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Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 is a foundational text for anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of biblical prophecy. This comprehensive guide, the first in a series, delves into
the intricate prophecies found within Scripture, offering clarity and insightful interpretations. From the
Olivet Discourse to the book of Revelation, Dr. Walvoord meticulously unpacks prophetic passages,
providing a framework for comprehending God's unfolding plan for humanity. This article will explore
the key themes, theological underpinnings, and enduring relevance of Dr. John Walvoord's
groundbreaking work, highlighting its importance for believers and scholars alike. We will examine the
historical context of biblical prophecy, Dr. Walvoord's dispensational approach, and the specific
prophetic events he addresses, making this a valuable resource for understanding eschatology.
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Understanding Dr. John Walvoord and His Prophetic
Ministry

Dr. John Walvoord (1910-2002) was a towering figure in 20th-century evangelical theology, renowned
for his extensive scholarship and unwavering commitment to the authority of Scripture. His prolific
writing career, spanning over six decades, produced numerous influential works, with a particular
focus on biblical prophecy. Walvoord served as president of Dallas Theological Seminary for many
years, shaping generations of pastors and theologians with his robust biblical teaching. His approach
to prophecy was deeply rooted in a dispensational understanding of history and a commitment to the
literal interpretation of prophetic texts. This foundational knowledge is what makes Dr. John Walvoord



The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 such an indispensable resource for those seeking clarity on
these complex subjects.

Walvoord's ministry was characterized by a dedication to equipping believers with a solid
understanding of eschatology, the study of last things. He believed that a proper grasp of biblical
prophecy was not merely an academic exercise but a vital component of Christian living, encouraging
hope, watchfulness, and faithfulness in light of future events. His clear, systematic approach, coupled
with his profound biblical knowledge, made him a highly sought-after speaker and teacher on
prophecy. Dr. John Walvoord's Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 stands as a testament to his lifelong
commitment to illuminating the prophetic Word of God.

The Significance of Biblical Prophecy in Christian Faith

Biblical prophecy plays a crucial role in the Christian faith, serving as a divine assurance of God's
sovereignty, faithfulness, and ultimate plan for redemption. The Old Testament is replete with
prophetic declarations concerning the coming Messiah, the establishment of His kingdom, and the
future of Israel and the nations. The New Testament continues this prophetic thread, with Jesus
Himself forecasting future events, including His own return and the signs of the end times.
Understanding these prophecies provides believers with a sense of historical perspective, grounding
their faith in God's unchangeable purposes.

Furthermore, the study of prophecy encourages a life of spiritual alertness and preparedness. Jesus
exhorted His followers to "be ready," for the Son of Man will come at an hour when they do not expect
Him (Matthew 24:44). Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 endeavors to equip
believers with the knowledge necessary for this spiritual preparedness, offering a systematic
exploration of prophetic passages that illuminate God's unfolding timeline. The anticipation of Christ's
return and the promise of a new heaven and a new earth are central tenets of Christian hope, and
prophecy provides the scriptural foundation for this eschatological expectation.

Dispensationalism: A Key Hermeneutical Approach in
the Handbook

A cornerstone of Dr. John Walvoord's approach, as evident in Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy
Knowledge Handbook 1, is his consistent adherence to a dispensational hermeneutic.
Dispensationalism, in its biblical context, views history as being divided into distinct periods or
"dispensations," during which God interacts with humanity in varying ways, revealing His will and
purposes. Each dispensation is characterized by a particular stewardship or responsibility given to
man, and man's failure to fulfill that responsibility. This interpretive framework emphasizes a literal,
historical-grammatical approach to understanding Scripture, particularly prophetic passages.

The dispensational viewpoint, as articulated by Walvoord, seeks to understand the distinct roles and
plans God has for different groups, most notably Israel and the Church. This distinction is crucial for
interpreting prophecies concerning the land, the covenants, and the future of the Jewish people, as
well as prophecies pertaining to the Church age and its eventual removal from the earth. By carefully



distinguishing between Israel and the Church, dispensationalism aims to avoid allegorizing clear
prophetic statements that are intended to be understood literally. Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy
Knowledge Handbook 1 applies this method to unravel the complexities of prophetic revelation.

Key tenets of dispensationalism that inform Walvoord's work include:

The consistent and literal interpretation of Scripture.

A distinction between God's program for Israel and His program for the Church.

The belief in a future, literal fulfillment of Old Testament prophetic promises made to Israel.

The concept of the pre-tribulation rapture of the Church.

A belief in a future millennial reign of Christ on earth.

Unpacking Key Prophetic Themes in Dr. John
Walvoord's Handbook

Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 meticulously examines a wide spectrum of
prophetic themes, providing readers with a comprehensive overview of biblical eschatology.
Walvoord's scholarship is evident in his ability to connect seemingly disparate prophetic passages
from across the biblical canon, weaving them into a coherent tapestry of God's future plan. His work is
characterized by a deep respect for the biblical text and a commitment to presenting its prophetic
truths in an accessible manner.

The handbook systematically addresses significant prophetic events and concepts, offering detailed
explanations and scriptural support. This approach helps to demystify complex prophetic imagery and
symbolism, making it more understandable for the average reader. Walvoord’s systematic exposition
ensures that each prophecy is understood within its broader biblical context, avoiding isolated
interpretations that can lead to misapplication.

The Olivet Discourse: A Prophetic Framework

The Olivet Discourse, delivered by Jesus Christ on the Mount of Olives, holds a pivotal position in
biblical prophecy. In Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, Jesus outlines signs that will precede His
second coming and the end of the age. Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1
dedicates significant attention to this discourse, interpreting its various elements as unfolding signs of
the times. Walvoord carefully analyzes the prophecies concerning wars, famines, pestilences,
earthquakes, the persecution of believers, and the rise of false prophets.

Crucially, Walvoord addresses the debate surrounding the timing of these events, particularly their
relationship to the Tribulation period. He interprets the Olivet Discourse as encompassing both signs



that would occur in the generation preceding the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 and signs that
point to the final end times before Christ's return. This dual fulfillment perspective is a hallmark of
Walvoord's dispensational approach, allowing for a nuanced understanding of Jesus' prophetic
pronouncements. The handbook provides a detailed breakdown of each element of the discourse,
offering a clear roadmap of Christ's prophetic timeline.

The Book of Revelation: Unveiling Future Events

The Book of Revelation, the capstone of biblical prophecy, is explored in depth within Dr. John
Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1. This complex and symbolic book, filled with visions of
celestial events, cosmic judgments, and the ultimate triumph of God, is rendered more accessible
through Walvoord's expert commentary. He adopts a preterist-historicist-futurist approach, believing
that elements of Revelation have past, present, and future fulfillments, with the primary focus on
future events leading to Christ's second coming.

Walvoord systematically unpacks the major sections of Revelation, including the seven churches, the
seven seals, the seven trumpets, the seven bowls of wrath, the woman and the dragon, the beasts,
and the ultimate establishment of the New Jerusalem. He carefully explains the symbolic language
used, connecting it to Old Testament prophecies and providing context for understanding the
unfolding drama of the end times. His exposition offers a coherent narrative of God's judgment upon
sin and His ultimate victory over evil. The handbook provides a detailed chronological framework for
understanding the sequence of events described in Revelation.

The Rapture and the Tribulation: Core Prophetic Concepts

Central to the prophetic framework presented in Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge
Handbook 1 are the concepts of the Rapture and the Tribulation. Walvoord, as a staunch advocate of
the pre-tribulation rapture, explains this doctrine as the imminent, bodily, and visible catching away
of the Church from the earth before the seven-year period of intense divine judgment known as the
Tribulation. He grounds this belief in key passages such as 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians
15:51-58.

The Tribulation, often referred to as the "seventieth week of Daniel," is depicted as a time of
unparalleled suffering and divine judgment on earth, a period of purging and refining for both Israel
and the nations. Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 meticulously details the
events of this period, including the rise of the Antichrist, the mark of the beast, the pouring out of
God's wrath through various judgments, and the eventual intervention of Christ. Understanding the
distinction between the Church's removal and the subsequent judgments on the earth is a critical
aspect of Walvoord's eschatological system.

Key aspects of the Rapture and Tribulation as presented in the handbook include:

The imminent nature of the Rapture, meaning it could occur at any moment.

The pre-tribulation timing of the Rapture, preceding the Tribulation period.



The role of the Antichrist as a global dictator during the Tribulation.

The Tribulation as a period of judgment and a prelude to Christ's reign.

The eventual return of Christ to earth at the conclusion of the Tribulation.

The Second Coming of Christ and the Millennium

A glorious and definitive event in biblical prophecy is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Dr. John
Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 emphasizes the literal, personal, and visible return of
Christ to the earth. This event marks the culmination of God's redemptive plan and the inauguration
of a new era of peace and righteousness.

Following Christ's return, Walvoord expounds on the doctrine of the Millennium, a thousand-year reign
of Christ on earth, as described in Revelation 20. This period is characterized by the absence of
Satan's deceptive influence, the eradication of widespread sin and rebellion, and the perfect rule of
Christ from Jerusalem. Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 details the conditions
of this kingdom, including the transformation of the earth, the restoration of Israel, and the flourishing
of global righteousness.

The Eternal State: A Glimpse of Eternity

Beyond the earthly Millennium, Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 also provides
insights into the eternal state. This final phase of God's plan encompasses the creation of a new
heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells and where believers will live in eternal
fellowship with God, free from sin, suffering, and death. Walvoord draws from passages like
Revelation 21 and 22 to paint a picture of this glorious eternity.

The eternal state represents the ultimate fulfillment of God's promises and the final consummation of
His redemptive purposes. It is a state of perfect harmony and eternal blessedness for the redeemed.
Walvoord’s presentation of this aspect of prophecy serves to provide ultimate hope and a vision of
what believers are looking forward to. The detailed exploration of these prophetic themes within the
handbook offers a structured understanding of God's unfolding plan from beginning to end.

The Enduring Relevance of Dr. John Walvoord's
Prophecy Knowledge Handbook

Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 continues to hold significant relevance for
contemporary believers and scholars of biblical prophecy. In an age marked by uncertainty and global
shifts, the study of biblical prophecy offers a stabilizing perspective, grounding faith in the
unchanging purposes of God. Walvoord’s clear, systematic, and biblically-grounded approach provides



a valuable framework for understanding complex eschatological passages.

The handbook's enduring appeal lies in its ability to explain intricate prophetic concepts in a way that
is both intellectually rigorous and spiritually edifying. By meticulously examining the biblical text and
applying a consistent hermeneutic, Dr. John Walvoord The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook 1 equips
readers with the knowledge to discern the times and to live with greater purpose and hope. Its
comprehensive coverage of key prophetic themes makes it an essential resource for anyone seeking
to deepen their understanding of God's ultimate plan for the future, offering clarity and assurance in
an often-confusing world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Dr. John Walvoord's 'Prophecy
Knowledge Handbook'?
The primary focus of 'Prophecy Knowledge Handbook' by Dr. John Walvoord is to provide a
comprehensive and accessible overview of biblical prophecy, particularly from a dispensational
premillennial perspective, covering key prophetic events and their interpretation.

What is a key theme or emphasis in Walvoord's approach to
prophecy?
A key theme in Walvoord's approach is the importance of a literal interpretation of biblical prophecy,
believing that prophecy should be understood in the same way as other biblical texts, with a focus on
God's sovereign plan for history.

Which major prophetic events are typically discussed in the
handbook?
The handbook typically discusses major prophetic events such as the Rapture of the Church, the
Tribulation period, the Second Coming of Christ, the Millennium, and the eternal state (New Heavens
and New Earth).

How does Walvoord address the concept of the Rapture?
Walvoord advocates for a pretribulational Rapture, meaning he believes the Church will be removed
from the earth before the seven-year Tribulation period begins.

What is Walvoord's perspective on the Tribulation?
Walvoord views the Tribulation as a future period of unparalleled judgment and distress on earth,
orchestrated by God to bring Israel to Himself and to judge the Gentile nations.



What role does Israel play in Walvoord's understanding of
prophecy?
Israel plays a central and distinct role in Walvoord's prophetic framework. He emphasizes God's
ongoing covenant with the Jewish people and their future restoration and blessing.

Is the 'Prophecy Knowledge Handbook' primarily for
theologians or a general audience?
While grounded in sound theological scholarship, the 'Prophecy Knowledge Handbook' is generally
written to be accessible to a broad Christian audience, aiming to educate believers about biblical
prophecy.

What are some common criticisms or alternative views
regarding Walvoord's prophetic interpretations?
Common criticisms or alternative views often center on the timing of the Rapture (midtribulational or
posttribulational views), the interpretation of symbolic language in prophecy, and the extent to which
Old Testament prophecies have already been fulfilled in the Church (amillennialism or historic
premillennialism).

What value does the 'Prophecy Knowledge Handbook' offer to
contemporary believers?
The handbook offers believers a structured framework for understanding biblical prophecy, providing
encouragement through the certainty of Christ's return and a deeper appreciation for God's sovereign
plan for humanity and history.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Dr. John Walvoord's "The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook," with
descriptions:

1. The Prophecy Handbook: Understanding the End Times
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricate details of biblical prophecy, offering clarity and
insight into the events foretold in scripture. It systematically explores key prophetic themes, from the
rapture and tribulation to the millennium and the eternal state. Readers will find a reliable resource
for understanding God's plan for the future and its implications for their lives today.

2. End Times Prophecy: A Comprehensive Study
This book provides an in-depth exploration of biblical eschatology, meticulously examining prophetic
passages from both the Old and New Testaments. It aims to demystify complex prophetic concepts
and present them in an accessible manner for the average reader. The author presents a coherent
framework for understanding God's ultimate plan for humanity and the earth.

3. Understanding Bible Prophecy: A Practical Guide
Designed for those seeking a foundational understanding of prophetic literature, this book breaks



down challenging texts into digestible segments. It emphasizes the practical application of prophecy,
encouraging readers to live with hope and purpose in light of future events. This guide serves as an
excellent starting point for anyone interested in the prophetic landscape of scripture.

4. The Millennial Reign: A Prophetic Exploration
Focusing on a key aspect of biblical prophecy, this volume offers a thorough examination of the
thousand-year reign of Christ described in Revelation. It addresses common questions and differing
viewpoints surrounding this significant future event. The book provides a detailed look at the
conditions and implications of Christ's earthly kingdom.

5. Keys to Prophetic Understanding: Unlocking Scripture's Future Promises
This book equips readers with the essential tools and interpretive principles needed to confidently
engage with biblical prophecy. It navigates through the symbolic language and historical context of
prophetic texts, fostering a deeper appreciation for God's faithfulness. By unlocking these keys,
readers can gain a richer understanding of the unfolding of God's redemptive plan.

6. The Rapture and Beyond: Navigating the End Times
This insightful work specifically addresses the doctrine of the rapture and its place within the broader
scope of end-times prophecy. It carefully unpacks the biblical basis for this event and explores the
subsequent periods of tribulation and judgment. The book aims to provide assurance and guidance for
believers facing the anticipation of Christ's return.

7. The Book of Revelation: A Prophetic Commentary
This scholarly yet accessible commentary offers a verse-by-verse exposition of the most discussed
prophetic book in the Bible. It carefully analyzes the rich symbolism and theological depth of
Revelation, connecting its message to historical events and future fulfillment. Readers will find this
volume invaluable for grasping the challenging yet ultimately triumphant message of this apocalyptic
text.

8. Dispensationalism and Bible Prophecy: A Prophetic Framework
This book explores the theological framework of dispensationalism and its significant role in
interpreting biblical prophecy. It systematically outlines the different dispensations and how they
contribute to understanding God's unfolding plan throughout history and into the future. The author
provides a reasoned defense of this interpretive approach, offering clarity on its biblical foundations.

9. The Future of Israel in Prophecy: God's Unfolding Plan
Dedicated to understanding the prophetic significance of the nation of Israel, this book examines the
scriptural promises and future role of the Jewish people. It meticulously analyzes prophecies
concerning Israel's restoration and its central place in God's end-times agenda. This volume offers a
compelling perspective on God's enduring covenantal relationship with His chosen people.
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