
everyday math grade 5 unit 2

Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 dives deep into the foundational mathematical concepts that shape a

fifth-grader's understanding of numbers and operations. This unit is crucial for building a solid

mathematical foundation, preparing students for more complex topics in later grades. We'll explore the

core themes of this unit, including place value, understanding decimals, and operations with decimals,

all within the framework of the widely used Everyday Mathematics curriculum. This comprehensive

guide aims to provide parents, educators, and students with a clear roadmap to success in Everyday

Math Grade 5 Unit 2, offering insights into key learning objectives, common challenges, and effective

strategies for mastering these essential skills. Expect to find detailed explanations and practical advice

to navigate this pivotal stage in your fifth-grader's math journey.

Understanding the Core of Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2

Delving into Place Value and Decimals in Everyday Math Grade

5 Unit 2

The Foundation: Whole Number Place Value Review

Before venturing into the world of decimals, Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 typically begins with a

robust review of whole number place value. This foundational concept is critical for understanding how

digits derive their value based on their position. Students revisit the ones, tens, hundreds, thousands,

ten thousands, hundred thousands, and millions places. They learn to read, write, and compare large

whole numbers, reinforcing the idea that each place value is ten times greater than the place value to

its right. This solidifies the understanding that a digit's value is determined by its position, a principle

that directly translates to decimal place value.



Introducing Decimal Place Value

The transition to decimals in Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 builds directly upon the whole number

place value concepts. The unit introduces the decimal point and the places that follow it: tenths,

hundredths, thousandths, and beyond. Students learn that the tenths place is one-tenth of a whole, the

hundredths place is one-hundredth of a whole, and so on. Understanding that each decimal place

value is one-tenth of the place value to its left is a key takeaway. This understanding allows students

to accurately read and write decimal numbers, such as 0.5 as "five tenths" or 0.25 as "twenty-five

hundredths." The curriculum emphasizes the visual representation of decimals using fraction models

and number lines to make these abstract concepts more concrete.

Comparing and Ordering Decimals

A significant aspect of Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 involves comparing and ordering decimals.

Students learn to compare decimals by looking at the digits in each place value, starting from the

leftmost digit. If the digits in the highest place value are the same, they move to the next place value

to the right until they find a difference. Strategies such as lining up the decimal points and adding

trailing zeros to make the number of decimal places equal are often taught to aid in comparison. This

skill is fundamental for understanding number sense and for performing operations with decimals

accurately. Examples might involve comparing prices, distances, or measurements, making the

concept relevant to real-world scenarios.

Rounding Decimals

Rounding decimals is another essential skill covered in Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2. Students learn

to round decimals to a specific place value, such as the nearest tenth, hundredth, or whole number.

The rule of looking at the digit to the right of the target place value (5 or greater rounds up, less than 5

rounds down) is consistently applied. Rounding is a practical skill used in various contexts, from

estimating calculations to reporting data. The unit will likely provide ample opportunities for practice

through word problems and real-world applications, ensuring students can effectively apply this

concept.



Mastering Operations with Decimals in Everyday Math Grade 5

Unit 2

Adding Decimals

Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 places a strong emphasis on the addition of decimals. Students are

taught to add decimals by aligning the decimal points vertically and adding digit by digit, carrying over

as needed, just as they would with whole numbers. The importance of place value alignment is

paramount to prevent errors. The curriculum often uses visual aids, such as base-ten blocks or grid

paper, to demonstrate how adding decimals works, reinforcing the conceptual understanding behind

the algorithm. This section of the unit builds confidence in performing addition with numbers that

include fractional parts.

Subtracting Decimals

Similar to addition, the subtraction of decimals in Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 requires careful

attention to place value. Students learn to subtract decimals by aligning the decimal points and

subtracting digit by digit, borrowing as necessary. If one number has fewer decimal places than the

other, they are taught to add trailing zeros to ensure proper alignment. The curriculum will likely

provide ample practice problems, including those that require regrouping, to ensure students master

this operation. Understanding the concept of borrowing across the decimal point is crucial for accuracy.

Multiplying Decimals

Multiplication of decimals is a more complex operation introduced in Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2.

Students learn to multiply decimals by treating them as whole numbers first and then placing the

decimal point in the product. The number of decimal places in the product is equal to the total number

of decimal places in the factors. For instance, if one factor has one decimal place and the other has



two, the product will have three decimal places. Visual models, such as area models, can be helpful in

understanding why this rule works. This part of the unit often involves exploring patterns and

developing strategies for accurate multiplication.

Dividing Decimals

Division of decimals is often the most challenging operation within Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2.

Students learn how to divide decimals by whole numbers and by other decimals. When dividing by a

whole number, they align the decimal point in the quotient directly above the decimal point in the

dividend. When dividing by a decimal, the first step is to make the divisor a whole number by moving

its decimal point to the right. The decimal point in the dividend must then be moved the same number

of places to the right. The unit will likely focus on understanding the algorithms for decimal division

through extensive practice and conceptual explanations.

Key Concepts and Skills in Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2

Understanding Fractions and Decimals as Equivalent Representations

A fundamental aspect of Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 is reinforcing the relationship between

fractions and decimals. Students learn that decimals are simply another way to represent parts of a

whole, just like fractions. They practice converting fractions with denominators that are powers of 10

(like 10, 100, 1000) into decimals and vice versa. For example, 3/10 is equivalent to 0.3, and 7/100 is

equivalent to 0.07. This connection helps build a deeper understanding of both number systems and

how they relate to each other. The unit will likely explore various visual models that demonstrate these

equivalencies.



Using Models and Manipulatives

Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 strongly advocates for the use of concrete and visual models to support

learning. Students will likely encounter and utilize tools such as base-ten blocks, decimal grids, fraction

bars, and number lines. These manipulatives help in visualizing abstract concepts like place value and

decimal operations, making them more accessible. For instance, base-ten blocks can be used to

represent tenths and hundredths, aiding in addition and subtraction. Decimal grids can visually

illustrate multiplication and division. The emphasis on these tools promotes conceptual understanding

over rote memorization.

Word Problems and Real-World Applications

To ensure students can apply their mathematical knowledge, Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2

incorporates numerous word problems and real-world applications. These problems often involve

scenarios related to money, measurements, distances, and everyday measurements. Students are

challenged to identify the appropriate operation needed to solve a given problem and to interpret their

answers in the context of the situation. This practical application of skills is crucial for developing

mathematical literacy and for demonstrating the relevance of these concepts in daily life. For example,

calculating the cost of multiple items or determining the average speed of a journey.

Strategies for Problem Solving

Within Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2, students are encouraged to develop and utilize a variety of

problem-solving strategies. This includes understanding the problem, devising a plan, carrying out the

plan, and reviewing the solution. They learn to look for patterns, draw diagrams, make organized lists,

and use estimation as part of their problem-solving toolkit. The unit emphasizes that there may be

multiple ways to solve a problem, fostering flexibility and critical thinking. Teachers often model these

strategies, encouraging students to explain their thinking processes.



Navigating Challenges and Supporting Learning in Everyday

Math Grade 5 Unit 2

Common Difficulties with Decimal Concepts

While Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2 is designed to be comprehensive, students often face specific

challenges. Understanding the concept of place value in decimals, especially the difference between

tenths and hundredths, can be confusing. The rules for placing the decimal point in multiplication and

division can also be a source of error if not fully understood conceptually. Students may also struggle

with regrouping in subtraction and carrying in addition when dealing with decimals. Additionally,

translating word problems into the correct mathematical operations requires careful reading and

comprehension skills.

Tips for Parents to Support Their Fifth Graders

Parents play a vital role in reinforcing the learning that takes place in Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2.

Encourage your child to explain their mathematical thinking and the strategies they use. Review

homework together, focusing on understanding the process rather than just the answer. Use everyday

opportunities to practice decimal concepts, such as calculating change at the grocery store, measuring

ingredients for cooking, or discussing distances and speeds. Creating a positive and supportive

environment where mistakes are seen as learning opportunities can significantly boost a child's

confidence. Practicing with online math games or educational apps can also be beneficial.

Resources for Further Practice and Enrichment

To further support learning in Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2, a variety of resources are available.

Many schools provide access to online platforms that offer interactive lessons, practice exercises, and

games related to the curriculum. Workbooks and supplementary materials specifically designed for



fifth-grade math can offer additional practice. Websites like Khan Academy, IXL, and Prodigy provide a

wealth of free resources for students to reinforce their understanding of place value and decimal

operations. These resources can help solidify concepts and provide enrichment opportunities for

students who grasp the material quickly.

Assessing Understanding and Progress

Throughout Everyday Math Grade 5 Unit 2, teachers utilize various methods to assess student

understanding. This includes in-class assignments, quizzes, unit tests, and observation of student

participation in discussions and activities. The Everyday Mathematics program often includes built-in

assessments and review sections. Parents can also gauge their child's progress by observing their

ability to explain concepts, solve problems independently, and apply their knowledge to new situations.

Consistent practice and open communication between home and school are key to ensuring a

student's success with these important mathematical skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Everyday Math Grade 5, Unit 2?

Everyday Math Grade 5, Unit 2 primarily focuses on operations with fractions, including addition,

subtraction, multiplication, and division, as well as problem-solving involving these operations.

What are common strategies taught for adding and subtracting

fractions with unlike denominators?

Common strategies involve finding a common denominator, often by using the least common multiple

(LCM) of the denominators, and then rewriting the fractions with the common denominator before

adding or subtracting the numerators.



How does Unit 2 explain multiplying fractions by whole numbers?

Multiplying a fraction by a whole number is often explained as repeated addition of the fraction (e.g., 3

x 1/4 is 1/4 + 1/4 + 1/4) or by rewriting the whole number as a fraction (e.g., 3/1) and then multiplying

the numerators and denominators.

What are the key concepts introduced for dividing fractions by whole

numbers?

This involves understanding how many times a fraction fits into a whole number. It's often

conceptualized as dividing the whole number by the denominator of the fraction or by using the 'invert

and multiply' rule, where you multiply the whole number by the reciprocal of the fraction.

What is a 'mixed number' and how is it used in Unit 2?

A mixed number is a number consisting of a whole number and a proper fraction. Unit 2 uses mixed

numbers in operations like addition, subtraction, and multiplication of fractions, often requiring

conversion to improper fractions first.

What are 'improper fractions' and why are they important in this unit?

Improper fractions are fractions where the numerator is greater than or equal to the denominator. They

are important because they are often used in calculations with mixed numbers and in division of

fractions, and sometimes the result of a fraction operation is an improper fraction that needs to be

converted back to a mixed number.

What are some real-world applications of fraction operations covered

in Unit 2?

Real-world applications include measuring ingredients for recipes, sharing items equally, calculating

distances and time, and solving problems related to quantities and proportions.



What role do fraction models or visual aids play in learning these

concepts?

Fraction models like fraction strips, area models, or number lines are frequently used to help students

visualize fraction operations, understand concepts like common denominators, and make sense of the

algorithms for adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to common 5th-grade math concepts often found in Unit 2 (likely

focusing on fractions, decimals, and/or operations with them), all beginning with "i":

1. iCan Master Fractions: Adding and Subtracting with Unlike Denominators

This engaging book breaks down the often-tricky process of adding and subtracting fractions with

different denominators. It provides clear, step-by-step explanations and fun practice problems to build

confidence. Readers will learn how to find common denominators and perform these essential

operations accurately.

2. iExplore Decimals: Place Value and Powers of Ten

Dive into the world of decimals with this insightful guide that emphasizes place value and the

relationship to powers of ten. The book demystifies decimal notation, showing how it extends the place

value system. It offers visual aids and real-world examples to make understanding decimals effortless.

3. iMultiply and Divide: Fractions in Action

This practical resource focuses on the multiplication and division of fractions, showcasing their

relevance in everyday situations. It uses colorful illustrations and relatable scenarios to explain how to

perform these operations. Students will learn strategies for simplifying and finding solutions to fraction-

based problems.

4. iVisualize Mixed Numbers: From Concrete to Abstract



This book takes a visual approach to understanding mixed numbers, transforming abstract concepts

into concrete representations. It uses diagrams and manipulatives to illustrate addition, subtraction,

multiplication, and division of mixed numbers. Readers will develop a strong conceptual foundation for

working with these numbers.

5. iSolve Word Problems: Decimal Dilemmas

Tackle challenging decimal word problems with this comprehensive workbook designed to build critical

thinking and problem-solving skills. It offers a variety of problem types, guiding students through the

process of identifying key information and choosing the correct operations. Each problem is

accompanied by detailed solutions and explanations.

6. iConnect Fractions and Decimals: A Seamless Transition

This book bridges the gap between fractions and decimals, highlighting their interconnectedness and

how to convert between the two. It explains the logic behind conversion methods with clear examples

and practice. Students will gain a deeper understanding of how these number systems relate to each

other.

7. iBuild Understanding: Multi-Digit Multiplication and Division

Focusing on the foundational operations, this book reinforces multi-digit multiplication and division

strategies. It provides ample practice opportunities with varied problem formats and helpful tips for

accuracy. Readers will solidify their computational fluency in these essential areas.

8. iQuantify Ratios: Understanding Proportions

While sometimes introduced later, this book can lay groundwork for proportional reasoning, often built

upon fraction understanding. It introduces the concept of ratios and how to compare quantities in a

proportional manner. The book uses engaging examples to illustrate how ratios appear in the real

world.

9. iStrategize with Operations: Mastering Order and Properties

This title addresses the crucial skill of mastering the order of operations (PEMDAS/BODMAS) and

understanding the properties of arithmetic. It explains why order matters and how properties like the



distributive property simplify calculations. The book includes puzzles and challenges that encourage

strategic thinking.
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