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Elden Ring strategy guide: Embarking on the perilous journey through the Lands Between in Elden Ring can be an
exhilarating yet daunting experience. This comprehensive Elden Ring strategy guide is meticulously crafted to
equip Tarnished adventurers with the knowledge and tactics needed to overcome formidable foes, master
intricate combat, and uncover the secrets of this vast open world. From understanding the fundamental
mechanics of character progression and combat to delving into advanced boss strategies and exploration tips,
this guide covers all essential aspects of surviving and thriving in FromSoftware's latest masterpiece. We'll
navigate the initial steps of character creation, explore the importance of early game decisions, and illuminate
the path to becoming a true Elden Lord. Prepare to face the challenges ahead with confidence and strategic
insight.
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Understanding the Fundamentals: Starting Your Elden Ring Journey

The Lands Between presents a breathtakingly vast and dangerous world, and for newcomers to the Souls-like
genre or even seasoned veterans of FromSoftware's previous titles, understanding the core mechanics is



paramount. Elden Ring builds upon familiar foundations while introducing significant new elements that alter
the player experience. This section will break down the essential starting points to ensure your initial steps are
as successful as possible.

Character Creation and Starting Class Selection

Your journey begins with the crucial decision of character creation, which includes selecting a starting class.
While Elden Ring is remarkably flexible, allowing you to mold your character into virtually any build over
time, your starting class significantly influences your early game. Each class begins with a unique distribution
of stats, starting gear, and even a specific starting Keepsake. Consider your preferred playstyle when making
this choice. Do you favor swift, evasive combat, powerful magic, or a more defensive, melee-focused approach?
Each class offers a distinct entry point into the world, and understanding their strengths can give you an
initial advantage.

The Vagabond, for instance, is a solid choice for those who prefer a balanced melee approach with good
starting survivability. The Samurai offers a potent starting weapon and a good Dexterity stat, making them
excellent with katanas. For magic users, the Astrologer provides a strong focus on Intelligence and starting
Sorceries, while the Prophet excels in Faith-based Incantations. Even the Wretch, starting at level 1 with
balanced stats and no initial gear, offers the ultimate blank slate for those who want complete freedom in
their build from the outset.

Essential Early Game Strategies and Tips

The early hours of Elden Ring are critical for establishing a solid foundation. Resourcefulness and observation
are key. Don't be afraid to retreat from overwhelming encounters and explore alternative paths. The open-
world nature of Elden Ring means you're rarely truly stuck; if a particular area or boss proves too difficult,
there's almost always another direction to explore for better gear, increased levels, or valuable crafting
materials. Pay close attention to the tutorial messages that appear on screen, as they often contain vital
information about game mechanics.

A vital early-game tip is to prioritize acquiring Torrent, your spectral steed. This mount is unlocked early in
the game and dramatically enhances exploration speed and mobility, allowing you to escape dangerous
situations more effectively and traverse the vast landscape of Limgrave with ease. Furthermore, familiarize
yourself with the "Sites of Grace." These serve as checkpoints, allowing you to rest, level up, allocate
Flasks, and respawn fallen enemies. Ensure you activate every Site of Grace you encounter.

Another crucial aspect of early game success is gathering Runes. Runes are the primary currency in Elden Ring,
used for leveling up, purchasing items, and upgrading your equipment. Explore the starting area thoroughly,
defeat any weaker enemies you encounter, and don't overlook the benefits of finding Golden Runes scattered
throughout the environment. These consumable items instantly grant you a portion of Runes.

Mastering Elden Ring Combat: Core Mechanics

Combat is the beating heart of Elden Ring, and mastering its nuances is essential for survival. From Software's
signature deliberate and punishing combat system returns, enhanced with new mechanics that offer greater
strategic depth. Understanding how to effectively manage your resources, utilize your abilities, and exploit
enemy weaknesses will be the difference between triumph and repeated demise.



Stamina Management and Its Crucial Role

Stamina is perhaps the most critical resource in Elden Ring combat. Every action you take—attacking, dodging,
sprinting, blocking—consumes stamina. When your stamina bar is depleted, your character becomes vulnerable,
unable to perform these actions until it regenerates. This forces a measured approach to combat, demanding
that players carefully consider each move rather than simply mashing attack buttons.

Effective stamina management involves knowing when to attack, when to defend, and when to retreat. Learn
enemy attack patterns to identify openings for aggression without overextending. Using lighter weapons
generally consumes less stamina per swing, while heavier weapons offer more damage but drain your stamina
faster. Upgrading your Vigor stat also increases your maximum stamina, providing more room for error and
sustained offense.

Timing your dodges is also intrinsically linked to stamina. A well-timed dodge, often referred to as a "roll,"
makes your character momentarily invulnerable, allowing you to phase through attacks. However, repeated
dodging can quickly deplete your stamina, leaving you vulnerable. Therefore, it's crucial to chain dodges
strategically, ensuring you have enough stamina left to attack or block afterwards.

Weapon Skills and Ashes of War

Elden Ring introduces a significant new mechanic: Weapon Skills, often referred to as "Ashes of War." These
special abilities are tied to specific weapon types or can be applied to compatible armaments via Ashes of War
found throughout the world. Weapon Skills offer powerful, unique attacks or buffs that can turn the tide of
a difficult encounter. Learning to effectively utilize these skills, along with managing their own stamina costs,
is a key component of advanced combat.

Ashes of War are incredibly versatile. You can find them on defeated enemies, in chests, or by completing specific
quests. Once acquired, you can apply them to compatible weapons at a Site of Grace, often allowing you to
change a weapon's affinity (e.g., Heavy, Keen, Magic, Fire) and its associated skill. This system allows for
unprecedented build customization and experimentation. For example, an Ash of War like "Bloody Slash" can
inflict significant damage and apply bleed, while "Glintstone Pebble" can provide a ranged magical attack to a
melee weapon.

Each weapon skill has an FP (Focus Point) cost, similar to spells. FP is a separate resource that regenerates
over time or by using Cerulean Flasks. It's important to balance the use of your weapon skills with your FP
pool, ensuring you don't leave yourself unable to cast spells or use other FP-consuming abilities when you
need them most.

Understanding Guard Counters and Dodging

Two fundamental defensive mechanics in Elden Ring are Guard Counters and Dodging. Mastering both is crucial
for surviving the relentless onslaught of enemies.

Dodging, as mentioned, provides invincibility frames that allow you to avoid damage entirely. The direction and
timing of your dodge are critical. Often, dodging into an enemy's attack, rather than away from it, can position
you favorably for a counter-attack. The effectiveness of your dodge is also influenced by your "Equip Load."
A lighter equip load (under 70%) allows for a faster, more agile dodge, while a heavier load results in a
slower, less effective "fat roll."

Guard Counters are a new mechanic introduced in Elden Ring. If you successfully block an enemy attack with a
shield, you can immediately follow up with a strong counter-attack. This Guard Counter deals significant



poise damage to the enemy, and if you break their poise, they will be staggered, leaving them open for a critical
hit. This makes shields much more offensively viable than in previous titles. However, blocking also consumes
stamina, and a powerful hit can break your guard, leaving you staggered and vulnerable. Therefore, even when
blocking, managing your stamina and knowing when to release the block to prepare for a Guard Counter is
essential.

Exploration and Discovery in the Lands Between

Elden Ring's world is its greatest strength. The Lands Between is a sprawling, interconnected landscape filled
with hidden secrets, optional areas, and numerous challenges. Effective exploration is not just about finding
your way forward but about discovering the resources, lore, and advantages that will aid your progression.

Navigating the Open World and Finding Key Locations

Limgrave, the starting region, serves as an excellent introduction to the open-world design. The map is
gradually revealed as you find Map Fragments, typically located at obelisks on the roads. Pay attention to
the environment for visual cues: glowing trees often indicate valuable items, while distinctive rock formations
or ruins might hide dungeons or treasures.

Torrent, your spectral steed, is invaluable for traversing the vast distances. Use its double-jump ability to
reach elevated areas or cross small gaps. Spiritsprings, gusts of wind found in specific locations, allow
Torrent to perform massive leaps, granting access to otherwise unreachable areas. Sites of Grace also serve
as fast travel points, allowing you to quickly return to previously discovered locations.

Be mindful of enemy placement and environmental hazards. Not every encounter is mandatory. If you find yourself
overwhelmed, consider disengaging and exploring a different path. The game often encourages backtracking and
revisiting areas once you've acquired new abilities or items that open up new possibilities.

Utilizing Spirit Ashes and Summons

Spirit Ashes are a significant new addition that can greatly assist players, particularly those struggling
with certain encounters or preferring a less challenging experience. These consumable items allow you to
summon spectral allies to fight alongside you. Each Spirit Ash has unique characteristics, from tanky knights
that draw enemy aggro to agile attackers or supportive casters.

Spirit Ashes can only be summoned at specific locations marked by a tombstone icon on your HUD, usually in
dungeons, catacombs, or during boss fights. To summon spirits, you will need a Spirit Jellyfish or a specific
Spirit Calling Bell, which can be acquired early in the game. The best Spirit Ashes often require specific Spirit
Jellyfish Ashes to be upgraded at the Church of Elleh by Roderika.

Choosing the right Spirit Ash for a particular situation can be a game-changer. For boss fights where you need
to create space to heal or cast spells, a tanky Spirit Ash like the Lhutel the Headless or the Black Knife Tiche
can be invaluable. For general crowd control, the wolves or skeleton militiamen can provide distractions.
Experiment with different Spirit Ashes to find what best complements your playstyle and the challenges you
face.



Questlines and NPC Interactions

Elden Ring features a rich tapestry of NPC questlines, each with its own narrative progression and potential
rewards. Unlike many RPGs, these questlines are often obscure and can be easily missed or failed if certain
conditions aren't met or if you progress too far in the main story without completing specific steps.

It's advisable to speak with every NPC you encounter multiple times, as they may offer new dialogue or quest
triggers after you rest at a Site of Grace or advance the main story. Keep track of NPC locations and the
items they request. Some NPCs offer vital services, such as merchants selling unique items or blacksmiths who
can upgrade your weapons. Others might offer valuable lore or unique spirit ashes and spells as rewards for
completing their personal stories.

Be cautious with your choices. Some dialogue options or actions can lead to an NPC becoming hostile or their
questline becoming permanently inaccessible. If you're unsure about a particular interaction, it's often best to
proceed with caution or consult external resources if you're committed to completing a specific questline.

Boss Strategies for Common Elden Ring Challenges

Bosses are the ultimate test of your skills and preparation in Elden Ring. From the imposing Tree Sentinel in
Limgrave to the dreaded Malenia, Blade of Miquella, each boss presents a unique set of mechanics and
challenges that require specific strategies to overcome.

General Boss Fight Approaches

Before diving into specific bosses, it's important to adopt a general approach to boss encounters. First,
observation is key. Spend the initial attempts of a boss fight primarily on defensive maneuvers, learning their
attack patterns, tells, and the rhythm of their movements. Identify safe windows to attack and moments where
you absolutely must evade.

Second, preparation is vital. Ensure your weapons are upgraded to the best of your ability. Allocate your
Flasks of Crimson Tears (HP) and Cerulean Tears (FP) based on your build and the expected demands of the
fight. If a boss is particularly resistant to certain damage types, consider using an item or weapon with a
different affinity, or apply an appropriate greases to your weapon.

Third, utilize your Spirit Ashes and Summons. As discussed, these allies can draw enemy attention, providing
you with crucial breathing room to heal, reposition, or unleash a flurry of attacks. Choosing the right
summon for the job can significantly alter the difficulty of a boss fight.

Finally, manage your stamina and positioning. Never get greedy with attacks. Always leave enough stamina to
dodge or block a counter-attack. Maintaining good positioning can help you avoid area-of-effect (AoE)
attacks and create opportunities for your own offense.

Specific Boss Encounters and Weaknesses

While a comprehensive list of every boss strategy would be extensive, here are a few common early to mid-game
bosses and general approaches:



Tree Sentinel: Often the first major roadblock for new players. Its wide, sweeping attacks can be
difficult to dodge. Staying behind the horse and using Torrent for quick charges and attacks, then
dismounting to get a few hits in during its recovery animations, can be effective. Alternatively, focus on
blocking with a good shield and using Guard Counters.

Margit, the Fell Omen: A formidable early-game boss with aggressive melee and magical attacks. Margit's
attacks are well-telegraphed, making dodging into his swings a viable strategy. Spirit Ashes that can
tank damage, like the Lone Wolf Ashes, are highly recommended to create openings.

Godrick the Grafted: This boss has two distinct phases. In the first, he uses his grafted arm for powerful
swings and throws. In the second phase, he infuses his arm with fire. Staying close and attacking after his
combos, and being mindful of his AoE ground slams, is crucial.

Rennala, Queen of the Full Moon: Rennala has a unique two-phase fight. Phase one involves her
teleporting and summoning spectral knights. You must break the golden shields surrounding her to make
her vulnerable. Phase two sees her using powerful magic attacks, requiring careful dodging and the use
of ranged attacks or spells if you have them.

Remember that many bosses have elemental weaknesses or resistances. Experimenting with different damage types
can reveal exploitable vulnerabilities.

Advanced Elden Ring Strategies

Once you have a solid grasp of the fundamentals, you can begin to delve into more advanced strategies that
will further enhance your effectiveness in the Lands Between. This involves refining your character build,
mastering crafting, and understanding the nuances of multiplayer interaction.

Build Diversification and Stat Allocation

Elden Ring offers unparalleled build diversity. Your character's stats—Vigor (HP), Mind (FP), Endurance
(Stamina/Equip Load), Strength, Dexterity, Intelligence, Faith, and Arcane—dictate your capabilities. A well-
thought-out stat allocation is the cornerstone of any successful build.

Melee Builds: Typically focus on Strength or Dexterity, with sufficient Vigor and Endurance. Strength
builds favor heavier weapons and higher physical damage, while Dexterity builds excel with faster
weapons and often benefit from status effects like Bleed or Frostbite.

Magic Builds: Intelligence builds focus on Sorceries, requiring high Intelligence and Mind. Faith builds
utilize Incantations, demanding high Faith and Mind. Hybrid builds can invest in both Intelligence and Faith
for a wider range of spells.

Status Effect Builds: Arcane stat often plays a crucial role here, boosting the effectiveness of Bleed,
Poison, and other status effects. These builds can be incredibly powerful against many enemies and
bosses.

As you progress, you will find Larval Tears, which allow you to reallocate your stats at Rennala after
defeating her. This provides flexibility to experiment with different builds or respec if your current approach
isn't working.



Crafting and Item Usage

The crafting system in Elden Ring is a robust addition that allows you to create a wide array of useful items,
from potent consumables to ammunition and weapon greases. You'll need to find Crafting Recipes throughout
the world, often by defeating specific enemies or exploring dungeons.

Key crafting items to prioritize include:

Greases: These temporary buffs can add elemental damage or status effects to your weapons, such as
Fire Grease, Lightning Grease, or Poison Grease.

Throwing Knives and Pots: Various pots can be crafted, like Fire Pots for area damage or Sleep Pots to
incapacitate enemies.

Arrows and Bolts: Essential for ranged combat builds.

Status-healing items: Such as Neutralizing Boluses to cure poison.

Keeping a steady supply of useful crafted items can significantly ease your journey. Always be on the lookout
for new crafting recipes and the materials needed to create them.

Multiplayer and Co-op Considerations

Elden Ring features robust online multiplayer, allowing for cooperative play and player-versus-player (PvP)
encounters. Engaging in co-op can make challenging bosses or areas more manageable by teaming up with other
players.

To summon other players, you'll need to use the Tarnished's Furled Finger to create a summon sign. Other
players can then use the Finger to find your sign and summon you into their world. Conversely, you can use the
Red Furl �� Coded Finger to invade other players' worlds for PvP combat. Receiving a golden hue on your
summon sign indicates it is visible to other players.

Communication in Elden Ring is limited to in-game messages left by players. These messages can offer hints,
warnings, or sometimes, playful misdirection. Be discerning when reading player messages, but they can often
provide valuable insights into the game world or hidden secrets.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most effective early-game weapon types in Elden Ring, and
where can I find them?

Early on, straight swords like the Lordsworn's Straight Sword (found on soldiers near the Warmaster's
Shack) or curved swords like the Scimitar (starting weapon for the Warrior class or found in Limgrave) are
versatile and have good scaling. Uchigatanas are also excellent for bleed builds. Axes and hammers can
stagger enemies effectively. Look for these in chests, enemy drops, and starting class equipment in Limgrave and
Weeping Peninsula.



How can I optimize my build for a strength-focused playthrough?

For a strength build, prioritize leveling Vigor and Endurance for survivability and wielding heavier weapons.
Focus on weapons with high Strength scaling, such as Greatswords, Colossal Swords, or Greathammers.
Look for ashes of war that enhance strength scaling or provide useful weapon arts like Lion's Claw or Giant
Hunt. Don't neglect your equip load to maintain a medium roll.

What are the best strategies for dealing with Malenia, Blade of Miquella?

Malenia is notoriously difficult. Her Waterfowl Dance attack is particularly deadly; learning to dodge it
consistently is crucial, often involving dodging into her first few flurries and then away. Weapon arts that
provide hyper armor or staggers, like charged heavy attacks or certain weapon skills, can interrupt her.
Status effects like Frostbite or Scarlet Rot can also be effective. Consider using Spirit Ashes like the Mimic
Tear or Black Knife Tiche to draw aggro and deal damage.

How do Spirit Ashes work, and which are considered the best for general
use?

Spirit Ashes are summonable allies that consume FP to appear. They can draw aggro, deal damage, and apply
status effects. The Mimic Tear is widely considered one of the best due to its ability to duplicate your current
build and equipment. The Black Knife Tiche is excellent for its aggressive playstyle and percentage-based damage.
Other strong options include the Lhutel the Headless for its survivability and the Cleanrot Knight Finlay for
its healing and buffing capabilities.

What are the most efficient ways to farm Runes and level up quickly?

Early game, the Trolls in Limgrave are a good source. Later, the area before Mohgwyn Palace, specifically the
Albinauric enemies near the Palace Approach Ledge-Road Site of Grace, is a highly popular and efficient farming
spot. Using Golden Scarab talisman and Gold-Pickled Fowl Foot consumable will further boost Rune gains.
Repeatedly defeating these enemies provides a steady stream of Runes for leveling.

Which spells or incantations are most powerful for a magic or faith build
respectively?

For Sorcery (Intelligence builds), Comet Azur is incredibly powerful for melting bosses when combined with
Cerulean Hidden Tear. Ranni's Dark Moon and Loretta's Greatbow offer excellent range and damage. For
Incantations (Faith builds), Black Flame spells like Black Flame, Black Flame Blade, and Surge, Death Blight,
and Pest Threads are very effective. Catch Flame is a great close-range option, and healing incantations are
essential for support.

What are the key mechanics for managing Stamina and Equip Load
effectively?

Stamina governs attacking, dodging, blocking, and sprinting. Always be mindful of your stamina bar; never
deplete it fully, as you'll be vulnerable. Equipping heavier armor or weapons increases your Equip Load.
Staying below 70% of your total Equip Load ensures a medium roll, which is essential for dodging. Higher
Equip Load reduces your dodge distance and increases stamina consumption. Prioritize Endurance to increase
your Stamina and Equip Load capacity.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Elden Ring strategy guides, each starting with and followed by a short
description:



1. The Tarnished's Tome: A Comprehensive Elden Ring Journey
This guide meticulously maps out every corner of the Lands Between, offering detailed strategies for
overcoming challenging bosses and exploring hidden areas. It delves into the nuances of character builds,
weapon upgrades, and the most effective use of Ashes of War. Players will find invaluable advice on
navigating treacherous dungeons and uncovering the lore behind the game's intricate narrative.

2. Ironclad Strategies: Mastering Elden Ring's Combat
Focusing specifically on the combat mechanics, this book breaks down enemy attack patterns, boss
vulnerabilities, and advanced dodging and parrying techniques. It provides expert tips on weapon selection, spell
casting, and the optimal times to unleash powerful skills. Players seeking to hone their fighting prowess and
conquer even the most formidable foes will find this an essential resource.

3. Whispers of the Erdtree: Lore and Secrets of Elden Ring
Beyond mere mechanics, this title delves deep into the rich lore of Elden Ring, explaining the history of the Golden
Order, the demigods, and the origins of the Shattering. It uncovers hidden questlines, deciphered cryptic item
descriptions, and offers theories on the game's many mysteries. This book is perfect for those who want to
understand the narrative context of their journey through the Lands Between.

4. The Ashen One's Arsenal: Weapon and Build Optimization
Dedicated to character customization, this guide meticulously details the strengths and weaknesses of every
weapon, spell, and incantation available in Elden Ring. It offers sample builds tailored for various playstyles,
from aggressive melee fighters to powerful sorcerers, and explains how to synergize equipment and stats for
maximum effectiveness. Players will learn how to craft the ultimate Tarnished to suit their individual
approach.

5. Navigating the Mistwood: Elden Ring Exploration Guide
This book serves as an indispensable companion for exploring every inch of the vast open world of Elden Ring. It
highlights key landmarks, hidden pathways, and optimal routes for efficient travel and discovery. Players will
be guided to valuable loot, optional bosses, and secluded grace sites, ensuring no significant area is missed on
their quest.

6. The Crucible's Edge: Advanced Elden Ring Tactics
Designed for players who have a grasp of the basics, this guide pushes the boundaries with advanced combat
strategies and exploit discoveries. It covers nuanced boss fight mechanics, optimal farming methods for rare
items, and ways to overcome notoriously difficult encounters. Those looking to truly master Elden Ring’s
challenges will find innovative approaches within these pages.

7. Glintstone Secrets: A Sorcerer's Guide to Elden Ring
This specialized title caters to those who prefer wielding magical power, offering in-depth analysis of all
sorceries and their effective application. It details the best staffs, talismans, and stat allocations for
maximizing magical damage and utility. Players will learn how to unleash devastating spells and become a
formidable arcane force in the Lands Between.

8. The Golden Order's Fall: Understanding Elden Ring's Narrative
This book offers a narrative-focused approach to Elden Ring, dissecting the motivations and histories of the
shardbearers and the underlying causes of the world's broken state. It provides a chronological breakdown of
key events and interprets the symbolism present in the game's environments and characters. Lore enthusiasts will
appreciate the deep dive into the game's story.

9. From Tarnished to Lord: A Complete Elden Ring Walkthrough
This is the ultimate comprehensive walkthrough, guiding players step-by-step from the beginning of their journey
to its conclusion. It covers all main quests, significant side quests, and essential progression points, ensuring
no player gets permanently stuck. With clear instructions and strategic advice for every major obstacle, this
book guarantees a smooth and successful path to becoming Elden Lord.
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