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Dr. Umar Johnson has emerged as a prominent and often polarizing figure in
discussions surrounding Black history, education, and self-determination.
Known for his strong advocacy and distinctive style, he frequently addresses
audiences on topics ranging from African American culture and socio-economic
empowerment to critical race theory and historical narratives. This
comprehensive article delves into the multifaceted career and public persona
of Dr. Umar Johnson, exploring his educational background, his key messages
and activism, the organizations he is associated with, and the controversies
that have often surrounded his public statements and interpretations of
history. We will examine the impact of his work, the criticisms leveled
against him, and the broader context of his influence within the Black
community and beyond, providing readers with a well-rounded understanding of
this significant contemporary voice.
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Dr. Umar Johnson: An Overview of His Background
and Philosophy

Dr. Umar Johnson is a figure who commands attention, recognized for his
articulate delivery and unwavering commitment to what he terms "Black
empowerment" and "Black liberation." His public addresses, often delivered
with a passionate and direct style, resonate with a significant segment of
the African American population seeking to understand and address the
historical and contemporary challenges faced by Black people. At the core of
his philosophy is a belief in the necessity of Black people taking control of
their own educational, economic, and social destinies, often through a lens
that emphasizes self-reliance and a critical examination of societal
structures. He consistently advocates for a deeper understanding and
appreciation of Black history, arguing that this knowledge is fundamental to
fostering pride, identity, and a collective vision for the future.

His approach frequently involves dissecting current events and historical
occurrences through the framework of racial dynamics, particularly as they
have impacted the African diaspora. Dr. Johnson's extensive public speaking
engagements, online presence, and the distribution of his lectures and
writings have cemented his status as a prominent voice in conversations about
race, education, and cultural preservation. He often uses historical figures
and events as touchstones to illustrate his points, connecting past struggles
with present-day realities. This focus on historical context is a cornerstone
of his message, aiming to equip his audience with a more complete
understanding of their heritage and the forces that have shaped their



experiences.

Early Life and Educational Journey of Dr. Umar
Johnson

The educational and personal background of Dr. Umar Johnson provides context
for his present-day advocacy. Born in Pennsylvania, his early life
experiences and upbringing are often referenced as influences on his
worldview. His academic pursuits have been a significant aspect of his public
persona, with his credentials often a subject of discussion. He has spoken
about his educational path, highlighting his commitment to learning and his
efforts to attain advanced degrees. Understanding his foundational education
is crucial for appreciating the intellectual underpinnings of his
philosophical and political stances.

Johnson has often emphasized the importance of formal education, particularly
in understanding historical narratives and societal structures. He has spoken
about his experiences as a student and educator, which he uses to inform his
critiques of existing educational systems. The details of his academic
journey, including the institutions he attended and the subjects he studied,
are frequently shared as evidence of his commitment to knowledge and
intellectual development, serving as a basis for his authority in public
discourse. His scholarly interests appear to span a range of disciplines,
including history, psychology, and sociology, all of which he integrates into
his analyses of the Black experience.

Core Messages and Activism of Dr. Umar Johnson

The activism and public messaging of Dr. Umar Johnson are characterized by a
strong emphasis on empowering the Black community and fostering a sense of
collective responsibility. He is a vocal advocate for a paradigm shift in how
Black people approach education, economics, and cultural preservation. His
speeches and writings often carry a powerful call to action, urging
individuals to take proactive steps toward self-improvement and community
advancement. He posits that a deeper understanding of Black history is not
merely an academic pursuit but a critical tool for liberation and self-
determination in the present day.

Promoting Black Self-Sufficiency and Economic
Empowerment

A central tenet of Dr. Umar Johnson's message is the imperative for Black



self-sufficiency and economic empowerment. He frequently critiques the
economic disparities that exist within the Black community and calls for a
deliberate effort to build and control Black-owned businesses and
institutions. His philosophy suggests that true liberation is intrinsically
linked to economic independence, enabling Black communities to break free
from systems that perpetuate dependency. He often uses historical examples of
Black economic success and resilience to inspire contemporary action,
encouraging the reinvestment of capital within Black communities and the
prioritization of Black labor and entrepreneurship.

Johnson's advocacy for economic empowerment extends to promoting financial
literacy and responsible stewardship of resources. He often highlights the
importance of building generational wealth and creating sustainable economic
structures that can benefit future generations. This focus on economic
independence is presented not just as a matter of financial well-being but as
a strategic imperative for political and social agency. His message
encourages a rejection of external reliance and a cultivation of internal
strength and resources, aiming to foster a robust and self-sustaining Black
economy.

Critiques of the American Education System and the
Push for Black Nationalism

Dr. Umar Johnson is a vocal critic of the prevailing American education
system, which he argues often fails to adequately represent or validate the
experiences and contributions of Black people. He frequently asserts that
mainstream educational curricula are Eurocentric and can contribute to the
alienation and disempowerment of Black students. In response to these
perceived shortcomings, Johnson is a proponent of Black nationalism,
advocating for the establishment of independent Black educational
institutions that can offer curricula tailored to the needs and cultural
contexts of Black youth. His vision includes schools that foster Black pride,
critical thinking, and a deep understanding of Black history and culture.

This push for Black nationalism, as articulated by Johnson, is not solely
about educational reform but encompasses a broader philosophy of Black
community control. He believes that Black people must actively work to create
and sustain institutions that serve their unique interests and aspirations.
This includes institutions related to education, economic development, and
cultural production. His arguments often draw parallels to historical
movements that emphasized Black self-reliance and community building as
pathways to empowerment and liberation from systemic oppression. He sees
Black nationalism as a necessary framework for achieving true autonomy.



Historical Interpretations and the Importance of
Black History

Dr. Umar Johnson places immense value on the accurate and comprehensive study
of Black history. He frequently asserts that a thorough understanding of the
past is crucial for comprehending present-day social and racial dynamics. His
lectures and writings often delve into historical periods and events,
offering interpretations that challenge dominant narratives and highlight the
agency and resilience of Black people. He emphasizes that Black history is
not merely a collection of struggles and oppressions but also a testament to
innovation, resistance, and cultural achievement. He advocates for a rigorous
and critical engagement with historical sources, encouraging individuals to
question accepted interpretations and seek out alternative perspectives.

Johnson’s approach to Black history is characterized by a deep commitment to
uncovering and disseminating information that he believes has been
marginalized or misrepresented by mainstream historical accounts. He often
highlights the achievements of Black inventors, scholars, artists, and
political leaders, aiming to provide his audience with a more complete and
inspiring portrait of their heritage. His work suggests that reclaiming and
celebrating Black history is an essential component of cultural preservation
and a vital tool for building a strong sense of identity and purpose. He sees
the study of Black history as an ongoing process of discovery and
empowerment.

Organizations and Initiatives Associated with
Dr. Umar Johnson

Dr. Umar Johnson has been associated with and has played a role in various
organizations and initiatives aimed at fostering Black empowerment and
education. These affiliations are often central to his public work and
provide a platform for his advocacy. His involvement with these groups
underscores his commitment to practical action and community building,
extending beyond his public speaking and theoretical discourse. Understanding
these connections offers insight into the tangible efforts he has undertaken
to advance his philosophical objectives.

The Frederick Douglass Family School and its Mission

One of the key initiatives with which Dr. Umar Johnson has been associated is
the Frederick Douglass Family School. This endeavor is presented as an
educational institution dedicated to providing an Afrocentric curriculum and
fostering a strong sense of Black identity and history in its students. The
school's mission aligns with Johnson's broader advocacy for Black educational



self-determination, aiming to offer an alternative to mainstream educational
models that he critiques. The educational philosophy of the Frederick
Douglass Family School often emphasizes the importance of cultural relevance,
historical accuracy from an Afrocentric perspective, and the development of
critical consciousness among its students.

The Frederick Douglass Family School, through its programs and educational
approach, seeks to cultivate leaders and scholars who are deeply connected to
their heritage and equipped to address the challenges facing the Black
community. The curriculum is designed to incorporate the study of Black
history, literature, and culture in a comprehensive manner, often with the
goal of instilling pride and a sense of agency. Johnson's involvement with
such an institution highlights his commitment to creating tangible
educational resources that embody his pedagogical and philosophical
principles, aiming to provide a nurturing and empowering learning environment
for Black children.

The Uhuru Movement Connection

Dr. Umar Johnson has also been linked to the Uhuru Movement, a Black
liberation movement that advocates for African self-determination and
economic independence. The Uhuru Movement, also known as the African People's
Socialist Party, has a long history of activism focused on issues of racial
justice and economic empowerment for African people. Johnson's association
with this movement reflects a shared commitment to principles of Black
nationalism and community control, with a focus on building Black
institutions and challenging systemic oppression. His participation in events
and discussions related to the Uhuru Movement indicates a philosophical
alignment with their broader goals for Black liberation.

The Uhuru Movement's platform often emphasizes the need for Black people to
build their own economic base and political power, independently of existing
systems. This resonates with many of Johnson's core messages regarding self-
sufficiency and the importance of Black-owned enterprises. His engagement
with the movement suggests a belief in the efficacy of organized political
and economic action as a means to achieve Black liberation. The movement's
work in areas such as economic development, community organizing, and
political advocacy aligns with Johnson's overarching vision for the
empowerment of the African diaspora.

Key Themes in Dr. Umar Johnson's Public
Discourse

The public discourse presented by Dr. Umar Johnson is rich with
interconnected themes that consistently advocate for Black empowerment,



historical understanding, and community development. His message is
multifaceted, weaving together critiques of existing societal structures with
visions for a liberated Black future. These recurring themes form the bedrock
of his appeal and influence, resonating with audiences seeking intellectual
and practical guidance for navigating issues of race and identity.

The Role of Knowledge in Liberation

A foundational theme in Dr. Umar Johnson's discourse is the indispensable
role of knowledge in achieving Black liberation. He consistently argues that
a profound and accurate understanding of history, particularly Black history,
is not merely academic but a critical tool for empowerment. Johnson posits
that historical narratives, when correctly understood and taught, can
dismantle internalized oppression, foster racial pride, and provide a roadmap
for future progress. He believes that ignorance of one's heritage or the
acceptance of distorted historical accounts can perpetuate cycles of
dependency and disempowerment. Therefore, his work emphasizes the critical
importance of education and intellectual development as primary drivers of
social and political change for Black people.

Johnson frequently highlights how the control of historical narratives has
been used as a tool of oppression. He champions the reclamation of authentic
Black history, emphasizing the achievements, resilience, and intellectual
contributions of African people throughout time. This pursuit of knowledge,
in his view, is an act of resistance and a pathway to reclaiming agency. He
encourages his audience to become critical consumers of information, to
question dominant narratives, and to actively seek out and disseminate
knowledge that affirms and uplifts the Black experience. This commitment to
knowledge as a liberatory force is a consistent thread throughout his public
engagements.

Addressing Systemic Racism and its Legacy

Dr. Umar Johnson's public pronouncements are deeply rooted in an analysis of
systemic racism and its enduring legacy. He consistently addresses how
historical injustices, such as slavery, Jim Crow laws, and ongoing
discriminatory practices, have created and perpetuated racial inequalities
that continue to affect Black communities. His discourse often dissects
contemporary social, economic, and political issues through the lens of
racial power dynamics, arguing that these disparities are not accidental but
are the result of deliberate and embedded systems of oppression. He
frequently points to the economic disadvantages, educational inequities, and
criminal justice disparities faced by Black people as direct consequences of
this systemic racism.

Johnson's approach involves not only identifying the manifestations of racism



but also exploring its historical roots and psychological impacts. He
discusses how these systems can create internalized oppression and hinder the
full potential of Black individuals and communities. His advocacy often calls
for collective action and the development of strategies to dismantle these
oppressive structures and counteract their effects. This involves a
multifaceted approach that includes educational reform, economic empowerment
initiatives, and a heightened awareness of racial dynamics in all aspects of
life. He urges his audience to understand the deep historical context of
present-day challenges.

The Importance of Family and Community

Integral to Dr. Umar Johnson's philosophy is a strong emphasis on the
importance of family and community in the context of Black empowerment and
survival. He often speaks about the need to strengthen Black families,
viewing them as foundational units for cultural transmission and the
nurturing of racial identity. Johnson frequently highlights the historical
role of the Black family as a site of resilience and resistance, even amidst
immense societal pressures and historical disruptions. His message advocates
for a return to traditional values of collective responsibility and mutual
support within Black communities, emphasizing that individual advancement is
intrinsically linked to the well-being of the collective.

Furthermore, Johnson stresses the significance of building and supporting
Black-led institutions and organizations that serve the needs of the
community. He advocates for a spirit of cooperation and solidarity among
Black people, encouraging them to pool resources, share knowledge, and work
together towards common goals. This focus on community is presented as a
vital countermeasure to the isolating effects of systemic racism and a
necessary foundation for achieving self-determination. His discourse often
paints a picture of a strong, unified Black community that can collectively
overcome challenges and build a prosperous future. He views strong familial
and communal bonds as essential for cultural continuity and strength.

Controversies and Criticisms Surrounding Dr.
Umar Johnson

Dr. Umar Johnson, throughout his public career, has been a subject of
significant discussion and, at times, controversy. His outspoken nature,
coupled with his interpretations of history and his advocacy for specific
ideologies, has led to scrutiny from various quarters. These controversies
often stem from his academic credentials, the nature of his public
statements, and specific allegations that have been made against him.
Understanding these criticisms is essential for a balanced perspective on his
influence and public reception.



Academic Credentials and Qualifications

One area that has frequently drawn attention and criticism regarding Dr. Umar
Johnson relates to his academic credentials and qualifications. While he
often refers to himself as "Dr. Umar Johnson," questions have been raised by
critics about the validity and recognition of the doctoral degree he holds.
The specific institution from which he received his doctorate, as well as the
nature of his studies and dissertation, have been subjects of debate. Critics
have questioned whether his academic background fully aligns with the
authority he asserts in his public discourse, particularly concerning his
critiques of established academic and historical frameworks.

These discussions often involve scrutiny of the accreditation of the
institutions he attended and the scholarly rigor of his doctoral work. The
debate surrounding his credentials has sometimes overshadowed the substance
of his messages for some segments of the public, while for others, it has
been seen as an attempt to discredit his work. Johnson himself has often
defended his academic path, asserting that his knowledge and understanding
are grounded in extensive research and lived experience, in addition to his
formal education. This ongoing dialogue highlights the importance of academic
validation in public intellectualism.

Rhetoric and Public Statements

The rhetoric and public statements made by Dr. Umar Johnson have often been a
source of controversy. His style is frequently characterized by its
assertiveness, directness, and at times, confrontational tone. He is known
for making strong pronouncements on a wide range of social and political
issues, often employing provocative language to emphasize his points. Critics
argue that some of his statements can be divisive, inflammatory, or based on
unsubstantiated claims, particularly when discussing sensitive topics related
to race, gender, and historical interpretation.

Specific instances of his commentary have been met with strong reactions,
leading to accusations of promoting conspiracy theories, making
generalizations, or engaging in rhetoric that could be seen as harmful. For
example, his critiques of certain historical figures or contemporary societal
trends, while intended to provoke thought, have sometimes been perceived as
overly aggressive or lacking in nuance. This aspect of his public persona has
led to a polarized reception, with supporters viewing his frankness as a
necessary element of honest discourse and critics seeing it as a liability
that undermines his credibility. The impact of his rhetoric on public
discourse remains a significant point of contention.



Allegations and Public Scrutiny

Beyond debates over his rhetoric and academic background, Dr. Umar Johnson
has also faced various allegations and periods of intense public scrutiny.
These have ranged from accusations concerning financial dealings and
organizational management to more personal matters that have surfaced in the
public domain. Such allegations, regardless of their ultimate substantiation,
have contributed to the complex and often contentious public perception of
him. The intense media and public focus on these issues has at times
presented challenges for his ability to focus on his core advocacy work.

The nature of these allegations has varied, but they have consistently placed
Dr. Johnson under a microscope, with critics and followers alike dissecting
every detail. This heightened scrutiny is often a consequence of his
prominent public profile and the strong opinions he expresses. Navigating
these controversies has become a significant part of his public narrative,
influencing how his message is received and interpreted by different
audiences. The constant examination of his actions and associations
contributes to the ongoing public conversation surrounding his role as a
public figure and advocate.

The Impact and Influence of Dr. Umar Johnson

Dr. Umar Johnson has undeniably carved out a significant niche for himself as
a public intellectual and activist, wielding considerable influence within
certain circles. His impact is most notably felt within segments of the
African American community, where his messages of empowerment, self-reliance,
and historical consciousness resonate deeply. His reach extends through
various platforms, including his extensive speaking engagements, digital
content, and the organizations he is associated with, all of which contribute
to his widespread recognition and the impact of his work.

Reach within the Black Community

The influence of Dr. Umar Johnson is particularly pronounced within many
Black communities, where he has cultivated a substantial following. His
passionate delivery and focus on issues of racial justice, economic
empowerment, and cultural pride strike a chord with individuals seeking to
understand and address the systemic challenges faced by African Americans.
His lectures and online content are widely shared, and he is a frequent
presence at community events and conferences aimed at Black audiences. This
broad reach is indicative of a demand for the perspectives and calls to
action that he offers, resonating with those who feel alienated or
underserved by mainstream narratives and institutions.



Many of his followers find his direct approach to discussing race and
inequality to be empowering and validating. They see him as a voice that
speaks truth to power and offers practical strategies for advancement. His
emphasis on Black history and self-determination provides a framework for
understanding present-day struggles and for envisioning a more equitable
future. This connection with his audience is a testament to his ability to
articulate concerns and aspirations that are deeply felt within the
community, solidifying his position as a prominent advocate and thought
leader for many.

Influence on Educational Discourse

Dr. Umar Johnson has also exerted a notable influence on educational
discourse, particularly concerning Afrocentric education and the critical
examination of historical narratives. His persistent critiques of mainstream
educational systems and his advocacy for Black educational self-determination
have contributed to broader conversations about curriculum development,
cultural relevance in schools, and the importance of Black history education.
His work encourages parents, educators, and community leaders to question
existing educational models and to explore alternatives that better serve the
needs of Black students.

By championing institutions like the Frederick Douglass Family School,
Johnson actively promotes the development of educational environments that
prioritize Black culture, history, and identity. This has inspired
discussions about creating more inclusive and culturally responsive
educational practices within both independent and public school systems. His
emphasis on critical thinking and historical accuracy from an Afrocentric
perspective challenges conventional approaches and advocates for a more
comprehensive and empowering educational experience for African American
youth. His influence extends to encouraging a deeper engagement with Black
history as a vital component of academic and personal development.

Perception and Reception

The perception and reception of Dr. Umar Johnson are varied and often deeply
divided. Supporters view him as a courageous and insightful leader who is
dedicated to the upliftment and liberation of Black people. They often praise
his commitment to education, his ability to articulate complex issues, and
his unapologetic stance on matters of race. For his followers, his messages
provide inspiration, clarity, and a sense of community ownership. They
appreciate his focus on self-reliance and his efforts to promote Black
history and culture.

Conversely, critics often express concerns about his rhetoric, his academic
credentials, and the factual basis of some of his claims. These critics may



find his style to be overly aggressive, divisive, or lacking in empirical
support. The controversies surrounding him have led some to question his
credibility and the overall impact of his work, viewing certain aspects as
potentially detrimental to constructive dialogue and progress. This spectrum
of reception highlights the complex and often contentious nature of public
intellectualism, especially on topics as sensitive and significant as race
and social justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Dr. Umar Johnson known for?
Dr. Umar Johnson is primarily known as an activist, author, and political
commentator who focuses on issues related to the Black community, often
advocating for Black separatism, education, and cultural empowerment.

What are some of the main themes in Dr. Umar
Johnson's activism?
Key themes in Dr. Johnson's activism include Black self-reliance, economic
independence, a critique of systemic racism and Western education, and the
promotion of Pan-Africanism and Black nationalism.

What is the controversy surrounding Dr. Umar
Johnson?
Dr. Umar Johnson has faced significant controversy regarding his claims about
his academic credentials, including his doctoral degree, and allegations of
misinformation and divisive rhetoric. Some of his views on gender, sexuality,
and historical interpretations have also been criticized.

What is Dr. Umar Johnson's stance on education?
He is a strong advocate for Black children receiving an education that
emphasizes their history, culture, and achievements, often criticizing the
mainstream educational system as being inadequate or detrimental to Black
youth. He has promoted the idea of establishing independent Black schools.

What are some of Dr. Umar Johnson's notable works?
Dr. Umar Johnson has authored several books, including 'The Art of Black
Progress: From Slave To King' and 'Building Black Self-Reliance.' He is also
a prolific speaker and has produced numerous lectures and videos accessible
online.



What is Dr. Umar Johnson's perspective on economic
empowerment for Black people?
A central tenet of Dr. Johnson's message is the importance of Black people
building and controlling their own economic institutions and businesses to
achieve financial independence and break cycles of poverty.

Where can one find more information or content from
Dr. Umar Johnson?
Dr. Umar Johnson's lectures, interviews, and writings are widely available on
platforms such as YouTube, his personal website, and various social media
channels where he actively engages with his audience.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Dr. Umar Johnson, each beginning with and
followed by a short description:

1. The Ancestral Blueprint: Unlocking Black Potential
This book explores the historical and cultural foundations of Black
communities, arguing for a return to ancestral wisdom and practices. It
delves into the psychological and sociological impacts of systemic oppression
and offers strategies for reclaiming self-identity and community power. Dr.
Johnson likely emphasizes the importance of understanding one's heritage as a
key to unlocking future success and resilience.

2. The Black School Master Plan: Reclaiming Education
Focusing on the critical need for culturally relevant and empowering
education, this title suggests a comprehensive strategy for Black educational
advancement. It likely critiques existing educational systems for their
failure to adequately serve Black youth and proposes an alternative model
designed to foster critical thinking, racial consciousness, and academic
excellence. The book probably advocates for community-controlled schools and
curricula that celebrate Black history and achievement.

3. Psycho-History of the Black Male: Trauma and Triumph
This work would likely examine the historical traumas inflicted upon Black
men through slavery, Jim Crow, and ongoing systemic racism. It would delve
into the psychological effects of these experiences across generations and
explore the resilience, strength, and triumphs of Black men in overcoming
adversity. Dr. Johnson likely uses this lens to understand and address
contemporary challenges faced by Black men.

4. The Invisible Chains: Breaking Mental Slavery
This book would address the concept of "mental slavery," exploring how
internalized oppression and negative self-perceptions hinder the liberation
of Black people. It likely dissects the psychological warfare waged against



Black communities and provides tools and frameworks for breaking free from
these mental constructs. The author probably emphasizes self-love, critical
consciousness, and the reclaiming of one's narrative as essential steps
toward mental freedom.

5. The Wealth Blueprint: Economic Empowerment for Black Families
This title suggests a focus on building generational wealth within Black
communities, offering practical strategies and principles for financial
success. It would likely analyze historical economic disparities and propose
methods for wealth creation, investment, and financial literacy tailored to
the unique challenges and opportunities facing Black families. Dr. Johnson
likely stresses the importance of economic independence as a cornerstone of
Black liberation.

6. The Serpent's Kiss: Navigating White Supremacy's Deception
This book likely uses a powerful metaphor to describe the insidious nature of
white supremacy and its deceptive tactics used to maintain power. It would
analyze how racial hierarchies are perpetuated through social, political, and
economic systems, and how to identify and dismantle these structures. The
author probably warns against subtle forms of racism and encourages vigilance
in the fight for racial justice.

7. The Father Factor: Rebuilding the Black Family Structure
This title points to an examination of the vital role of fathers in the Black
community and the challenges they face in fulfilling this role. It would
likely discuss the historical and societal factors that have disrupted the
Black family unit and offer solutions for strengthening paternal involvement
and support. The book probably emphasizes the importance of positive male
role models for the development of Black children.

8. The Black Child's Right to Knowledge: Liberating Young Minds
This book would likely advocate for the inherent right of every Black child
to receive an education that is truthful, empowering, and free from racial
bias. It would critique curricula that marginalize or distort Black history
and culture, proposing a framework for educating Black children that instills
pride, critical thinking, and a strong sense of identity. Dr. Johnson
probably argues that knowledge is a powerful tool for liberation.

9. The Panther's Legacy: Black Nationalism and Self-Determination
This title suggests an exploration of the principles and historical impact of
Black nationalism, likely drawing inspiration from figures and movements like
the Black Panther Party. It would delve into the philosophy of self-
determination, community organization, and the fight for political and
economic power for Black people. The book probably examines the enduring
relevance of these ideas in contemporary struggles for Black liberation.
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