dibels assessment kindergarten example

Dibels assessment kindergarten example plays a crucial role in early literacy development,
providing educators with invaluable insights into young learners' foundational reading skills. This
article delves into what a DIBELS assessment for kindergarten entails, exploring its purpose,
components, and how educators can interpret and utilize the results effectively. We will examine
specific DIBELS subtests commonly administered at the kindergarten level, offer practical examples
of what these assessments look like in practice, and discuss how these early indicators can inform
targeted instruction and intervention to foster reading success. Understanding these assessments
empowers parents and teachers alike to support children in building strong literacy foundations.

Understanding DIBELS Assessments in Kindergarten

What is DIBELS and Its Importance for Kindergarten?

DIBELS, which stands for Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills, is a set of standardized,
brief assessments used to measure students' early literacy development. For kindergarteners,
DIBELS is particularly vital as it screens for foundational skills that are predictive of later reading
success. These skills include phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, and comprehension. By
identifying students who may be at risk for reading difficulties early on, educators can implement
timely and targeted interventions, ensuring that all children have the opportunity to develop into
proficient readers. The DIBELS system provides a consistent and reliable way to monitor student
progress throughout the school year, allowing for adjustments in instruction based on individual
needs.

Key Goals of DIBELS in Kindergarten

The primary goal of DIBELS in kindergarten is to identify students who are not yet developing the
essential building blocks for reading. This proactive approach allows for early intervention before
significant academic gaps emerge. Specifically, DIBELS aims to:

¢ Screen for students who are at risk of developing reading disabilities.
e Monitor the progress of all students in acquiring critical early literacy skills.

e Provide data to inform instructional decisions and guide the selection of appropriate
interventions.

e Measure the effectiveness of reading programs and instructional strategies.

e Communicate student progress to parents and guardians.



Common DIBELS Subtests for Kindergarteners

While the specific DIBELS measures administered may vary slightly depending on the district or
school, several core subtests are commonly used for kindergarten students. These assessments are
designed to be brief, typically taking only a minute or two per subtest, making them efficient for
young learners. Understanding these components is key to grasping a DIBELS assessment
kindergarten example.

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF)

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency measures a student's ability to break spoken words into individual
sounds, or phonemes. This is a crucial component of phonological awareness, the understanding that
spoken language is made up of smaller sound units. A typical PSF task involves the examiner saying
a word, and the student then saying each sound in the word separately. For instance, if the examiner
says "cat," the student might respond with "/c/ /a/ /t/". The score is the number of words correctly
segmented within a one-minute period.

Phonemic Awareness: Blending

While not always a standalone timed subtest in DIBELS, phonemic awareness through blending is
often assessed or observed. This skill involves a student's ability to put individual sounds together to
form a word. The examiner might say sounds like "/b/ /a/ /t/", and the student would be expected to
blend them to say "bat". This directly supports decoding skills.

Initial Sound Fluency (ISF)

Initial Sound Fluency assesses a student's ability to identify the beginning sound of a spoken word.
The examiner presents a word, and the student identifies the initial phoneme. For example, if the
examiner says "sun," the student might respond with "/s/". This subtest also falls under the umbrella
of phonemic awareness and is a foundational skill for phonics.

Phonics: Letter Naming Fluency (LNF)

Letter Naming Fluency measures a student's ability to rapidly and accurately name the uppercase
and lowercase letters of the alphabet. This is a direct indicator of letter recognition, a critical
prerequisite for reading. In a typical assessment, the student is shown a page with various letters,
and they name as many as they can within a one-minute time limit. The score reflects the number of
letters correctly named.



Phonics: Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF)

Nonsense Word Fluency assesses a student's ability to decode, or sound out, unfamiliar words that
follow English phonics patterns. These are typically short, decodable words made up of common
letter-sound correspondences, such as "vap," "zim," or "keg." The student is asked to sound out each
letter and blend the sounds together to read the word. The score is the number of correctly decoded
nonsense words within a one-minute period. This subtest is highly predictive of future reading
achievement.

DIBELS Assessment Kindergarten Example: A Closer
Look

To truly understand a DIBELS assessment kindergarten example, it's helpful to visualize the process
and the types of prompts students receive. These assessments are typically administered individually
by a trained educator in a quiet setting to minimize distractions. The administrator follows a
standardized script to ensure consistency across all students and across different administrations.

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) Example Scenario

Imagine a kindergarten student, Sarah, is undergoing her DIBELS assessment. The examiner, Ms.
Davis, begins the PSF subtest. Ms. Davis would have a list of words, often presented in order of
increasing difficulty. She would say:

"Sarah, I'm going to say a word, and I want you to say the sounds in the word. For example, if | say
'dog,"' you say '/d/ /o/ /g/'."

Then, Ms. Davis would say a target word, such as "map." Sarah's response might be:
"/m/ /a/ /p/."

Ms. Davis would record each sound Sarah segments correctly. If Sarah struggles and says "/m/ /ap/",
Ms. Davis might prompt her by saying, "What's the last sound?" Sarah might then correct herself to
"/m/ /a/ /p/." The goal is to measure how many sounds she can segment within the minute. The
scoring would count the number of correctly segmented phonemes.

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) Example Scenario

For the Letter Naming Fluency subtest, Ms. Davis would present Sarah with a page containing rows
of uppercase and lowercase letters mixed together. She would instruct Sarah:

"Sarah, I want you to say the name of each letter as quickly and accurately as you can. For example,
if you see this letter (pointing to 'A'), you would say 'A"."

Sarah would then proceed to point to and name the letters. For example, she might quickly say "A, b,
C,d, E, £ g.." as she moves across the page. Ms. Davis would mark any incorrect letter names or
hesitations longer than a couple of seconds. The total number of correctly named letters within the



one-minute timeframe constitutes Sarah's score for LNF.

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) Example Scenario

The Nonsense Word Fluency subtest requires Sarah to apply her knowledge of letter-sound
correspondences to decode unfamiliar words. Ms. Davis would present a list of nonsense words,
each presented in isolation. She would say:

"Sarah, I want you to read these words. For example, if you see 'sit,' you would say 'sit"."

Then, Ms. Davis would point to a nonsense word, perhaps "lip." Sarah's task is to sound it out: "/1/ /i/
/p/". Ms. Davis would record how many of these nonsense words Sarah can accurately decode within
the minute. If Sarah encounters "vap" and says "/v/ /a/ /p/", she is demonstrating correct decoding. If
she hesitates or makes an error, Ms. Davis might prompt with the first sound or offer a cue, but the
scoring would reflect the correct attempts without excessive prompting. The score is the number of
words accurately decoded.

Interpreting DIBELS Kindergarten Results

Once the DIBELS assessments are administered, the scores are compared to established
benchmarks. These benchmarks are research-based and indicate whether a student is performing at
a level that predicts future reading success, is at risk, or is significantly at risk.

Understanding Benchmarks and Progress Monitoring

DIBELS provides specific benchmark goals for each subtest at different points in the kindergarten
year (e.g., beginning, middle, and end of the year). For example, a benchmark for PSF at the
beginning of kindergarten might be 10 sounds per minute, while at the end of the year, it might
increase to 30 sounds per minute. Students who meet these benchmarks are generally considered on
track for reading success. Students who fall below the benchmarks are identified as needing
additional support.

Progress monitoring is an ongoing process. For students identified as at risk, DIBELS assessments
are administered more frequently (e.g., every two weeks) to track their response to intervention and
ensure they are making adequate progress toward the benchmarks. This data-driven approach
allows educators to make informed decisions about the intensity and type of support a student
receives.

When to Seek Additional Support

If a kindergarten student consistently scores below the benchmark for multiple DIBELS subtests, it
is a strong indicator that they may need additional support. This could manifest as difficulty
segmenting sounds, recognizing letters, or blending sounds to read words. Educators will typically



use this information to:

e Provide small-group or one-on-one targeted instruction focusing on the specific skill deficits.
e Implement research-based reading interventions.
e Consider further diagnostic assessments to pinpoint the exact nature of the difficulties.

e Communicate with parents to collaborate on strategies to support the child at home.

Utilizing DIBELS Data for Effective Instruction

The true power of DIBELS lies in its ability to inform instructional practices. The data collected is
not just for reporting; it's a roadmap for how to best support each child's literacy journey.

Differentiating Instruction Based on DIBELS Scores

DIBELS data allows teachers to differentiate instruction effectively. Students who are excelling may
be given more complex tasks or extension activities, while those who are struggling receive more
focused, explicit instruction on foundational skills. For instance, a student performing well on PSF
but struggling with LNF might benefit from more practice with letter recognition activities, while a
student struggling with both would require a comprehensive approach addressing both phonemic
awareness and letter-sound correspondence.

Examples of Intervention Strategies

Based on specific DIBELS deficits, teachers can employ various intervention strategies:

e For PSF difficulties: Use manipulatives like blocks or counters to represent sounds, engage
in clapping or tapping out syllables and phonemes, and play auditory games that involve
identifying initial, medial, and final sounds.

e For LNF difficulties: Flashcards, alphabet songs, interactive letter games, and multisensory
activities like tracing letters in sand or shaving cream can be beneficial.

e For NWF difficulties: Explicit instruction on letter-sound correspondences, practicing

blending sounds in isolation and then in simple words, and using decodable readers that align
with the phonics skills being taught are essential.

The DIBELS assessment kindergarten example is not a final judgment but a snapshot of a child's



current progress. By understanding the components of these assessments and how to interpret the
results, educators and parents can work together to build a strong foundation for reading success,
ensuring that every child has the tools they need to thrive in their academic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key DIBELS measures for kindergarten?

The primary DIBELS measures for kindergarten focus on early literacy skills, including: Initial Sound
Fluency (ISF), Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF), and Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF).
Sometimes Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) is also included.

Can you give a concrete example of an Initial Sound Fluency
(ISF) task in DIBELS?

An ISF task involves presenting a child with a picture (e.g., a cat). The examiner says, 'Tell me the
first sound you hear in 'cat'.' The expected response is /c/.

What is Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) and how is it
assessed?

PSF assesses a student's ability to break words into individual sounds (phonemes). The examiner
says a word, like 'mat’, and the student says the individual sounds: /m/ /a/ /t/. The score is the
number of correctly segmented sounds within a minute.

What does Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) measure in
kindergarten?

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) measures a student's ability to blend sounds into pronounceable,
non-real words. The student is shown a nonsense word (e.g., 'vap') and asked to sound it out and
blend the sounds: /v/ /a/ /p/ -> 'vap'. The score is the number of correctly sounded-out words in a
minute.

What is the purpose of using DIBELS in kindergarten?

DIBELS is used in kindergarten to identify students who may be at risk for reading difficulties. It
provides quick, reliable measures of foundational reading skills, allowing teachers to intervene early
and provide targeted support.

How often are DIBELS assessments typically administered in
kindergarten?

DIBELS assessments are typically administered three times a year in kindergarten: at the beginning
of the year (fall), in the middle of the year (winter), and at the end of the year (spring) to monitor
progress.



Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to DIBELS assessment for kindergarten, with descriptions:

1. Decoding the Foundations: Early Literacy Screening

This book delves into the crucial role of early literacy screening in kindergarten. It explains how
assessments like DIBELS can identify students at risk for reading difficulties, providing educators
with actionable insights. The text explores various components of early reading, such as phonemic
awareness and letter-sound correspondence, and how they are measured effectively.

2. The Building Blocks of Reading: A Kindergarten Guide

Focusing on the foundational skills necessary for reading success, this guide outlines key areas
assessed in kindergarten. It details the progression of phonological and phonemic awareness skills
and their importance for future reading. The book offers practical strategies for teachers to foster
these skills and provides examples of how screening tools pinpoint developmental gaps.

3. Insights from DIBELS: Understanding Kindergarten Reading Data

This title offers a practical approach to interpreting and utilizing DIBELS data in a kindergarten
setting. It breaks down the various subtests of DIBELS and what each measures, helping teachers
understand the "why" behind the scores. The book provides case studies and examples of how to use
this information to tailor instruction and support individual student needs.

4. Mapping Early Reading Progress: A Teacher's Handbook

Designed as a hands-on resource, this handbook guides kindergarten teachers through the process
of tracking and improving early reading skills. It emphasizes the role of ongoing assessment, with
DIBELS serving as a central example for benchmarking progress. The book includes reproducible
tools and suggestions for differentiating instruction based on assessment findings.

5. From Sounds to Sight Words: Kindergarten Readiness Assessment

This book explores the essential transition from phonological awareness to recognizing sight words
in kindergarten. It highlights how assessments like DIBELS measure this critical developmental
pathway. The text provides teachers with a clear understanding of the skills needed for early reading
fluency and how to assess them effectively.

6. The Early Reader's Journey: Assessment and Intervention Strategies

This comprehensive resource focuses on the interconnectedness of assessment and intervention for
young learners. It uses DIBELS as a primary example of an assessment tool that drives targeted
interventions. The book offers practical, research-based strategies for supporting students who are
struggling with foundational reading skills.

7. Phonemic Awareness Power-Up: Kindergarten Assessment Tools

This title specifically targets the crucial skill of phonemic awareness, explaining its importance in
early reading development. It examines how DIBELS subtests, such as Initial Sound Fluency,
measure these skills. The book provides educators with engaging activities and assessment
strategies to build strong phonemic awareness in kindergarteners.

8. Letter-Sound Fluency in Action: Kindergarten Assessment Practices

This book provides a detailed look at assessing letter-sound correspondence, a cornerstone of early
reading. It explains how DIBELS subtests like Letter Naming Fluency and Phoneme Segmentation
Fluency gauge this essential skill. The text offers practical guidance on administering these
assessments and using the results to inform instruction.



9. Building Early Literacy: A DIBELS-Informed Approach for Kindergarten

This book directly addresses how to implement effective early literacy instruction informed by
DIBELS assessment. It outlines how to use the data from DIBELS to create engaging and
differentiated learning experiences. The text emphasizes a systematic and explicit approach to
teaching foundational reading skills, ensuring all kindergarteners have a strong start.
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