currier and ives lithographs value guide

Currier and Ives lithographs value guide: Discovering the worth of these iconic American
prints can be a fascinating journey into the nation's artistic and cultural past. From bustling
cityscapes to serene rural scenes, Currier and Ives captured the essence of 19th-century
American life. Understanding what influences the Currier and lves lithographs value
involves delving into factors like rarity, condition, subject matter, and the specific printing
techniques employed. This comprehensive guide will equip you with the knowledge to
assess your own prints or make informed decisions when acquiring new ones, ensuring you
navigate the collectibles market with confidence. We'll explore the history, key identifiers,
and the intricate details that contribute to a Currier and Ives lithograph's monetary and
historical significance.
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Understanding the Value of Currier and lves
Lithographs

The allure of Currier and lves lithographs lies not only in their historical documentation of
American life but also in their aesthetic appeal and potential as investments. When
assessing the Currier and Ives lithographs value, it's essential to recognize that not all
prints are created equal. The market for these pieces is diverse, with some prints fetching
modest sums and others commanding significant prices. A thorough understanding of the
elements that contribute to their worth is paramount for collectors and those looking to sell.
This section will lay the groundwork for a deeper dive into the specifics that dictate the
market value of these cherished artworks.

The Legacy of Currier and lves

Founded in 1834 by Nathaniel Currier and later joined by James Merritt Ives, the firm of
Currier and Ives became synonymous with affordable, mass-produced lithographs that
adorned American homes from the mid-19th century through the early 20th century. Their
output was prolific, with over 7,000 different subjects produced. They aimed to democratize
art, making it accessible to the burgeoning middle class. Their prints depicted a wide array
of scenes, including historical events, portraits, landscapes, religious subjects, sentimental
scenes, sporting events, and everyday life, effectively serving as visual chronicles of the
era. The value of Currier and lves lithographs is intrinsically linked to this rich historical
narrative they represent.

Key Factors Influencing Currier and Ives
Lithograph Value

Several critical factors converge to determine the market value of any given Currier and
Ives lithograph. Collectors and dealers alike scrutinize these elements to ascertain a print's
desirability and rarity. Understanding these determinants is the cornerstone of accurate
appraisal and successful acquisition or sale. This guide will break down each significant
factor, providing insights into how they collectively impact the Currier and Ives lithographs
value.



Rarity and Edition Size

Perhaps the most significant driver of value for Currier and Ives lithographs is their rarity.
While the firm produced millions of prints, certain subjects were printed in much smaller
quantities than others. Prints that were part of limited edition runs, or those that have
survived in very few examples due to damage or loss over time, are inherently more
valuable. The specific printing date can also indicate rarity, with earlier impressions often
being more sought after. For instance, prints from the firm's earlier years or those produced
for special occasions tend to be scarcer and, therefore, command higher prices.
Researchers and catalogers have spent decades identifying and documenting the print
runs, providing a basis for assessing rarity in the Currier and Ives lithographs value guide.

Condition: The Crucial Determinant

The physical condition of a Currier and Ives lithograph plays a paramount role in its
valuation. Prints that are unfaded, free from tears, creases, foxing (brown spotting),
staining, or significant damage to the paper will naturally be worth more than those that
are not. Original coloring, if vibrant and well-preserved, also adds considerable value. Any
repairs or restoration work, even if skillfully done, can sometimes detract from the original
value, though it can also preserve a print that would otherwise be unsalable. Collectors
often look for prints in excellent or near-mint condition. The absence of mat burn, a
common issue from prolonged contact with acidic mat board, is also a positive indicator.
When considering the Currier and Ives lithographs value, always prioritize condition.

Subject Matter and Popularity

The depicted subject matter is a major influence on a lithograph's appeal and,
consequently, its value. Prints that capture particularly iconic or sought-after themes tend
to be more valuable. These often include:

Depictions of Abraham Lincoln and significant Civil War events.

Famous clipper ships and naval scenes.

Winter scenes, especially those with ice skating or sleigh rides, which are highly
evocative of American nostalgia.

Scenes of the American West, including cowboys, Native Americans, and frontier life.

Early views of American cities and landmarks.

Sporting scenes, such as horse racing or hunting.

Prints that are particularly beautiful, sentimental, or historically significant often find a



stronger market. The emotional connection a viewer has to the image can significantly
impact its perceived value, making popular themes a key consideration in the Currier and
Ives lithographs value guide.

Coloring and Printing Techniques

Currier and lves employed various coloring techniques, and the quality of the hand-coloring
significantly impacts a print's value. Prints that were originally issued in black and white
and then hand-colored by skilled artists are often more valuable than those that were
printed with color plates. The vibrancy, detail, and uniformity of the coloring are critical.
Some prints were issued in both colored and uncolored versions, with the colored versions
typically being more desirable and valuable. The clarity of the lithographic stone impression
and the quality of the paper used are also important considerations. Early, fine impressions
printed on high-quality paper are generally more valuable. Understanding these nuances
helps in accurately assessing the Currier and lves lithographs value.

Identifying Authentic Currier and lves Prints

Distinguishing genuine Currier and lves lithographs from later reproductions or works by
imitators is crucial for accurate valuation. The firm's prolific output and the enduring
popularity of their work have unfortunately led to a market flooded with copies. Fortunately,
there are several key identifiers that can help authenticate a print and confirm its place
within the Currier and Ives lithographs value guide.

Signature and Publisher's Mark

Authentic Currier and Ives prints will almost always bear the publisher's imprint, usually
located in the lower margin. This imprint typically reads "Currier & lves" or "Currier & Ives,
New York" or similar variations. The style of the lettering and its placement can also be
indicative of the print's age. While not all prints were signed by the artists themselves, the
presence of the publisher's mark is a primary indicator of authenticity. Some prints may
also feature a copyright notice or a serial number, which can further aid in identification
and dating. Knowing where to look for these marks is essential when evaluating Currier and
Ives lithographs value.

Date and Series Information

Many Currier and lves prints are dated, either within the image itself, in the publisher's
imprint, or sometimes in the title. The date of publication is a vital clue to a print's age and,
therefore, its potential rarity. Additionally, some prints were part of specific series, such as
the "American Homestead" series or the "Winter" series. Identifying which series a print
belongs to can provide context for its production and market demand. Catalogues



raisonnés and specialized books on Currier and Ives are invaluable resources for cross-
referencing dates and series information, contributing to a more precise understanding of
Currier and Ives lithographs value.

Paper Type and Age

The type and condition of the paper on which a Currier and lves lithograph is printed can
also offer clues to its authenticity and age. Early prints were often produced on laid paper,
which has a distinct texture with parallel lines, or wove paper, which is smoother. The paper
should generally appear to be aged, exhibiting a creamy or slightly yellowed hue rather
than stark white. However, severe yellowing or brittleness can indicate poor condition. The
weight and thickness of the paper can also vary depending on the print's era and intended
market. Modern reproductions often use brighter, whiter paper and may be printed on a
different substrate altogether. Examining the paper is a fundamental step in any Currier
and Ives lithographs value guide assessment.

Common Misconceptions About Currier and lves
Lithograph Value

The world of antique prints is rife with myths and misunderstandings, and Currier and Ives
lithographs are no exception. Many aspiring collectors are misled by common beliefs that
can lead to overpaying or undervaluing these historical pieces. Dispelling these
misconceptions is crucial for anyone serious about understanding the true Currier and lves
lithographs value.

The Myth of the "Common" Print

A pervasive myth is that all Currier and lves prints are common and therefore not very
valuable. While it's true that some popular scenes were produced in vast quantities and are
readily available, many others are genuinely rare. The term "common" is relative. Even
what might be considered a common print today could have been highly significant in its
time. It's the rarity of specific subjects, combined with condition and desirability, that truly
dictates value. A print that is widely available in poor condition may have little value, while
a print considered common but found in pristine condition with a desirable subject can still
hold significant worth. Always research specific titles, not just the publisher.

Over-Restoration and its Impact

Another misconception is that any restoration automatically devalues a print. While
professional restoration can be essential to preserve a print, poorly executed or excessive
restoration can indeed diminish its value. For example, if a print has been heavily



retouched, its colors significantly altered, or if the margins have been trimmed to hide
damage, its market value will be negatively affected. Collectors generally prefer original,
unrestored prints. However, a skilled conservator can sometimes stabilize a fragile print or
expertly repair minor tears without significantly impacting its desirability. The key is the
quality and extent of the restoration. It's important to know that the Currier and lves
lithographs value is sensitive to how a print has been treated.

Where to Find Currier and lves Lithographs

Locating authentic Currier and Ives lithographs requires diligence and a discerning eye. The
marketplace for these historical prints is diverse, ranging from specialized dealers to online
auctions. Knowing where to look can increase your chances of finding quality pieces and
understanding current market trends for Currier and lves lithographs value.

e Antique Shops and Flea Markets: While it requires sifting through a lot of material,
these venues can sometimes yield unexpected treasures. Prices may be lower, but
authenticity and condition must be meticulously checked.

e Art Galleries Specializing in Prints: Reputable dealers who focus on antique prints
often have a curated selection of well-authenticated and often professionally
conserved Currier and lves lithographs. They can also provide valuable expertise and
provenance.

e Online Auction Sites and Marketplaces: Websites like eBay, Etsy, and various
antigue auction platforms offer a vast selection. However, it is crucial to buy from
trusted sellers with good feedback and detailed, accurate descriptions and
photographs.

e Antiques Shows and Fairs: These events bring together numerous dealers,
providing a broad spectrum of prints to view and compare. They offer the advantage
of being able to inspect pieces in person.

e Specialized Currier and lves Dealers: A select number of dealers dedicate their

business to Currier and lves prints, offering extensive knowledge and a wide
inventory.

When acquiring prints, always prioritize provenance, authenticity, and condition. The
Currier and Ives lithographs value is best understood through consistent exposure to the
market and reliable sources.

Acquiring Currier and lves Lithographs

The process of acquiring Currier and lves lithographs should be approached with a



measured strategy. Whether you are a seasoned collector or just beginning, understanding
the market dynamics and prioritizing quality will lead to more satisfying acquisitions. Focus
on building a collection that is both historically significant and holds enduring appeal. This
careful approach ensures that your investment in Currier and Ives lithographs value is well-
placed.

Appraising Your Currier and lves Lithographs

Determining the accurate market value of your Currier and Ives lithographs is a critical
step, whether you intend to sell them or simply understand their worth. This involves a
combination of research, expert consultation, and an objective assessment of the print's
inherent qualities. Relying on a sound Currier and lves lithographs value guide will
empower you in this process.

Professional Appraisals

For a definitive valuation, engaging a professional appraiser specializing in antique prints or
Americana is highly recommended. These experts possess the knowledge to identify rarity,
assess condition accurately, and understand current market trends. They can provide a
formal appraisal document that outlines the print's value, its historical significance, and the
factors that contribute to that valuation. This is particularly important for rare or high-value
prints, or when insurance coverage is needed. A professional appraisal will provide the most
reliable assessment of Currier and lves lithographs value.

Online Resources and Auction Results

A wealth of information is available online to help you research the value of Currier and Ives
lithographs. Numerous websites offer databases of past auction results, cataloguing the
prices realized for specific prints. Looking at recent sales of comparable prints—similar
subject matter, condition, and era—can give you a good indication of current market value.
Be aware that auction prices can fluctuate, and they represent what a buyer was willing to
pay on a specific day. However, these resources are invaluable for building your own
understanding of Currier and Ives lithographs value. Reputable antique print dealers'
websites can also be excellent sources of information regarding pricing and availability.

Selling Your Currier and lves Lithographs

When it comes to selling your Currier and lves lithographs, choosing the right venue and
presenting your prints effectively are key to achieving the best possible return.
Understanding the market and how to price your pieces will directly influence your success.
A well-researched approach to selling, informed by a solid Currier and lves lithographs



value guide, will yield the most favorable outcomes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most important factors determining the
value of a Currier & Ives lithograph?

The most significant factors include the rarity of the print, its condition (absence of tears,
stains, foxing, or fading), the subject matter (popular themes often command higher
prices), the provenance (history of ownership), and the overall quality of the printing and
coloring. Original frames and labels can also add value.

How can | determine if my Currier & lves lithograph is
an original, or a later reproduction?

Original Currier & Ives prints are typically printed on high-quality, rag-based paper.
Examine the paper for texture and any signs of aging like foxing. Look for the imprint
'Currier & lves' or 'N. Currier' usually in the lower margin. Reproductions often have a
sharper, more modern look and may be printed on smoother, less substantial paper.
Consulting an expert is the most reliable method.

Are there specific Currier & lves prints that are
considered more valuable than others?

Yes, certain themes consistently fetch higher prices. Prints depicting sporting scenes
(hunting, fishing, racing), American historical events, significant maritime subjects, and
popular genre scenes with clear narratives are often highly sought after. Early N. Currier
prints can also be more valuable due to their rarity.

What is the typical price range for a Currier & Ives
lithograph?

The price range is vast. Common, widely produced prints in average condition might sell for
under $100. However, rare, pristine examples of highly desirable subjects can easily range
from hundreds to thousands, and even tens of thousands of dollars for exceptionally rare
and historically significant pieces.

Where can | find a reliable guide to Currier & lves print
values?

There isn't one single, definitive 'value guide' that stays perfectly up-to-date due to
fluctuating market trends. However, resources like specialized antique print dealer
websites, auction house catalogs (e.g., Sotheby's, Christie's), books on American prints, and
reputable online print marketplaces can offer insights into current market values and recent
sales data.



Should | get my Currier & lves lithograph professionally
appraised or conserved?

If you believe your print is valuable, a professional appraisal by an expert in antique prints
is highly recommended. Conservation should only be undertaken by a qualified paper
conservator. Improper cleaning or restoration can significantly decrease a print's value.

Are the different printing methods (e.g., hand-colored
vs. lithography alone) a factor in value?

Yes, hand-colored lithographs are generally more valuable and desirable than uncolored
versions of the same print. The skill and quality of the hand-coloring can significantly
impact the aesthetic appeal and, consequently, the market value. Many popular Currier &
Ives prints are known for their vibrant hand-coloring.

How does the size of a Currier & lves lithograph affect
its value?

While subject matter and rarity are primary drivers, size can play a role. Larger, more
impactful prints often command higher prices, assuming other factors are equal. However,
smaller, extremely rare, or historically significant prints can still be very valuable regardless
of their size.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Currier & Ives lithographs, with descriptions:

1. The Currier & Ives American Story: A Collector's Guide. This comprehensive volume
delves into the history and artistic significance of Currier & lves prints, offering in-depth
analysis of popular themes and imagery. It serves as an excellent resource for
understanding the cultural context and enduring appeal of these iconic American
lithographs, providing insights for both novice and seasoned collectors. The guide
meticulously details various print categories, from winter scenes to political commentary,
making it an invaluable tool for appreciation and identification.

2. Identifying Currier & Ives Prints: A Practical Handbook for Collectors. Focused on the
practicalities of collecting, this book equips readers with the knowledge to accurately
identify authentic Currier & lves lithographs. It covers essential details such as watermarks,
lithographer's marks, and paper types, which are crucial for authentication and valuation.
The handbook offers clear visual aids and checklists to assist collectors in distinguishing
original prints from reproductions.

3. Currier & Ives: A Catalog Raisonné of Lithographs. This scholarly work is an indispensable
reference for serious collectors and art historians alike. It presents a complete listing of all
known Currier & lves lithographs, providing detailed descriptions, dates of publication, and
information on variations. The catalog is meticulously researched and considered the
definitive compilation of the firm's vast output, making it the go-to source for provenance
and rarity.



4. The Value of American Art: A Guide to Currier & Ives Lithographs. This book addresses
the crucial aspect of valuation, offering insights into the factors that influence the market
price of Currier & Ives prints. It examines elements such as condition, rarity, subject matter,
and historical significance, providing guidance on how to assess potential investments. The
guide aims to demystify the valuation process for collectors seeking to understand the
financial worth of their acquisitions.

5. Currier & Ives: Their Lithographs and History. This engaging volume combines historical
narrative with a visual survey of the most sought-after Currier & lves lithographs. It
explores the business and artistic evolution of the firm, highlighting key figures and the
impact of their prints on American culture. The book showcases a wide array of subjects,
offering a rich visual experience and historical context for collectors to appreciate.

6. A Collector's Guide to American Lithographs, Including Currier & Ives. While not
exclusively focused on Currier & lves, this broader guide places their work within the larger
context of American lithography. It provides an overview of other significant lithographic
firms and artists of the period, offering comparative insights. The book is beneficial for
collectors who wish to understand the landscape in which Currier & Ives operated and to
broaden their collecting horizons.

7. The American Home in Currier & Ives Prints. This specialized guide focuses on the
domestic themes and scenes of everyday life depicted in Currier & Ives lithographs. It
explores how these prints reflected and shaped the aspirations and ideals of the American
home during the 19th century. The book offers a unique perspective on the social history
conveyed through the imagery, appealing to collectors interested in domestic life and folk
art.

8. Understanding Currier & Ives: A Primer for Collectors. Designed for beginners, this
accessible book introduces the fundamental concepts of collecting Currier & lves
lithographs. It explains key terminology, the different types of prints produced, and
provides practical advice on starting a collection. The primer aims to make the world of
Currier & Ives collecting approachable and enjoyable for those new to the field.

9. The Rarity and Value of Currier & Ives Prints: A Collector's Reference. This specialized
reference book zeroes in on the critical elements of rarity and market value for Currier &
Ives lithographs. It provides detailed information on print runs, historical sales data, and the
factors contributing to a print's scarcity. Collectors will find this guide invaluable for making
informed purchasing decisions and assessing the long-term investment potential of their
holdings.
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