cyberpunk 2077 weapons guide

Cyberpunk 2077 weapons guide to navigating Night City's arsenal is essential for any choomba
looking to survive and thrive. With a vast array of firearms, melee weapons, and even smart and
iconic variants, understanding the best Cyberpunk 2077 weapons can mean the difference between
becoming a legend or a forgotten corpse. This comprehensive Cyberpunk 2077 weapon guide will
delve deep into weapon types, combat styles, iconic weapon locations, and essential tips for
mastering the gunplay. Get ready to explore the best Cyberpunk 2077 weapons to suit your playstyle,
whether you prefer stealthy headshots, explosive close-quarters combat, or technological domination.
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Understanding Weapon Types in Cyberpunk 2077

Night City is a concrete jungle where your choice of weaponry dictates your survival. In Cyberpunk
2077, weapons are broadly categorized into three main types, each offering distinct combat
advantages and requiring different approaches. These categories are further broken down by firing
modes and specialized functions, allowing for a truly personalized combat experience. Mastering the
nuances of each weapon type is fundamental to succeeding in the brutal world of Cyberpunk 2077.

The primary weapon categories include Power weapons, Tech weapons, and Smart weapons. Power



weapons are the workhorses, offering reliable ballistic damage that can be aimed manually. They are
straightforward to use and effective in most situations, making them a solid choice for newcomers
and seasoned players alike. Tech weapons, on the other hand, introduce a unique charging mechanic.
Firing them uncharged delivers standard damage, but holding the fire button charges a devastating
projectile that can pierce through cover, offering tactical advantages when engaging enemies behind
obstacles. Smart weapons are perhaps the most futuristic, utilizing cybernetic targeting systems to
lock onto enemies, allowing for homing projectiles that can curve around obstacles. This category is
particularly potent for players who prefer a more hands-off approach to aiming or want to ensure
every shot counts.

The Best Cyberpunk 2077 Weapons for Every Playstyle

Your journey through Night City will be significantly shaped by the weapons you choose to wield.
Cyberpunk 2077 offers a diverse arsenal, catering to a wide spectrum of playstyles. Whether you're a
silent assassin, a cybernetically enhanced brute, or a tech-savvy hacker, there’s a perfect weapon
waiting to be discovered. Understanding which Cyberpunk 2077 weapons excel in specific combat
scenarios will empower you to tackle any challenge the city throws your way.

For the stealthy netrunner or assassin, silenced pistols and sniper rifles are paramount. Weapons with
high critical hit chance and damage bonuses are ideal for landing those decisive, one-shot kills.
Consider the Nue (a powerful pistol) or the SPT32-X "Polaris" (a reliable sniper rifle). For players who
enjoy a more direct, aggressive approach, shotguns and assault rifles are excellent choices. These
weapons excel in close to mid-range engagements and can quickly dispatch groups of enemies. The
iconic "Guts" shotgun, for instance, offers incredible stopping power. If you lean towards a more
technologically advanced playstyle, Smart weapons are indispensable. The "Scalpel" sword, for melee
enthusiasts, also provides significant advantages in close combat with its increased critical hit
chance.

Mastering Different Weapon Categories: A Cyberpunk
2077 Weapons Deep Dive

To truly dominate Night City, a comprehensive understanding of Cyberpunk 2077 weapons and their
mechanics is crucial. Each weapon category has unique strengths and weaknesses that, when
leveraged correctly, can turn the tide of any battle. This section offers a deeper dive into the
functionalities and best uses for each weapon type.

Power Weapons: The Reliable Foundation

Power weapons are the most common and straightforward firearms in Cyberpunk 2077. They operate
on traditional ballistic principles and are effective at most ranges. Their primary advantage lies in
their consistency and ease of use. While they may lack the specialized features of Tech or Smart
weapons, their raw stopping power and availability make them a staple for many V builds. Many
assault rifles, pistols, and submachine guns fall into this category, providing a solid base for any



combatant.

Tech Weapons: Pierce Through Cover and Expectations

Tech weapons introduce a significant tactical advantage with their ability to charge shots that pierce
through cover. This mechanic is invaluable when facing enemies who rely on hard cover, allowing you
to engage them without exposing yourself to return fire. The charging mechanic requires a slight
adjustment in timing, but the payoff in terms of safety and damage output is immense. Mastering the
charge shot can drastically improve your survivability and effectiveness, especially in prolonged
firefights.

Smart Weapons: Lock On and Unleash

Smart weapons are designed for players who value precision and ease of targeting. Their integrated
cybernetic targeting systems allow V to lock onto enemies, with projectiles then homing in on their
designated targets. This feature is particularly useful for players who may struggle with precise
aiming, or for situations where multiple enemies are present and rapid target acquisition is key. The
ability to curve shots around obstacles further enhances their tactical utility, making them a potent
tool for both offensive and defensive maneuvers.

Iconic Weapons: Unlocking Night City's Legendary
Arsenal

Beyond the standard firearms, Cyberpunk 2077 features a collection of unique and powerful Iconic
weapons. These aren't just rare; they possess special abilities and visual flair that set them apart from
their common counterparts. Acquiring these legendary Cyberpunk 2077 weapons often involves
completing specific side jobs or exploring hidden areas within Night City. Each Iconic weapon is tied to
a character or a memorable moment in the game, adding a layer of narrative depth to your arsenal.

The acquisition methods for these weapons vary. Some are awarded upon the completion of specific
quests, like "The Maelstrom Gang" or "Beat on the Brat" side jobs. Others might be found on the
bodies of particularly challenging enemies or hidden away in secret locations. For instance, the iconic
pistol "Dying Night" is a reward for completing the first few quests for a specific Fixer. Knowing where
to look and what to do to obtain these powerful Cyberpunk 2077 weapons can significantly boost your
combat capabilities. For example, the iconic shotgun "Guts" is a reward for completing the side job
"The Heist" and is incredibly powerful for close-quarters combat.

Notable Iconic Weapon Locations and Benefits

Each Iconic weapon offers unique perks that can dramatically alter your combat approach. The iconic
pistol "Malorian Arms 3516" is a prime example, known for its exceptional damage and unique firing
mechanics. It's a reward for completing Johnny Silverhand's quests. Another fantastic example is the
iconic katana "Byakko," obtained after completing the side job "The Ripperdoc" with Wakako. Its
unique attack pattern and damage output make it a melee powerhouse. The iconic assault rifle



"Scalpel" can be acquired from Fingers' clinic after completing the side quest "Small Man, Big Mouth."
It offers increased critical hit chance and attack speed, making it a versatile option for many combat
scenarios.

Smart Weapons: Hacking Your Way to Victory

Smart weapons in Cyberpunk 2077 are a game-changer for players who appreciate automated
precision and the ability to outmaneuver opponents through technological superiority. These weapons
are characterized by their ability to lock onto targets, allowing bullets or projectiles to curve and hit
their mark even when direct line-of-sight is obstructed. This feature makes them incredibly potent,
especially when combined with specific cyberware and perks that enhance smart weapon capabilities.

To effectively utilize Smart weapons, V needs the appropriate cyberware installed. Specifically, a
cyberdeck with a Smart link will enable the targeting system. Once equipped, players can hold down
the aim button to initiate a targeting sequence. Once a lock is acquired on an enemy, the projectiles
will automatically track them. This allows for a more relaxed aiming experience and can be
particularly advantageous when engaging multiple enemies or dealing with fast-moving targets. The
strategic advantage of Smart weapons lies in their ability to maintain offensive pressure while V can
focus on other actions, such as dodging, reloading, or even initiating hacks.

Synergizing Smart Weapons with Cyberware

The true potential of Smart weapons is unlocked through careful synergy with V's cyberware and
perks. Certain cyberware implants can enhance the targeting speed, range, and accuracy of Smart
weapons. For instance, the "Smart Link" cyberware is essential for enabling the smart targeting
system itself. Beyond that, perks in the "Cool" attribute tree can further boost the effectiveness of
Smart weapons. The "Killer Instinct" perk, for example, increases critical damage with Smart
weapons. Pairing these upgrades with the right Smart weapon can lead to devastating combinations,
allowing V to effortlessly eliminate targets from cover or while in motion.

Melee Weapons: Close-Quarters Combat Mastery

While Night City is synonymous with firearms, the art of close-quarters combat with melee weapons is
equally viable and often highly rewarding in Cyberpunk 2077. From katanas and knives to blunt
objects and fists, melee combat offers a visceral and up-close-and-personal way to deal with enemies.
Mastering melee weapons requires different skills and strategies than gunplay, emphasizing timing,
movement, and the use of powerful combos.

The effectiveness of melee weapons is heavily influenced by V's body stats and relevant perks.
Investing in the "Body" attribute and unlocking perks related to melee combat can significantly
increase damage, attack speed, and the ability to stagger or dismember opponents. Certain melee
weapons also have unique properties. For instance, katanas often boast high critical hit chances and
fast attack speeds, while hammers and bats deliver crushing blows that can stun enemies. For those
who prefer an even more direct approach, fists augmented with cybernetic enhancements can be



surprisingly effective.

Best Melee Weapons and Their Uses

Night City offers a variety of melee weapons, each with its own strengths. The katana is a popular
choice, offering a balance of speed and damage. Iconic katanas like "Scalpel" or "Byakko" can provide
significant advantages. Knives are excellent for stealth takedowns and offer rapid attacks. Blunt
weapons like bats and hammers excel at stunning and crowd control, often staggering enemies with
powerful swings. Fist-based combat, enhanced by cyberware like the Gorilla Arms, can deliver
immense blunt force damage and is ideal for players who want to get up close and personal.

When choosing a melee weapon, consider the perks you've invested in. If you have perks that
increase critical hit chance, a katana might be ideal. If you focus on brute force and staggering
enemies, a hammer or blunt weapon could be more suitable. Remember to also consider the
weapon's reach and attack speed, as these factors will influence your combat rhythm.

Weapon Tiers and Rarity: What You Need to Know

The effectiveness of any weapon in Cyberpunk 2077 is not solely determined by its type but also by
its rarity and tier. As you progress through the game, you'll encounter weapons of increasing power,
denoted by their rarity. Understanding these tiers is crucial for knowing when to upgrade your arsenal
and which Cyberpunk 2077 weapons to prioritize.

Weapons in Cyberpunk 2077 are typically classified into several rarity tiers, indicated by color:
Common (white), Uncommon (green), Rare (blue), Epic (purple), and Legendary (orange). Common
weapons are basic and offer minimal stats. As you move up the tiers, weapons gain enhanced base
damage, more mod slots, and often unique perks or effects. Legendary weapons are the pinnacle,
boasting the highest stats and most potent special abilities, making them some of the most sought-
after Cyberpunk 2077 weapons.

Understanding Rarity and Stat Progression

The progression of weapon stats directly correlates with their rarity. A common pistol might have a
base damage of 10, while an uncommon version of the same pistol could have a base damage of 15,
and a legendary version could surpass 30, alongside additional bonuses like increased critical hit
chance or elemental damage. The number of mod slots also increases with rarity, allowing for greater
customization and optimization of your chosen Cyberpunk 2077 weapons.

When faced with multiple versions of the same weapon type, always opt for the highest rarity
available. This not only ensures better performance but also provides more opportunities for
customization through weapon mods, further enhancing the capabilities of your Cyberpunk 2077
weapons.



Cyberware Enhancements and Weapon Synergy

In the world of Cyberpunk 2077, your body is as much a weapon as the guns you carry. Cyberware
implants play a pivotal role in enhancing V's combat abilities and creating powerful synergies with
your chosen Cyberpunk 2077 weapons. Equipping the right cyberware can transform an ordinary
weapon into a devastating tool of destruction, tailored to your specific playstyle.

Consider the "Sandy" cyberware, for instance, which slows down time, allowing for precise aiming and
rapid firing of your preferred weapons. For melee enthusiasts, "Gorilla Arms" are essential for
increasing unarmed damage and providing a brutal edge in close combat. Smart weapons, as
previously mentioned, require specific cyberware like the "Smart Link" to function. Beyond these core
enhancements, other implants can boost critical hit chance, improve reload speed, or even grant
unique active abilities that complement your weapon of choice, making those Cyberpunk 2077
weapons even more effective.

Optimizing Your Build for Weapon Effectiveness

The key to maximizing your combat effectiveness lies in building V around your preferred weapon
types. If you favor pistols, invest in perks that increase pistol damage, critical hit chance, and
headshot multipliers. For assault rifles, focus on perks that enhance accuracy, recoil control, and
sustained fire. Melee builds should prioritize perks that boost attack speed, critical hits, and damage
reduction. Understanding how your cyberware and perk points interact with your Cyberpunk 2077
weapons is crucial for creating a truly powerful character.

Tips for Acquiring and Upgrading Cyberpunk 2077
Weapons

Navigating Night City's economy and its ever-present dangers requires a keen eye for acquiring and
improving your arsenal. Simply picking up every weapon you find might not be the most efficient
strategy. Instead, understanding the best ways to get your hands on powerful Cyberpunk 2077
weapons and how to upgrade them will ensure you're always well-equipped.

Vendors in Night City offer a consistent supply of weapons and upgrades. Visiting weapon shops in
different districts can reveal unique offerings. Fixers also often have high-quality weapons available
for purchase after completing their associated jobs. Looting defeated enemies remains a primary
source of weapons, especially common and uncommon variants. For rarer items, keep an eye out for
crafting blueprints and materials, which allow you to craft your own high-tier Cyberpunk 2077
weapons.

Efficient Looting and Crafting Strategies

Prioritize looting enemies in high-level areas, as they are more likely to drop better gear. Don't
overlook weapon caches found during missions or exploration. Crafting is a powerful way to get



exactly what you need. By investing points into the "Technical Ability" attribute and unlocking crafting
perks, you can upgrade existing weapons to higher tiers or craft powerful new ones from scratch. This
is especially useful for obtaining specific Iconic weapons or creating custom loadouts of Cyberpunk
2077 weapons.

Choosing the Right Weapon Mods

Weapon mods are the lifeblood of customization in Cyberpunk 2077, allowing you to fine-tune your
Cyberpunk 2077 weapons to perfectly suit your combat style. These attachments can significantly
alter a weapon's performance, adding extra damage, improving accuracy, or even introducing
elemental effects.

Weapon mods are categorized by the type of attachment they represent. Scopes offer increased
zoom and aiming precision, essential for snipers and marksmen. Muzzles can reduce recoil or add
suppressors for stealthier operations. Grips can improve weapon handling and stability. Some mods
also add elemental damage, such as thermal, chemical, or electric damage, which can be particularly
effective against specific enemy types. The number of mod slots available on a weapon directly
impacts how many enhancements you can apply, with higher rarity weapons generally having more
slots.

Understanding Mod Types and Their Impact

e Scopes: Enhance aiming precision and zoom level.

Muzzles: Reduce recoil, increase stability, or add suppressors.

Barrels: Can increase damage or alter projectile behavior.

Grips: Improve weapon handling and stability during firing.

Magazine Mods: Increase magazine capacity or reload speed.

e Special Mods: Can add elemental damage (fire, poison, electricity) or unique effects.

When selecting mods, consider the base stats of your weapon and the combat scenarios you
anticipate. For a stealth build, a suppressor and a scope for headshots are paramount. For a close-
quarters brawler, mods that increase fire rate and stability for sustained fire might be more beneficial.
Experimenting with different combinations is key to discovering the most effective loadouts for your
Cyberpunk 2077 weapons.

Effective Combat Strategies with Cyberpunk 2077



Weapons

Mastering your Cyberpunk 2077 weapons is only half the battle; employing effective combat
strategies is what truly separates the survivors from the casualties in Night City. Understanding
enemy behaviors, leveraging environmental advantages, and coordinating your weapon usage with
your cyberware and abilities are critical for success.

Always analyze the combat arena before engaging. Utilize cover effectively to avoid incoming fire,
and use your Tech weapons to shoot through it when necessary. For Smart weapons, use your
targeting system to track multiple enemies or engage those behind cover. When using melee
weapons, focus on flanking maneuvers and exploiting openings in enemy attack patterns. Don't
underestimate the power of elemental damage; using fire against organic enemies or electricity
against robotic ones can significantly speed up engagements.

Adapting Your Tactics to Enemy Types

Different enemy types require different approaches. Heavily armored enemies may be resistant to
ballistic damage, making Tech weapons or high-impact melee weapons more effective. Fast-moving
enemies might be best dealt with using Smart weapons or shotguns. Enemies with shields can often
be bypassed with flanking maneuvers or powerful explosives. Learning enemy attack patterns and
weaknesses will allow you to select the most appropriate Cyberpunk 2077 weapons and tactics for
each encounter.

Furthermore, consider using environmental hazards to your advantage. Shooting explosive barrels or
triggering electrical hazards can quickly clear out groups of enemies, often with less ammo
expenditure. Combining these environmental tactics with the strengths of your chosen Cyberpunk
2077 weapons will lead to more efficient and satisfying combat experiences throughout Night City.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best iconic weapons in Cyberpunk 2077 for a
netrunner build?

For a netrunner, iconic weapons that synergize with hacking are top-tier. 'Fadika' (a pistol) is excellent
for its guaranteed critical hits, which benefits from perks that boost crit damage. 'Kongou' (a katana)
can be surprisingly good if you spec into melee for close-quarters defense, especially with its charge
attacks and ability to stun enemies, indirectly supporting your netrunning by controlling the
battlefield.

How do Mantis Blades, Gorilla Arms, and Projectile Launch
Systems compare in Cyberpunk 2077?

Mantis Blades offer high, sustained melee damage with bleed effects and excellent mobility thanks to
their built-in jJump attacks. Gorilla Arms provide raw blunt force, stun potential, and are great for



intimidation and breaking objects, often favored by brawlers. Projectile Launch Systems are explosive,
offering area-of-effect damage and knockback, useful for crowd control and dealing with armored
targets, but they typically consume ammao.

What are the most effective weapon types for dealing with
heavily armored enemies in Cyberpunk 2077?

High-caliber assault rifles and LMGs with high penetration can be effective. However, smart weapons
with smart targeting and precision rifles or sniper rifles that focus on headshots are generally more
efficient. Explosive weapon types, like shotguns with explosive rounds or the Projectile Launch
System, also excel at bypassing armor and dealing significant damage to armored foes.

Can | upgrade existing weapons in Cyberpunk 2077, or do |
need to find new ones?

Yes, you can upgrade weapons in Cyberpunk 2077. You can improve their stats (damage, crit chance,
etc.) by crafting upgrades using components at a workbench. Furthermore, you can apply mods to
weapons, and iconic weapons can often be upgraded to higher tiers, increasing their base stats and
sometimes their unique effects, effectively letting you keep your favorite weapons relevant
throughout the game.

What's the deal with Smart Weapons in Cyberpunk 2077, and
how do they work?

Smart Weapons in Cyberpunk 2077 feature auto-targeting systems. To use them effectively, you'll
need a Cyberdeck with a Smart Link cyberware installed. Once equipped, you can 'lock on' to enemies
before firing, allowing your projectiles to track targets, even around corners. This is incredibly useful
for evasive players or those who struggle with precise aiming.

Are there any 'must-have’' weapon mods or perks in
Cyberpunk 2077 for a balanced playthrough?

For a balanced playthrough, consider mods that boost crit chance and crit damage, such as 'Crit
Chance Booster' and 'Headshot Damage Amplifier'. On the perk side, investing in the 'Gun Kata' tree
for pistols and revolvers, 'Assault Tree' for rifles and SMGs, or 'Blades' for melee weapons can provide
significant combat advantages. Perks that improve reload speed and weapon handling are also
universally beneficial.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to a "Cyberpunk 2077 Weapons Guide," each starting with and followed
by a short description:

1. Iconic Arsenal: A Cyberpunk 2077 Weapon Compendium

This comprehensive guide delves into the most legendary firearms and melee weapons found in Night
City. Discover the lore behind each iconic piece, from the tactical precision of the Lexington to the
devastating power of the Mantis Blades. It offers detailed stats, upgrade paths, and unique abilities to



help players master every combat scenario.

2. Night City's Armory: Unlocking Cyberpunk 2077's Firepower

Explore the diverse range of weaponry available to mercenaries and solo operators in the gritty
streets of Night City. This book categorizes firearms by type - handguns, rifles, shotguns, and more -
providing essential information on damage, fire rate, and handling. Learn how to effectively utilize
each weapon to overcome the city's most dangerous gangs and corporate enforcers.

3. Chrome & Caliber: A Cyberpunk 2077 Weapon Manual

Dive deep into the mechanics and customization options for Cyberpunk 2077's weaponry. This
manual breaks down weapon rarity, rarity tiers, and the impact of mods and cyberware on combat
effectiveness. It’s an indispensable resource for understanding how to build the perfect loadout for
any playstyle, whether you prefer stealth takedowns or explosive assaults.

4. The Street Samurai's Edge: Melee and Unarmed Combat in Cyberpunk 2077

Focusing on close-quarters combat, this guide is essential for anyone looking to master the art of

melee in Night City. It details the various blades, blunt instruments, and cybernetic enhancements
that can turn a skilled operative into a living weapon. Learn specialized attack patterns, defensive
maneuvers, and how to exploit enemy weaknesses up close.

5. From Tech to Power: Mastering Cyberpunk 2077's Ballistics

This book offers a thorough examination of the technological advancements in weaponry within
Cyberpunk 2077. It explains the distinct characteristics of Tech weapons, Power weapons, and high-
velocity Smart weapons, outlining their tactical advantages and best use cases. Understand projectile
trajectory, penetration power, and how to adapt your arsenal to different enemy types.

6. Silent Dissent: A Cyberpunk 2077 Stealth Weapons Guide

For those who prefer to operate from the shadows, this guide focuses on the tools of the silent
operative. It covers silenced pistols, precision sniper rifles, throwing knives, and non-lethal options for
subduing targets. Learn how to achieve your objectives without drawing unwanted attention, making
every shot count and every silent kill a testament to your skill.

7. Explosive Solutions: Heavy Ordinance and Explosives in Cyberpunk 2077

Unleash chaos with this guide to the destructive power of Cyberpunk 2077's heavier weapons. It
explores the strategic deployment of grenade launchers, rocket launchers, and various explosive
devices. Understand blast radius, damage types, and how to use these tools to level the playing field
against overwhelming odds.

8. Kinetic Arts: The Fundamentals of Cyberpunk 2077 Gunplay

This foundational guide breaks down the core mechanics of gun combat in Cyberpunk 2077. It covers
aiming, recoil control, movement during firefights, and target acquisition. Learn the essential skills
that every successful mercenary needs to survive the dangerous realities of Night City's combat
zones.

9. Cyberware and Steel: Enhancing Combat with Cyberpunk 2077 Weapons

Explore the symbiotic relationship between your cybernetic enhancements and your chosen
weaponry. This book details how specific cyberware, such as arm cybernetics and reflex boosters, can
dramatically alter your weapon handling and combat effectiveness. Discover the ultimate synergy
between chrome and firepower to dominate the streets.
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