enesco precious moments price guide

Enesco Precious Moments Price Guide: Your Comprehensive Resource for Valuing and Understanding

These Cherished Collectibles

Welcome, fellow collectors and enthusiasts, to the ultimate Enesco Precious Moments price guide. If
you’re wondering about the current market value of your beloved Precious Moments figurines, or if
you’re just starting your collecting journey and want to understand pricing dynamics, you’ve come to
the right place. This extensive guide will delve deep into the factors that influence the worth of these
heartwarming porcelain treasures, from rarity and condition to production history and demand. We’ll
explore how to identify key markings, understand different series, and navigate the secondary market
to ensure you can accurately assess and appreciate the value of your Precious Moments collection.
Whether you’re looking to buy, sell, or simply understand the financial aspect of your passion, this

guide is designed to equip you with the knowledge you need.

Understanding the Value of Precious Moments Figurines

Key Factors Influencing Enesco Precious Moments Prices

Identifying and Understanding Precious Moments Production Marks

Precious Moments Series and Their Price Implications

The Impact of Condition on Enesco Precious Moments Value

Navigating the Secondary Market for Precious Moments

¢ Where to Find Reliable Enesco Precious Moments Pricing Information



e Common Questions About Enesco Precious Moments Pricing

Understanding the Value of Enesco Precious Moments

Figurines

Precious Moments figurines, with their distinctive teardrop eyes and heartwarming messages, have
captured the hearts of collectors worldwide since their introduction in 1978. Understanding the value of
these cherished collectibles goes beyond simply looking at a price tag; it involves appreciating the
history, artistry, and sentimental significance embedded within each piece. The Enesco Precious
Moments price guide is a dynamic tool, reflecting the ebb and flow of collector interest, the rarity of
specific pieces, and the overall condition of the figurine. Many collectors consider their Precious
Moments pieces not just as objects of monetary value, but as tangible memories of life’s special
moments and milestones. This appreciation for sentimental value often translates into a strong
secondary market for these items, making an accurate pricing guide an invaluable resource for both

seasoned collectors and newcomers alike.

The journey to understand the value of your Precious Moments collection begins with recognizing that
no single price applies to every figurine. A vast array of factors contributes to the overall worth, and
this guide aims to unpack those complexities. We will explore how to research the market effectively,
identify rare or retired pieces, and assess the condition of your figurines to arrive at a realistic
valuation. Whether you are looking to sell a family heirloom, find a specific piece to complete your set,
or simply understand the investment potential of your collection, this resource is tailored to provide

comprehensive insights into the world of Precious Moments pricing.



Key Factors Influencing Enesco Precious Moments Prices

Several critical elements contribute to the fluctuating values seen within the Enesco Precious Moments
price guide. Understanding these factors is paramount for anyone looking to accurately appraise or
trade these beloved collectibles. Rarity, production numbers, the presence of original packaging, and
the specific theme or message of a figurine all play significant roles in determining its market price. For
instance, limited edition releases or those produced for a shorter period often command higher prices

due to their scarcity.

Rarity and Limited Editions

Rarity is arguably one of the most significant drivers of value for Precious Moments figurines. Pieces
that were produced in limited quantities, for specific events, or as part of exclusive club memberships
tend to be more sought after by collectors. These limited editions, often marked with special symbols
or designated as "Limited Edition" on their bases, inherently carry a higher premium. The initial release
price is often just the starting point, with secondary market values escalating as fewer of these pieces
remain available and demand from dedicated collectors grows. Identifying these rare pieces requires

careful examination of the figurine and its accompanying documentation, if available.

Production Dates and Retirement Status

The production period of a Precious Moments figurine, and whether it has been retired by Enesco,
directly impacts its availability and, consequently, its price. Figurines that are no longer in active
production are considered retired. The longer a piece has been retired and the more popular it was
during its production run, the more likely it is to appreciate in value. Newer releases or those still in
active production will generally have lower resale values. Collectors often seek out retired pieces to
complete their collections, creating consistent demand for these harder-to-find items. The Enesco

Precious Moments price guide often categorizes figurines by their production status.



Original Packaging and Documentation

The presence of the original box, certificate of authenticity, and any other accompanying
documentation can significantly enhance the value of a Precious Moments figurine. Mint condition,
complete with all original packaging, is highly desirable for collectors who prioritize preserving the
integrity and provenance of their items. A pristine box protects the figurine, and the certificate of
authenticity validates its legitimacy, especially for limited edition or special releases. Without these, a
figurine may still hold value, but it will generally be less than a complete set. This is a common

consideration in any comprehensive Precious Moments price guide.

Theme and Subject Matter

The theme or subject matter of a Precious Moments figurine can also influence its desirability and
price. Figurines depicting universal themes such as holidays (Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving), life
events (weddings, birthdays, graduations), or religious motifs often have broad appeal. However, some
themes might resonate more strongly with specific collector segments, potentially increasing demand
and value. For example, figurines related to specific professions, hobbies, or even popular culture
references might find a niche but dedicated following. The emotional connection a collector has to a

particular theme is a powerful, albeit subjective, factor in valuing these pieces.

Sculptor and Designer Signatures

While not always present or easily visible, some Precious Moments figurines may be signed by the
original sculptor or designer. Such signatures can add a layer of authenticity and desirability,
particularly for collectors who appreciate the artist's contribution. While the presence of a signature
isn't always a primary price driver compared to rarity, it can be a distinguishing feature that commands
a premium for certain pieces. Researching whether a specific figurine was known to be signed by its
creator can be a valuable part of the appraisal process when consulting an Enesco Precious Moments

price guide.



Identifying and Understanding Precious Moments Production

Marks

The subtle markings found on the base of Enesco Precious Moments figurines are crucial for
identification and authentication. These marks provide vital clues about the figurine’s production era, its
manufacturing origin, and its status within the Enesco product line. A thorough understanding of these
symbols is an indispensable part of using any Enesco Precious Moments price guide effectively, as
different marks can indicate varying levels of rarity or collectibility. These marks are not arbitrary; they

are a systematic way Enesco identified its products throughout decades of production.

The Significance of Enesco's “Original” Markings

In the early years of Precious Moments production, Enesco utilized distinctive “original” markings that
collectors often seek. These early marks are highly valued as they represent the initial wave of these
popular figurines. Recognizing these early hallmarks is key to dating a piece and understanding its
historical significance. As Enesco evolved its production and branding, these marks changed, making
the early ones particularly sought after by serious collectors aiming to acquire pieces from the

foundational years of the brand.

Understanding the "Growing in Love" Symbol

The "Growing in Love" symbol, often a simple depiction of a couple holding hands or a heart, is a
hallmark of many Precious Moments figurines. This symbol is not just decorative; it often signifies the
era of production or a specific series. Different variations of this symbol, or its placement, can indicate
subtle differences in manufacturing or design over time. When consulting an Enesco Precious
Moments price guide, you might find that pieces with certain "Growing in Love" variations are more or

less valuable based on their production history.



The Importance of Date Stamps and Year Marks

Many Precious Moments figurines feature a small date stamp or year mark on their base. This mark is
invaluable for collectors as it directly indicates the year the figurine was manufactured. This information
is critical for tracking a figurine's rarity, its retired status, and its place within a collector's chronological
display. For pricing purposes, knowing the exact production year helps in identifying whether a piece is
from a limited production run or a widely distributed year, influencing its position within the broader

Enesco Precious Moments price guide landscape.

Identifying Special Edition and Club Marks

Enesco often released special editions, club exclusives, and promotional items that are clearly marked
to distinguish them from regular production pieces. These marks can include unique symbols, specific
text designations (e.g., "Limited Edition," "Club Exclusive"), or even foil stickers. These special editions
are often produced in much smaller quantities and are highly prized by collectors, leading to

significantly higher values. A good Precious Moments price guide will highlight these specific markings

and their impact on the secondary market value.

Navigating Catalog Numbers and Model Numbers

Every Precious Moments figurine is assigned a unique catalog number or model number, typically
found on the base or on the original packaging. This number is the definitive identifier for a specific
figurine. When researching prices or communicating with other collectors, using the correct catalog
number is essential. It ensures that you are referencing the exact piece, avoiding confusion and
enabling accurate comparisons within an Enesco Precious Moments price guide or when browsing

online marketplaces.



Precious Moments Series and Their Price Implications

The vast universe of Precious Moments collectibles is organized into various series, each with its own
theme, design aesthetic, and collector following. The series a figurine belongs to can significantly
influence its perceived value and its place within an Enesco Precious Moments price guide. Some
series were produced for extended periods with high production numbers, while others were short-lived
or exclusive, making them inherently rarer and more valuable. Understanding these series is crucial for

collectors aiming to build a comprehensive or high-value collection.

The "Original 21" and Early Releases

The very first Precious Moments figurines, often referred to as the "Original 21," hold a special place in
collector lore. These early pieces, released in 1978, are highly sought after due to their historical
significance and relative scarcity. Their value is often higher than later releases, and they are
frequently highlighted in any comprehensive Enesco Precious Moments price guide. Their simple
designs and the pioneering nature of their production make them foundational pieces for serious

collectors.

Holidays and Seasonal Collections

Precious Moments figurines celebrating holidays like Christmas, Easter, Valentine's Day, and
Thanksgiving are perennial favorites. These seasonal collections often have dedicated followings, and
their value can fluctuate based on the specific holiday and the year of release. Limited edition holiday
pieces or those that were retired quickly can command premium prices. The Enesco Precious
Moments price guide often dedicates sections to these popular holiday themes, reflecting their

consistent demand.



Life Events and Milestones

Figurines commemorating significant life events such as weddings, anniversaries, birthdays,
graduations, and new babies are incredibly popular. These pieces are often purchased as gifts and
can hold immense sentimental value for the recipient. While many are produced in large quantities,
certain limited edition or retired pieces celebrating these milestones can be quite valuable. Collectors
who are marking personal anniversaries or have a theme related to these life events will actively seek

these out, influencing their prices.

Special Occasion and Club Exclusives

Enesco frequently produced special occasion figurines for events like anniversaries of the Precious
Moments brand itself, or as exclusive releases for collector clubs (e.g., Precious Moments Collectors
Club). These items are by definition limited in production and often carry specific markings that denote
their exclusivity. As such, they are generally among the more valuable items in the Precious Moments
catalog. A good Enesco Precious Moments price guide will clearly distinguish these exclusive items

and their elevated market value.

Themed Series (e.g., "The Story of Grace," "Friendship")

Over the years, Enesco has released various themed series that focus on specific narratives or
concepts, such as "The Story of Grace," "Friendship," or character-specific lines. The popularity and
duration of these series directly impact the collectibility and value of the individual figurines within
them. Series that were short-lived, featured intricate sculpting, or had a particularly resonant message
are often more valuable. Collectors specializing in a particular theme will actively seek pieces from

these series, influencing their position in the Enesco Precious Moments price guide.



The Impact of Condition on Enesco Precious Moments Value

The physical state of a Precious Moments figurine is a crucial determinant of its market value. Even
the rarest or most sought-after piece will see its worth diminished if it is not in excellent condition.
Collectors, especially those building or maintaining serious collections, prioritize pristine items. This
section will explore the different aspects of condition that influence an Enesco Precious Moments price

guide valuation.

Mint Condition

Mint condition implies a figurine that is free from any visible defects, chips, cracks, or scratches. It
should appear as if it just left the factory. Ideally, mint condition also includes the original box and any
accompanying paperwork. Figurines in true mint condition, especially when accompanied by their
original packaging, command the highest prices in the secondary market. This is the benchmark for

ideal collection pieces.

Excellent Condition

Excellent condition is very close to mint but might allow for extremely minor imperfections that are not
readily apparent. This could include very faint surface scratches that are only visible under close
inspection or under magnification. The figurine will be free of any chips, cracks, or significant wear. If
the original box is present and in good condition, a figurine in excellent condition will still be highly

desirable and command a strong price, though typically slightly less than mint.

Good Condition

A figurine in good condition may exhibit some signs of age or gentle use. This could include minor
scuffs, small paint rubs, or very minor chips on less visible areas. Importantly, there should be no

major damage like large chips, cracks, or repairs. While still collectible, a figurine in good condition will



be valued lower than those in excellent or mint condition, especially if it lacks original packaging.

Fair to Poor Condition

Figurines in fair to poor condition have noticeable damage such as significant chips, cracks, broken
pieces, or visible repairs. Paint may be worn, and there might be overall signs of heavy wear or
damage. These pieces are typically the least valuable and are often sought after only by individuals
looking for replacement parts or those who simply want a particular figurine regardless of its condition.
Their value, if any, would be significantly lower than the figures listed in any reputable Enesco

Precious Moments price guide for undamaged items.

Checking for Chips, Cracks, and Repairs

When evaluating the condition of a Precious Moments figurine, a careful inspection for chips and
cracks is paramount. Pay close attention to delicate areas like the edges of hands, feet, fingers, and
any protruding elements. Gently run your fingers over the surface to feel for any imperfections. Look
for any signs of past repairs, which can sometimes be visible as slight color variations or uneven
surfaces. These defects will significantly impact the figurine's value according to any Enesco Precious

Moments price guide.

Navigating the Secondary Market for Precious Moments

The secondary market is where most collectors buy and sell Precious Moments figurines. This diverse
landscape includes online auction sites, dedicated collector forums, antique shops, and even estate
sales. Understanding how this market operates is key to finding fair prices, both for purchasing and
selling your collection. The Enesco Precious Moments price guide is your compass in this

environment, helping you make informed decisions.



Online Auction Platforms

Websites like eBay are primary hubs for buying and selling Precious Moments figurines. They offer a
vast selection and allow for direct comparison of prices for similar items. When using these platforms,
it's crucial to examine seller ratings, read descriptions carefully, and look at the actual photos of the
figurine. Consider "Buy It Now" prices versus active auctions to gauge current market demand. Many
sellers will reference Enesco Precious Moments price guide values, but it's wise to do your own

research as well.

Collector Forums and Social Media Groups

Dedicated Precious Moments collector forums and social media groups provide a community where
enthusiasts can share information, discuss values, and often buy or sell directly from each other.
These communities can be invaluable for obtaining up-to-date pricing information and identifying rare
pieces. Members often have extensive knowledge of the market and can offer insights not found in a

static Enesco Precious Moments price guide.

Antique Stores and Flea Markets

While less predictable, antique stores and flea markets can sometimes yield hidden treasures at
bargain prices. The advantage here is the ability to inspect the figurine in person. However, pricing can
be inconsistent, and store owners may not always be knowledgeable about the specifics of Precious
Moments valuation. It's essential to go in with your own knowledge of fair prices, potentially informed

by an Enesco Precious Moments price guide.

Tips for Selling Your Precious Moments Collection

When selling, take clear, well-lit photographs from multiple angles, highlighting any unique markings or
the condition of the original box. Write detailed descriptions, including the figurine's name, catalog

number, any special edition designations, and its condition. Research current market prices using an



Enesco Precious Moments price guide and similar listings on auction sites to set a competitive price.

Consider offering different shipping options and be prepared to answer buyer questions promptly.

Tips for Buying Precious Moments

When buying, always compare prices from multiple sources. Don't be afraid to ask sellers for more
information or additional photos if something is unclear. Verify the authenticity of the figurine,
especially for higher-priced or limited edition items. Understanding the production marks and series, as
guided by this article and a reliable Enesco Precious Moments price guide, will help you make

informed purchasing decisions and avoid overpaying.

Where to Find Reliable Enesco Precious Moments Pricing

Information

Assembling a comprehensive Enesco Precious Moments price guide requires consulting a variety of
reputable sources. The market for collectibles is dynamic, and prices can change based on current
collector interest, scarcity, and overall economic conditions. Relying on a single source might not
always provide the most accurate or up-to-date valuation. Therefore, a multi-faceted approach to

research is recommended.

Online Pricing Databases and Price Guides

Several websites specialize in cataloging and providing pricing information for collectibles, including
Precious Moments. These often compile data from past sales, expert appraisals, and current market
listings. While these databases can offer a good starting point, it's important to remember that they

often provide an average or estimated value, and individual sale prices can vary significantly.



Precious Moments Collector Clubs and Official Resources

The official Precious Moments Collector’s Club and affiliated organizations are excellent sources of
information. They often publish newsletters, maintain databases, and have forums where members
share pricing insights and market trends. These clubs are run by dedicated enthusiasts and often have

access to internal information that can be invaluable for accurate pricing.

Auction Site History and Completed Sales

Examining the "completed sales" or "sold listings" on major online auction platforms is one of the most
effective ways to gauge real-time market value. This data reflects what buyers are actually willing to
pay for a particular figurine at a given time. While prices can vary based on the seller, the buyer pool,

and the timing of the sale, this provides a strong indication of current demand.

Books and Published Price Guides

While digital resources are prevalent, older, published Enesco Precious Moments price guide books
can still offer valuable historical context and information on early or rare pieces. These can provide a
baseline understanding of a figurine's value and its rarity throughout different collecting eras. However,

it's crucial to cross-reference these older guides with current market data.

Consulting with Experienced Collectors and Dealers

Experienced Precious Moments collectors and reputable dealers often possess a deep understanding
of the market. Engaging with them, perhaps through collector forums or at hobby shows, can provide
personalized insights and help clarify the value of specific pieces. They can offer guidance based on

years of experience and firsthand knowledge of buying and selling trends.



Common Questions About Enesco Precious Moments Pricing

Collectors frequently have questions regarding the valuation of their Precious Moments figurines. The
intricacies of the market, the wide variety of pieces, and the factors influencing value can lead to
confusion. This section aims to address some of the most common inquiries related to an Enesco

Precious Moments price guide and the broader Precious Moments market.

What makes a Precious Moments figurine valuable?

The value of a Precious Moments figurine is determined by a combination of factors, including rarity,
limited production status, retirement from production, condition, the presence of original packaging, and
overall collector demand. Pieces that are rare, have unique markings, or commemorate significant

events often hold higher value.

Are older Precious Moments figurines always more valuable?

Not necessarily. While some of the earliest "Original 21" figurines are highly valuable due to their
historical significance and scarcity, age alone does not guarantee high value. A later release that was
part of a very limited edition or a particularly popular theme that has since been retired might be more

valuable than an older, more common piece.

How do | determine if my figurine is rare?

To determine rarity, look for special edition markings, limited edition numbers, or indications of
exclusive club releases. Research the figurine's production history and retirement status. Consulting
with collector communities or a reputable Enesco Precious Moments price guide can also help identify

rare pieces.



What is the difference between retail price and secondary market
value?

Retail price is the original price at which a figurine was sold by Enesco or authorized retailers.
Secondary market value is the price a figurine commands in the resale market, which can be higher or

lower than the original retail price, depending on demand, rarity, and condition.

Can damage significantly reduce the value?

Yes, damage such as chips, cracks, or repairs can significantly reduce the value of a Precious
Moments figurine, even if it is a rare piece. Collectors generally seek out figurines in excellent or mint

condition. Any damage will lower its position within a standard Enesco Precious Moments price guide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most sought-after Precious Moments figurines for
collectors right now, and how does this impact their price?

Currently, figurines with 'first edition' or 'limited edition' markings, especially those depicting significant
milestones like weddings, births, or retirements, are highly sought after. Figurines produced during the
early years of Enesco's Precious Moments line (late 1970s to early 1980s) also command higher

prices due to their rarity and historical significance.

How has the online marketplace (like eBay, Etsy) affected the pricing
and availability of Precious Moments figurines in a price guide?

Online marketplaces have made it easier to find rare and out-of-production Precious Moments
figurines, leading to more dynamic pricing. While a traditional price guide offers a baseline, online

sales data provides a more current reflection of market value, often influencing the guide's updates



and the perceived 'trend' of certain pieces.

Are there specific years or 'issues' of Precious Moments figurines that
are particularly trending upwards in value?

Yes, figurines from the initial series and those with serial numbers or unique identifiers from early
production runs are often trending upwards. Collectible Precious Moments that are retired and no

longer in production, especially those in pristine condition, tend to see sustained or increasing value.

What factors beyond rarity influence the current 'trending’ price of a
Precious Moments figurine in a price guide?

Key factors include the condition of the figurine (no chips, cracks, or fading), the presence of its
original box and certificate of authenticity, the popularity of the theme or message it conveys, and even
nostalgia for the era in which it was released. Figurines depicting popular characters or themes from

the Precious Moments universe also see stronger interest.

How can collectors use a Precious Moments price guide to identify
potentially undervalued or overvalued figurines in today's market?

A good price guide provides a baseline. Collectors can then cross-reference this with current online
sales data for similar items. If a figurine is consistently selling for significantly more or less than the
guide suggests, it indicates a potential market trend or a discrepancy that savvy collectors can

leverage. Look for discrepancies between guide values and actual sold prices on platforms like eBay.

What new or emerging trends in Precious Moments collecting are
influencing current price guide values?

While classic themes remain popular, there's a growing trend towards collecting figurines that
represent specific holidays, seasonal events, or cultural moments. Additionally, collectors are

increasingly seeking out 'signed' or 'artist proof' editions, which are rarer and command premium



prices. The ongoing innovation with new releases by Enesco also subtly influences perceptions of

older, retired pieces.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Enesco Precious Moments Price Guides, each beginning with :

1. The Art of Precious Moments: A Collector's Guide

This comprehensive volume delves into the history and artistic evolution of Precious Moments
figurines. It offers detailed descriptions of popular collections, highlighting key design elements and
their significance. Collectors will find invaluable information on identifying different production eras and

understanding the artistry behind each piece.

2. Precious Moments: Identifying and Valuing Your Collection

This book serves as an essential resource for anyone looking to understand the value of their Precious
Moments collection. It provides clear guidance on how to identify specific pieces, including markings,
materials, and special edition indicators. The inclusion of up-to-date pricing information makes it an

indispensable tool for collectors and potential sellers.

3. Enesco's Precious Moments: A Comprehensive Price Catalog

This catalog is meticulously organized to provide a definitive list of Enesco Precious Moments figurines
with their current market values. It features an extensive range of figurines, from early releases to the
most recent introductions, ensuring a thorough reference. For serious collectors and investors, this

guide is the go-to for accurate valuation.

4. Caring for Your Precious Moments: Preservation and Display

Beyond just pricing, this book focuses on the proper care and preservation of Precious Moments
figurines. It offers practical advice on cleaning, handling, and displaying these delicate collectibles to
maintain their condition and value over time. Learn the best practices to ensure your cherished pieces

remain in pristine condition for years to come.



5. The Insider's Guide to Enesco Precious Moments Values

Unlock the secrets to understanding the fluctuating market values of Precious Moments. This insider's
perspective provides in-depth analysis of factors that influence pricing, such as rarity, condition, and
market demand. It’s designed for collectors who want to make informed decisions about buying,

selling, or trading their Precious Moments.

6. Precious Moments: A Collector's Handbook of Rare Finds

This guide specifically targets the elusive and highly sought-after rare Precious Moments figurines. It
details how to identify these special pieces, where they might be found, and provides estimated values
based on their scarcity and desirability. Collectors seeking to complete their sets or discover hidden

gems will find this book invaluable.

7. Enesco Precious Moments: The Definitive Price Yearbook

Published annually, this yearbook is the ultimate source for the latest pricing trends and valuations of
Enesco Precious Moments. It keeps collectors up-to-date with newly released figurines and adjusts
prices for existing ones based on current market data. Staying current with this publication ensures

you're always informed about your collection's worth.

8. The Psychology of Collecting Precious Moments: Value and Appreciation

This unique book explores the emotional and psychological aspects of collecting Precious Moments,
alongside their monetary value. It examines why these figurines resonate so deeply with collectors and
how their perceived value extends beyond mere price tags. Discover the personal satisfaction and

appreciation that comes with curating a Precious Moments collection.

9. Precious Moments: A Price Guide to Limited Editions and Special Issues

Focusing on the more exclusive side of Precious Moments, this guide concentrates on limited edition
and special issue figurines. It provides detailed pricing and identification information for these coveted
items, distinguishing them from open-stock releases. Collectors who specialize in rare and unique

pieces will find this guide indispensable for accurate valuation.
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