fallen angels walter dean myers

fallen angels walter dean myers is a critically acclaimed young adult novel
that explores the harrowing experiences of soldiers during the Vietnam War.
Written by Walter Dean Myers, a prolific author known for his impactful
storytelling and authentic portrayal of African American youth, this book
delves into the emotional and physical challenges faced by young soldiers in
combat. Fallen Angels stands out for its raw and realistic depiction of war,
making it a significant work in both historical and literary contexts. This
article will provide a detailed overview of the novel, its themes,
characters, and the impact it has had on readers and educators alike.
Additionally, the discussion will cover Walter Dean Myers' background and
writing style, which contribute to the novel’s enduring relevance in young
adult literature.
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Overview of Fallen Angels

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers is a novel that presents a vivid narrative
of the Vietnam War through the eyes of a young African American soldier. The
book was first published in 1988 and quickly gained recognition for its
unfiltered portrayal of wartime realities. It addresses complex issues such
as racial tensions, fear, courage, and the moral ambiguities of combat. This
novel is notable for challenging the glorified image of war often seen in
media, opting instead for a more authentic and personal perspective.

Genre and Audience

Fallen Angels is categorized as young adult historical fiction. Its primary
audience is teenagers and young adults, particularly those interested in
history, military experiences, and social issues. Myers’ straightforward and
engaging prose helps readers connect with the characters and their struggles,
making the story accessible yet profound.



Historical Context

The novel is set during the Vietnam War, a conflict that lasted from the late
1950s to 1975 and deeply affected American society. Myers captures the
atmosphere of the 1960s, including the political unrest and the controversial
nature of the war. This historical backdrop is essential to understanding the
characters’ motivations and the narrative’s tension.

Plot Summary and Setting

Fallen Angels follows the journey of Perry, a nineteen-year-old soldier from
Harlem, New York, who is drafted into the U.S. Army and sent to Vietnam. The
story chronicles Perry’s experiences as he confronts the realities of war,
including combat, loss, and camaraderie. The setting shifts between the
jungles of Vietnam and moments of reflection on Perry’s life back home,
emphasizing the contrast between the battlefield and civilian life.

Key Plot Events

e Perry’s induction and training as a soldier.

e Deployment to Vietnam and initial encounters with the enemy.

e Interactions and bonds formed with fellow soldiers.

e Engagement in various battles and the psychological toll of combat.
e Moments of introspection and the struggle to maintain humanity.

e The impact of death and loss on Perry and his unit.

Setting Details

The novel’s primary setting is the dense, often hostile environment of the
Vietnamese jungle, which serves as both a physical and symbolic element in
the story. The setting contributes to the tension and danger experienced by
the characters, highlighting the unpredictability and harsh conditions of
guerrilla warfare.

Main Characters

The characters in Fallen Angels are crafted to represent a diverse cross-—
section of young soldiers, each bringing their own backgrounds and
perspectives to the narrative. This diversity enriches the story and
emphasizes the universal effects of war.



Perry

The protagonist, Perry, is a thoughtful and observant young man who narrates
the story. His journey from innocence to experience is central to the novel’s
emotional impact.

Other Soldiers

The novel features several key supporting characters, including:

e Johnson - a former high school athlete who struggles with the realities
of war.

e Monroe - a tough and experienced soldier who mentors Perry.

e Gomez - a soldier who faces racial prejudice but remains loyal to his
comrades.

e Brunner - an officer whose leadership style contrasts with the enlisted
men.

Themes and Literary Significance

Fallen Angels explores several profound themes related to war, identity, and
morality. Walter Dean Myers uses these themes to challenge readers’
perceptions and provoke critical thinking about conflict and its
consequences.

War and Its Realities

The novel dismantles romanticized notions of war by portraying its brutality
and chaos. It addresses the physical dangers, psychological trauma, and
ethical dilemmas faced by soldiers.

Race and Social Issues

Issues of race and inequality are interwoven throughout the story, reflecting
the social climate of the 1960s and the experiences of African American
soldiers. The novel highlights both external racism and internal group
dynamics.



Friendship and Brotherhood

The bonds formed between soldiers are depicted as a vital source of strength
and survival. Fallen Angels emphasizes the importance of camaraderie in the
face of adversity.

Coming of Age

Perry'’s transformation from a naive teenager to a battle-hardened soldier
represents a classic coming-of-age narrative, intensified by the context of
war.

Walter Dean Myers: Author Background

Walter Dean Myers was an influential African American author known for his
contributions to young adult literature. Born in 1937, Myers wrote over 100
books, many of which address themes of race, identity, and social justice.
His authentic voice and dedication to representing marginalized perspectives
have made him a respected figure in literary circles.

Writing Style and Approach

Myers’ writing is characterized by its clarity, emotional depth, and realism.
He often incorporates elements of poetry and journal entries, as seen in
Fallen Angels, to create an intimate narrative style that resonates with
young readers.

Other Notable Works

e Monster

e Scorpions

Somewhere in the Darkness

The Glory Field

Reception and Impact

Since its publication, Fallen Angels has received critical acclaim and
numerous awards for its honest depiction of war. It remains a staple in
school curricula and libraries, valued for its educational and literary
merits.



Awards and Recognition

The novel won the Coretta Scott King Award and has been praised for its
contribution to African American literature and young adult fiction. Its
impact has extended to discussions on war literature and youth engagement
with historical events.

Influence on Readers

Fallen Angels has influenced generations of readers by providing insight into
the complexities of the Vietnam War and the human cost of combat. It
encourages empathy and a deeper understanding of history.

Educational Use and Controversies

Fallen Angels is frequently used in educational settings to teach about the
Vietnam War, ethics, and social issues. However, it has also faced challenges
and bans due to its graphic content and candid language.

Use in Schools

Teachers utilize the novel to prompt discussions on war, morality, and racial
discrimination. Its realistic portrayal helps students engage critically with
historical and social topics.

Controversies

Some schools and parents have objected to the book’s depictions of violence,
profanity, and drug use. These controversies highlight ongoing debates about
censorship and age-appropriate materials in education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Fallen Angels' by Walter
Dean Myers?

The main theme of 'Fallen Angels' is the brutal reality of war and its impact
on young soldiers, exploring themes of fear, courage, friendship, and the
loss of innocence during the Vietnam War.

Who is the protagonist in 'Fallen Angels' and what is



his role?

The protagonist is Richie Perry, a young African American soldier from Harlem
who enlists in the Army and experiences the harsh realities of combat in
Vietnam.

How does Walter Dean Myers portray the Vietnam War in
'Fallen Angels'?

Walter Dean Myers portrays the Vietnam War as chaotic, violent, and morally
complex, highlighting the psychological and physical struggles faced by
soldiers rather than glorifying combat.

What are some challenges Richie Perry faces in
'Fallen Angels'?

Richie faces challenges such as intense combat, racial discrimination, fear,
the loss of friends, and the moral ambiguity of war.

Why is 'Fallen Angels' considered an important book
in young adult literature?
It is considered important because it provides a realistic and unflinching

perspective on war, addressing difficult topics like death, racism, and
trauma, which resonate with young readers and provoke critical thinking.

How does friendship play a role in 'Fallen Angels'?

Friendship is a crucial element in the novel, as Richie and his fellow
soldiers rely on each other for support, survival, and emotional strength
amidst the horrors of war.

What narrative style does Walter Dean Myers use in
'Fallen Angels'?

The novel is written in first-person narrative from Richie Perry's
perspective, which provides an intimate and personal account of his
experiences in Vietnam.

Has 'Fallen Angels' faced any controversy or
challenges?

Yes, 'Fallen Angels' has been frequently challenged and banned in some
schools and libraries due to its graphic depiction of war, strong language,
and themes considered mature for young readers.

Additional Resources

1. Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers

This powerful novel follows Richie Perry, a young African American who
enlists in the army during the Vietnam War. Through Richie's eyes, readers
experience the brutal realities of combat, the bonds between soldiers, and



the moral complexities of war. Myers delivers a gripping and honest portrayal
of the Vietnam War and its impact on young men.

2. Monster by Walter Dean Myers

In this compelling courtroom drama, Steve Harmon, a sixteen-year-old on trial
for murder, records his experiences in a diary format. The novel explores
themes of identity, justice, and perception, as Steve struggles to understand
how others see him versus how he sees himself. Myers crafts a thought-
provoking narrative about the criminal Jjustice system.

3. Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers

Set in Harlem, this novel tells the story of Jamal, a young boy who becomes
involved with a street gang called the Scorpions. Through Jamal's
perspective, readers explore the challenges of growing up in a tough urban
environment, the lure of gang life, and the quest for self-respect and
survival. Myers provides a vivid and realistic portrayal of inner-city life.

4. Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers

This novel follows Robin Perry, a young soldier deployed to Irag during
Operation Iraqi Freedom. The story offers a nuanced look at the experience of
war, the complexities of combat, and the personal growth of a soldier facing
fear and uncertainty. Myers presents a poignant and realistic depiction of
modern warfare.

5. Somewhere in the Darkness by Walter Dean Myers

This moving story centers on Jimmy, a teenager who meets his father for the
first time after his release from prison. As they travel together, Jimmy
grapples with trust, family bonds, and the possibility of redemption. Myers
explores themes of forgiveness and the challenges of rebuilding
relationships.

6. Sunshine by Walter Dean Myers

Set in a Harlem tenement, this story follows Lonnie, a young boy who must
navigate the dangers and complexities of his environment to protect his
family. The novel delves into themes of courage, community, and the struggles
of urban life. Myers' vivid storytelling captures the resilience of youth.

7. The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers

This historical novel traces the history of an African American family from
slavery through the twentieth century. Through multiple generations, Myers
explores themes of freedom, perseverance, and the enduring quest for dignity.
The book provides a sweeping look at American history through the eyes of one
family.

8. Hoops by Walter Dean Myers

Centered on a talented high school basketball player named Lonnie, this novel
explores ambition, identity, and the pressures of growing up. Lonnie dreams
of making it big but must confront obstacles both on and off the court. Myers
offers an engaging story about dreams and determination.

9. Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff by Walter Dean Myers

This coming-of-age novel follows three boys growing up in Harlem during the
1950s. Through their adventures and challenges, Myers captures the spirit of
friendship, community, and the struggles of adolescence. The book is a
heartfelt look at youth in an urban setting.
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