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Daniel and the Revelation: Uriah Smith's Enduring Legacy

Daniel and the Revelation: Uriah Smith's Enduring Legacy delves into the profound theological insights

and prophetic interpretations offered by Uriah Smith, a pivotal figure in Seventh-day Adventist

eschatology. This article explores Smith's seminal work, Daniel and the Revelation, examining its

historical context, key interpretive methods, and enduring influence on biblical prophecy studies. We

will uncover how Smith meticulously analyzed the prophecies of Daniel and the Apocalypse, providing

a comprehensive framework that continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike. Furthermore,

we will discuss the specific prophecies he addressed, such as the little horn, the 2300-day prophecy,

and the seals and trumpets, highlighting their significance and the scholarly debate surrounding them.

The journey through Smith's meticulous research promises to illuminate the intricate tapestry of biblical

prophecy and its relevance today.
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Uriah Smith: A Pioneer of Prophetic Interpretation

Uriah Smith stands as a towering figure in the early development of Seventh-day Adventist thought,

particularly renowned for his comprehensive exposition of biblical prophecy. His seminal work, Daniel

and the Revelation, first published in 1880, has served as a foundational text for generations of

believers seeking to understand the prophetic visions contained within the books of Daniel and

Revelation. Smith's tireless research and systematic approach provided a clear and consistent

interpretive framework, making complex prophetic passages accessible to a wider audience. His life's

work was dedicated to unraveling the intricate timelines and symbolic language of these prophetic



books, believing them to hold vital messages for the understanding of God's plan for history and

humanity.

Born in 1832, Uriah Smith's personal journey was marked by illness and a profound spiritual

awakening, which fueled his commitment to biblical study. He became a prominent leader, editor, and

author within the burgeoning Seventh-day Adventist movement. His prolific writing, particularly his

commentary on Daniel and Revelation, cemented his reputation as a leading voice on eschatology.

This enduring work has been translated into numerous languages and continues to be a primary

resource for those interested in the prophetic messages of these significant biblical books. The depth

of his scholarship and the clarity of his presentation have ensured its lasting impact.

The Historical Context of Daniel and the Revelation

To fully appreciate the significance of Uriah Smith's Daniel and the Revelation, it is crucial to

understand the historical milieu in which it was written. The mid-19th century was a period of

significant religious revival and keen interest in biblical prophecy, particularly concerning the end times.

The Millerite movement, which predicted the second coming of Christ in the early 1840s, had a

profound impact on shaping prophetic expectations and interpretations. Following the Great

Disappointment, many Adventists, including Uriah Smith, sought to refine their understanding of

prophetic timelines and the events leading up to Christ's return.

Smith's work emerged within this context, aiming to provide a systematic and biblically grounded

explanation of the prophecies that had captured the public imagination. He sought to address lingering

questions and offer a coherent narrative of prophetic history from ancient times to the final

consummation. The interpretive methods prevalent at the time, particularly the historicist approach,

heavily influenced his analysis. This approach interprets prophetic symbols and timelines as unfolding

throughout literal history, from their originating point to their ultimate fulfillment. Smith meticulously

applied this methodology to both Daniel and Revelation, drawing connections between historical events

and the prophetic visions.



Uriah Smith's Hermeneutical Approach to Prophecy

Uriah Smith's hermeneutical approach, central to his understanding of Daniel and the Revelation, was

firmly rooted in historicism. This method posits that the prophecies, particularly those in Daniel and

Revelation, are symbolic representations of historical events and powers that would unfold sequentially

throughout human history. Smith believed that the prophets were given divine insights into the grand

sweep of God's plan, from the fall of ancient empires to the final establishment of Christ's kingdom.

Key tenets of Smith's approach include:

Literal Interpretation of Symbolism: While acknowledging the symbolic nature of prophetic

language (e.g., beasts, horns, numbers), Smith generally sought to identify corresponding

historical entities and time periods.

Day-Year Principle: A cornerstone of his interpretation, the day-year principle assumes that

prophetic "days" often represent literal years in historical fulfillment. This was particularly crucial

for understanding timelines like the 2300-day prophecy.

Continuous Fulfillment: Smith viewed the prophecies as unfolding progressively through history,

with each prophetic period building upon the last. He saw a clear lineage of kingdoms and

powers depicted in the prophetic visions.

Christocentric Focus: Despite the historical focus, Smith's ultimate goal was to demonstrate

God's overarching plan for salvation, culminating in the second coming of Jesus Christ.

Smith's commitment to these principles allowed him to construct a detailed and interconnected

prophetic timeline, which he believed provided a clear roadmap of God's dealings with humanity. His

method aimed for consistency and logical progression, linking the prophecies of Daniel to those of

Revelation in a seamless historical continuum.



Key Prophecies in Daniel: An In-depth Examination

The book of Daniel, with its intricate visions and symbolic narratives, formed a substantial part of Uriah

Smith's comprehensive study. Smith meticulously dissected Daniel's prophetic dreams and visions,

identifying key themes and symbols that he believed pointed to specific historical epochs and future

events. His analysis provided a detailed framework for understanding the rise and fall of empires, the

nature of divine intervention in human affairs, and the ultimate triumph of God's kingdom.

The Kingdoms of Daniel

A central element of Smith's interpretation of Daniel involved the identification of the great metallic

image described in chapter 2 and the successive beasts depicted in chapter 7. These symbols,

according to Smith, represented a succession of world empires that would dominate the ancient Near

East and beyond. The head of gold in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, for instance, was identified with the

Babylonian Empire. The chest and arms of silver represented the Medo-Persian Empire, the belly and

thighs of bronze signified the Grecian Empire under Alexander the Great, and the legs of iron pointed

to the Roman Empire.

Smith further elaborated on the feet and toes of iron and clay, interpreting them as the divided Roman

Empire, which eventually fragmented into various European kingdoms. He saw in these symbols a

divine revelation of the political landscape of the world, demonstrating God's foreknowledge and

control over the affairs of nations. This chronological progression of empires provided a historical

anchor for his understanding of subsequent prophetic events.

The Little Horn of Daniel

One of the most significant and debated prophetic symbols in Daniel is the "little horn." Uriah Smith, in



his extensive analysis, identified this power primarily with the papacy, a common interpretation among

historicist interpreters. He argued that the little horn emerging from the fourth beast (representing the

Roman Empire) in Daniel 7, and the horn described in Daniel 8, shared characteristics that pointed to

the development and influence of the Roman Catholic Church.

Smith detailed how this power would rise to prominence after the fall of the Roman Empire, "plucking

up" or subduing three of the ten kingdoms that succeeded Rome. He highlighted its distinct

characteristics, such as speaking "words against the Most High," changing "times and laws," and

having a reign of 1260 years, a period derived from other prophetic passages and interpreted through

the day-year principle. This protracted period of papal dominance, according to Smith's framework,

played a crucial role in shaping medieval European history and set the stage for later prophetic

fulfillments.

The 2300-Day Prophecy

The 2300-day prophecy in Daniel 8:14 is arguably the most complex and central to Smith's

eschatological system. This prophecy states, "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall

the sanctuary be cleansed." Smith, applying the day-year principle, interpreted these days as years,

leading to a significant chronological calculation. He understood the starting point of this prophetic

period to be 457 BC, with the decree to restore and build Jerusalem.

Following this calculation, the 2300 years would extend to 1844 AD. Smith, along with many early

Adventists, believed that in 1844, Christ entered the second phase of His high priestly ministry in the

heavenly sanctuary—the investigative judgment. This event, according to their interpretation, marked a

pivotal moment in prophetic history, initiating a period of final judgment before Christ's second advent.

The "cleansing of the sanctuary" thus referred to the beginning of this heavenly investigative process,

where the books of heaven are reviewed prior to the final execution of judgment.



Key Prophecies in Revelation: Unpacking the Apocalypse

Uriah Smith's exploration extended seamlessly from Daniel to the Book of Revelation, the culmination

of biblical prophecy. He viewed Revelation not as a series of isolated events, but as a divinely inspired

continuation and unfolding of the prophetic themes introduced in Daniel. His work sought to demystify

the symbolic language of the Apocalypse, presenting a coherent narrative of God's providential

guidance through centuries of conflict and the ultimate triumph of good over evil.

The Seven Seals

Smith's commentary on the seven seals in Revelation 6 provided a historical panorama, commencing

with the seal of Christ and the unfolding of events in the early centuries of the Christian era. Each

seal, in his interpretation, unveiled a distinct period or significant development. The first seal, often

associated with the rider on the white horse, was understood to represent the triumphant spread of the

gospel in the early church.

Subsequent seals depicted various historical challenges and periods of transition. The second seal

was linked to the strife and warfare that characterized certain epochs. The third seal represented the

economic disruptions and famines that periodically affected humanity. The fourth seal, with its pale

horse and rider named Death, was understood to symbolize widespread death and destruction,

particularly during periods of plague and barbarian invasions. The fifth seal revealed the persecution of

martyrs, and the sixth seal depicted cosmic disturbances and societal upheaval, culminating in the

events that would precede Christ's return.

The Seven Trumpets

Following the seals, Smith delved into the seven trumpets of Revelation 8-9, which he saw as



representing more specific judgments and devastations affecting the Roman Empire and its successor

states. These trumpets, blown by angelic figures, were interpreted as a series of divine visitations that

would impact the political and social order of the world. The first four trumpets, in his view, primarily

described judgments that befell the Western Roman Empire as it fragmented and was invaded by

various barbarian tribes, such as the Goths, Vandals, and Huns.

The fifth and sixth trumpets, however, focused on the rise of powers that emerged from the Saracens

and Turks. Smith identified the "locusts" of the fifth trumpet with the Arab conquests and the "four

angels bound in the great river Euphrates" with the Ottoman Turks. These interpretations linked the

trumpets to specific historical events and empires that significantly shaped the course of history in the

Mediterranean and Middle East. The seventh trumpet, the most significant, signaled the final

announcement of Christ's everlasting kingdom.

The Little Horn in Revelation

Similar to his analysis of Daniel, Uriah Smith found the concept of a "little horn" to be a recurring and

crucial symbol in Revelation. He identified the little horn in Revelation 13, which rises from the sea and

possesses characteristics similar to the little horn in Daniel 7, as also representing the papacy. This

power, with its blasphemous name and authority to exercise power for 42 months (interpreted as 1260

years), was seen as a continuation of the same prophetic entity.

Smith meticulously traced the historical trajectory of this power, from its emergence following the

decline of the Roman Empire to its period of dominance and its eventual wound. He viewed the 1260-

year period as beginning in the early centuries AD and extending through the medieval era, a time

when he believed the papacy exerted significant religious and political control. The "deadly wound"

inflicted upon this power, according to his interpretation, referred to the events of the late 18th century,

particularly the French Revolution and the suppression of papal authority, which marked a significant

disruption to its temporal power.



The Chronological Framework

A defining characteristic of Uriah Smith's work on Daniel and the Revelation is the emphasis on a

coherent chronological framework. He meticulously pieced together the various prophetic timelines

presented in these books, creating an interconnected historical narrative. This framework was built

upon the foundation of the 2300-day prophecy and the 1260-year periods associated with the little

horn power. Smith's commitment to establishing a clear chronological progression provided a sense of

order and predictability to the unfolding of God's plan through history.

Smith's chronological system typically begins with the ancient Babylonian Empire and proceeds

through the Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman Empires, as depicted in Daniel's visions. He then

charted the subsequent developments, including the division of the Roman Empire and the rise of the

little horn. The application of the day-year principle was paramount to his calculations, allowing him to

translate prophetic periods into literal years and align them with historical events. This systematic

approach was designed to demonstrate the reliability of prophecy and to provide believers with a

historical context for understanding their place in the prophetic timeline.

The Application of Prophecy to History

Uriah Smith's enduring contribution lies in his masterful application of biblical prophecy to historical

events. He did not merely interpret symbols in the abstract; rather, he sought to identify concrete

historical fulfillments for each prophetic element. This historical exegesis was a hallmark of his

approach, providing tangible evidence for the divine inspiration of the prophetic books.

He argued that the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation served as a historical roadmap, revealing

God's hand in the affairs of nations. By correlating prophetic symbols with known historical

occurrences, such as the rise and fall of empires, the emergence of religious and political powers, and

significant societal shifts, Smith aimed to validate the prophetic Word. This method was crucial for



early Adventists, as it provided them with a framework for understanding their place in the grand

sweep of biblical history and for anticipating future events with confidence.

The strength of his approach lay in its detailed analysis of the specific characteristics attributed to

prophetic symbols and their alignment with historical evidence. For example, his identification of the

papacy with the little horn power was based on a meticulous examination of its historical rise, its

subjugation of other powers, its claims to authority, and its alteration of divine laws. This detailed

correlation between prophecy and history was intended to offer a compelling case for the accuracy and

divine origin of the prophetic messages.

Enduring Influence and Critical Perspectives

Uriah Smith's Daniel and the Revelation has exerted a profound and lasting influence on Seventh-day

Adventist theology and prophetic interpretation. For decades, it served as the primary authoritative

commentary on these crucial biblical books within the denomination. Its clear, systematic, and

historically grounded approach resonated deeply with believers, providing them with a robust

understanding of prophetic timelines and their significance.

The work's meticulous scholarship and its detailed correlations between prophecy and history solidified

its place as a foundational text. Generations of Adventists have relied on Smith's insights to navigate

complex prophetic passages and to understand the historical unfolding of God's plan. His interpretation

of the 2300-day prophecy and its culmination in 1844, as well as his identification of the little horn with

the papacy, became central tenets of Adventist eschatology.

However, like any scholarly work, Smith's interpretations have also been subject to critical examination

and reevaluation over time. While the historicist approach remains a significant interpretive framework

for many within Adventism, other schools of prophetic interpretation have emerged, offering different

perspectives on the fulfillment of these prophecies. Some scholars have challenged specific

chronological calculations or the precise identification of certain prophetic symbols, suggesting



alternative interpretations or emphasizing the symbolic and future-oriented aspects of Revelation more

strongly.

Despite these scholarly discussions, the enduring legacy of Uriah Smith's Daniel and the Revelation is

undeniable. His work remains a testament to a deeply committed scholar's effort to understand and

articulate the prophetic messages of Scripture. It continues to be a valuable resource for those seeking

to engage with the rich tapestry of biblical prophecy, offering a detailed and historically informed

perspective that has shaped Adventist understanding for over a century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Uriah Smith's commentary on Daniel and

Revelation?

Uriah Smith's commentary, particularly "Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation," is renowned for its

detailed exploration of prophetic timelines and symbols within these biblical books, often interpreted

through a historicist lens.

What is Uriah Smith's interpretation of the 'beast' in Revelation?

Smith identifies the 'beast' in Revelation as representing a powerful ecclesiastical and political system

that emerged after the fall of the Roman Empire, which he, like many other Adventists, links to the

Papacy.

How does Uriah Smith connect the book of Daniel to Revelation?

Smith emphasizes the interconnectedness of Daniel and Revelation, viewing Revelation as an

unveiling and expansion of the prophecies presented in Daniel, particularly concerning end-time events

and the history of God's people.



What is Uriah Smith's view on the timing of the Second Coming of

Christ?

Uriah Smith, aligning with Seventh-day Adventist theology, interprets biblical prophecies in Daniel and

Revelation as pointing to the imminent, literal, and visible Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

What role does the 'little horn' in Daniel play in Uriah Smith's

exegesis?

In Smith's commentary, the 'little horn' in Daniel is typically interpreted as a power that arises after the

division of the Roman Empire, often identified with the Papacy, which persecutes God's people and

changes times and laws.

How influential has Uriah Smith's work on Daniel and Revelation been

within Adventism?

Uriah Smith's "Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation" has been highly influential within the Seventh-

day Adventist Church for over a century, serving as a foundational text for understanding their

eschatological interpretations.

What are some of the key symbols Uriah Smith analyzes in Revelation?

Smith extensively analyzes symbols such as the four beasts of Daniel, the image in Nebuchadnezzar's

dream, the sealing of God's people, the mark of the beast, and the millennium, interpreting them in

relation to historical and future events.

Does Uriah Smith's commentary offer a futurist or historicist

perspective on Revelation?

Uriah Smith's commentary largely adopts a historicist perspective, viewing the prophecies of Daniel

and Revelation as a continuous unfolding of history from the time they were given to the second

coming of Christ.



Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Daniel and the Revelation by Uriah Smith, with short descriptions:

1. Insights into Daniel and Revelation

This book offers a thorough exposition of the prophetic visions found in the books of Daniel and

Revelation. It delves into historical fulfillments and future prophecies, seeking to unlock the symbolic

language and timelines presented in these crucial biblical texts. The author aims to provide clarity and

encourage a deeper understanding of God's end-time plan.

2. The Prophetic Symbols of Daniel and Revelation

Focused on the intricate symbolism used by the prophets Daniel and John, this work meticulously

decodes the beasts, numbers, and events described. It connects these symbols to historical empires

and future developments, presenting a comprehensive framework for interpreting the prophecies. The

book helps readers grasp the visual and symbolic language used to convey divine messages.

3. Daniel's Visions and Their Application

This title explores the specific prophetic visions given to Daniel, such as the great statue and the ram

and the goat. It not only analyzes the historical context and prophetic meaning of these visions but

also seeks to draw relevant applications for believers today. The book emphasizes how these ancient

prophecies continue to speak to contemporary issues and the human condition.

4. Revelation's Unveiling: A Comprehensive Study

This comprehensive study aims to unveil the mysteries of the Book of Revelation. It systematically

examines the sequence of events, the individuals and nations involved, and the ultimate triumph of

good over evil. The book provides a chronological and thematic approach to understanding this

complex prophetic book, offering hope and guidance for the present.

5. The End-Time Message of Daniel and Revelation

This work focuses on the overarching end-time message conveyed through both Daniel and

Revelation. It highlights the interconnectedness of these prophecies and their collective focus on the

final conflict between good and evil. The book aims to equip readers with a clear understanding of the



biblical perspective on the closing events of human history.

6. Tracing the Prophetic Timeline: Daniel to Revelation

This book meticulously traces the prophetic timeline, showing how the prophecies of Daniel lay the

groundwork for the visions presented in Revelation. It connects the historical fulfillments of Daniel's

prophecies with the unfolding events of Revelation, demonstrating a consistent divine plan. The study

provides a cohesive narrative of prophetic history leading up to the Second Coming.

7. The Sanctuary and the Investigative Judgment in Prophecy

This title explores the significant themes of the heavenly sanctuary and the investigative judgment as

revealed in the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. It explains the concept of Christ's ministry in the

heavenly sanctuary and its implications for God's people. The book aims to illuminate the sanctuary's

role in God's plan of salvation and judgment.

8. The King of the North and the Papacy in Prophecy

This specific study focuses on identifying and understanding the prophetic role of the "King of the

North" as depicted in Daniel's prophecies. It often connects this figure to historical and religious

powers, particularly the development and influence of the Papacy. The book aims to provide a clear

interpretation of this significant prophetic entity and its impact on world events.

9. Understanding the Mark of the Beast and Sunday Enforcement

This book directly addresses the controversial and highly debated prophecies concerning the "Mark of

the Beast" and the enforcement of Sunday. It examines the biblical texts in Daniel and Revelation that

describe these events and explores their potential historical and future implications. The aim is to

provide a clear, biblically grounded understanding of these critical prophecies.
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