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Declaration of Independence analysis answer key resources are essential for students,
educators, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of this foundational American
document. This comprehensive guide provides a detailed breakdown of the Declaration of
Independence, offering insights into its historical context, key grievances, philosophical
underpinnings, and lasting impact. We'll explore how to analyze its structure, understand
the meaning of its most significant phrases, and identify the core arguments presented by
the Founding Fathers. Whether you're preparing for an exam, teaching a class, or simply
curious about the birth of a nation, this analysis will equip you with the knowledge to
effectively dissect and appreciate the Declaration of Independence.
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Introduction to the Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence analysis answer key is more than just a document; it is a
cornerstone of American identity and a testament to the power of self-governance. This
pivotal declaration, adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, announced the
thirteen American colonies' separation from Great Britain. Its eloquent prose and radical
ideas laid the groundwork for a new nation founded on principles of liberty, equality, and
the pursuit of happiness. Understanding the nuances of this document requires delving into
its historical origins, deciphering its philosophical underpinnings, and appreciating the
specific complaints levied against King George III and the British Parliament. This



comprehensive analysis will guide you through the essential elements of the Declaration,
providing the framework for a thorough understanding and effective response to any
questions or tasks related to it.

Historical Context: Setting the Stage for
Revolution

To truly grasp the significance of the Declaration of Independence, it's crucial to understand
the historical milieu in which it was conceived. Tensions between Great Britain and its
American colonies had been escalating for years, fueled by a series of acts and policies that
the colonists perceived as oppressive and unjust. The end of the French and Indian War in
1763 marked a turning point, as Britain sought to recoup its war expenses by imposing new
taxes and regulations on the colonies, reversing its previous policy of salutary neglect. This
shift in policy led to a growing sense of alienation and resentment among the colonists, who
argued that they were being taxed without representation.

The French and Indian War and its Aftermath
The costly French and Indian War (1754-1763), part of a larger global conflict known as the
Seven Years' War, left Great Britain with significant debt. To manage this debt and assert
greater control over its expanded North American territories, Parliament enacted a series of
measures that directly impacted the colonies. These included the Proclamation of 1763,
which restricted westward expansion, and various tax acts.

Key Acts of Parliament and Colonial Resistance
Several parliamentary acts ignited colonial fury and served as direct precursors to the
Declaration. The Sugar Act of 1764, the Stamp Act of 1765, the Townshend Acts of 1767,
and the Tea Act of 1773 were all met with fierce opposition. Colonists organized boycotts,
protests, and intellectual arguments against these measures, asserting their rights as
Englishmen. The cry of "no taxation without representation" became a powerful rallying
slogan, encapsulating the core of their grievances.

The Growing Movement Towards Independence
By the early 1770s, the idea of complete separation from Britain gained momentum. Events
like the Boston Massacre (1770) and the Boston Tea Party (1773) further polarized the
relationship. The Coercive Acts (known as the Intolerable Acts by the colonists) passed in
1774, in response to the Boston Tea Party, closed the port of Boston and curtailed colonial
self-governance, pushing many colonists toward the precipice of rebellion.



Deconstructing the Declaration: Key Sections and
Their Meaning

The Declaration of Independence is a masterfully crafted document, divided into distinct
sections, each serving a specific purpose in articulating the justification for revolution.
Understanding the role and message of each part is crucial for a comprehensive analysis.
The document flows logically from philosophical principles to practical grievances and
finally to the decisive act of declaring independence.

Analyzing the Preamble: The Philosophy of Natural
Rights
The Preamble is arguably the most famous and philosophically significant portion of the
Declaration. It begins with the immortal words, "When in the Course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected
them with another..." This opening sets a solemn and deliberate tone for the document.
More importantly, the Preamble articulates the Enlightenment ideals that informed the
American Revolution. Central to this is the concept of natural rights, which the document
famously states are "unalienable," meaning they cannot be taken away. These rights are
identified as "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." The Declaration posits that
governments are instituted "to secure these rights," and that their legitimate powers derive
from the "consent of the governed." This radical notion challenged the prevailing divine
right of kings and established a new foundation for political legitimacy based on the will of
the people.

Examining the List of Grievances: The Case Against the
King
Following the philosophical justification, the Declaration presents a lengthy and detailed list
of specific grievances against King George III. This section forms the evidentiary basis for
the colonies' decision to separate. The grievances catalog a pattern of abuses and
usurpations, demonstrating how the King had allegedly sought to establish "an absolute
Tyranny over these States." Each complaint points to a violation of the colonists' rights and
freedoms. Examples include:

Imposing taxes without colonial consent.

Quartering large bodies of armed troops among the colonists.

Cutting off trade with all parts of the world.

Depriving colonists of trial by jury.

Suspending colonial legislatures.

Abdicating government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War



against us.

By meticulously documenting these offenses, the Declaration aimed to persuade both
domestic and international audiences of the righteousness of the American cause.

Understanding the Declaration of Separation: The Act
of Independence
The final section of the Declaration is the actual declaration of separation. After laying out
the philosophical principles and the specific complaints, the delegates formally declare that
"these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States." This is
the moment of no return, severing all political connection with Great Britain. The
signatories pledge "to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor" in support
of this bold declaration. This concluding statement underscores the gravity of their
commitment and the immense personal risks involved.

Key Figures and Their Contributions

While the Declaration of Independence is a collective effort, several individuals played
pivotal roles in its drafting, advocacy, and eventual adoption. Understanding their
contributions provides a richer context for the document's creation and its enduring
significance.

Thomas Jefferson: The Principal Author
Thomas Jefferson, a delegate from Virginia, is credited as the principal author of the
Declaration. Chosen by the Committee of Five, Jefferson drew upon existing documents,
including his own earlier writings and philosophical ideas from Enlightenment thinkers like
John Locke. His eloquent prose and clear articulation of natural rights and the right of
revolution are central to the Declaration's impact. Jefferson's draft was meticulously
reviewed and debated by the committee and the full Congress, with some modifications
made to the final text.

The Committee of Five
Besides Jefferson, four other prominent figures were appointed to the committee tasked
with drafting the Declaration: John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of
Pennsylvania, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, and Robert Livingston of New York. While
Jefferson was the primary writer, these individuals provided valuable input and critically
reviewed Jefferson's draft, ensuring its clarity, conciseness, and persuasive power. Their
collective wisdom contributed to the document's enduring strength.



John Hancock: The Bold Signature
John Hancock, President of the Second Continental Congress, is famously known for his
large and prominent signature on the Declaration. His signature was not only a display of
defiance but also a symbol of his commitment to the cause of independence. The phrase
"John Hancock" became synonymous with "signature" in American English due to this
memorable inscription.

The Declaration's Impact and Legacy

The Declaration of Independence had a profound and lasting impact, not only on the
nascent United States but also on global movements for liberty and self-determination. Its
principles continue to resonate and inspire, making it one of the most influential documents
in history.

Inspiring the American Revolution and Beyond
The Declaration served as a crucial rallying point for the American colonists, galvanizing
support for the Revolutionary War and providing a clear statement of their objectives. It
articulated the moral and philosophical justification for their struggle, transforming a
colonial rebellion into a fight for universal principles. Its message of liberty and self-
governance inspired future generations of Americans to strive for a more perfect union and
to address societal inequalities.

A Model for Future Declarations and Movements
The Declaration of Independence served as a blueprint for numerous other declarations of
independence and liberation movements around the world. Its assertion of natural rights
and the right of revolution resonated with oppressed peoples seeking to cast off colonial
rule or tyrannical governments. From the French Revolution to movements for
decolonization in the 20th century, the ideals enshrined in the Declaration have been a
powerful source of inspiration.

Enduring Principles and Ongoing Debate
The core principles of the Declaration – equality, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness –
remain central to American political discourse. However, the interpretation and application
of these principles have been the subject of ongoing debate throughout U.S. history. The
contradiction between the Declaration's assertion of universal equality and the reality of
slavery in the newly formed nation, for instance, highlights the complex and often
contested nature of these ideals. Future movements for civil rights and social justice have
continually invoked the Declaration's promise of equality to advocate for a more inclusive
and just society.



How to Approach a Declaration of Independence
Analysis

Engaging in a thorough analysis of the Declaration of Independence requires a systematic
approach. By breaking down the document into its constituent parts and considering its
broader context, one can develop a deep and nuanced understanding.

Step-by-Step Analysis Techniques
A structured approach can greatly enhance your analysis. Begin by familiarizing yourself
with the historical background. Then, read the Declaration multiple times, focusing on
different aspects with each reading. Pay close attention to the language, tone, and
argumentative structure. Consider the intended audience and the purpose behind each
section. Identifying key terms and their meanings is also crucial.

Identifying Key Themes and Arguments
As you read, actively look for the overarching themes. These include natural rights, the
social contract, the right of revolution, the critique of monarchy, and the concept of popular
sovereignty. Trace how these themes are developed and supported throughout the
document. For instance, note how the preamble establishes the philosophical basis for the
grievances that follow.

Understanding the Rhetorical Strategies Employed
The Declaration is a powerful piece of rhetoric. Analyze the language used – its clarity, its
emotional appeal, and its persuasive power. The use of parallel structure, the repetition of
certain phrases, and the condemnation of specific actions all contribute to its effectiveness.
Consider how the authors sought to persuade their audience of the legitimacy of their
cause.

Connecting the Declaration to Other Historical
Documents and Events
A comprehensive analysis often involves drawing connections to other relevant historical
documents, such as Enlightenment writings (like Locke's Second Treatise of Government)
or earlier colonial declarations of rights. Understanding how the Declaration fits into the
broader intellectual and political landscape of the 18th century will enrich your analysis.
Also, consider its relationship to the subsequent events of the American Revolution and the
formation of the U.S. Constitution.



Common Questions and Answers on Declaration
of Independence Analysis

Many students and learners encounter common questions when analyzing the Declaration
of Independence. Here are some frequently asked questions and their corresponding
answers to aid your understanding.

What are the main purposes of the Declaration of
Independence?
The Declaration of Independence served several key purposes: to formally announce the
separation of the colonies from Great Britain; to articulate the philosophical justification for
this separation, based on natural rights and the consent of the governed; to present a list of
specific grievances against King George III, demonstrating the tyrannical nature of British
rule; and to secure foreign aid and recognition for the newly formed United States.

What does "unalienable rights" mean in the context of
the Declaration?
"Unalienable rights" are inherent rights that cannot be taken away, surrendered, or
transferred. The Declaration identifies these as Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.
This concept, heavily influenced by Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke, posits that
these rights are natural and pre-exist government. Governments are created to protect
these rights, not to grant them.

How did the Declaration of Independence influence the
U.S. Constitution?
While the Declaration of Independence articulated the ideals and justifications for
nationhood, the U.S. Constitution established the framework for the new government. The
principles of popular sovereignty, the separation of powers, and the protection of individual
liberties, all alluded to or implied in the Declaration, were foundational to the Constitution's
structure and content. The Constitution sought to create a government that would
effectively secure the rights that the Declaration declared.

Was the Declaration of Independence universally
applied to all people in America at the time?
No, the Declaration's promise of equality and liberty was not universally applied at the time
of its adoption. The most glaring contradiction was the continued existence of slavery,
which denied fundamental rights to a significant portion of the population. Furthermore,
women and Native Americans were also excluded from the full scope of the Declaration's



ideals. The struggle to extend these rights to all Americans has been a defining feature of
U.S. history.

What is the significance of the phrase "consent of the
governed"?
The phrase "consent of the governed" is central to the Declaration's democratic philosophy.
It means that the legitimacy of a government derives from the agreement and approval of
the people it governs, not from divine right or hereditary succession. This principle
establishes the foundation for representative government and the idea that citizens have
the right to alter or abolish a government that becomes destructive of their rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Declaration of
Independence?
The primary purpose of the Declaration of Independence was to officially announce the
thirteen American colonies' separation from Great Britain and to justify this action to the
world, outlining the grievances against the British Crown and asserting the colonies' right to
self-governance.

Who were the principal authors of the Declaration of
Independence?
Thomas Jefferson was the principal author, with significant contributions and revisions
made by a committee that included Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sherman, and
Robert Livingston.

What philosophical ideas heavily influenced the
Declaration of Independence?
The Declaration was heavily influenced by Enlightenment philosophers, particularly John
Locke, whose ideas on natural rights (life, liberty, and property), the social contract, and the
right to revolution were foundational.

What does the phrase "unalienable rights" mean in the
context of the Declaration?
"Unalienable rights" refers to fundamental rights that are inherent to all individuals and
cannot be taken away by any government or authority. The Declaration specifically names
"Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness" as these rights.



How does the Declaration of Independence establish
the legitimacy of the new government?
The Declaration establishes the legitimacy of the new government by asserting that
governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed, meaning the
people have the right to establish and alter their government.

What are some key grievances listed in the Declaration
against King George III?
Key grievances include imposing taxes without consent, quartering troops in civilian homes,
cutting off trade, denying trial by jury, and waging war against the colonies.

What is the significance of the Declaration's preamble?
The preamble, beginning with 'When in the Course of human events,' sets the philosophical
stage, asserting universal truths about human equality and natural rights, and the purpose
of government.

How did the Declaration of Independence differ from
previous colonial declarations?
Unlike previous declarations which often sought redress within the British system, the
Declaration of Independence was a definitive break, a bold statement of complete
separation and the establishment of an independent nation.

What was the immediate impact of the Declaration of
Independence?
Its immediate impact was to rally support for the Revolution both domestically and
internationally, signal a formal commitment to independence, and inspire colonists to fight
for their new nation.

How is the Declaration of Independence viewed today?
Today, the Declaration of Independence is viewed as a foundational document of American
democracy, a powerful statement of human rights and self-governance that continues to
inspire movements for freedom and equality worldwide.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the analysis of the Declaration of Independence, with
descriptions:

1. In Defense of the Declaration of Independence
This book likely explores the philosophical underpinnings and enduring relevance of the



Declaration of Independence. It would probably delve into the Enlightenment ideas that
shaped its creation and argue for its continued importance in modern political discourse.
The author might also address common criticisms and offer counterarguments to defend its
principles.

2. Illuminating the Declaration of Independence
This title suggests a comprehensive and insightful examination of the document's text,
context, and legacy. It would likely break down the key phrases and arguments presented
in the Declaration, making them accessible to a wider audience. The book might also
explore the historical circumstances of its drafting and ratification, highlighting its
revolutionary significance.

3. Interpreting the Declaration of Independence
This book would focus on the various ways the Declaration has been understood and
applied throughout American history. It might analyze different scholarly and popular
interpretations, considering how its meaning has evolved over time. The author could also
examine how the Declaration has been invoked in various social and political movements.

4. Inside the Declaration of Independence
This title suggests an in-depth look at the people, events, and ideas that led to the creation
of the Declaration. It would likely offer biographical sketches of the key figures involved,
such as Thomas Jefferson, and detail the debates and compromises that shaped the final
text. The book might also explore the colonial grievances that motivated the declaration of
independence.

5. Impact of the Declaration of Independence
This book would likely assess the far-reaching consequences of the Declaration, both
domestically and internationally. It might trace its influence on subsequent independence
movements around the world and analyze its role in shaping American national identity and
legal traditions. The author could also discuss how its ideals have been both embraced and
challenged throughout history.

6. Ideals of the Declaration of Independence
This title focuses on the core philosophical principles enshrined in the Declaration, such as
liberty, equality, and the pursuit of happiness. It would likely explore the meaning and
significance of these foundational concepts, examining their historical context and their
ongoing relevance. The book might also discuss the challenges in fully realizing these ideals
in practice.

7. Inquiry into the Declaration of Independence
This suggests a methodical and critical examination of the Declaration's arguments and
historical context. The book would likely involve rigorous research and analysis, potentially
questioning traditional interpretations or highlighting lesser-known aspects of its creation.
The author would aim to foster a deeper understanding through thorough investigation.

8. Influences on the Declaration of Independence
This book would be dedicated to exploring the various intellectual and historical sources
that informed the drafting of the Declaration. It would likely investigate the impact of
Enlightenment philosophers like Locke and Rousseau, as well as earlier colonial documents
and grievances. The author would map out the intellectual lineage of the Declaration's
revolutionary ideas.



9. Implications of the Declaration of Independence
This title suggests a focus on the consequences and future relevance of the Declaration's
principles. It might consider how the ideals expressed in the Declaration continue to shape
contemporary debates about governance, rights, and social justice. The book could also
explore the challenges of living up to these ideals and the ongoing work required to achieve
them.
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