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Ethan Allen and His Green Mountain Boys

Ethan Allen and His Green Mountain Boys were pivotal figures in the American Revolution, embodying

the spirit of defiance and independence that characterized the era. Their story is one of grit,

determination, and a relentless pursuit of freedom, deeply intertwined with the rugged landscape of

Vermont. From their early struggles to establish the Green Mountain Boys as a formidable militia to

their legendary exploits, including the capture of Fort Ticonderoga, their impact on the fight for

American liberty is undeniable. This article delves into the origins, key figures, significant battles, and

lasting legacy of Ethan Allen and his iconic band of patriots, exploring their vital role in shaping the

early days of the United States.
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The Genesis of the Green Mountain Boys

The formation of the Green Mountain Boys was a direct response to the escalating land disputes and

political uncertainty plaguing the New Hampshire Grants, the territory that would eventually become

Vermont. For decades, both New York and New Hampshire laid claim to this frontier region, leading to

a complex and often violent legal and territorial struggle. Settlers in the Grants, many of whom had

purchased land from New Hampshire under governor Benning Wentworth, found themselves caught in

the middle of conflicting jurisdictions. When New York began attempting to assert its authority, issuing

new grants and evicting those who held titles from New Hampshire, the settlers realized they needed

organized resistance.

It was within this volatile environment that Ethan Allen, a formidable landowner and advocate for the

settlers’ rights, emerged as a natural leader. Allen, along with his brothers Israel and Levi, and other

prominent figures like Remember Baker and Seth Warner, became instrumental in galvanizing the

populace. They established a de facto government and organized a militia to defend their claims

against the Yorkers, as they were known. This militia, initially a local defense force, evolved into the

renowned Green Mountain Boys, a name derived from the Green Mountains that dominated the

Vermont landscape, symbolizing their deep connection to the land they were fighting to protect.

The early activities of the Green Mountain Boys involved a series of confrontations and acts of

defiance against the New York authorities and those attempting to enforce New York’s claims. They

employed a strategy of intimidation, boycotts, and sometimes outright expulsion of Yorkers and their

supporters. While these actions were often characterized by a rough and ready frontier justice, they

were rooted in a strong sense of community and a desire for self-determination. The Green Mountain

Boys were not just a fighting force; they were also a political movement, advocating for the recognition

of their independent townships and their right to self-governance, free from external interference.



Ethan Allen: The Charismatic Leader

Ethan Allen was a towering figure in the history of the Green Mountain Boys, a man whose charisma,

courage, and sometimes controversial actions left an indelible mark on the American Revolution. Born

in Litchfield, Connecticut, in 1738, Allen was a self-made man who arrived in the New Hampshire

Grants with a vision and a fierce determination to secure his future and the future of the settlers. He

was not a formally educated man in the traditional sense, but he possessed a sharp intellect, a

commanding presence, and a powerful oratorical skill that could sway crowds and inspire loyalty.

Allen’s leadership style was characterized by his audacious spirit and his willingness to take calculated

risks. He was instrumental in uniting the disparate settlers and organizing them into an effective

fighting force. His famous declaration, "I, Ethan Allen, dare you to come on!" at a confrontation with

New York officials epitomized his confrontational approach and his unwavering commitment to his

cause. He was deeply involved in the political maneuvering to gain recognition for the Green Mountain

region, understanding that military action alone would not suffice.

Beyond his military and political acumen, Allen was also a writer and a philosopher of sorts, though his

writings often reflected his pragmatic and sometimes irascible nature. His most famous work, "A

Narrative of Colonel Ethan Allen's Captivity," detailed his experiences as a prisoner of the British,

further cementing his image as a heroic, albeit defiant, figure. Despite his sometimes rough edges and

his outspoken views, Ethan Allen commanded immense respect from his men and became a symbol

of the independent spirit of the frontier. His leadership was crucial in transforming a localized land

dispute into a significant component of the broader struggle for American independence.

Key Figures of the Green Mountain Boys

While Ethan Allen is the most recognized leader of the Green Mountain Boys, his success and the

effectiveness of the militia were due in large part to the contributions of several other key figures.



These individuals, each with their own unique strengths and experiences, formed the core of the

Green Mountain Boys' leadership and operational capabilities.

Seth Warner

Seth Warner was a trusted lieutenant and a close associate of Ethan Allen. He played a crucial role in

organizing and leading the Green Mountain Boys, particularly during Allen's capture. Warner’s steady

leadership and military experience were invaluable, especially when he took command of the militia

after Allen was taken prisoner. He continued to fight effectively for the Green Mountain cause and later

served with distinction in the Continental Army, demonstrating loyalty and bravery throughout the war.

Remember Baker

Remember Baker was another prominent leader and one of Ethan Allen's cousins. He was known for

his courage and his skill in frontier warfare. Baker was instrumental in the early confrontations with the

Yorkers and was often at the forefront of the Green Mountain Boys' more aggressive actions. His

dedication to the cause of the settlers and his willingness to confront authority made him a vital

member of the early leadership.

John Brown

John Brown was a lawyer and a shrewd political operator who also aligned himself with the Green

Mountain Boys. While not a military leader in the same vein as Allen or Warner, Brown was crucial in

representing the interests of the Green Mountain settlers in the Continental Congress and in other

political arenas. His legal and diplomatic skills helped to articulate the case for Vermont's

independence and to gain support for their cause.



Other Notable Members

The Green Mountain Boys comprised a diverse group of settlers, farmers, and woodsmen, many of

whom were skilled marksmen and adept at fighting in the wilderness. Figures like Ira Allen, Ethan's

brother, also played important roles, often in the political and logistical aspects of the movement. The

collective spirit and the shared commitment of these individuals, from the most prominent leaders to

the rank-and-file members, were what truly defined the Green Mountain Boys as a force to be

reckoned with.

The Capture of Fort Ticonderoga: A Defining Moment

Perhaps the most iconic exploit of Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys was the daring capture

of Fort Ticonderoga on May 10, 1775. This strategically vital British fort, located on the western shore

of Lake Champlain in New York, held a significant cache of cannons and military supplies that were

desperately needed by the fledgling Continental Army. The operation was conceived and executed in

conjunction with Benedict Arnold, who had independently received authority from the Massachusetts

Committee of Safety to raise troops for a similar mission.

The plan was audacious: to surprise the lightly defended fort at dawn. Ethan Allen, leading

approximately 80 Green Mountain Boys, and Benedict Arnold, with a smaller contingent of men,

crossed Lake Champlain under the cover of darkness. The crossing itself was fraught with peril, with

delays in obtaining boats and a near-disastrous rendezvous. However, their determination and the

element of surprise were on their side.

Upon reaching the shore, Allen famously led his men into the fort. The legendary exchange at the

gate, where Allen demanded the fort’s surrender "In the name of the Great Jehovah and the

Continental Congress," has become etched in American lore. Though the historical accuracy of Allen’s

exact words is debated, the sentiment of defiance and the overwhelming success of the operation are



not. The fort’s garrison, caught completely off guard, surrendered with minimal resistance. The capture

of Fort Ticonderoga was a significant early victory for the American cause, providing crucial artillery

that would later be used to force the British evacuation of Boston. It also boosted the morale of the

Continental forces and demonstrated the effectiveness of the Green Mountain Boys as a fighting unit.

The Green Mountain Boys in the Revolutionary War

Following their triumphant capture of Fort Ticonderoga, the Green Mountain Boys continued to play a

vital role in the American Revolutionary War, albeit with evolving challenges and circumstances. After

the initial capture, Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen famously fell out over command and the spoils of

war, leading to Allen's resignation and subsequent capture by the British. However, the Green

Mountain Boys, under the continued leadership of Seth Warner and others, remained a crucial force,

particularly in the northern theater of the war.

One of their most critical engagements came in the fall of 1775 during the American invasion of

Canada. The Green Mountain Boys, alongside the Continental Army, participated in the arduous

campaign, facing harsh weather and determined British and Loyalist forces. They were present at the

Battle of Quebec, a bold but ultimately unsuccessful attempt to capture the city, where many Green

Mountain Boys were captured alongside Ethan Allen himself.

The period after Allen’s capture saw the Green Mountain Boys reorganizing and continuing their fight.

They became an integral part of the defense of the New York frontier, protecting settlements from

British and Native American raids. Their knowledge of the terrain and their frontier fighting skills made

them particularly effective in this role. Later in the war, the Green Mountain Boys became the core of

the Continental Army's Vermont Regiments, serving with distinction in various campaigns, including the

pivotal Battle of Bennington in 1777, a crucial victory for the American forces that helped to turn the

tide of the war.



Challenges and Triumphs

The path of Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys was not one of continuous victory; it was

marked by significant challenges and periods of hardship, alongside their undeniable triumphs. One of

the most enduring challenges for the Green Mountain Boys was the persistent political ambiguity

surrounding their territory. Even as they fought for American independence, the future of Vermont as a

distinct entity remained uncertain. Both New York and New Hampshire, as well as the Continental

Congress, were hesitant to formally recognize Vermont's independence, fearing it would set a

precedent for other regions to break away.

Ethan Allen’s capture by the British in 1775 presented a major setback. He spent nearly three years as

a prisoner of war, enduring harsh conditions and the constant threat of execution. His absence left a

void in leadership, though Seth Warner and others stepped up to fill the breach. During Allen's

captivity, the Green Mountain Boys faced continued pressure from British and Loyalist forces, as well

as internal divisions and the ongoing territorial disputes.

Despite these adversies, the Green Mountain Boys achieved remarkable triumphs. The capture of Fort

Ticonderoga stands as their most celebrated feat, a strategic coup that provided invaluable resources.

Their unwavering defense of the northern frontier, their participation in the Canadian campaign, and

their crucial role in the Battle of Bennington demonstrated their resilience and their commitment to the

revolutionary cause. Even their protracted struggle for political recognition ultimately led to the eventual

establishment of Vermont as the 14th state of the United States, a testament to their enduring spirit

and their pursuit of self-governance.

The Legacy of Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys

The legacy of Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys extends far beyond their military

achievements during the American Revolution. They represent a powerful embodiment of frontier spirit,



independence, and the struggle for self-determination. Their audacious actions, from confronting

Yorkers to capturing Fort Ticonderoga, became legendary, inspiring future generations of Vermonters

and Americans alike.

Ethan Allen himself, with his larger-than-life persona and his unwavering defiance, became an iconic

figure of the Revolutionary era. His writings and his very image as a rugged, independent leader

continue to resonate. The Green Mountain Boys, as a collective entity, demonstrated the effectiveness

of organized citizen militias and the power of a determined populace to defend its rights and its

territory.

Their contribution to the American Revolution was multifaceted. They provided a crucial fighting force

in the northern theater, secured vital military assets, and their persistent advocacy for Vermont's

independence ultimately contributed to the expansion of the newly formed nation. The independent

spirit that fueled the Green Mountain Boys became a defining characteristic of Vermont, a state known

for its strong sense of community and its commitment to individual liberty. The enduring impact of

Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys is a testament to their courage, their vision, and their

foundational role in the story of American freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary objective of Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain

Boys during the American Revolutionary War?

The primary objective of Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys was to secure the territory of the

New Hampshire Grants (later Vermont) from New York's claims and to fight for American

independence against the British.



What was the significance of the Battle of Fort Ticonderoga for Ethan

Allen and the Green Mountain Boys?

The capture of Fort Ticonderoga in 1775, led by Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold, was a crucial early

victory for the American Revolution, providing much-needed artillery and strategic control of Lake

Champlain.

Who were the primary opponents of Ethan Allen and the Green

Mountain Boys in their struggle for land rights before the Revolution?

Before the Revolution, Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys primarily clashed with land claimants

and authorities from the Province of New York, who asserted jurisdiction over the disputed territory of

the New Hampshire Grants.

What was the political situation surrounding the Green Mountain Boys'

territory, the New Hampshire Grants?

The New Hampshire Grants (modern-day Vermont) was a territory with ambiguous jurisdiction, claimed

by both New Hampshire and New York. This led to prolonged disputes over land ownership and

governance, which the Green Mountain Boys actively fought to resolve in favor of their own

independent governance.

How did Ethan Allen's capture by the British affect the Green

Mountain Boys and the Continental Army?

Ethan Allen's capture in 1775 and subsequent imprisonment by the British was a significant blow to

the Green Mountain Boys. It disrupted their leadership and operations, though their efforts in defending

the northern frontier continued.



What role did the Green Mountain Boys play in the early stages of the

American Revolution, beyond Fort Ticonderoga?

Beyond Fort Ticonderoga, the Green Mountain Boys were instrumental in defending the northern

frontier, particularly along Lake Champlain and the New York border, harassing British supply lines and

preventing incursions into the nascent United States.

What was the "Vermont Republic" and what was the Green Mountain

Boys' role in its formation?

The Vermont Republic (also known as the Green Mountain Republic) was the independent state

declared by the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants in 1777. The Green Mountain Boys, under

Ethan Allen's influence, were foundational to its establishment and defense.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys, each beginning with "",

along with brief descriptions:

1. The Green Mountain Boy's Resolve

This historical novel plunges readers into the early days of Vermont's struggle for independence from

New York. It follows the journey of a young man inspired by Ethan Allen's leadership, chronicling his

involvement in the skirmishes and the burgeoning sense of community that defined the Green

Mountain Boys. The story highlights the grit and determination required to carve out a new territory.

2. Ethan Allen: A Patriot's Fury

This biography offers a comprehensive look at the life and times of Ethan Allen, the charismatic leader

of the Green Mountain Boys. It delves into his military campaigns, his philosophical musings, and his

unwavering commitment to establishing Vermont as an independent entity. The book explores his

complex personality and his enduring legacy as a key figure in early American history.



3. The Shadow of the Green Mountains

Set against the backdrop of the American Revolution, this historical fiction narrative explores the

political maneuvering and military conflicts that shaped Vermont's early years. It focuses on the

clandestine operations and daring raids undertaken by the Green Mountain Boys, often under the

cover of darkness. The story captures the tense atmosphere and the constant threat from opposing

forces.

4. Fort Ticonderoga: A Green Mountain Triumph

This non-fiction account meticulously details the audacious capture of Fort Ticonderoga by Ethan Allen

and the Green Mountain Boys. It reconstructs the strategic planning, the daring surprise attack, and

the immense impact of this victory on the Revolutionary War. The book provides a vivid portrayal of

the courage and resourcefulness of Allen's men.

5. The Ballad of the Green Mountain Boys

This collection of historical poems and songs aims to capture the spirit and experiences of Ethan Allen

and his followers. Through evocative verse, it celebrates their exploits, their camaraderie, and their

deep connection to the rugged Vermont landscape. The work offers a lyrical and intimate glimpse into

the lives of these frontier patriots.

6. Vermont's First Republic: The Green Mountain Boys' Legacy

This scholarly work examines the political and social foundations laid by Ethan Allen and the Green

Mountain Boys in their quest for an independent Vermont. It analyzes their unique governance

structure, their early constitution, and their challenges in gaining recognition. The book highlights their

pioneering efforts in self-determination.

7. Whispers from the Wilderness: Life with the Green Mountain Boys

This immersive historical novel provides a personal perspective on life within the ranks of Ethan Allen's

militia. Through the eyes of a seasoned member, it explores the daily hardships, the bonds of

brotherhood, and the motivations that drove these men. The narrative paints a vivid picture of frontier

existence and the fight for freedom.



8. Ethan Allen's Declaration: A Republic is Born

This book focuses on the pivotal moments of Vermont's declaration of independence and the role

Ethan Allen played in articulating its principles. It examines the philosophical underpinnings of their

pursuit of self-governance and the challenges they faced in asserting their sovereignty. The text sheds

light on the intellectual and political currents of the era.

9. The Green Mountain Boys' Gambit

This gripping adventure story traces a daring mission undertaken by a select group of Green Mountain

Boys during the Revolutionary War. It involves espionage, infiltration, and a high-stakes gamble to

disrupt enemy supply lines. The narrative emphasizes the bravery and ingenuity of Allen's most trusted

men.
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