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Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test: Discovering Your Divine Calling

Understanding the Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts
Test: A Path to Purpose
Embarking on a journey to understand your unique God-given abilities is a profound and
fulfilling experience. The Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test offers a structured and
insightful framework for individuals seeking to identify and cultivate their spiritual gifts.
Developed by Dr. Elmer Towns, a renowned theologian and author, this test is designed to
help believers discover how God has uniquely equipped them to serve within the church
and the world. By exploring the foundational principles behind spiritual gifts and how the
Elmer Towns assessment illuminates these divine endowments, this article aims to provide
a comprehensive guide for those eager to uncover their spiritual purpose and maximize
their impact.

This exploration will delve into the biblical basis of spiritual gifts, the methodology behind
the Elmer Towns test, and practical ways to apply your discovered gifts. We will examine
common spiritual gifts, understand how the test categorizes them, and discuss the
importance of using these gifts for the advancement of God's kingdom. Ultimately, the
goal is to equip you with the knowledge and tools necessary to confidently step into your
God-ordained calling, fostering spiritual growth and effective ministry.
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What are Spiritual Gifts? A Theological
Perspective
Spiritual gifts, often referred to as charismata, are divine enablements bestowed by the
Holy Spirit upon believers for the purpose of building up the body of Christ. These are not
natural talents or acquired skills, but rather supernatural abilities granted by God for
ministry and service. The New Testament, particularly in the epistles of Paul, extensively
discusses the nature, purpose, and diversity of these gifts. Understanding that each gift is
a unique expression of God's power and grace is central to their proper application.

The primary purpose of spiritual gifts is not personal glorification, but the edification of
the church, the strengthening of fellow believers, and the advancement of God's kingdom.
They are intended to equip individuals to serve effectively, contributing to the overall
health and maturity of the Christian community. Recognizing the diversity of gifts
emphasizes that every member of the body of Christ plays a vital role.

The Foundation of Spiritual Gifts in Scripture
The biblical foundation for spiritual gifts is firmly established in several key passages. The
Apostle Paul, in his letters, provides significant insight into this topic. In 1 Corinthians
chapters 12-14, he addresses the Corinthian church concerning the proper understanding
and use of spiritual gifts, emphasizing unity in diversity. He likens the church to a body,
with each member having different functions but all working together under the headship
of Christ.

Romans chapter 12 also enumerates various gifts, highlighting their importance in
Christian service. Ephesians chapter 4 speaks of gifts given for the equipping of the saints,
for the work of ministry, and for the building up of the body of Christ, until all reach the
unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God. These scriptures underscore that
spiritual gifts are integral to the functioning and growth of the church.

Introducing Dr. Elmer Towns and His Work
Dr. Elmer Towns is a highly respected figure in evangelical Christianity, known for his
extensive work in theology, discipleship, and church growth. As a co-founder of Liberty
University and a prolific author, Dr. Towns has dedicated his life to equipping believers for
effective ministry. His passion for helping individuals discover and utilize their God-given
talents has led to the development of various resources, including his well-regarded
spiritual gifts assessments.

Dr. Towns' approach to spiritual gifts is rooted in a deep understanding of biblical
principles and a practical, pastoral concern for the church. His writings and assessments
are designed to be accessible and actionable, enabling individuals to translate their
understanding of their gifts into tangible acts of service. His decades of experience in
ministry and education lend significant weight and credibility to his teachings on this
subject.



The Methodology of the Elmer Towns Spiritual
Gifts Test
The Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test is meticulously designed to help individuals identify
their dominant spiritual gifts through a series of carefully crafted questions. The test
typically employs a self-assessment format where participants respond to statements
based on their experiences, inclinations, and perceived abilities. These responses are then
tallied and analyzed to reveal a profile of the individual's most prominent spiritual gifts.

The underlying methodology often involves a Likert scale, where respondents rate their
agreement or frequency with certain actions or feelings related to various ministry areas.
This approach allows for a nuanced understanding, recognizing that individuals may
possess multiple gifts to varying degrees. The aim is to provide a clear, data-driven
indication of where an individual's spiritual gifting might lie.

Key Categories of Spiritual Gifts Explored in the Test
The Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test, like many assessments, categorizes spiritual gifts
into distinct areas to facilitate easier identification and understanding. While the exact list
and terminology may vary slightly depending on the specific version of the test, common
categories often align with those found in biblical lists. These categories are designed to
represent the diverse ways the Holy Spirit empowers believers.

Some of the frequently assessed categories include:

Administration: The gift of leadership and organization, enabling effective planning
and execution of ministry activities.

Apostleship: The ability to pioneer new ministries, establish churches, and provide
spiritual leadership in foundational ways.

Discernment of Spirits: The capacity to distinguish between the spirits of God, of
Satan, and of humans, and to identify the true spiritual nature of situations or
individuals.

Evangelism: The gift of sharing the gospel effectively, leading others to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Exhortation: The ability to encourage, motivate, and counsel others, speaking God's
truth in a way that inspires action and growth.

Faith: An extraordinary confidence in God's ability to act, often leading to bold
prayer and impactful ministry in challenging circumstances.

Giving: The generous and cheerful distribution of resources for the support of the
church and its ministries.

Helps: The ability to provide practical assistance and support to others in ministry,
often in behind-the-scenes roles.



Hospitality: The gift of welcoming and caring for guests, creating an environment of
love and acceptance.

Intercession: The gift of praying fervently and effectively for others and for specific
needs.

Knowledge: Receiving divine insight or understanding, often through revelation, to
communicate God's truth.

Leadership: The ability to influence and guide others toward God's purposes,
inspiring vision and direction.

Mercy: The compassionate ability to empathize with and minister to those who are
suffering or in need.

Prophecy: Forth-telling God's message for a specific time and situation, often
involving encouragement, correction, or revelation.

Service: The willingness and ability to serve others in practical ways, meeting needs
within the community.

Teaching: The ability to clearly explain and apply biblical truth, facilitating
understanding and growth in others.

Tongues: A supernatural utterance in a language unknown to the speaker, often
used for private devotion or public prophecy when interpreted.

Interpretation of Tongues: The ability to understand and communicate the
meaning of utterances made in the gift of tongues.

Wisdom: The ability to apply knowledge and insight to practical situations, making
sound, Godly decisions.

How to Interpret Your Elmer Towns Spiritual
Gifts Test Results
Interpreting the results of the Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test is a crucial step in
leveraging its insights for personal growth and ministry. The test typically provides a
report that highlights your most prominent gifts, often presented as a profile or a list of
scores. It's important to view these results not as definitive pronouncements but as
indicators and starting points for further exploration.

Look for the gifts that scored highest, as these are likely your primary spiritual
endowments. Consider the accompanying descriptions to understand the nuances of each
gift and how it might manifest in your life. The test may also reveal secondary or
supporting gifts, which can complement your primary abilities and provide a broader
understanding of your gifting.



Validating Your Gifts Through Experience and
Community
While the test offers valuable insight, the most reliable validation of your spiritual gifts
comes through experience and confirmation within your faith community. Once you have
identified potential gifts, actively seek opportunities to exercise them. Pay attention to
whether these activities feel natural, energizing, and fruitful.

Furthermore, share your test results and your experiences with trusted mentors, pastors,
or fellow believers. Their observations can provide an external perspective, confirming
what you feel and experience. Often, others can see spiritual gifts in us that we may not
fully recognize ourselves. This communal discernment process is vital for accurate
identification and effective utilization.

Putting Your Spiritual Gifts into Practice
Discovering your spiritual gifts is only the first step; the true impact comes from actively
putting them into practice. The church is designed to function as a body where each
member contributes their unique gifts. Identifying your gifts is an invitation to serve more
intentionally and effectively within your local congregation and beyond.

Consider areas of ministry within your church that align with your identified gifts. This
could range from teaching a Sunday school class, serving in the worship team, assisting
with administrative tasks, or engaging in outreach programs. Even outside the church
walls, your spiritual gifts can be a powerful tool for demonstrating God's love and truth in
your community.

Common Spiritual Gifts Identified by the Test
The Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test, drawing from biblical classifications, commonly
identifies a range of gifts that empower believers for service. Understanding these
common gifts helps in recognizing them in yourself and others. Some of the most
frequently recognized gifts include teaching, service, administration, giving, and
exhortation.

Individuals with the gift of teaching often find joy in sharing biblical truths and helping
others understand scripture. Those with the gift of service are often willing to roll up their
sleeves and perform practical tasks that support ministry. The gift of administration allows
individuals to organize and manage resources efficiently, while the gift of giving is
characterized by generosity and a desire to support God's work financially.

The gift of exhortation enables believers to encourage, comfort, and challenge others,
bringing spiritual strength and direction. Recognizing these and other gifts is key to
understanding how you can best contribute to the body of Christ and fulfill your God-given
purpose. The test provides a structured way to explore these varied manifestations of the
Holy Spirit's power.



The Benefits of Discovering and Using Your
Spiritual Gifts
The benefits of identifying and actively using your spiritual gifts are far-reaching,
impacting both the individual believer and the wider Christian community. For the
individual, it fosters a deeper sense of purpose, identity, and fulfillment in their walk with
God. When you are operating in your giftedness, ministry often feels less like a chore and
more like a natural expression of who God has made you to be.

This leads to increased spiritual growth and satisfaction. It also helps to prevent burnout,
as engaging in activities aligned with your natural inclinations is often energizing rather
than draining. Furthermore, it clarifies your role within the church, helping you to avoid
feeling insignificant or unsure of your contribution.

For the church, the active use of spiritual gifts by its members results in a more vibrant,
effective, and healthy body of Christ. When each member contributes according to their
unique gifting, the church is better equipped to fulfill its mission of worship, discipleship,
and outreach. Ministries become stronger, and the overall impact of the church in the
community is enhanced. It promotes a sense of unity and interdependence, as believers
recognize their reliance on one another's gifts.

Navigating Potential Challenges
While the discovery of spiritual gifts is overwhelmingly positive, there can be challenges in
the process. One common hurdle is misinterpreting results or placing too much emphasis
on the test itself rather than on personal experience and biblical guidance. It is important
to remember that the test is a tool, not an infallible oracle.

Another potential challenge is discouragement if the results are not what one expected, or
if one's primary gifts do not immediately translate into a visible ministry role. It may also
be challenging if one's identified gifts do not align with perceived desires or aspirations.
Additionally, there can be tendencies towards pride if one's gifts are recognized, or
conversely, a lack of confidence if gifts are not readily apparent.

Navigating these challenges involves humility, patience, and a continued reliance on the
Holy Spirit. It requires a willingness to experiment, to serve in various capacities, and to
seek wise counsel from spiritual leaders. The journey of discovering and utilizing spiritual
gifts is often a process of growth and refinement, rather than an instant revelation.

Continuing Your Spiritual Gift Development
Discovering your spiritual gifts is not a final destination but rather a starting point for
ongoing growth and development. Just as any skill or talent improves with practice and
intentional development, so too do spiritual gifts flourish when nurtured. This involves a
commitment to learning more about your gifts and seeking ways to enhance their
effectiveness.

Engage in further study of biblical passages related to spiritual gifts. Seek out mentors
who possess similar gifts and observe how they operate. Volunteer for ministries that
allow you to exercise and refine your abilities. Be open to feedback and willing to adjust
your approach as you gain more experience. The Holy Spirit is the ultimate source of these



gifts, and consistent prayer for wisdom and guidance will be invaluable.

Consider taking advanced assessments or participating in workshops focused on spiritual
gifting. Many churches offer discipleship programs that help individuals explore and
utilize their unique contributions. The key is to remain active, engaged, and teachable,
allowing God to continue to shape and equip you for His purposes.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Elmer
Towns Spiritual Gifts Test
Understanding spiritual gifts and how to identify them can bring up many questions. Here
are some common inquiries regarding the Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test and the
broader topic of spiritual gifting.

Can someone have more than one spiritual gift? Yes, it is widely believed and
biblically supported that believers can and often do possess multiple spiritual gifts to
varying degrees. The Elmer Towns test often reflects this by showing a profile of
several gifts, with some being more prominent than others.

What if my test results don't seem accurate? Spiritual gift tests are tools for
guidance, not definitive pronouncements. If your results don't align with your
personal experience or the confirmation of others, re-evaluate the questions,
consider your own self-perception, and seek counsel from trusted spiritual leaders.

How long does it take to discover my spiritual gifts? While a test can provide
initial insights, the full discovery and confirmation of spiritual gifts is often a lifelong
journey. It involves ongoing exploration, experimentation in ministry, and feedback
from the community.

Is it possible to have a spiritual gift and not know it? Absolutely. Sometimes,
spiritual gifts are so natural to a person that they don't recognize them as
supernatural enablements. They might simply see it as their personality or a natural
ability, until confirmed by others or through specific divine encounters.

What is the difference between a spiritual gift and a natural talent? Spiritual
gifts are supernatural abilities empowered by the Holy Spirit for ministry within the
body of Christ. Natural talents are innate abilities or skills that individuals possess,
which can be enhanced by training and practice, but they are not necessarily infused
by the Holy Spirit for ministry purposes. However, God can use natural talents in
conjunction with spiritual gifts.

Can spiritual gifts change over time? While the core gifting is generally
considered permanent, how they are expressed and utilized can develop and mature
over time. As believers grow in their faith and experience, the Lord may also
emphasize or bring forth different gifts for specific seasons of ministry.

The Elmer Towns Spiritual Gifts Test serves as a valuable resource for believers seeking to
understand their unique contributions to the body of Christ. By exploring the biblical



foundations, understanding the test’s methodology, and actively applying discovered gifts,
individuals can embark on a fulfilling journey of purpose and effective service, enriching
both their own lives and the communities they serve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common spiritual gifts identified in
Elmer Towns' work?
Elmer Towns' approach often emphasizes gifts such as teaching, administration, giving,
mercy, service, prophecy, exhortation, faith, and leadership, among others. The specific
categorization can vary slightly depending on the edition or his specific writings, but these
represent some of the frequently highlighted gifts.

How can taking Elmer Towns' spiritual gifts test benefit
my faith journey?
Taking an Elmer Towns' spiritual gifts test can help you discover and understand your
God-given abilities for ministry. This self-awareness can lead to greater confidence in
serving, more effective ministry, and a deeper sense of purpose within your church or
community, allowing you to contribute in ways that align with your strengths.

Are there any criticisms or limitations of Elmer Towns'
spiritual gifts test?
While valuable, some critiques suggest that such tests might oversimplify the complexity
of spiritual gifts or potentially lead to pigeonholing individuals. It's also important to
remember that a test is a tool, and personal reflection, prayer, and the affirmation of
spiritual leaders are crucial for a holistic understanding of one's gifts.

Where can I find or take an Elmer Towns spiritual gifts
assessment?
Elmer Towns' spiritual gifts assessment is often found within his books on the topic, such
as 'The Beginner's Guide to Spiritual Gifts' or 'Get a Life: The Challenge of Following
Jesus.' Many Christian websites and ministries also offer online versions or adaptations of
his assessments, sometimes as part of their resources for spiritual growth.

Is Elmer Towns' spiritual gifts test based on a specific
biblical interpretation of spiritual gifts?
Yes, Elmer Towns' work and assessments are generally rooted in a biblical understanding
of spiritual gifts, often drawing from passages like Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and
Ephesians 4. He typically interprets these passages through a contemporary lens to help
believers identify their practical application in modern ministry.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Elmer Towns' work on spiritual gifts, with descriptions:

1. Discover Your Spiritual Gifts: The Key to a Fulfilling Ministry
This foundational book, often used in conjunction with spiritual gifts assessments, helps
readers identify their God-given abilities. It explains the biblical basis for spiritual gifts
and provides practical steps for discovering and using them within the church. The author
encourages readers to step out in faith and embrace the unique contributions they can
make to the body of Christ. It aims to empower believers to serve with confidence and
purpose.

2. The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For?
While not exclusively about spiritual gifts, this widely popular book strongly emphasizes
understanding your unique design, including your abilities and passions. It guides readers
to explore their God-given talents and how these can be utilized in serving others and
fulfilling their life's purpose. The book encourages introspection and a deep dive into what
makes each individual uniquely equipped by God. It's a journey towards understanding
your place in God's plan, which intrinsically involves your giftedness.

3. Unlocking Your Gifts: Discover and Develop Your God-Given Talents
This title focuses on the practical aspect of identifying and cultivating spiritual gifts. It
provides a framework for readers to move from understanding their gifts to actively
developing them for maximum impact. The book likely offers exercises and reflections
designed to bring dormant talents to life. It champions the idea that discovering gifts is
just the first step; growth and application are crucial.

4. The Gifted Navigator: Finding Your Place in Ministry
This book positions the reader as someone actively navigating their ministry journey. It
suggests that understanding spiritual gifts is like having a map to guide them towards
fulfilling service opportunities. The book likely explores how to align personal giftedness
with the needs of the church and the broader community. It's geared towards helping
individuals find their specific niche and contribute effectively to the Kingdom.

5. The Spirit's Empowerment: Operating in Your God-Given Abilities
This title emphasizes the active role of the Holy Spirit in empowering believers to use
their gifts. It likely delves into the spiritual dimension of giftedness, highlighting the need
for reliance on God's power. The book aims to inspire confidence in using supernatural
abilities for ministry and service. It's about more than just identifying talents; it's about
walking in divine enablement.

6. Your Ministry Blueprint: Mapping Your Spiritual Gifts for Service
This book uses the metaphor of a blueprint to represent the strategic planning and
understanding of one's ministry. It suggests that spiritual gifts are the essential
components of this blueprint, guiding the design of effective service. Readers are likely
encouraged to create a personal plan for ministry based on their identified gifts. It's about
building a meaningful and impactful ministry through intentionality.

7. The Five-Fold Ministry Gifts: Understanding and Utilizing Your Calling
This title specifically addresses the five ministry gifts mentioned in Ephesians 4 (apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers). It delves into the unique functions and



importance of each gift within the church. The book likely explains how these foundational
gifts work together to equip the body of Christ. It's essential reading for understanding
the structure and equipping within the church, which is heavily reliant on these specific
gifts.

8. Discovering Your Calling: A Journey to Purpose and Passion
Similar to other books on purpose, this title emphasizes the connection between spiritual
gifts and one's divine calling. It frames the discovery of gifts as a crucial part of
understanding God's specific purpose for their life. The book encourages a deep
exploration of personal passions as indicators of God's intended direction. It's about living
a life that is both purposeful and passionately pursued.

9. The Art of Spiritual Service: Ministering Effectively with Your Gifts
This title suggests that serving others with spiritual gifts is a skill that can be honed and
perfected. It likely provides practical advice and insights into how to minister effectively
and with excellence. The book encourages a thoughtful and intentional approach to
service, making the most of one's God-given abilities. It's about mastering the practice of
ministry through the wise application of spiritual gifts.
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