
ethan allen and his green mountain
boys

Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys are figures etched into the very
fabric of American history, synonymous with courage, defiance, and the fight
for liberty. This article will delve deep into their remarkable story,
exploring the origins of this formidable militia, their pivotal role in the
American Revolutionary War, and the enduring legacy they left behind. We will
uncover the leadership of Ethan Allen, his charisma, and his military
prowess, alongside the composition and unique spirit of his Green Mountain
Boys. From their early skirmishes with New York to their legendary capture of
Fort Ticonderoga and their significant contributions at the Battle of
Bennington, the narrative of Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys is a
testament to the power of determined individuals fighting for a cause greater
than themselves.
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The Genesis of the Green Mountain Boys

The story of Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys begins long before the
thunder of revolutionary cannons echoed across the colonies. The rugged,
often untamed territory that would become Vermont was a focal point of
intense territorial disputes between the provinces of New York and New
Hampshire in the mid-18th century. These disputes over land grants and
jurisdiction created a fertile ground for the formation of a distinct
identity and a need for organized self-defense among the settlers in the New
Hampshire Grants, the area later known as Vermont. The settlers, largely
independent and resourceful, found themselves caught in a legal and political
crossfire, with their land claims often threatened by competing authorities.

The New Hampshire Grants and Colonial Disputes

The New Hampshire Grants were initially surveyed and settled under charters
granted by New Hampshire. However, New York also asserted its claim to the
territory, leading to conflicting land titles and considerable uncertainty
for the residents. This situation created a palpable sense of injustice and a



growing resentment towards both provincial governments. The settlers, who had
invested their labor and lives into developing the land, were unwilling to be
displaced or have their hard-won property rights undermined. This simmering
discontent was a crucial factor in galvanizing the population and laying the
groundwork for a unified force.

The Need for a Local Militia

In the face of these ongoing disputes and the potential for external threats,
the settlers recognized the necessity of forming their own militia. This was
not merely a matter of military readiness but a declaration of their intent
to protect their homes and their rights. The remote location and the lack of
consistent support from either colonial government made self-reliance an
imperative. The Green Mountain Boys emerged from this environment, a
pragmatic response to the challenges of frontier life and political
maneuvering. They were farmers, woodsmen, and tradesmen, united by their
shared experience and their determination to defend their way of life.

Ethan Allen: The Charismatic Leader

Central to the narrative of Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys is the
towering figure of Ethan Allen himself. A man of larger-than-life
personality, Allen was more than just a military commander; he was a
charismatic leader, a skilled orator, and a staunch advocate for the rights
of the settlers in the New Hampshire Grants. His conviction, bravery, and
sometimes unconventional methods made him a natural rallying point for those
seeking to resist external control and establish their own future. Allen’s
leadership style was instrumental in shaping the identity and effectiveness
of the militia.

Allen's Early Life and Character

Born in Litchfield, Connecticut, in 1738, Ethan Allen was a product of the
colonial frontier. His early life was marked by hardship and a restless
spirit, qualities that would serve him well in his later endeavors. He was
known for his intelligence, his strong will, and his deep-seated belief in
natural rights. Allen was not afraid to challenge authority, whether it was
the land claims of New York or the dictates of the British Crown. His embrace
of Enlightenment philosophy and his often boisterous personality contributed
to his reputation as a formidable and compelling figure.

Building a Following and Fostering Loyalty

Ethan Allen possessed an innate ability to inspire loyalty and galvanize men
to action. He understood the grievances of the settlers and articulated their
desire for self-determination in a way that resonated deeply. Through his
speeches, his writings, and his direct involvement in the defense of the
Grants, Allen cultivated a powerful sense of camaraderie and shared purpose
among the men who would become his Green Mountain Boys. His willingness to



lead from the front, often in dangerous situations, earned him their respect
and unwavering devotion. This personal connection was a crucial element of
the militia's strength.

Early Conflicts and the Fight for Land

Long before the American Revolution officially began, Ethan Allen and his
Green Mountain Boys were actively engaged in a struggle for their land and
their autonomy. The territorial disputes with New York escalated into a
series of skirmishes and confrontations, often referred to as the "Green
Mountain Boys War." These early battles, though localized, were crucial in
forging the militia's identity and honing their military skills. They
established a precedent of resistance against perceived injustice and
demonstrated the resolve of the settlers.

The Ejectment Controversies

The core of the conflict stemmed from New York's attempts to assert its
authority by granting patents for land that had already been settled and
claimed by New Hampshire grantees. When New York authorities sought to eject
these settlers and grant the land to new claimants, the response from the
settlers, organized and led by Allen, was swift and resolute. The Green
Mountain Boys acted as a de facto law enforcement agency, often forcibly
preventing the eviction of settlers and retaliating against those who sought
to dispossess them. This period was characterized by defiance and a
commitment to protecting their property.

Allen's "Levying War"

Ethan Allen and his followers were considered outlaws by the New York
authorities, who issued arrest warrants for their actions. However, within
the New Hampshire Grants, they were viewed as protectors of the peace. Allen
and his men engaged in actions that New York deemed as "levying war," which
included intimidating or driving off individuals attempting to survey or
settle land under New York's authority. These confrontations, while often
lacking the formality of traditional warfare, were significant in
establishing the Green Mountain Boys as a force to be reckoned with and in
solidifying the settlers' determination to maintain their independence.

The Legendary Capture of Fort Ticonderoga

Perhaps the most iconic achievement associated with Ethan Allen and his Green
Mountain Boys is the audacious capture of Fort Ticonderoga. In the early days
of the American Revolutionary War, this strategically vital British fort,
situated on the shores of Lake Champlain, held a significant cache of
artillery and supplies. The surprise attack, executed in May 1775, was a
stunning success that provided the nascent Continental Army with much-needed
armaments and boosted colonial morale immeasurably.



Planning the Surprise Attack

Ethan Allen, along with Benedict Arnold (who also had claims to lead the
expedition), conceived of the plan to seize Fort Ticonderoga. Recognizing the
fort's vulnerability due to a depleted garrison and the element of surprise,
they rallied approximately 83 Green Mountain Boys and a contingent of
Massachusetts militia. The journey to Ticonderoga was undertaken with great
secrecy and speed, emphasizing the element of surprise that would be crucial
to their success. The preparations involved gathering boats and coordinating
movements to approach the fort undetected.

The Dawn Assault

On the morning of May 10, 1775, Ethan Allen, accompanied by Benedict Arnold
and their men, advanced on Fort Ticonderoga. The attack was swift and nearly
bloodless. The British garrison, caught completely off guard, offered little
resistance. Legend has it that Allen, upon entering the fort, demanded the
surrender of the British commander, Captain William Delaplace, with the
famous question, "In whose name?" Delaplace, unsure of what to say,
reportedly replied, "In the name of the Great Jehovah and the Continental
Congress!" This dramatic moment underscored the dual nature of the colonial
cause – a blend of revolutionary fervor and a reliance on divine providence.

Strategic Importance of the Capture

The capture of Fort Ticonderoga was a strategic masterstroke. The fort
commanded a crucial waterway, and its seizure prevented the British from
using it as a base for operations in the north. More importantly, the cannons
and mortars taken from Ticonderoga were famously transported by Henry Knox to
the siege of Boston, where they played a pivotal role in forcing the British
evacuation of the city. The capture was a significant early victory for the
American cause, demonstrating the capabilities of colonial forces and the
potential for successful defiance against the might of the British Empire.

The Green Mountain Boys in the Revolutionary
War

While the capture of Fort Ticonderoga remains their most famous exploit,
Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys continued to play a vital role
throughout the American Revolutionary War. Their commitment to the cause of
independence and their rugged fighting style made them valuable assets to the
Continental Army, particularly in the northern theater of operations. Their
actions contributed significantly to the defense of the nascent nation.

Allen's Capture and Imprisonment

Shortly after the capture of Ticonderoga, Ethan Allen and a small group of



his men attempted to attack Montreal. This endeavor, undertaken without the
full support of the Continental Congress, ended in disaster. Allen was
captured by the British in September 1775 and subjected to harsh treatment
and imprisonment for nearly three years. Despite his capture, his spirit
remained unbroken, and his reputation as a symbol of American defiance grew
even during his captivity. His absence was a blow to the Green Mountain Boys,
but their resolve did not falter.

Continued Service and the Battle of Bennington

Even without Allen at their immediate command, the Green Mountain Boys
continued their service. They played a crucial role in the defense of the
northern frontier, particularly in the region that would eventually become
Vermont. Their most significant contribution came at the Battle of Bennington
in August 1777. This pivotal battle saw the Green Mountain Boys, under the
command of Colonel John Stark, along with other Patriot forces, decisively
defeat a Hessian contingent sent by British General John Burgoyne to forage
for supplies. The victory at Bennington was a major turning point in the
Saratoga campaign, contributing significantly to the eventual American
triumph.

The Battle of Bennington: A Defining Victory

The Battle of Bennington stands as a testament to the enduring spirit and
fighting prowess of the Green Mountain Boys, even in Ethan Allen's absence.
This engagement was critical to the success of the American Revolution in the
northern theater and cemented the reputation of the Green Mountain Boys as
formidable fighters. The battle's outcome had far-reaching implications for
the war effort.

The Context of Burgoyne's Campaign

In 1777, British General John Burgoyne launched a major offensive from Canada
with the goal of isolating New England from the other colonies. His army,
which included Hessian mercenaries, advanced southward, capturing Fort
Ticonderoga once again. Burgoyne's supply lines were stretched thin, and he
dispatched a force under Lieutenant Colonel Friedrich Baum to raid
Bennington, Vermont, for much-needed horses, provisions, and supplies. This
raid posed a significant threat to the American position.

Stark and the Green Mountain Boys

Colonel John Stark, a seasoned veteran who had previously served with
distinction, took command of the New Hampshire militia. He was joined by
units of the Green Mountain Boys, who were intimately familiar with the
terrain and the capabilities of the British and Hessian forces. Stark's
strategic acumen and the bravery of his men, including the Green Mountain
Boys, were crucial in confronting Baum's detachment. The combined American
forces were able to outmaneuver and surround the British and Hessian troops.



The Outcome and its Significance

The Battle of Bennington, fought on August 16, 1777, was a resounding
American victory. The Patriot forces inflicted heavy casualties on Burgoyne's
army and captured a significant number of prisoners. The defeat at Bennington
severely weakened Burgoyne's campaign, disrupting his supply lines and
demoralizing his troops. It is widely considered a critical factor in the
American victory at the Battle of Saratoga, which, in turn, led to France's
recognition of American independence and its crucial alliance with the United
States. The Green Mountain Boys, through their unwavering commitment and
martial skill, played an indispensable role in this pivotal moment.

The Legacy of Ethan Allen and his Green
Mountain Boys

The impact of Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys extends far beyond
their military achievements. They represent a spirit of self-reliance,
defiance, and the pursuit of liberty that became a hallmark of the American
character. Their story continues to inspire, serving as a reminder of the
power of determined individuals united in a common cause. The legacy they
left behind is multifaceted and deeply embedded in the history and identity
of Vermont and the United States.

The Foundation of Vermont

The persistent efforts of Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys, coupled
with their distinct identity forged in the crucible of territorial disputes
and revolutionary conflict, played a significant role in the eventual
establishment of Vermont as an independent state. Although Vermont declared
its independence from Britain and New York during the Revolution, it did not
immediately join the United States as a state. However, the actions and the
spirit of the Green Mountain Boys laid the groundwork for the eventual
recognition of Vermont's sovereignty and its eventual admission into the
Union.

A Symbol of American Patriotism

Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys became enduring symbols of American
patriotism and resistance to tyranny. Their audacious capture of Fort
Ticonderoga and their crucial role in key battles demonstrated that ordinary
citizens, when united and motivated, could challenge and overcome powerful
established forces. Their story embodies the spirit of rugged individualism
and the unwavering commitment to freedom that characterized the American
Revolution. Their bravery and resourcefulness in the face of adversity
continue to resonate as a powerful example of civic virtue and martial
courage.



Enduring Influence and Cultural Impact

The narrative of Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys has been preserved
through numerous historical accounts, literature, and popular culture. Their
exploits have been romanticized and celebrated, cementing their place in the
American historical consciousness. The name "Green Mountain Boys" itself
evokes images of hardy, courageous individuals fighting for their beliefs.
This enduring influence speaks to the power of their story and its continued
relevance in understanding the early struggles and triumphs of the United
States. The spirit of defiance and self-determination that they embodied
remains a vital part of the American narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Ethan Allen's primary role in the American
Revolutionary War?

Ethan Allen was a Colonel and the leader of the Green Mountain Boys, a
militia group from the Vermont territory. He is most famous for leading the
surprise capture of Fort Ticonderoga in 1775, a crucial early victory for the
Continental Army.

Who were the Green Mountain Boys and what was their
significance?

The Green Mountain Boys were a militia organization primarily from the New
Hampshire Grants (modern-day Vermont). They were known for their ruggedness,
frontier fighting skills, and their fight for the independence of the Vermont
territory from both New York and British control, and later played a vital
role in the Revolutionary War.

What was the 'New Hampshire Grants' dispute, and how
did Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys get
involved?

The 'New Hampshire Grants' dispute was a conflict over land ownership and
jurisdiction between New York and New Hampshire. Ethan Allen and the Green
Mountain Boys largely sided with New Hampshire, believing their land claims
were more legitimate and resisting New York's authority, often through
intimidation and skirmishes.

Beyond Fort Ticonderoga, what other significant
military contributions did Ethan Allen and the Green
Mountain Boys make?

While the capture of Fort Ticonderoga is their most celebrated feat, the
Green Mountain Boys also played a significant role in the Battle of
Bennington in 1777, a decisive victory that bolstered American morale and
contributed to the eventual American success in the Saratoga campaign.



What was Ethan Allen's fate after the capture of Fort
Ticonderoga?

After leading the capture of Fort Ticonderoga, Ethan Allen was captured by
the British during an attempted invasion of Canada. He remained a prisoner of
war for several years, enduring harsh treatment and exchanges before
eventually being released in 1778.

How did Ethan Allen's views on governance evolve
during the Revolutionary War?

Initially focused on securing Vermont's independence, Ethan Allen also
developed radical ideas about government, advocating for religious tolerance
and even questioning the necessity of a strong central government at times,
reflecting a complex and evolving political philosophy.

What is the legacy of Ethan Allen and the Green
Mountain Boys in Vermont history?

Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys are foundational figures in Vermont's
history. They are remembered for their fight for self-governance, their
military prowess, and their role in establishing Vermont as a distinct
entity, earning them a place of honor as Vermont's state heroes.

Were the Green Mountain Boys a formal military unit
from the start, or did they organize independently?

The Green Mountain Boys were not initially a formal, state-sanctioned
military unit. They emerged as a de facto militia to defend their land
interests in the New Hampshire Grants against New York's claims and evolved
into a powerful fighting force that was later incorporated, to some extent,
into the Continental Army's efforts.

What was Ethan Allen's personal philosophy or
ideology, and how did it influence his actions?

Ethan Allen was a complex figure with a Deist belief system, meaning he
believed in a creator God but rejected organized religion and divine
revelation. This influenced his advocacy for reason, individual liberty, and
his often unconventional approach to authority and tradition.

How did the capture of Fort Ticonderoga by Ethan
Allen and the Green Mountain Boys impact the overall
course of the Revolutionary War?

The capture of Fort Ticonderoga was a significant propaganda victory and
provided the Continental Army with much-needed cannons and artillery that
were later used in the Siege of Boston, playing a crucial role in forcing the
British evacuation of that city.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys,
each starting with :

1. The Iron Will of Ethan Allen
This biography delves into the life of Ethan Allen, focusing on his early
years, his formation of the Green Mountain Boys, and his unwavering resolve
in the face of significant adversity. It explores his leadership qualities,
his strategic brilliance during the Revolutionary War, and his enduring
legacy as a foundational figure in American history. The book examines his
complex personality and his influential role in the struggle for Vermont's
independence.

2. In the Shadow of Mount Mansfield
This historical fiction novel transports readers to the rugged landscape of
18th-century Vermont, following the exploits of a young Green Mountain Boy.
It vividly portrays the daily lives, challenges, and camaraderie of these
early settlers and their fierce defense of their land claims against New
York. The narrative highlights the courage and resilience required to carve
out a life in a frontier territory.

3. Whispers of the Champlain Shore
This collection of essays offers a multifaceted look at the Green Mountain
Boys and their impact on the Lake Champlain region. It explores various
aspects of their history, from their military campaigns and political
maneuvering to their social customs and their relationship with the natural
environment. The essays bring to life the historical context and the cultural
significance of this pivotal group.

4. The Granite Frontier: Ethan Allen's War
This military history focuses specifically on the campaigns and battles led
by Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys during the American Revolution. It
details their tactical innovations, their surprising victories, and their
crucial role in securing the northern frontier. The book provides in-depth
analysis of their military strategies and their contributions to the overall
war effort.

5. Verdant Republic: The Genesis of Vermont
This narrative history traces the political and social journey that led to
the establishment of Vermont as an independent republic, with Ethan Allen and
the Green Mountain Boys at its heart. It examines the disputes over land
ownership, the formation of the new government, and the ongoing struggle for
recognition. The book illuminates the complex process of nation-building in a
nascent America.

6. The Ranger's Oath: A Tale of the Green Mountain Boys
This adventure novel follows a fictional Green Mountain Boy as he
participates in key historical events alongside Ethan Allen. It emphasizes
the bonds of brotherhood, the dangers of frontier life, and the personal
sacrifices made in the name of liberty. The story offers a more intimate
perspective on the experiences of these frontiersmen.

7. Allen's Resolve: Securing the New Hampshire Grants
This specialized study examines the legal and political battles fought by
Ethan Allen and his followers to defend their claims to the land known as the
New Hampshire Grants. It details their confrontations with New York
authorities and their efforts to create a distinct identity for the region.
The book sheds light on the intricacies of property rights and governance in



colonial America.

8. Echoes of Bennington: The Green Mountain Legacy
This historical account revisits the pivotal Battle of Bennington,
highlighting the crucial contributions of Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain
Boys. It analyzes the battle's strategic importance, its impact on the morale
of the Continental Army, and its lasting significance for the revolutionary
cause. The book celebrates the bravery and determination displayed on that
fateful day.

9. The Green Mountain Charter: Principles of Ethan Allen
This exploration focuses on the philosophical and ideological underpinnings
of Ethan Allen's actions and the Green Mountain Boys' movement. It examines
the Enlightenment ideals that influenced their pursuit of liberty and self-
governance. The book delves into Allen's writings and speeches to understand
the intellectual foundations of their revolutionary spirit.
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