DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM

DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM GUIDES CONGREGATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS THROUGH A SIGNIFICANT SPIRITUAL
MILESTONE. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE MULTIFACETED ASPECTS OF PLANNING AND EXECUTING A MEANINGFUL DEACON
ORDINATION SERVICE, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM THE THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE TO THE PRACTICAL ELEMENTS OF THE
PROGRAM. WE WILL EXPLORE THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF DEACONS, THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF THE ORDINATION
CEREMONY ITSELF, AND HOW TO CRAFT A SERVICE PROGRAM THAT HONORS TRADITION WHILE FEELING PERSONAL AND
IMPACTFUL. UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF A DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM IS CRUCIAL FOR CHURCHES SEEKING TO
PROPERLY COMMISSION NEW SERVANTS FOR THEIR CONGREGATIONS.
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e ELEMENTS OF A TRADITIONAL DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM
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e PrACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM

® THE MEANING AND IMPACT oF DEACON ORDINATION

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF THE DEACON

THE DIACONATE, ORIGINATING FROM THE GREEK WORD “DIAKONOS” MEANING SERVANT OR MINISTER, HOLDS A FOUNDATIONAL
POSITION WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. DEACONS ARE CALLED TO A LIFE OF SERVICE, ACTING AS EXTENSIONS OF THE
PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TO MEET THE PRACTICAL NEEDS OF THE CONGREGATION AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY. THEIR MINISTRY
OFTEN ENCOMPASSES PRACTICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE POOR, SICK, AND ELDERLY, AS WELL AS SUPPORTING THE LITURGICAL AND
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS OF THE CHURCH. THE ROLE IS NOT MERELY ADMINISTRATIVE; IT IS DEEPLY SPIRITUAL, REQUIRING A
PROFOUND COMMITMENT TO CHRIST AND A GENUINE LOVE FOR PEOPLE. W/HEN PLANNING A DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE
PROGRAM, IT IS VITAL TO REFLECT THIS SERVANT-LEADERSHIP IN THE PRAYERS, SCRIPTURE READINGS, AND DECLARATIONS MADE
DURING THE CEREMONY.

BisLICAL BASIS FOR THE DIACONATE

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DIACONATE IS OFTEN TRACED BACK TO ACTS CHAPTER 6, WHERE THE EARLY CHURCH APPOINTED
SEVEN MEN TO OVERSEE THE DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD AND RESOURCES TO WIDOWS, ENSURING THAT THE APOSTLES COULD
FOCUS ON PRAYER AND THE MINISTRY OF THE W ORD. THIS FOUNDATIONAL ACCOUNT HIGHLIGHTS THE DIACONATE'S ROLE IN
ADDRESSING PRACTICAL NEEDS AND ENABLING THE SPIRITUAL LEADERS TO FULFILL THEIR PRIMARY CALLINGS. OVER CENTURIES,
THE SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS OF DEACONS HAVE EVOLVED ACROSS DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS, BUT THE CORE PRINCIPLE OF SERVICE
REMAINS CONSTANT. UNDERSTANDING THESE BIBLICAL ROOTS PROVIDES A STRONG THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE DEACON
ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.



ResPoONSIBILITIES oF MODERN DEACONS

CONTEMPORARY DEACONS OFTEN ENGAGE IN A WIDE ARRAY OF MINISTRIES. THESE CAN INCLUDE VISITING THE SICK AND
HOMEBOUND, OFFERING COMFORT AND SUPPORT TO THOSE IN DISTRESS, ASSISTING WITH COMMUNION, AND SERVING IN VARIOUS
CAPACITIES DURING WORSHIP SERVICES. MANY ALSO TAKE ON RESPONSIBILITIES IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH, SOCIAL JUSTICE
INITIATIVES, AND THE FINANCIAL STEW ARDSHIP OF THE CHURCH. A WELL-DESIGNED DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM W/ILL
OFTEN INCLUDE AFFIRMATIONS OF THESE SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES AND A PRAYER FOR THE INDIVIDUALS STEPPING INTO THESE
ROLES.

THeoLoGICAL FOUNDATIONS oF DEACON ORDINATION

THE ORDINATION OF A DEACON IS MORE THAN JUST A CEREMONIAL APPOINTMENT, IT IS A SACRED ACT OF COMMISSIONING
ROOTED IN THE THEOLOGY OF THE CHURCH AND THE EQUIPPING OF BELIEVERS FOR MINISTRY. THIS THEOLOGICAL GROUNDING
INFORMS EVERY ASPECT OF THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM, ENSURING THAT THE CEREMONY IS NOT ONLY BEAUTIFUL
BUT ALSO DEEPLY MEANINGFUL. THE CHURCH RECOGNIZES THAT DEACONS ARE CALLED BY GOD AND SET APART BY THE CHURCH
FOR SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS OF SERVICE WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST.

SACRAMENTAL NATURE OF ORDINATION

IN MANY TRADITIONS, ORDINATION IS VIEWED AS A SACRAMENT, AN OUTWARD AND VISIBLE SIGN OF AN INWARD AND SPIRITUAL
GRACE. T SIGNIFIES THE BESTOWAL OF AUTHORITY AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR A PARTICULAR MINISTRY.
For DEACONS, THIS MEANS BEING ENTRUSTED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY TO SERVE, TO LEAD BY EXAMPLE, AND TO EMBODY THE
SERVANT SPIRIT OF CHRIST. THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM WILL TYPICALLY INCLUDE ELEMENTS THAT EMPHASIZE
THIS DIVINE CALLING AND THE CHURCH'S RECOGNITION OF IT.

THe DEACON AS A SyMeoL ofF CHRIST'S SERVICE

THE DEACON’S MINISTRY IS INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO FAMOUSLY DECLARED THAT HE CAME
NOT TO BE SERVED BUT TO SERVE (MATTHEW 20:28). DEACONS, THEREFORE, ACT AS TANGIBLE REMINDERS OF CHRIST’S OWN
SERVANT HEART WITHIN THE CONGREGATION. THEIR SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY, PARTICULARLY TO THE MARGINALIZED AND
NEEDY, REFLECTS CHRIST’S LOVE AND COMPASSION. A THOUGHTFULLY CONSTRUCTED DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM
WILL HIGHLIGHT THIS CHRISTOLOGICAL CONNECTION THROUGH SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER.

Key ELEMENTS oF A DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM

A WELL-STRUCTURED DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM IS ESSENTIAL FOR GUIDING PARTICIPANTS AND ATTENDEES
THROUGH THE SACRED PROCEEDINGS. |T ACTS AS A ROADMAP, OUTLINING THE ORDER OF WORSHIP, THE SPECIFIC PRAYERS,
SCRIPTURE READINGS, AND THE SOLEMN ACT OF ORDINATION ITSELF. EACH ELEMENT IS DESIGNED TO GLORIFY GOD AND TO
FORMALLY RECOGNIZE THE CHOSEN INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR NEW ROLES.

OPENING W ORSHIP AND INVOCATION

THE SERVICE TYPICALLY BEGINS WITH ELEMENTS OF CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP, INCLUDING HYMNS, SCRIPTURE READINGS, AND A
PRAYER OF INVOCATION. THIS SETS A SPIRITUAL TONE AND CALLS UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND BLESSING FOR THE OCCASION.
THE INVOCATION IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, ASKING GOD TO EMPOWER THE ORDINANDS AND GUIDE THE ENTIRE SERVICE. THE
INCLUSION OF THESE ELEMENTS IN THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM REINFORCES THE SACRED NATURE OF THE EVENT.



PReSENTATION OF CANDIDATES

A CRUCIAL PART OF THE SERVICE IS THE FORMAL PRESENTATION OF THE INDIVIDUALS TO BE ORDAINED AS DEACONS. THIS IS
USUALLY DONE BY A CHURCH LEADER, SUCH AS A PASTOR OR PRESIDING ELDER, WHO TESTIFIES TO THEIR CHARACTER, CALLING,
AND FITNESS FOR THE MINISTRY OF A DEACON. THE CONGREGATION'S RESPONSE, OFTEN AN AFFIRMATION OR ACCLAMATION,
SIGNIFIES THEIR ACCEPTANCE AND SUPPORT OF THESE NEW LEADERS. THIS MOMENT IS CLEARLY DELINEATED IN THE DEACON
ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

LAYING ON oF HANDS AND PRAYER OF ORDINATION

THE CENTRAL ACT OF THE ORDINATION IS THE LAYING ON OF HANDS BY THE PRESIDING MINISTER(S) OR THE ENTIRE PRESBYTERY.
THIS ANCIENT PRACTICE SIGNIFIES THE IMPARTATION OF SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY AND THE BLESSING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
ACCOMPANYING THE LAYING ON OF HANDS IS THE PRAYER OF ORDINATION, A SOLEMN SUPPLICATION FOR GoD’s GRACE AND
STRENGTH TO BE UPON THE NEWLY ORDAINED DEACONS. THE EXACT WORDING AND STRUCTURE OF THIS PRAYER ARE VITAL
COMPONENTS OF THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

CHARGE TO THE NewLY ORDAINED

FOLLOWING THE ORDINATION ITSELF, THE NEWLY ORDAINED DEACONS RECEIVE A PASTORAL CHARGE. THIS IS A TIME OF
INSTRUCTION AND ENCOURAGEMENT , OUTLINING THE RESPONSIBILITIES, CHALLENGES, AND PRIVILEGES OF THEIR MINISTRY. THE
CHARGE OFTEN DRAWS FROM RELEVANT SCRIPTURE AND PROVIDES PRACTICAL GUIDANCE FOR THEIR SERVICE. INCLUDING THIS IN
THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM ENSURES THAT THE ORDINANDS ARE CLEARLY REMINDED OF THEIR SACRED DUTIES.

\WEeLCOME AND AFFIRMATION BY THE CONGREGATION

THE CONGREGATION PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN WELCOMING AND AFFIRMING THE NEW DEACONS. THIS MAY INVOLVE A PUBLIC
STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT FROM THE PEOPLE TO SUPPORT, PRAY FOR, AND WORK ALONGSIDE THEIR NEWLY ORDAINED
LEADERS. THIS SHARED COMMITMENT STRENGTHENS THE BONDS WITHIN THE CHURCH AND SIGNIFIES THE COMMUNAL NATURE OF
MINISTRY. THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM WILL OFTEN INCLUDE A SPECIFIC SECTION FOR THIS COMMUNAL
AFFIRMATION.

CrRAFTING A MEANINGFUL DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM

CREATING A TRULY MEANINGFUL DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM INVOLVES MORE THAN JUST FOLLOWING A TEMPLATE,
IT REQUIRES THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE INDIVIDUALS BEING ORDAINED, THE SPECIFIC CONTEXT OF THE LOCAL CHURCH,
AND THE OVERARCHING MESSAGE OF SERVICE AND DEDICATION. A WELL-CRAFTED PROGRAM ENSURES THAT THE CEREMONY IS
BOTH REVERENT AND RELEVANT, LEAVING A LASTING SPIRITUAL IMPACT ON EVERYONE INVOLVED.

ReFLECTING THE CONGREGATION'S IDENTITY

EACH CHURCH HAS ITS UNIQUE CHARACTER AND SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS. THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM SHOULD
REFLECT THIS IDENTITY. THIS MIGHT MEAN SELECTING SCRIPTURE PASSAGES THAT RESONATE WITH THE CONGREGATION'S
CURRENT FOCUS OR INCORPORATING MUSICAL STYLES THAT ARE FAMILIAR AND UPLIFTING TO THE COMMUNITY. THE GOAL IS TO
CREATE A SERVICE THAT FEELS AUTHENTIC TO THE CHURCH'S EXPRESSION OF FAITH.

BALANCING TRADITION AND PERSONALIZATION

W/HILE MANY ORDINATION SERVICES FOLLOW ESTABLISHED TRADITIONS, THERE IS OFTEN ROOM FOR PERSONALIZATION. THis
COULD INVOLVE INCLUDING A BRIEF TESTIMONY FROM EACH CANDIDATE ABOUT THEIR CALLING, INCORPORATING A FAVORITE



HYMN, OR ALLOWING FOR A MORE CONTEMPORARY MUSICAL SELECTION. THE KEY IS TO HONOR THE TIMELESS ASPECTS OF
ORDINATION WHILE MAKING IT PERSONAL AND RELEVANT TO THE INDIVIDUALS AND THE COMMUNITY. A FLEXIBLE DEACON
ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM ALLOWS FOR THESE THOUGHTFUL ADDITIONS.

INVOLVING THE CONGREGATION

A TRULY IMPACTFUL SERVICE INVOLVES THE ENTIRE CONGREGATION, NOT JUST THE LEADERS AND THE ORDINANDS. INCLUDING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONGREGATIONAL PARTICIPATION, SUCH AS RESPONSIVE READINGS, CORPORATE PRAYERS, OR EVEN A BRIEF
WELCOMING SONG, CAN FOSTER A SENSE OF SHARED OWNERSHIP AND COMMITMENT TO THE DIACONATE MINISTRY. THE DEACON
ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM SHOULD STRATEGICALLY WEAVE IN THESE PARTICIPATORY ELEMENTS.

ENSURING CLARITY AND FLOW

THE PROGRAM ITSELF SHOULD BE CLEAR, WELL-ORGANIZED, AND EASY FOR ATTENDEES TO FOLLOW. THIS INCLUDES PROVIDING
CLEAR HEADINGS FOR EACH SECTION, INDICATING WHEN CONGREGATIONAL PARTICIPATION IS EXPECTED, AND ENSURING A LOGICAL
FLOW FROM ONE PART OF THE SERVICE TO THE NEXT. A WELL-DESIGNED DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM CONTRIBUTES
SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE OVERALL EXPERIENCE.

ELEMENTS OF A TRADITIONAL DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM

For MANY CHURCHES, ADHERING TO ESTABLISHED TRADITIONS PROVIDES A SENSE OF CONTINUITY AND HISTORICAL CONNECTION
TO THE CHURCH'S PAST. A TRADITIONAL DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM OFTEN INCLUDES SPECIFIC LITURGICAL
ELEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN PRACTICED FOR CENTURIES, LENDING A SOLEMN AND REVERENT ATMOSPHERE TO THE OCCASION.

LITURGICAL STRUCTURE

TRADITIONAL SERVICES OFTEN FOLLOW A LITURGICAL STRUCTURE THAT INCLUDES SEVERAL KEY PHASES: THE GATHERING, THE
MINISTRY OF THE \X/ORD, THE MINISTRY OF THE SACRAMENTS (IF APPLICABLE TO THE DEACON’'S EOLE), THE ORDINATION RITE,
AND THE SENDING FORTH. W/ITHIN THIS STRUCTURE, SPECIFIC PRAYERS, SCRIPTURE READINGS, AND HYMNS ARE CAREFULLY
SELECTED TO ALIGN WITH THE MEANING OF ORDINATION. THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM WILL METICULOUSLY
DETAIL THIS ORDER.

Key ScrIPTURE PASSAGES

CERTAIN SCRIPTURE PASSAGES ARE PARTICULARLY RELEVANT TO THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ARE FREQUENTLY INCLUDED
IN TRADITIONAL SERVICES. THESE MIGHT INCLUDE:

AcTs 6:1-7 (THE APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRST DEACONS)

1 TiMoTHY 3:8-13 (QUALIFICATIONS FOR DEACONS)

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 (CHRIST'S EXAMPLE OF SERVANT HUMILITY)

RoMANs 12:1-8 (THe BobY oF CHRIST AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS)

THE SELECTION OF THESE PASSAGES WITHIN THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM UNDERSCORES THE BIBLICAL
FOUNDATION OF THE DIACONATE.



THE ORDINATION PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF ORDINATION IS A CENTRAL AND SOLEMN MOMENT IN TRADITIONAL SERVICES. IT IS A PETITION TO GOD TO
BESTOW HIS BLESSING AND GRACE UPON THE ORDINANDS, EQUIPPING THEM FOR THEIR SERVICE. THE LANGUAGE OF THIS PRAYER IS
OFTEN ANCIENT, REFLECTING A DEEP REVERENCE FOR THE DIVINE CALL TO MINISTRY. THE PRECISE WORDING OF THE ORDINATION
PRAYER IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

ForMuLAS OF ORDINATION

TRADITIONAL SERVICES ALSO EMPLOY SPECIFIC FORMULAS OR DECLARATIONS DURING THE LAYING ON OF HANDS. THESE MIGHT
BE SPOKEN WORDS THAT FORMALLY RECOGNIZE THE INDIVIDUAL'S CALLING AND COMMISSION THEM FOR THE OFFICE OF DEACON.
THESE FORMULAS ARE OFTEN ANCIENT AND CARRY SIGNIFICANT THEOLOGICAL WEIGHT, CLEARLY ARTICULATED WITHIN THE
DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

PERSONALIZING YOUR DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM

W/HILE TRADITION PROVIDES A STRONG FRAMEWORK, PERSONALIZING THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM ALLOWS THE
SERVICE TO SPEAK DIRECTLY TO THE UNIQUE GIFTS AND CALLINGS OF THE INDIVIDUALS BEING ORDAINED, AS WELL AS THE
SPECIFIC NEEDS OF THE CONGREGATION. THIS PERSONALIZATION MAKES THE EVENT MORE ENGAGING AND MEMORABLE FOR ALL
INVOLVED.

INCORPORATING PERSONAL TESTIMONIES

INVITING EACH CANDIDATE TO SHARE A BRIEF TESTIMONY ABOUT THEIR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY AND THEIR CALLING TO THE
DIACONATE CAN BE A POWERFUL ADDITION. THIS ALLOWS THE CONGREGATION TO CONNECT WITH THE ORDINANDS ON A DEEPER
LEVEL AND UNDERSTAND THE PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS MILESTONE. T HE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM CAN
ALLOCATE A SPECIFIC TIME FOR THESE TESTIMONIES.

SELECTING MEANINGFUL HYMNS AND Music

CHOOSING HYMNS AND WORSHIP SONGS THAT HAVE PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE TO THE ORDINANDS OR THAT REFLECT THE
CHURCH’S MISSION CAN GREATLY ENHANCE THE SERVICE. THIS MIGHT INCLUDE HYMNS ABOUT SERVICE, SACRIFICE, OR THE NATURE
oF GoD’s KINGDOM. THE MUSICAL SELECTIONS ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

TAILORING THE CHARGE TO THE ORDINANDS

THE PASTORAL CHARGE CAN BE SPECIFICALLY TAILORED TO ADDRESS THE GIFTS AND POTENTIAL CHALLENGES OF THE
INDIVIDUALS BEING ORDAINED. A PASTOR MIGHT DRAW ON PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE CANDIDATES TO OFFER SPECIFIC
ENCOURAGEMENT AND WISDOM, MAKING THE CHARGE MORE IMPACTFUL. THIS THOUGHTFUL CUSTOMIZATION IS OFTEN OUTLINED
WITHIN THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

INCLUDING SPECIAL READINGS OR POETRY

IN ADDITION TO SCRIPTURAL READINGS, INCLUDING A RELEVANT POEM, A PIECE OF INSPIRATIONAL LITERATURE, OR EVEN A SHORT
VIDEO HIGHLIGHTING THE MINISTRY OF DEACONS CAN ADD A UNIQUE AND MEMORABLE DIMENSION TO THE SERVICE. THE DEACON
ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM CAN BE STRUCTURED TO ACCOMMODATE THESE CREATIVE ELEMENTS.



PrACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE
PROGRAM

BEYOND THE THEOLOGICAL AND LITURGICAL ASPECTS, CAREFUL ATTENTION TO PRACTICAL DETAILS IS CRUCIAL FOR A SMOOTH
AND IMPACTFUL DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM. LOGISTICS, COORDINATION, AND COMMUNICATION ARE KEY TO
ENSURING THAT THE CEREMONY UNFOLDS AS INTENDED AND THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS FEEL PREPARED AND SUPPORTED.

TIMELINE AND REHEARSALS

ESTABLISHING A CLEAR TIMELINE FOR THE SERVICE AND SCHEDULING AT LEAST ONE FULL REHEARSAL IS ESSENTIAL. THIS ALLOWS
THE PRESIDING MINISTER, THE ORDINANDS, AND ANY PARTICIPATING LAY LEADERS TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE ORDER OF
SERVICE, PRACTICE ANY SPOKEN PARTS, AND UNDERSTAND THE FLOW OF THE CEREMONY. THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE
PROGRAM SERVES AS THE BASIS FOR THESE REHEARSALS.

RoLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTICIPANTS

CLEARLY DEFINING THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EVERYONE INVOLVED IS VITAL. THIS INCLUDES THE PRESIDING MINISTER,
ASSISTING MINISTERS, USHERS, MUSICIANS, AND THE INDIVIDUALS WHO WILL PRESENT THE CANDIDATES. A WELL-COMMUNICATED
DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM ENSURES THAT EVERYONE KNOWS THEIR PART.

VISUAL AIDS AND SANCTUARY SETUP

CONSIDER THE VISUAL ASPECTS OF THE SERVICE. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE ARRANGING THE SEATING TO ACCOMMODATE THE
ORDINANDS AND THEIR FAMILIES, PREPARING ANY NECESSARY BANNERS OR DECORATIVE ELEMENTS, AND ENSURING THAT ANY
MICROPHONES OR SOUND EQUIPMENT ARE FUNCTIONING CORRECTLY. THE PROGRAM CAN ALSO INCLUDE NOTES ON VISUAL CUES
FOR THE CONGREGATION.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SERVICE PROGRAM

DECIDING HOW THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM WILL BE DISTRIBUTED IS IMPORTANT FOR ATTENDEE EXPERIENCE.
WILL IT BE HANDED OUT AS GUESTS ARRIVE? WILL IT BE AVAILABLE IN ADVANCE? ENSURING THAT ATTENDEES HAVE A COPY
WILL HELP THEM FOLLOW ALONG AND PARTICIPATE FULLY IN THE WORSHIP AND THE ORDINATION RITE.

PosT-ORDINATION RECEPTION

OFTEN, CHURCHES WILL HOST A RECEPTION FOLLOWING THE ORDINATION SERVICE TO CELEBRATE THE NEW DEACONS AND
PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FELLOWSHIP. PLANNING FOR THIS RECEPTION, INCLUDING REFRESHMENTS AND ANY BRIEF REMARKS,
CAN BE CONSIDERED AS AN EXTENSION OF THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

THE MEANING AND IMPACT ofF DEACON ORDINATION

THE ACT OF DEACON ORDINATION, GUIDED BY A THOUGHTFULLY PREPARED DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM, SIGNIFIES A
PROFOUND COMMITMENT TO SERVE WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST. IT IS A MOMENT OF COMMISSIONING THAT CARRIES SIGNIFICANT
SPIRITUAL WEIGHT, IMPACTING BOTH THE INDIVIDUALS ORDAINED AND THE BROADER LIFE OF THE CHURCH.



EMPOWERMENT FOR MINISTRY

ORDINATION IS UNDERSTOOD AS A SPIRITUAL EMPOWERMENT, A RECOGNITION THAT GOD CALLS AND EQUIPS INDIVIDUALS FOR
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES. FOR DEACONS, THIS EMPOWERMENT ENABLES THEM TO CARRY OUT THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES WITH GRACE,
WISDOM, AND COURAGE, SERVING AS TANGIBLE EXPRESSIONS OF CHRIST’S LOVE AND CARE WITHIN THE CONGREGATION AND THE
COMMUNITY.

STRENGTHENING THE CHURCH'S MissION

BY FORMALLY RECOGNIZING AND COMMISSIONING INDIVIDUALS FOR SERVICE, THE CHURCH STRENGTHENS ITS ABILITY TO FULFILL
ITS MISSION. DEACONS OFTEN FOCUS ON THE PRACTICAL NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY, ALLOWING PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TO
CONCENTRATE ON TEACHING AND SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE, THEREBY ENHANCING THE OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CHURCH’S
MINISTRY. THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM FACILITATES THIS CRUCIAL STEP.

A PusLic DecLARATION oF COMMITMENT

THE ORDINATION SERVICE IS A PUBLIC DECLARATION OF THE ORDINANDS' COMMITMENT TO CHRIST AND TO THE SERVICE OF His
CHURCH. [T IS ALSO A PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGMENT BY THE CHURCH OF ITS TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN THESE INDIVIDUALS TO
FAITHFULLY CARRY OUT THEIR DIACONAL RESPONSIBILITIES. THIS MUTUAL COMMITMENT IS OFTEN HIGHLIGHTED THROUGHOUT
THE DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF A MODERN DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE
PROGRAM?

A MODERN DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM TYPICALLY INCLUDES SCRIPTURE READINGS EMPHASIZING SERVICE AND
LEADERSHIP, A HOMILY FOCUSING ON THE THEOLOGICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF DIACONAL MINISTRY, THE CANDIDATE’'S PRESENTATION
AND AFFIRMATION, THE LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER OF ORDINATION, THE PRESENTATION OF SYMBOLS OF OFFICE (LIKE THE
STOLE AND DIACONAL CROSS), THE CHARGE TO THE NEWLY ORDAINED, AND OFTEN A BLESSING FROM THE CONGREGATION.

How CAN A DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM REFLECT THE EVOLVING ROLE OF
DEACONS IN THE CHURCH?

THE PROGRAM CAN REFLECT EVOLVING ROLES BY INCORPORATING CONTEMPORARY LANGUAGE ABOUT SERVICE, SOCIAL JUSTICE,
AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN THE HOMILY AND CHARGE. |T MIGHT ALSO FEATURE THE CANDIDATE SHARING THEIR PERSONAL
CALLING AND VISION FOR DIACONAL MINISTRY, AND INCLUDE READINGS OR REFLECTIONS THAT HIGHLIGHT THE DEACON'S ROLE AS
A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND THE WIDER \WORLD.

\WHAT ARE POPULAR THEMES OR FOCAL POINTS FOR DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE
PROGRAMS TODAY?

POPULAR THEMES OFTEN REVOLVE AROUND 'SERVANT LEADERSHIP," ‘MINISTRY TO THE MARGINS,” JUSTICE AND MERCY,’
'COMPASSION IN ACTION,” AND ‘EMPOWERING THE LAITY.” THE FOCUS IS FREQUENTLY ON THE DEACON AS A VISIBLE SIGN OF
CHRIST'S SERVICE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AND A FACILITATOR OF THE CHURCH'S MISSION.

How ARE FAMILIES AND THE SENDING CONGREGATION TYPICALLY INVOLVED IN A DEACON



ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM?

FAMILIES ARE OFTEN INVOLVED THROUGH PRESENTING THE CANDIDATE, PARTICIPATING IN THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, OR
SHARING REFLECTIONS. THE SENDING CONGREGATION IS INTEGRAL THROUGH THEIR AFFIRMATION OF THE CANDIDATE, THEIR
COMMUNAL PRAYER AND SUPPORT, AND THEIR COMMITMENT TO PARTNERING WITH THE NEWW DEACON IN MINISTRY.

\WHAT ARE SOME CREATIVE WAYS TO INCORPORATE MUSIC AND LITURGY INTO A
DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM?

CREATIVE MUSICAL CHOICES CAN INCLUDE CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SONGS THAT SPEAK TO SERVICE, GOSPEL HYMNS, OR EVEN
COMMISSIONED PIECES. LITURGICALLYI INCORPORATING RESPONSIVE READINGS, A UNITY CANDLE CEREMONY SYMBOLIZING THE
DEACON’S CONNECTION TO THE BODY OF CHRIST, OR A FOOT-WASHING ELEMENT CAN ADD DEPTH AND MEANING.

\X/HERE CAN ONE FIND EXAMPLES OF TRENDING DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM
TEMPLATES OR IDEAS?

RESOURCES FOR TRENDING DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAMS CAN BE FOUND THROUGH DENOMINATIONAL WEBSITES,
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES, LEADERSHIP TRAINING ORGANIZATIONS FOR CHURCHES, AND ONLINE LITURGICAL RESOURCE SITES.
MANY CHURCHES ALSO SHARE THEIR SERVICE BULLETINS OR RECORDINGS, WHICH CAN PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO
CURRENT PRACTICES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO A DEACON ORDINATION SERVICE PROGRAM, FORMATTED AS REQUESTED:

1. THe SErRVANT’Ss CALL: A GUIDE TO DIACONAL MINISTRY

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF DIACONAL SERVICE, EMPHASIZING ITS ROOTS IN CHRIST'S OWN
EXAMPLE OF HUMBLE SERVICE. |T OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR THOSE PREPARING FOR ORDINATION, COVERING SPIRITUAL
FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. THE TEXT AIMS TO EQUIP NEW DEACONS WITH A STRONG
UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES WITHIN THE CHURCH.

2. ORDINATION’S PrOMISE: EMBRACING THE DIACONATE’S FUTURE

FOCUSING ON THE EVOLVING LANDSCAPE OF DIACONAL MINISTRY, THIS WORK EXAMINES THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
FACING ORDAINED DEACONS TODAY. |T DELVES INTO HOW THE DIACONATE CAN EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL
ISSUES AND SPIRITUAL NEEDS. THE BOOK PROVIDES ENCOURAGEMENT AND STRATEGIC THINKING FOR THOSE EMBARKING ON OR
CONTINUING IN THIS VITAL MINISTRY.

3. DIACONAL FORMATION: PATHWAYS TO SERVICE

THIS TITLE OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF DIACONAL FORMATION PROGRAMS. |T
OUTLINES CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, MENTORSHIP STRATEGIES, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FOR
ASPIRING DEACONS. THE BOOK SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR BOTH CANDIDATES AND THOSE OVERSEEING THEIR
TRAINING.

4. THe LiTURGY OF ORDINATION: UNDERSTANDING THE RITE AND ITS MEANING

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH THEOLOGICAL AND PRACTICAL ANALYSIS OF THE ORDINATION SERVICE FOR DEACONS. |T
UNPACKS THE SYMBOLISM, PRAYERS, AND VOWS INVOLVED IN THE CEREMONY, EXPLAINING THEIR SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE
CANDIDATE AND THE WIDER CHURCH. UNDERSTANDING THIS RITE IS CRUCIAL FOR A MEANINGFUL TRANSITION INTO ORDAINED
MINISTRY.

5. MiNISTERING WwiTH PURPOSE: THE DEACON’S ROLE IN THE BopY ofF CHRIST

THIS WORK HIGHLIGHTS THE UNIQUE CONTRIBUTIONS DEACONS MAKE WITHIN THE CHURCH COMMUNITY, PARTICULARLY IN THEIR
SERVICE TO THE MARGINALIZED AND NEEDY. |T EXPLORES VARIOUS PRACTICAL MINISTRIES DEACONS UNDERTAKE, FROM SOCIAL
JUSTICE INITIATIVES TO SPIRITUAL COUNSELING. THE BOOK AIMS TO INSPIRE DEACONS TO EMBRACE THEIR CALLING WITH
CONFIDENCE AND EFFECTIVENESS.

6. DIACONAL SPIRITUALITY: NURTURING THE SOUL FOR SERVICE



THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON THE INNER LIFE AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT NECESSARY FOR EFFECTIVE DIACONAL MINISTRY. |T OFFERS
GUIDANCE ON PRAYER, DISCERNMENT, AND MAINTAINING SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE AMIDST THE DEMANDS OF SERVICE. THE BOOK
EMPHASIZES THAT A STRONG SPIRITUAL FOUNDATION IS PARAMOUNT FOR AUTHENTICALLY EMBODYING CHRIST’S SERVANT
HEART.

/. THE DEACON’s HANDS: PRACTICAL THEOLOGY IN ACTION

THIS BOOK BRIDGES THE GAP BETWEEN THEOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION IN THE DIACONATE. |T
PROVIDES CASE STUDIES AND ACTIONABLE INSIGHTS INTO HOW DEACONS CAN TRANSLATE THEIR FAITH INTO TANGIBLE ACTS OF
SERVICE AND COMPASSION. THE TEXT IS DESIGNED TO EMPOWER NEW DEACONS TO CONFIDENTLY ENGAGE IN MINISTRY.

8. CALLED TO SERVE: PREPARING FOR DIACONAL ORDINATION

THIS RESOURCE OFFERS A STRAIGHTFORWARD AND ENCOURAGING GUIDE FOR INDIVIDUALS DISCERNING AND PREPARING FOR
DIACONAL ORDINATION. |T COVERS PRACTICAL ASPECTS SUCH AS NAVIGATING THE PROCESS, UNDERSTANDING EXPECTATIONS,
AND DEVELOPING ESSENTIAL PASTORAL SKILLS. THE BOOK AIMS TO DEMYSTIFY THE JOURNEY AND PROVIDE CLARITY AND
SUPPORT.

Q. THE DIACONATE ToDpAY: A VISION FOR TRANSFORMATIVE MINISTRY
THIS BOOK PRESENTS A CONTEMPORARY VISION FOR THE DIACONATE, EMPHASIZING ITS POTENTIAL TO BRING ABOUT
TRANSFORMATIVE CHANGE WITHIN CONGREGATIONS AND SOCIETY. |T EXPLORES HOW DEACONS CAN BE AGENTS OF

RECONCILIATION, JUSTICE, AND HOLISTIC CARE. THE TITLE ENCOURAGES A DYNAMIC AND FORW ARD-THINKING APPROACH TO
DIACONAL SERVICE.
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