
encyclopedia of religion second
edition

encyclopedia of religion second edition is a monumental work of scholarship,
offering an unparalleled depth of knowledge on the vast and multifaceted
world of human faith and belief systems. This comprehensive resource delves
into the core tenets, historical development, and cultural expressions of
religions across the globe, from ancient traditions to contemporary
movements. It serves as an indispensable guide for students, scholars, and
anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the spiritual and philosophical
landscapes that shape our world. This article will explore the significance
of this authoritative reference work, its extensive coverage, the
contributions of its esteemed contributors, and why it remains a cornerstone
for religious studies.

Understanding the Scope of the Encyclopedia of
Religion Second Edition

The encyclopedia of religion second edition stands as a testament to decades
of dedicated research and intellectual collaboration. It provides a panoramic
view of religious phenomena, encompassing not only the major world religions
but also a wide array of indigenous beliefs, mystical traditions, and
philosophical inquiries into the sacred. The sheer breadth of its coverage
ensures that readers can explore a multitude of perspectives, from the
creation myths of ancient Mesopotamia to the complex theological debates
within modern Christianity and Islam, and the intricate practices of
shamanism in Siberia.

This second edition represents a significant update and expansion upon its
predecessor, reflecting new scholarship, evolving understandings of religious
history, and the emergence of new religious movements. It is meticulously
organized to facilitate easy navigation, allowing users to delve into
specific topics, explore related concepts, and gain a holistic appreciation
for the interconnectedness of human spirituality.

Key Features and Coverage in the Encyclopedia
of Religion Second Edition

Unrivaled Depth and Breadth of Religious Traditions

The encyclopedia of religion second edition is renowned for its exhaustive
treatment of virtually every known religious tradition. It offers detailed
articles on major faiths such as Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam,
Judaism, and Sikhism, exploring their origins, scriptures, key figures,
rituals, and ethical frameworks. Beyond these, it casts a wide net,
illuminating lesser-known yet significant belief systems, including
Zoroastrianism, Jainism, Baha'i Faith, Shinto, and Taoism. The encyclopedia



also dedicates extensive space to the diverse religious practices of
indigenous cultures worldwide, acknowledging the profound spiritual
connections to the natural world that characterize many of these traditions.

The depth of coverage extends to include detailed examinations of:

Theologies and philosophical underpinnings of various faiths.

Historical evolution and biographical sketches of influential religious
leaders and thinkers.

Sacred texts, their interpretation, and their influence on adherents.

Rituals, ceremonies, and devotional practices that are central to
religious life.

The social and cultural impact of religion throughout history and in
contemporary society.

The relationship between religion, art, music, and literature.

Comprehensive Coverage of Religious Concepts and
Phenomena

Beyond specific traditions, the encyclopedia of religion second edition
meticulously covers the fundamental concepts and phenomena that underpin all
religious experience. This includes in-depth explorations of:

The nature of the divine, including monotheism, polytheism, pantheism,
and theistic evolution.

Theories of creation and cosmology as articulated by different religious
and philosophical systems.

Concepts of the afterlife, reincarnation, and salvation.

The role of myth, ritual, and symbolism in religious expression.

The psychology and sociology of religion, examining individual and
collective religious behavior.

Ethics, morality, and the articulation of divine law across different
traditions.

Mysticism, esotericism, and the pursuit of direct spiritual experience.

Theological debates, heresies, and reform movements within various
religious histories.



Biographies of Influential Religious Figures

A significant component of the encyclopedia of religion second edition
comprises biographies of the pivotal figures who have shaped religious
thought and practice. These entries provide essential context for
understanding the development of doctrines, the establishment of
institutions, and the spread of religious ideas. Readers can find detailed
accounts of founders like Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha), Jesus Christ,
Muhammad, and Guru Nanak, as well as key theologians, philosophers, and
reformers such as Augustine of Hippo, Thomas Aquinas, Ibn Sina, and Martin
Luther.

The biographical entries not only detail the lives of these individuals but
also critically assess their intellectual contributions, their impact on
their respective traditions, and their enduring legacy. This allows for a
nuanced understanding of how individuals have influenced the trajectory of
religious history and the development of theological discourse.

The Editorial Process and Esteemed Contributors

A Collaborative Effort in Scholarly Excellence

The creation of the encyclopedia of religion second edition was a monumental
undertaking, involving a vast network of leading scholars from around the
world. The editorial board, comprised of distinguished academics in the field
of religious studies, meticulously curated the content, ensuring accuracy,
balance, and comprehensive coverage. This collaborative approach guarantees
that the encyclopedia benefits from diverse perspectives and deep specialized
knowledge across a multitude of religious disciplines.

Each entry is the result of rigorous research, scholarly debate, and careful
peer review. The commitment to academic integrity is evident throughout the
volumes, making it a trusted and authoritative source for anyone engaged in
the study of religion.

Who Contributes to the Encyclopedia?

The contributors to the encyclopedia of religion second edition represent the
highest echelons of academic expertise. These individuals are often:

University professors and researchers specializing in specific religious
traditions or fields of religious studies.

Leading figures in theological seminaries and divinity schools.

Authors of seminal works on religion, mythology, and philosophy.

Experts in comparative religion, anthropology of religion, and the
history of ideas.



The caliber of the contributors ensures that the information presented is not
only factually accurate but also reflects the latest scholarly consensus and
innovative research in the field. This makes the encyclopedia an essential
resource for both novice learners and seasoned academics.

Why the Encyclopedia of Religion Second Edition
is Essential for Researchers

An Indispensable Tool for Academic Study

For students and scholars of religion, the encyclopedia of religion second
edition is an indispensable tool. Its comprehensive nature provides a solid
foundation for understanding complex religious concepts, tracing the
historical development of traditions, and exploring the intricate
relationships between different belief systems. Researchers can rely on the
encyclopedia for authoritative overviews, in-depth analyses, and extensive
bibliographical references that point to further avenues of inquiry.

Whether one is writing a term paper on a specific aspect of Buddhism,
researching the influence of Sufism on Islamic art, or seeking to understand
the theological underpinnings of the Enlightenment, this encyclopedia offers
immediate and reliable access to crucial information. The detailed indexing
and cross-referencing systems further enhance its utility, allowing for
efficient and thorough research.

Navigating Complex Religious Landscapes

In an increasingly interconnected world, understanding the diverse religious
landscape is more important than ever. The encyclopedia of religion second
edition provides a vital resource for navigating this complexity. It offers
objective and nuanced perspectives on religious beliefs and practices,
helping to foster interfaith dialogue and promote a more informed
understanding of global cultures. By demystifying various religious
traditions, it aids in breaking down stereotypes and encouraging mutual
respect.

The encyclopedia's commitment to presenting a balanced view of each tradition
ensures that readers are exposed to a wide range of interpretations and
scholarly viewpoints. This critical approach is essential for developing a
sophisticated understanding of religion as a dynamic and multifaceted human
phenomenon.

The Legacy and Continued Relevance of the
Encyclopedia



A Cornerstone of Religious Scholarship

The encyclopedia of religion second edition has firmly established itself as
a cornerstone of religious scholarship. Its meticulously researched articles
and the collective expertise of its contributors have made it a definitive
reference work that continues to be cited and relied upon in academic
discourse. The work’s enduring influence lies in its ability to synthesize
vast amounts of information into accessible yet scholarly entries, making
complex subjects understandable to a broad audience.

The depth and breadth of its coverage, combined with its commitment to
scholarly rigor, ensure its continued relevance in an ever-evolving academic
landscape. It remains a primary source for foundational knowledge and a
gateway to further, more specialized study.

Adapting to New Religious Developments

While the encyclopedia of religion second edition represents a significant
update, the dynamic nature of religion means that scholarship continues to
evolve. New religious movements emerge, existing traditions adapt and change,
and new scholarly perspectives constantly arise. The value of such a
comprehensive work lies not only in its current content but also in its role
as a benchmark against which future studies can be measured.

For those seeking to understand the multifaceted tapestry of human belief,
the encyclopedia offers a robust and authoritative foundation that continues
to inform and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features and scope of the
Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition?

The Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition, is a comprehensive and
authoritative reference work covering the vast spectrum of religious beliefs,
practices, and traditions worldwide. It features over 3,000 entries,
including extensive coverage of historical and contemporary religions,
theological concepts, ritual practices, mythology, and the social and
cultural dimensions of religion. It is renowned for its scholarly rigor,
broad scope, and accessibility to both specialists and general readers.

Who are the primary contributors and editors of this
edition, and what is their significance?

The Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition, boasts contributions from over
2,000 leading scholars and experts in various fields of religious studies
from around the globe. The editorial board was comprised of distinguished
academics, ensuring the breadth of expertise and the high quality of the
scholarship. This collaborative approach guarantees a diverse range of
perspectives and in-depth analysis.



How does the Second Edition differ from the First
Edition, and what updates were made?

The Second Edition represents a significant update and expansion of the
original work. It includes a substantial number of new entries, revised and
expanded existing articles, and updated bibliographies. Key areas of focus
for the new edition include greater emphasis on non-Western religions, new
religious movements, the intersection of religion and science, and
contemporary religious issues. The digital format also offers enhanced
searchability and accessibility.

What types of religious traditions are most
thoroughly covered in the Encyclopedia of Religion,
Second Edition?

The encyclopedia offers comprehensive coverage of major world religions such
as Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and Sikhism. It also
provides extensive coverage of indigenous religions, ancient religions (like
Egyptian, Greek, and Roman), and East Asian traditions (including
Confucianism and Taoism). The Second Edition particularly enhances its
coverage of the diversity within these traditions and introduces more entries
on newer religious movements and underrepresented faiths.

Is the Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition,
available in a digital format, and what are its
advantages?

Yes, the Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition, is available in a digital
format, often through academic databases and online platforms. The digital
version offers significant advantages, including powerful search
capabilities, cross-referencing between entries, hyperlinked bibliographies,
and the ability to access the content from anywhere with an internet
connection. This enhances the research experience and makes the information
more readily available.

What is the intended audience for the Encyclopedia of
Religion, Second Edition?

The encyclopedia is designed for a broad audience, including academics and
researchers in religious studies, theology, anthropology, sociology, and
history. It is also an invaluable resource for students at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels, as well as for librarians, educators,
journalists, and anyone seeking a reliable and comprehensive understanding of
the world's religions.

How does the Encyclopedia of Religion, Second
Edition, address the diversity of religious
experiences within a single tradition?

The encyclopedia strives to reflect the internal diversity within religious
traditions. It includes entries on various denominations, sects, reform
movements, and differing interpretations of core beliefs and practices. The
contributors are encouraged to highlight the historical development and
regional variations that contribute to this internal complexity, offering a



nuanced understanding rather than a monolithic view.

What kind of information can a user expect to find
about the relationship between religion and other
societal aspects, such as politics or culture?

The Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition, features numerous entries that
explore the intricate relationships between religion and various societal
aspects. This includes topics like religion and politics, religion and art,
religion and law, religion and ethics, and the influence of religion on
social movements and cultural expressions. These entries provide insights
into how religious beliefs and practices shape and are shaped by the broader
social and cultural landscape.

Where can one access or purchase the Encyclopedia of
Religion, Second Edition?

The Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition, is typically available through
major academic libraries and their online databases. It can also be purchased
directly from the publisher (Macmillan Reference USA/Cengage Learning) or
through major online booksellers. Access through academic institutions is
often the most common way for students and researchers to utilize its
extensive content.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to "Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition,"
each starting with and followed by a short description:

1. Introduction to World Religions. This book provides a broad overview of
the major religious traditions practiced across the globe, offering
foundational knowledge for understanding diverse belief systems and
practices. It explores the historical development, key doctrines, and
cultural expressions of religions like Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Judaism. The text serves as an excellent starting point for
anyone seeking to grasp the fundamental tenets and global presence of these
faiths.

2. The Cambridge Dictionary of Religion. Designed as a concise yet
comprehensive reference, this dictionary offers clear and accessible
definitions for a vast array of religious terms, concepts, and figures. It
covers terminology from various traditions, ensuring readers can quickly find
and understand specialized vocabulary encountered in religious studies. Its
alphabetical organization makes it an efficient tool for quick lookups and a
valuable companion to larger encyclopedic works.

3. Understanding Religious Phenomena. This academic work delves into the
theoretical frameworks and methodologies used to study religion as a human
phenomenon. It examines different approaches to understanding religious
experience, belief, and practice, drawing on sociology, anthropology,
psychology, and history. The book encourages critical thinking about how
scholars interpret and analyze the diverse ways religion shapes human life
and societies.

4. A History of Religious Thought. Tracing the evolution of religious ideas



and philosophies throughout history, this book explores the intellectual
currents that have shaped different faiths. It examines key theological
debates, mystical traditions, and reform movements that have influenced
religious discourse and practice over millennia. The narrative provides
context for understanding the development of religious doctrines and their
impact on civilization.

5. Comparing Religious Ethics. This comparative study focuses on the ethical
systems and moral codes that underpin various religious traditions. It
highlights similarities and differences in how religions approach issues of
right and wrong, virtue, and social responsibility. By examining these
ethical frameworks, the book fosters an appreciation for the diverse moral
landscapes of the world's religions.

6. The Sacred in Global Cultures. This exploration examines the pervasive
role of the sacred and the divine across a multitude of cultural contexts. It
analyzes how societies define, interact with, and express their understanding
of the sacred through rituals, symbols, and institutions. The book
illustrates the universal human impulse to connect with something beyond the
ordinary.

7. Mythologies of the World. This volume provides an extensive collection and
analysis of myths from diverse cultures and religious traditions. It explores
the narratives that explain origins, cosmic order, and the human condition,
highlighting common themes and unique cultural expressions. Understanding
these myths offers insight into the worldview and values of different
societies.

8. Practicing Faith: Ritual and Devotion. This book offers an in-depth look
at the diverse practices of worship, ritual, and personal devotion found
within major religions. It explores the significance of ceremonies, prayers,
meditation, and pilgrimage in the lived experience of believers. The text
illuminates how faith is enacted and expressed through tangible actions and
spiritual disciplines.

9. New Religious Movements: Contemporary Challenges. This study examines the
emergence and development of newer religious groups and movements in the
modern world. It analyzes their characteristics, appeal, and societal impact,
addressing common perceptions and misrepresentations. The book provides a
balanced perspective on these dynamic and often misunderstood religious
expressions.
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