
farewell to manzanar study guide
farewell to manzanar study guide offers an in-depth exploration of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s
compelling memoir that recounts her family’s experiences during World War II in the Manzanar
internment camp. This study guide is designed to provide educators, students, and readers with
comprehensive insights into the book’s themes, historical context, characters, and narrative
structure. It also highlights critical analysis points and discussion prompts to enhance understanding
and engagement. By examining the social, political, and emotional impacts of Japanese American
internment, the guide facilitates a deeper appreciation of the memoir’s significance in American
literature and history. Key elements such as character development, symbolism, and historical
background are thoroughly covered. This article will present a structured overview including
summaries, thematic explorations, and useful study questions, all aimed at enriching the reading
experience of Farewell to Manzanar.
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Overview and Historical Context
The farewell to manzanar study guide begins with an essential overview of the memoir’s
background and the historical events that shaped its narrative. The book recounts the true story of
the Wakatsuki family, who were forcibly relocated from their home in California to the Manzanar
War Relocation Center during World War II. This internment was a result of Executive Order 9066,
which authorized the detention of Japanese Americans due to fears of espionage following the attack
on Pearl Harbor. Understanding this historical context is crucial to grasping the book’s emotional
and political themes.

Historical Significance of Manzanar
Manzanar was one of ten internment camps established by the U.S. government, located in
California’s Owens Valley. It housed over 10,000 Japanese Americans at its peak. The camp’s harsh
living conditions, loss of civil liberties, and the psychological toll on internees are vividly depicted in
Houston’s memoir. The study guide emphasizes the importance of recognizing Manzanar as a
symbol of injustice and resilience.



Impact of Executive Order 9066
Executive Order 9066, signed in 1942 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, led to the mass
incarceration of Japanese Americans. This order is a focal point in the study guide as it illustrates
the legal and societal challenges faced by the internees. The guide explains how this policy reflects
wartime hysteria and racial prejudice, providing a foundation for critical discussions on civil rights.

Main Characters and Character Analysis
The farewell to manzanar study guide provides detailed profiles and analyses of the key
characters in the memoir, focusing on their development and roles within the story. Understanding
these characters is vital to appreciating the personal and cultural struggles portrayed.

Jeanne Wakatsuki
Jeanne, the narrator and protagonist, offers an intimate perspective on life in Manzanar. The guide
explores her journey from childhood innocence through the trauma of internment to eventual
reconciliation with her identity. Jeanne’s evolving relationship with her family and her cultural
heritage is a central focus.

Papa (Ko Wakatsuki)
Ko Wakatsuki, Jeanne’s father, is a complex figure whose dignity and pride are deeply affected by
the internment experience. The study guide analyzes his struggles with loss of status, emotional
turmoil, and the impact of incarceration on his family dynamics.

Other Family Members
The guide also highlights significant roles played by Mama, Jeanne’s mother, and her siblings,
illustrating how each family member copes differently with adversity. These character studies aid in
understanding the broader social context within the camp.

Themes and Motifs
The farewell to manzanar study guide thoroughly examines the major themes and recurring
motifs throughout the memoir. These thematic elements deepen the reader’s comprehension of the
narrative’s message and historical significance.

Identity and Self-Discovery
One of the memoir’s core themes is Jeanne’s quest for identity amid cultural conflict and
displacement. The guide discusses how the internment challenges her sense of self and belonging,
reflecting broader questions of ethnic identity in America.



Family and Loyalty
Family bonds and loyalty are depicted as both sources of strength and tension. The guide explores
how the Wakatsuki family’s relationships evolve under the pressures of internment, emphasizing
themes of resilience and sacrifice.

Injustice and Resilience
The study guide highlights the theme of injustice, focusing on the violation of civil liberties
experienced by Japanese Americans. It also underscores the resilience and endurance demonstrated
by the internees despite harsh conditions.

Motifs: Water, Walls, and Silence
Recurring motifs such as water symbolize cleansing and renewal, walls represent confinement, and
silence reflects suppression and trauma. The guide explains how these motifs contribute to the
memoir’s emotional depth.

Summary and Chapter Breakdown
The farewell to manzanar study guide includes a comprehensive summary and chapter-by-
chapter breakdown to help readers navigate the memoir’s structure and content. This section
provides concise yet detailed synopses to support study and review.

Early Life and Evacuation
The guide outlines Jeanne’s life before internment, highlighting family dynamics and cultural
background. It then details the evacuation process and initial arrival at Manzanar, setting the stage
for subsequent events.

Life Inside the Camp
The memoir’s middle chapters focus on daily life in Manzanar, including camp routines, education,
social interactions, and struggles. The guide summarizes key incidents that reveal the emotional and
psychological impact of incarceration.

Post-Internment Challenges
Later chapters describe the family’s release from Manzanar and the difficulties encountered during
reintegration into society. The guide emphasizes the lasting effects of internment on the Wakatsukis’
identity and community relations.



Discussion Questions and Essay Topics
The farewell to manzanar study guide offers a variety of discussion questions and essay prompts
designed to provoke critical thinking and classroom engagement. These questions encourage
analysis of the memoir’s themes, characters, and historical context.

Sample Discussion Questions

How does Jeanne’s identity evolve throughout the memoir?

In what ways does the internment experience affect family relationships?

What role does cultural heritage play in the Wakatsuki family’s resilience?

How does the memoir address the theme of injustice and civil rights?

What is the significance of the title Farewell to Manzanar?

Essay Prompts

Analyze the impact of Executive Order 9066 on the Japanese American community as depicted
in the memoir.

Discuss the use of symbolism in Farewell to Manzanar and its effect on the narrative.

Examine the role of memory and storytelling in preserving the history of Japanese American
internment.

Evaluate the memoir as a historical document and its contribution to understanding World
War II-era America.

Literary Devices and Writing Style
The farewell to manzanar study guide also explores Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s literary
techniques and narrative style. This analysis provides insight into how the memoir’s storytelling
enhances its emotional and historical impact.

Narrative Perspective
The memoir is told from Jeanne’s first-person perspective, blending personal memories with factual
history. The guide explains how this approach creates intimacy and authenticity, allowing readers to



connect deeply with the experiences described.

Use of Imagery and Symbolism
Houston employs vivid imagery and symbolic elements to convey the atmosphere of Manzanar and
the internal states of characters. The study guide details examples such as the barracks, desert
landscape, and water motifs to illustrate these techniques.

Tone and Mood
The tone of the memoir shifts from innocence and hope to despair and resilience, reflecting the
emotional journey of the Wakatsuki family. The guide discusses how the mood is carefully crafted to
engage readers and evoke empathy.

Structure and Pacing
The book’s structure, divided into chronological chapters, allows for a clear progression of events
and character development. The guide highlights how pacing balances narrative detail with broader
historical context, maintaining reader interest throughout.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?
The main theme of 'Farewell to Manzanar' is the impact of internment on Japanese American
identity and the struggle for resilience and acceptance during and after World War II.

Who is the author of 'Farewell to Manzanar' and what is its
significance?
'Farewell to Manzanar' was co-authored by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston. It is
significant as a firsthand account that sheds light on the Japanese American internment experience
during World War II.

What historical event does 'Farewell to Manzanar' focus on?
'Farewell to Manzanar' focuses on the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II,
particularly their experiences at the Manzanar War Relocation Center.

How does Jeanne Wakatsuki's family cope with internment in
'Farewell to Manzanar'?
Jeanne Wakatsuki's family copes with internment through resilience, adaptation, and maintaining



family bonds, though they also face internal conflicts and struggles with identity and dignity.

What role does the Manzanar camp setting play in the
narrative?
The Manzanar camp setting is central to the narrative as it represents both the physical and
emotional confinement faced by Japanese Americans and serves as a backdrop for exploring themes
of loss, injustice, and survival.

How does 'Farewell to Manzanar' address the theme of
identity?
The book explores identity by showing how internment challenges Jeanne's sense of self, her cultural
heritage, and her acceptance in American society, ultimately depicting a journey toward self-
understanding and reconciliation.

What is the significance of Jeanne Wakatsuki’s father’s
character in the story?
Jeanne’s father symbolizes both strength and vulnerability. His struggles with pride, cultural
expectations, and the hardships of internment highlight the complex emotional impact on Japanese
American families.

How can 'Farewell to Manzanar' be used in educational
settings?
'Farewell to Manzanar' is used in educational settings to teach about the injustice of internment,
civil rights, resilience, and the importance of understanding historical events from personal
perspectives.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Farewell to
Manzanar'?
The book uses memoir storytelling, vivid imagery, symbolism (such as the barracks and the camp
fence), and flashbacks to convey emotional depth and historical context.

Why is 'Farewell to Manzanar' still relevant today?
'Farewell to Manzanar' remains relevant as it offers lessons on the consequences of prejudice, the
importance of civil liberties, and the resilience of marginalized communities, resonating with
ongoing discussions about social justice.

Additional Resources
1. Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston
This memoir recounts Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s experiences as a Japanese American girl interned



at the Manzanar camp during World War II. It explores themes of identity, resilience, and the impact
of incarceration on families. The book offers a personal and historical perspective on the Japanese
American internment.

2. When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka
A novel that tells the story of a Japanese American family sent to an internment camp during World
War II. The narrative is poignant and lyrical, focusing on the emotional and psychological effects of
the forced relocation. It provides a powerful complement to the historical account in Farewell to
Manzanar.

3. Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai
This novel-in-verse follows a young Vietnamese girl and her family as they flee war and resettle in
the United States. While not about Japanese American internment, it shares themes of displacement,
cultural identity, and adapting to a new life, resonating with readers of Farewell to Manzanar.

4. Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
A legal drama set in the Pacific Northwest, dealing with the aftermath of Japanese American
internment during World War II. The novel explores issues of racial prejudice, memory, and justice
through a courtroom trial. It provides historical context and emotional depth related to the
internment experience.

5. Obasan by Joy Kogawa
This novel centers on a Japanese Canadian girl’s memories of her family’s internment during World
War II. It delves into themes of silence, trauma, and cultural identity, offering a cross-border
perspective on wartime incarceration. Obasan is a moving narrative about the long-lasting effects of
internment.

6. Japanese American Internment Camps by Jeff Gottesfeld
A nonfiction book aimed at young readers that explains the history and conditions of the internment
camps during World War II. It provides factual background that complements the personal stories
found in Farewell to Manzanar. This book is useful for students seeking a broader understanding of
the topic.

7. And Then There Was Light by Pegi Deitz Shea
This historical novel tells the story of a young Japanese American girl and her family’s life before,
during, and after internment. It highlights the strength of family bonds and the challenges faced by
internees. The book offers a narrative that helps readers connect emotionally to the historical
events.

8. Years of Infamy: The Untold Story of America’s Concentration Camps by Michi Weglyn
A detailed and well-researched account of the Japanese American internment camps, written by a
former internee. Weglyn exposes injustices and government failings, providing a critical perspective
that deepens understanding of this dark chapter in American history. This book is an essential
companion to the personal narrative in Farewell to Manzanar.

9. Children of the Camps: The Japanese American Internment Letters of Yoshiko Uchida edited by
Florence Takemoto
A collection of letters written by Yoshiko Uchida during her time in internment camps, offering a
firsthand glimpse into daily life and the emotional toll of incarceration. The letters complement the
themes found in Farewell to Manzanar and provide a personal voice to the historical record. This
book is valuable for readers interested in primary source materials.
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