violations of civil rights
in the future.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Continued Importance in Social Justice Discussions

The legacy of Farewell to Manzanar endures as a critical reference point in discussions about racial
profiling, immigration, and governmental authority. Its message resonates amid contemporary
debates on civil liberties and national security, reminding society of the repercussions of fear-driven
policies.

Preservation of Memory and Historical Sites

Manzanar itself has been designated a National Historic Site, preserved to educate the public about
the internment experience. The memoir enhances the cultural memory associated with Manzanar,
ensuring that the stories of internees remain part of the national consciousness. Educational
programs and exhibits continue to draw on Farewell to Manzanar to foster understanding and
empathy.



Key Takeaways from Farewell to Manzanar

e Humanizes the experience of Japanese American internment through personal narrative.

Highlights the impact of racial prejudice on civil liberties.

Encourages reflection on identity, resilience, and family under duress.

e Serves as a historical document that informs education and public policy.

Functions as a cautionary tale against repeating past injustices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?

'Farewell to Manzanar' explores themes of identity, resilience, and the impact of Japanese American
internment during World War II.

Who are the authors of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?

'Farewell to Manzanar' was co-authored by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston.

What historical event does 'Farewell to Manzanar' depict?

The book depicts the internment of Japanese Americans during World War Il, focusing on life in the
Manzanar relocation camp.

How does Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston portray her family’s
experience in the internment camp?

Jeanne portrays her family’s struggle to maintain dignity, identity, and unity amid the harsh realities
and injustice of the internment camp.

Why is 'Farewell to Manzanar' considered an important work
in American literature?

It is important because it provides a personal and historical account of Japanese American internment,
highlighting civil rights issues and fostering understanding.

What impact did the internment have on Jeanne Wakatsuki's



identity in 'Farewell to Manzanar'?

The internment challenged Jeanne’s sense of identity, leading her to confront cultural conflicts and
the struggle to reconcile her Japanese heritage with American society.

In what ways does 'Farewell to Manzanar' address the theme
of resilience?

The memoir shows resilience through the family’s ability to adapt, survive, and rebuild their lives after
the injustices they endured in the camp.

How has 'Farewell to Manzanar' been used in educational
settings?

'Farewell to Manzanar' is frequently used in schools to teach about World War Il, civil liberties, racism,
and the history of Japanese American internment.

Additional Resources

1. When the Emperor Was Divine

This novel by Julie Otsuka tells the story of a Japanese American family’s experience during World War
Il, focusing on their forced relocation to an internment camp. The narrative is poignant and evocative,
capturing the emotional impact and loss endured by Japanese Americans. Through sparse and lyrical
prose, Otsuka explores themes of identity, memory, and resilience.

2. Snow Falling on Cedars

Written by David Guterson, this novel combines a courtroom drama with a richly detailed portrayal of
Japanese American life in the Pacific Northwest after World War Il. It addresses the lingering prejudice
and injustice faced by Japanese Americans returning from internment camps. The story also weaves
in themes of love, loss, and the search for truth.

3. In the Heart of the Valley of Love

By Emiko Jean, this memoir explores the author’s Japanese American heritage and the legacy of
internment camps. Jean reflects on her family’s history, cultural identity, and the impact of past
injustices on present generations. The book provides a personal and intimate look at the long-term
effects of displacement and discrimination.

4. Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet

Jamie Ford’s novel is set during World War Il and tells the story of a Chinese American boy and a
Japanese American girl whose friendship is tested by the internment of Japanese Americans. The book
explores themes of friendship, love, and cultural conflict against the backdrop of a painful chapter in
American history. It highlights the human side of wartime prejudice.

5. Farewell to Manzanar: Rising Above the Shadow of Internment

This companion book to Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s original memoir offers additional historical
context and photographs related to the Manzanar internment camp. It expands on the personal
narrative with broader insights into the Japanese American internment experience. Readers gain a
deeper understanding of the cultural and historical significance of Manzanar.



6. Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese-American Family

By Yoshiko Uchida, this memoir recounts the author’s family’s forced removal from their home and
incarceration during World War Il. Uchida offers a detailed and heartfelt account of life in the camps,
emphasizing the resilience and dignity of Japanese Americans. The book is an important firsthand
perspective on this dark period in American history.

7. Behind the Front Lines: Japanese American Recollections of World War I

Edited by James C. McNaughton, this collection features firsthand accounts from Japanese Americans
who experienced internment and served in the U.S. military during the war. The oral histories provide
diverse perspectives on loyalty, identity, and the struggle for civil rights. This book complements the
themes explored in Farewell to Manzanar by highlighting personal voices.

8. Citizen 13660

Written and illustrated by Miné Okubo, this graphic memoir chronicles the author’s experiences in
Japanese American internment camps. The combination of text and drawings offers a unique and
accessible portrayal of daily life behind barbed wire. Okubo’s work is both a historical document and a
powerful artistic expression of resilience.

9. American Betrayal: The Secret Assault on Our Nation’s Character
By Diana West, this book delves into the broader political and social ramifications of Japanese
American internment during World War Il. West argues that the internment was part of a larger

pattern of betrayal against American ideals and citizens. The book provides a critical examination of
historical narratives surrounding the internment camps.
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