
dear mrs larue read aloud
The enduring appeal of reading aloud to children is undeniable, and when the book in question is as
charming and engaging as Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School, the experience is
elevated to a truly special occasion. This beloved children's book, penned by the talented Margie
Palatini and illustrated by the masterful Henry Cole, offers a delightful narrative that captivates young
minds and fosters a love for storytelling. This comprehensive guide explores why reading Dear Mrs.
LaRue aloud is such a treasured activity, delving into its unique storytelling format, its educational
benefits, and tips for making your read-aloud sessions even more memorable. We'll uncover the
magic behind this epistolary tale and understand why it remains a staple in homes and classrooms
alike, offering insights for parents, educators, and anyone looking to share a wonderful literary
experience.
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The Enchantment of Dear Mrs. LaRue: A Read-Aloud
Classic

The act of reading aloud is a cornerstone of childhood development and a cherished bonding activity.
When a book possesses the charm, humor, and warmth of "Dear Mrs. LaRue," it transforms a simple
storytime into a magical experience. This particular tale, with its unique premise and engaging
characters, has resonated with generations of young readers and their families. The magic lies not
just in the words on the page, but in the shared journey that reading aloud facilitates. It's about
creating a shared world, building connections, and igniting imaginations, all through the power of a
well-told story. The title itself, Dear Mrs. LaRue read aloud, evokes a sense of anticipation and
familiarity, hinting at a delightful narrative waiting to unfold.

Margie Palatini's masterful storytelling, combined with Henry Cole's expressive illustrations, creates a
perfect synergy that makes "Dear Mrs. LaRue" an ideal candidate for reading aloud. The book's
structure, format, and content are all tailored to be highly engaging for children, making the read-
aloud experience particularly rewarding. From the first letter to the last, the narrative unfolds in a way
that naturally draws listeners in, encouraging active participation and comprehension. The story’s
ability to be both humorous and heartwarming ensures that children are not only entertained but also
learning and growing with each page turned.

Why Reading Dear Mrs. LaRue Aloud Works Wonders

The efficacy of reading aloud is a well-established principle in early childhood education and
development. For a book like "Dear Mrs. LaRue," this practice is amplified by its inherent qualities.
The narrative's structure and voice lend themselves perfectly to an oral presentation, making it easier
for children to follow along and connect with the story. The engaging nature of the characters,
particularly the canine protagonist, invites expressive reading, which further enhances the child's
immersion in the story. The book’s success as a read-aloud is a testament to its ability to capture and
hold a child's attention, fostering a positive association with reading.

The repetitive yet evolving nature of the letters in "Dear Mrs. LaRue" also aids comprehension for
young listeners. As the story progresses, children can anticipate the format and content of each new
letter, building confidence in their understanding. This predictability, coupled with the unexpected
twists and turns in Ike's narrative, creates a dynamic listening experience that keeps children eager
for more. The interactive potential of reading aloud, where questions can be posed and discussions
can arise organically, further solidifies the learning and enjoyment derived from this book.

Unpacking the Epistolary Narrative: Letters from the
Doghouse

One of the most compelling aspects of "Dear Mrs. LaRue" is its unique narrative structure. The story is



told entirely through a series of letters written by the protagonist, Ike, a mischievous canine sent to
obedience school. This epistolary format provides a distinct voice and perspective that is highly
engaging for young readers when presented aloud. Each letter serves as a chapter, advancing the
plot and revealing Ike's character in a direct and personal way. When read aloud, these letters
become a direct conversation between the character and the listener, creating an intimate
storytelling experience.

The voice of Ike, as conveyed through his letters, is a critical element that makes this book shine
when read aloud. His earnest, often exaggerated, and sometimes humorous descriptions of his
experiences at obedience school are perfect for vocal interpretation. Parents and educators can use
different tones and inflections to embody Ike's personality, further immersing the child in the
narrative. The progression of Ike's writing style and his evolving understanding of his situation are
also subtle cues that can be highlighted during a read-aloud, fostering deeper comprehension and
appreciation for the character's journey.

Character Development Through Voice: Bringing Ike to Life

The character of Ike is brought to life most vibrantly through the vocal performance of the reader. His
personality, a blend of innocence, cunning, and a touch of dramatic flair, is best conveyed through
expressive reading. When you are reading Dear Mrs. LaRue read aloud, think about how Ike might
sound if he were truly writing these letters and recounting his adventures. Is he trying to be
persuasive? Is he genuinely remorseful, or is he simply trying to get back home? These nuances can
be captured through changes in tone, pace, and volume.

For instance, Ike’s descriptions of his supposed good behavior in his letters to Mrs. LaRue offer a
prime opportunity for comedic timing and dramatic irony. A reader can emphasize Ike's often over-
the-top claims of obedience with a slightly exaggerated tone, knowing that the illustrations and the
underlying narrative often suggest otherwise. This vocal play not only entertains but also helps
children understand the concept of perspective and how a character's perception of events can differ
from reality. By embodying Ike's voice, the reader becomes a co-creator of the story, making the
experience more dynamic and memorable.

Illustrative Brilliance: Henry Cole's Contribution to the Read-
Aloud Experience

Henry Cole's illustrations in "Dear Mrs. LaRue" are not merely decorative; they are an integral part of
the storytelling and significantly enhance the read-aloud experience. Each page is filled with dynamic
and humorous artwork that complements Ike's letters, often providing visual cues that add another
layer of meaning to the narrative. When reading aloud, pausing to allow children to absorb and react
to these illustrations is crucial. They offer opportunities for discussion and prediction, engaging
children on multiple levels.

Cole's ability to capture Ike's emotions and the chaotic energy of obedience school through his
drawings is remarkable. The expressive faces of Ike and the other characters, the subtle details in the
background, and the overall composition of each spread contribute to the book's charm. For a read-



aloud session, pointing out these details can spark conversation and deeper understanding. For
example, an illustration might show Ike looking particularly guilty or mischievous, which can be
discussed in relation to the text he has written. This visual-textual interplay makes "Dear Mrs. LaRue"
a rich text for shared reading.

Educational Advantages of Reading Dear Mrs. LaRue
Aloud

Beyond the sheer enjoyment, reading "Dear Mrs. LaRue" aloud offers a wealth of educational benefits
for children. The book serves as a fantastic tool for developing essential literacy skills, fostering a love
for language, and nurturing cognitive abilities. The engaging narrative and relatable protagonist make
learning feel like play, which is the most effective way for young children to absorb new information
and concepts. The unique structure also introduces children to different forms of communication and
narrative styles.

The interactive nature of reading aloud allows for immediate clarification of concepts and vocabulary,
ensuring that children are not just hearing words but understanding their meaning and context. This
personalized approach to learning is invaluable, especially for younger children who are still
developing their reading comprehension skills. The overall experience of sharing this book aloud
contributes significantly to a child’s academic and personal growth.

Boosting Vocabulary and Language Comprehension

The letters written by Ike are peppered with a vocabulary that is both accessible and enriching for
young learners. When you are reading Dear Mrs. LaRue read aloud, you can naturally emphasize new
or interesting words, providing context and encouraging children to ask questions. This organic
introduction to new vocabulary is far more effective than rote memorization. The narrative itself, with
its descriptive language and varied sentence structures, helps children build a stronger foundation in
language comprehension.

Moreover, Ike's attempts to sound sophisticated or formal in his letters, often with humorous results,
can introduce children to different registers of language. Discussing why Ike uses certain words or
phrases can open up conversations about tone, audience, and purpose in writing. This not only
expands their vocabulary but also their understanding of how language works in different situations.
The narrative’s reliance on letters also introduces children to the concept of formal vs. informal
communication styles.

Developing Listening Skills and Focus

In an age of constant digital stimulation, the ability to focus and listen attentively is a crucial skill.
Reading "Dear Mrs. LaRue" aloud provides a structured opportunity for children to practice these
skills. The engaging plot and the reader's expressive delivery help to maintain their interest,



encouraging sustained attention. The book’s length and pacing are also ideal for children’s attention
spans, making it manageable for them to follow the entire narrative without becoming restless.

The epistolary format, with its distinct segments (letters), can also help children develop an
understanding of narrative progression and sequence. They learn to anticipate what might come next
based on the previous letter, fostering critical thinking and prediction skills. The reader can further
enhance this by asking predictive questions during the read-aloud, such as "What do you think Ike will
write about in his next letter?" This active engagement keeps children mentally involved and
sharpens their listening abilities.

Fostering Empathy and Understanding

Through Ike's letters, children can develop empathy and learn to understand different perspectives.
Ike, despite his mischievous nature, is ultimately a character trying to navigate a new and challenging
environment. His feelings of loneliness, his attempts to justify his actions, and his longing for home
are all emotions that children can relate to. When reading Dear Mrs. LaRue read aloud, a reader can
subtly convey these emotions through vocal inflection, helping children connect with Ike on an
emotional level.

Discussing Ike's experiences after the reading can also foster a deeper understanding of empathy.
Questions like, "How do you think Ike felt when he first arrived at obedience school?" or "What could
Mrs. LaRue do to make Ike feel more comfortable?" encourage children to consider the feelings of
others. This process helps them develop emotional intelligence and the ability to see situations from
viewpoints other than their own, which are essential life skills.

Creative Engagement: Activities to Enhance the Dear
Mrs. LaRue Read-Aloud

To further enrich the experience of reading "Dear Mrs. LaRue," a variety of engaging activities can be
incorporated before, during, or after the read-aloud session. These activities help to solidify
comprehension, encourage creative expression, and make the story come alive for children. By
extending the learning beyond the pages of the book, you can create a more immersive and
memorable experience that reinforces the themes and characters of the story.

These activities cater to different learning styles and can be adapted for various age groups, ensuring
that every child can find a way to connect with the book. The goal is to foster a deeper appreciation
for the story and its characters, transforming a passive listening experience into an active,
participatory one. By engaging with the story creatively, children can also develop critical thinking
and problem-solving skills.

Dramatic Readings and Voice Acting



Encourage children to participate in dramatic readings of the letters themselves. They can take turns
reading different letters, or even different parts of the same letter, adopting different voices for Ike
and the other characters mentioned (like the stern obedience school instructor). This activity not only
boosts their confidence and public speaking skills but also helps them to better understand
characterization and narrative voice. You can provide simple props or costumes to enhance the
dramatic effect.

When reading Dear Mrs. LaRue read aloud, you can also model this for them. Read a section with a
specific tone, then ask them to try reading it themselves using a similar tone. This playful approach to
reading can make the entire experience more enjoyable and memorable. It also helps them to
internalize the characters and their emotions, leading to a deeper understanding of the story's
nuances.

Creative Writing Inspired by the Letters

After reading "Dear Mrs. LaRue," inspire children to write their own letters from Ike’s perspective.
They could write about a new adventure Ike has, his thoughts on being back home, or even a letter
from another pet at the obedience school. This activity encourages creative writing, helps children
practice letter-writing conventions, and allows them to express their own understanding of the
characters and their situations. Provide them with paper, pens, and perhaps even some decorative
elements like stickers or stamps to make their letters feel authentic.

Alternatively, they could write a letter to Mrs. LaRue from another character’s point of view, such as
the obedience school trainer, or even a letter from Mrs. LaRue to Ike. This exercise broadens their
perspective-taking abilities and reinforces the concept of audience in writing. It’s a fantastic way to
solidify the themes of communication and relationships presented in the book.

Art Projects Reflecting the Illustrations

The vibrant and expressive illustrations by Henry Cole provide ample inspiration for art projects.
Children can draw their own pictures of Ike, his adventures at obedience school, or create a comic
strip based on one of the letters. They could also try to recreate the style of Henry Cole’s illustrations.
This visual engagement helps children process the story in a different way and reinforces their
understanding of the characters and settings.

Another idea is to create a "letter collage." Children can cut out words or phrases from old magazines
that they associate with Ike's personality or his experiences, and then arrange them into their own
"letter" format, similar to how Ike writes his. This activity combines visual art with language, offering a
multi-faceted approach to engaging with the story. It also allows for a great deal of personal
interpretation and creativity.



Tips for a Successful Dear Mrs. LaRue Read-Aloud
Session

Making a read-aloud session of "Dear Mrs. LaRue" a success involves more than just opening the book
and reading. It requires thoughtful preparation and engagement strategies to ensure that children are
captivated and benefit from the experience. The aim is to create a shared moment of joy and learning
that leaves a lasting positive impression on the child. By focusing on specific techniques, you can
elevate the simple act of reading into a truly enriching activity.

These tips are designed to help you harness the full potential of "Dear Mrs. LaRue" as a read-aloud,
ensuring that both the reader and the listeners have a delightful and beneficial experience. The key is
to be present, enthusiastic, and responsive to the children's engagement.

Choosing the Right Time and Setting

Select a time when children are well-rested and can give their full attention. Avoid times when they
are tired or distracted. A quiet, comfortable setting, free from interruptions, is ideal. Dimming the
lights slightly and creating a cozy atmosphere can enhance the immersive experience. Consider
gathering around on a rug or in comfortable chairs to create a sense of community and shared
experience.

Ensure that the book is easily visible to the children, especially if they are young and may want to
look at the illustrations as you read. Holding the book at an angle where they can see the pictures
while you read the text can be very effective. This visual connection is crucial for maintaining their
engagement.

Engaging Your Audience: Interaction and Questions

Don't be afraid to be animated! Use different voices for Ike and any other characters, vary your tone
and pace, and use facial expressions to convey emotion. Pause at key moments to ask questions like,
"What do you think will happen next?" or "How do you think Ike feels right now?" This encourages
active listening and critical thinking. Allowing children to predict the plot or comment on the
illustrations keeps them actively involved.

Encourage them to respond to the story. They might laugh at Ike's antics, express sympathy for his
situations, or offer their own opinions on his behavior. Validating their responses and incorporating
them into the reading can make the experience feel more like a conversation and less like a lecture.
This fosters a more meaningful connection with the story.

Making it a Shared Experience



Reading aloud is a wonderful opportunity to connect with children. Make eye contact, smile, and share
in their reactions to the story. Let them point out details in the illustrations or ask questions as they
arise. The goal is to create a warm, positive, and interactive environment where reading is seen as a
joyful shared activity. This sense of shared enjoyment is fundamental to building a lifelong love of
reading.

Consider having the children participate in turning the pages, especially if they are older. This gives
them a sense of ownership over the reading process. If you have multiple children, you can encourage
them to take turns reading a page or a paragraph, fostering collaboration and shared responsibility
for the story’s delivery. The shared experience is as important as the content itself.

The Lasting Impact of Reading Dear Mrs. LaRue Aloud

The practice of reading "Dear Mrs. LaRue" aloud leaves a lasting imprint on children. It cultivates not
only literacy skills but also a positive association with books and learning. The memories created
during these shared reading moments can last a lifetime, fostering strong bonds between children
and the adults who read to them. The book’s enduring charm ensures that it remains a favorite,
revisited time and again, each reading offering new insights and joys.

Ultimately, the magic of reading Dear Mrs. LaRue read aloud lies in its ability to entertain, educate,
and connect. It’s a simple yet profound way to nurture a child’s imagination, expand their world, and
build essential skills, all wrapped up in a hilariously heartwarming tale of a dog and his letters. The
journey of Ike through his epistolary adventures offers a wonderful lens through which children can
learn about communication, empathy, and the joy of a good story, making every read-aloud session a
valuable investment in their development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Dear Mrs. LaRue'?
The main plot of 'Dear Mrs. LaRue' follows a theatrical cat named Ignacio who is wrongly sent to a
canine boarding school. He attempts to escape by writing persuasive letters to his owner, Mrs. LaRue,
detailing his supposed mistreatment and longing for his pampered life.

Who are the main characters in 'Dear Mrs. LaRue'?
The main characters are Ignacio, a sophisticated and dramatic cat who narrates the story through his
letters, and Mrs. LaRue, his wealthy and doting owner. Other characters include the various dogs at
the boarding school and the staff.

What makes 'Dear Mrs. LaRue' a popular read-aloud book?
'Dear Mrs. LaRue' is popular for read-alouds due to its humorous and engaging narrative voice,
Ignacio's over-the-top descriptions, and the clever use of letter-writing as a storytelling device. The
contrasting personalities of the cat and the dogs provide ample opportunity for expressive reading.



What are some themes explored in 'Dear Mrs. LaRue'?
Key themes include the nature of persuasion, the importance of appearances vs. reality, animal
companionship and loyalty, and the humorous consequences of misunderstanding and
miscommunication.

Who is the author of 'Dear Mrs. LaRue', and what is their
other notable work?
The author of 'Dear Mrs. LaRue' is Mark Teague. He is also well-known for his 'Adventures of Skip'
series, featuring a dog, and as the illustrator for many other popular children's books.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles, all starting with "" and related to the themes and experience of reading aloud
"Dear Mrs. LaRue":

1. In Which a Letter is Written
This charming story focuses on the power and importance of written correspondence, mirroring the
central role of letters in "Dear Mrs. LaRue." It explores the emotions, thoughts, and adventures that
can be conveyed through the simple act of putting pen to paper. Readers will delight in the
heartwarming connection formed through these messages.

2. Imagine the Postman's Ride
This imaginative tale dives into the journey of mail, much like the letters exchanged between Mrs.
LaRue and her principal. It paints a vivid picture of the world from the postman's perspective,
highlighting the anticipation and excitement of delivering and receiving messages. The story
celebrates the magic of the postal service.

3. In Unexpected Places
This book follows a character who finds themselves in unusual and surprising circumstances, echoing
the unexpected turns in Mrs. LaRue's story and the adventures Leo experiences. It's about discovery,
adaptability, and the joy of encountering the unforeseen. The narrative encourages embracing the
unexpected.

4. Illustrated Adventures at School
This book captures the essence of school life and the creative endeavors that happen within its walls,
similar to the scenario in "Dear Mrs. LaRue." It's filled with vibrant illustrations that bring the school
setting and the students' experiences to life. The stories within often involve fun and learning.

5. If I Could Only Send This
This title evokes the yearning to communicate a powerful message or a significant feeling, much like
the letters written by Mrs. LaRue. It explores the challenges and desires behind sharing one's
thoughts and experiences. The book delves into the art of heartfelt expression.

6. Interactions Between Teacher and Student
This book directly addresses the dynamic relationship between educators and their pupils, a core
theme in "Dear Mrs. LaRue." It showcases the communication, understanding, and sometimes
humorous misunderstandings that can arise. The stories highlight the importance of this connection.



7. In Praise of Pets and Their People
This heartwarming collection celebrates the special bond between animals and their human
companions, mirroring the love Mrs. LaRue clearly has for the animals in her care. It features touching
anecdotes and delightful illustrations of various pets. The book showcases the unconditional love
shared.

8. Island Adventures Await
This story transports readers to exotic locales and thrilling escapades, much like the imaginative
leaps Mrs. LaRue might take in her correspondence. It's filled with mystery, discovery, and the
excitement of exploring new horizons. The narrative promises a captivating journey.

9. Imperfect but Loving Letters
This title speaks to the authenticity and heartfelt nature of communication, even when it's not
perfectly crafted, similar to the genuine voice in Mrs. LaRue's letters. It explores the vulnerability and
honesty that make correspondence so meaningful. The book celebrates the beauty of sincere
expression.
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