curriculum based assessment examples

Curriculum-Based Assessment Examples: A
Comprehensive Guide for Educators

Curriculum-based assessment examples are an essential tool for educators
seeking to gauge student progress and tailor instruction directly to learning
objectives. This article provides a deep dive into various curriculum-based
assessment (CBA) strategies, illustrating their practical application across
different subjects and grade levels. We will explore the core principles
behind CBA, its benefits for both students and teachers, and offer a wealth
of diverse examples, from reading fluency probes to math problem-solving
tasks and writing samples. Understanding these examples will empower
educators to create more effective, data-driven learning environments,
ensuring that every student receives the support they need to succeed within
the established curriculum.

Understanding Curriculum-Based Assessment (CBA)

What is Curriculum-Based Assessment?

Curriculum-based assessment, often abbreviated as CBA, is a type of
assessment that measures a student's academic progress in relation to the
specific content and skills taught in their current curriculum. Unlike norm-
referenced tests, which compare a student's performance to that of a larger
group, CBA focuses on individual mastery of grade-level or course-specific
material. It is a formative assessment approach, meaning it is designed to
inform instruction and provide ongoing feedback rather than solely for
summative grading. The goal of CBA is to answer the question: "Is the student
learning what we are teaching?" This focus on direct instruction makes CBA a
powerful tool for diagnosing learning needs and monitoring the effectiveness
of teaching strategies within the established curriculum framework.

Key Principles of Curriculum-Based Assessment

Several core principles underpin effective curriculum-based assessment.
Firstly, it is intrinsically linked to the curriculum; the assessments
directly reflect the content and skills students are expected to learn.
Secondly, it is ongoing and frequent, providing continuous data on student



progress rather than isolated snapshots. Thirdly, CBA is performance-based,
requiring students to demonstrate their understanding through specific tasks.
Fourthly, it is criterion-referenced, meaning student performance is judged
against predetermined mastery criteria, not against peers. Finally, the data
generated from CBA is used to make instructional decisions, such as adjusting
teaching methods, providing targeted interventions, or moving on to new
concepts. This cyclical process of assessment, analysis, and instructional
adjustment is central to the philosophy of CBA.

Benefits of Using Curriculum-Based Assessment

The benefits of implementing curriculum-based assessment are numerous and
impactful for both students and educators. For students, CBA provides
immediate and relevant feedback on their learning, helping them understand
where they are succeeding and where they need more practice. This can boost
confidence and motivation. For teachers, CBA offers a clear picture of
instructional effectiveness, allowing them to identify students who are
struggling or excelling with specific curriculum objectives. This data
enables teachers to differentiate instruction, provide targeted support, and
make informed decisions about curriculum pacing and delivery. Furthermore,
CBA helps in identifying students who may require special education services
by providing direct evidence of academic difficulties within the general
education curriculum.

Types of Curriculum-Based Assessment

Curriculum-based assessments can take many forms, each designed to measure
different aspects of learning within the curriculum. These assessments are
often categorized by the skills they aim to assess, such as reading, writing,
math, or other subject areas. The type of CBA employed will depend on the
specific learning objective being evaluated and the age or developmental
level of the students. The flexibility of CBA allows educators to adapt
assessment methods to suit their classroom needs and the specific demands of
their curriculum. The following sections will explore concrete examples
across various disciplines.

Curriculum-Based Assessment Examples in Reading

Reading Fluency Probes

Reading fluency probes are a common and highly effective form of curriculum-



based assessment in reading. These probes typically involve having a student
read a short passage of text aloud for a set amount of time, usually one
minute. The teacher or assessor then counts the number of words read
correctly and the number of errors made. Common metrics include words correct
per minute (WCPM) and accuracy rate. These probes are administered regularly,
often weekly or bi-weekly, to track a student's progress in reading speed,
accuracy, and prosody (expression). For instance, in a first-grade classroom,
a CBA might involve a student reading a passage from their current reading
textbook. The teacher notes words skipped, substituted, or inserted. The
resulting WCPM score directly reflects the student's mastery of foundational
reading skills as presented in the curriculum.

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) Measures

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) measures are a specific type of reading probe that
focuses on the speed and accuracy of reading. These are a staple in
elementary school reading interventions and progress monitoring. An ORF probe
might consist of a few paragraphs of text that are at or slightly above the
student's instructional reading level, as defined by the curriculum's reading
program. The assessment is brief, typically lasting only one to two minutes,
making it practical for frequent use. The results are then charted over time
to visually represent the student's growth. For example, a second-grade
teacher might administer an ORF probe every Friday using passages from the
school's adopted reading series to ensure the assessment is directly aligned
with the curriculum's reading goals.

Reading Comprehension Checks

Beyond fluency, curriculum-based assessments are also crucial for measuring
reading comprehension. These can involve asking students to answer questions
about a text they have read, summarizing the main ideas, or retelling the
story in their own words. These checks are directly tied to the comprehension
strategies taught within the curriculum. For example, after reading a chapter
in a social studies textbook, students might be asked to identify the main
cause and effect relationships discussed, a skill explicitly taught in that
unit. Another example could be a cloze procedure, where students fill in
missing words in a passage, demonstrating their understanding of context and
vocabulary as presented in the curriculum.

Curriculum-Based Assessment Examples in
Mathematics



Math Computation Probes

In mathematics, curriculum-based assessment often involves computation probes
that focus on specific mathematical operations. These probes present a series
of problems that directly reflect the skills being taught at a particular
grade level or unit. For instance, a fourth-grade math curriculum might
introduce multi-digit multiplication. A computation probe for this unit would
include several problems requiring students to multiply two- and three-digit
numbers. The teacher would time the student and count the number of correct
answers within a set period, providing a measure of their computational
fluency with the targeted skill. These probes are essential for tracking
mastery of procedural skills embedded within the math curriculum.

Problem-Solving Tasks

Beyond computation, curriculum-based assessments also evaluate students'
ability to apply mathematical concepts to solve problems. These tasks are
designed to mirror the types of word problems or real-world applications
presented in the curriculum. For example, a middle school math class studying
ratios and proportions might be given word problems that require students to
calculate cooking ingredient adjustments or scale maps. The assessment would
focus on the student's ability to identify the relevant information, set up
the correct proportion, and solve for the unknown, demonstrating their
understanding of the mathematical concept as taught in the curriculum.

Math Concepts Application Activities

Another valuable CBA in mathematics involves assessing students'
understanding of core mathematical concepts. This might include tasks that
require students to explain their reasoning, demonstrate understanding of
geometric shapes, or interpret data presented in graphs. For instance, a unit
on fractions might include an activity where students are asked to visually
represent different fractions using manipulatives or drawings, and then
explain why their representations are accurate according to the curriculum's
definition of fractions. This type of assessment moves beyond simple
computation to evaluate deeper conceptual understanding as outlined in the
curriculum.

Curriculum-Based Assessment Examples in Writing



Written Expression Probes

Written expression probes are a cornerstone of curriculum-based assessment in
writing. These typically involve giving students a specific writing prompt
and a set time to write a response. The prompts are designed to elicit
writing that demonstrates proficiency with the genre and skills currently
being taught in the curriculum. For example, after a unit on persuasive
writing, students might be asked to write a paragraph arguing for or against
a particular issue, using evidence and logical reasoning. The assessment
would focus on elements like organization, supporting details, and persuasive
language, directly reflecting the curriculum's writing objectives.

Spelling and Mechanics Checks

While often seen as foundational, curriculum-based assessments also include
checks on spelling and mechanics to ensure students are applying learned
rules. These might involve dictation exercises, where students write
sentences that incorporate specific spelling patterns or grammatical
structures being taught. For instance, a second-grade curriculum might focus
on the "-ed" and "-ing" endings. A CBA might involve dictating sentences like
"The dog is playing happily" and "The cat jumped quickly," assessing the
student's correct application of these morphemes as taught in the curriculum.
These checks provide valuable data on students' foundational writing skills.

Narrative and Informative Writing Samples

To assess a broader range of writing skills, educators often use curriculum-
based assessments that involve collecting narrative or informative writing
samples. After a unit on narrative writing, students might be tasked with
writing a short story that includes a clear beginning, rising action, climax,
falling action, and resolution, all elements covered in the curriculum.
Similarly, after learning about research and report writing, students might
write an informative piece on a science topic, focusing on clear
organization, factual accuracy, and appropriate vocabulary as guided by the
curriculum. These samples provide a rich source of data for evaluating
students' writing development over time.

Curriculum-Based Assessment Examples in Other
Subjects



Science Concept Application Tasks

Curriculum-based assessments in science can be highly varied. For example,
after a unit on the water cycle, students might be asked to draw and label
the different stages of the water cycle, explaining the processes involved in
their own words, directly referencing the concepts taught in the curriculum.
Another example could be a hands-on experiment where students follow
procedural steps to observe a scientific phenomenon, and then write a brief
report detailing their observations and conclusions, aligning with the
curriculum's emphasis on scientific inquiry and methodology.

Social Studies Understanding Activities

In social studies, curriculum-based assessments might involve tasks that
require students to demonstrate their understanding of historical events,
geographical concepts, or civics principles. After studying the American
Revolution, students might be asked to create a timeline of key events,
explaining the significance of each event in relation to the overall causes
and outcomes of the revolution, as presented in the curriculum.
Alternatively, a geography unit might involve having students label maps and
explain the importance of geographical features to the development of
civilizations, mirroring the curriculum's learning objectives.

Fine Arts Skills Demonstration

Even in subjects like fine arts, curriculum-based assessments are valuable.
For instance, after a unit on color theory, art students might be tasked with
creating a painting that demonstrates their understanding of complementary
colors and color mixing as taught in the curriculum. Music students might be
assessed on their ability to play a specific piece of music on an instrument
with accurate rhythm and pitch, following the curriculum's musical
repertoire. These assessments focus on the direct application of skills and
knowledge imparted through the arts curriculum.

Implementing Curriculum-Based Assessment in the
Classroom

Developing and Selecting CBA Tools

The first step in implementing curriculum-based assessment is to develop or



select appropriate assessment tools. These tools must be directly aligned
with the specific learning objectives and content of the curriculum being
taught. Teachers can create their own probes and tasks based on textbook
materials, lesson plans, and curriculum standards. Alternatively, many
educational publishers provide CBA tools that are designed to accompany their
curricula. When selecting or developing assessments, it is crucial to ensure
they are clear, unambiguous, and measure the intended skill or knowledge
accurately. Reliability and validity are key considerations, ensuring that
the assessment consistently measures what it intends to measure and that it
accurately reflects student learning within the curriculum.

Administering and Scoring CBA

Effective administration and scoring are critical for curriculum-based
assessment. Clear instructions should be provided to students to ensure they
understand the task. For timed assessments like fluency probes, a consistent
administration protocol is essential to ensure comparability of scores over
time. Scoring should be objective and based on predetermined criteria. This
might involve counting correct answers, using a rubric to evaluate written
responses, or scoring specific skills demonstrated during an activity.
Teachers must be trained in the proper administration and scoring procedures
to maintain the integrity of the assessment data. The focus is on collecting
accurate data that can reliably inform instructional decisions.

Using CBA Data to Inform Instruction

The true power of curriculum-based assessment lies in its ability to inform
instructional decisions. Once data is collected, teachers analyze it to
identify patterns in student performance. This analysis helps answer crucial
questions: Which students are mastering the curriculum objectives? Which
students are struggling? Are there specific concepts or skills that a
majority of the class is finding difficult? Based on this analysis, teachers
can adjust their teaching strategies. This might involve reteaching a
concept, providing small group intervention for struggling learners, offering
enrichment activities for advanced students, or modifying the pace of
instruction. The ongoing cycle of assessment and adjustment ensures that
teaching remains responsive to student needs and aligned with curriculum
goals.

Progress Monitoring with CBA

Curriculum-based assessment is an indispensable tool for progress monitoring.
By administering assessments frequently, educators can track student growth



over time and determine the effectiveness of interventions. For students
identified as needing additional support, CBA provides objective data to show
whether they are making progress toward their goals. This data is often used
to demonstrate the impact of interventions and to make decisions about
continuing or modifying support services. For example, if a student is
receiving targeted reading instruction, weekly CBA probes will reveal whether
their WCPM is increasing and their errors are decreasing, indicating the
intervention's effectiveness in relation to the reading curriculum.

Challenges and Considerations in CBA
Implementation

Time Constraints

One of the most significant challenges in implementing curriculum-based
assessment is the time commitment involved. Developing, administering,
scoring, and analyzing CBA data can be demanding for already busy educators.
However, many argue that the instructional insights gained from CBA
ultimately save time by enabling more targeted and efficient teaching.
Strategies like creating a bank of pre-made probes, using digital tools for
scoring, and integrating assessment into daily instruction can help mitigate
time constraints. The key is to view assessment not as an add-on, but as an
integral part of the teaching process that directly supports curriculum
delivery.

Ensuring Alignment with Curriculum Standards

Maintaining strict alignment between curriculum-based assessments and
specific curriculum standards or objectives is paramount. If assessments do
not accurately reflect what is being taught, the data they provide will be
misleading. Teachers must constantly review their curriculum documents and
ensure that their assessment tools are directly measuring the intended
learning outcomes. This requires a deep understanding of both the curriculum
content and effective assessment design. Regular professional development and
collaboration among teachers can help ensure consistent and accurate
alignment across grade levels and subjects.

Variability in Assessment Tools and Scoring

A potential challenge is the variability that can exist in assessment tools
and scoring procedures, especially if teachers are developing their own CBAs.



This can lead to inconsistencies in data collection and interpretation. To
address this, schools and districts often establish clear guidelines and
provide training on assessment development, administration, and scoring.
Using standardized rubrics, common assessment templates, and collaborative
review processes can help ensure greater consistency and reliability in CBA
implementation. The goal is to create a system where data is comparable and
dependable for making important instructional decisions.

Conclusion

Curriculum-based assessment provides a powerful, data-driven approach to
understanding and supporting student learning. By focusing directly on the
content and skills within the curriculum, educators can gain invaluable
insights into student progress, tailor instruction effectively, and make
informed decisions that promote academic growth. The diverse curriculum-based
assessment examples discussed, from reading fluency probes to math problem-
solving tasks and writing samples, highlight the versatility and
applicability of CBA across all subject areas. When implemented thoughtfully
and consistently, CBA empowers teachers to create more responsive and
effective learning environments, ultimately leading to improved student
outcomes and a deeper mastery of the curriculum.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key benefits of using curriculum-based
assessment (CBA)?

Curriculum-based assessment provides direct measurement of student progress
on the specific skills and content taught in the curriculum. This allows for
timely and targeted instructional adjustments, early identification of
learning gaps, and a clearer understanding of what students know and can do
in relation to the curriculum goals.

Can you provide a common example of a curriculum-
based assessment in elementary reading?

A common example is a curriculum-based measurement (CBM) probe for reading
fluency. This involves a short, timed passage from the student's reading
curriculum. The teacher counts the number of words read correctly per minute
(WCPM) and any errors. This data is graphed over time to track progress and
inform instruction.

How does CBA differ from standardized testing?

Standardized tests are norm-referenced, comparing a student's performance to



a national or large-scale sample. CBA, on the other hand, is criterion-
referenced, measuring a student's performance against the specific learning
objectives and content of their curriculum, often within their own classroom.

What are some examples of CBA in mathematics?

Examples include: timed probes for math facts (e.g., addition, subtraction),
math computation probes that assess accuracy and speed on specific problem
types taught in the curriculum (e.g., multi-digit multiplication), and
curriculum-based assessments embedded within lessons that ask students to
apply concepts to solve problems related to the current unit of study.

How is CBA used to inform instruction?

CBA data provides real-time feedback on student learning. When a student
struggles with a particular skill on a CBA, the teacher can immediately
adjust their teaching strategies, provide reteaching, or offer more practice
with that specific concept. Conversely, high performance can indicate
readiness for more advanced material.

What are some examples of CBA in secondary science?

Examples include: concept mapping exercises that require students to connect
and organize scientific ideas taught in a unit, lab practicals where students
demonstrate their understanding of scientific processes and principles
through hands-on experimentation, and short-answer or essay questions that
assess understanding of specific scientific concepts covered in class.

Are there ways to use CBA for formative assessment?

Absolutely. Many CBAs are inherently formative. Frequent, brief assessments
like CBM probes or short quizzes on recently taught material provide ongoing
feedback to both students and teachers, guiding the learning process and
allowing for immediate adjustments.

What are the challenges in implementing CBA
effectively?

Challenges can include the time required for test creation and
administration, the need for teacher training on assessment design and data
interpretation, ensuring the reliability and validity of locally developed
assessments, and effectively integrating CBA data into daily instructional
planning.

How can CBA be used to measure growth over time?

By administering the same or similar CBA measures at regular intervals,
teachers can track student progress and growth. Graphing this data often
reveals trends, showing whether students are making expected gains or require



more support. This longitudinal data is crucial for demonstrating learning
over the school year.

What's an example of a CBA in social studies?

An example could be a map quiz that tests students' knowledge of the
geographic locations and relationships discussed in a specific history unit.
Another might be a short writing prompt asking students to analyze a primary
source document covered in class, demonstrating their understanding of
historical context and perspective.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to curriculum-based assessment examples, each
starting with "":

1. Implementing Curriculum-Based Measurement in Today's Schools

This foundational text provides educators with practical strategies and
theoretical underpinnings for effectively integrating curriculum-based
measurement (CBM) into their daily practice. It delves into the principles of
CBM, offering clear guidance on selecting appropriate measures, conducting
assessments, and interpreting the resulting data. The book emphasizes how CBM
can be used to monitor student progress, inform instructional decisions, and
Identify students requiring additional support.

2. Curriculum-Based Assessment: A Practical Guide for Educators

Designed for busy teachers, this book offers a hands-on approach to
understanding and applying curriculum-based assessment (CBA) principles. It
walks through the process of developing and using various CBA tools, from
observational checklists to performance tasks, aligned with specific
curriculum goals. Readers will find numerous examples and templates that can
be readily adapted for their own classrooms.

3. Formative Assessment and Grading: Strategies for Effective Teaching

While not exclusively (CBM, this book extensively covers formative assessment

practices, many of which are curriculum-based. It explores how to use ongoing
assessment to gquide instruction and provide meaningful feedback to students,

ultimately improving learning outcomes. The text discusses various techniques
for collecting and analyzing student work, fostering a classroom environment

where assessment is a tool for growth.

4. Designing Effective Assessments for Learning

This comprehensive guide equips educators with the knowledge and skills to
create high-quality assessments that accurately measure student learning
within a given curriculum. It addresses the importance of alignment between
curriculum, instruction, and assessment, and provides a framework for
developing a balanced assessment system. The book offers insights into
constructing various assessment types, including those that are curriculum-
embedded.



5. Data-Driven Instruction Through Curriculum-Based Assessment

This resource highlights the crucial role of curriculum-based assessment
(CBA) in fostering a data-driven instructional approach. It explains how to
collect, analyze, and use CBA data to understand student strengths and
weaknesses and make informed decisions about teaching strategies. The book
provides concrete examples of how CBA can be leveraged to differentiate
instruction and promote academic growth for all learners.

6. Mastering Curriculum-Based Measurement: A Teacher's Toolkit

This practical toolkit offers teachers a wealth of ready-to-use curriculum-
based measurement (CBM) tools and strategies for various subject areas and
grade levels. It focuses on making CBM accessible and manageable, providing
clear instructions for implementation and interpretation. The book aims to
empower teachers to use CBM effectively to track student progress and adjust
instruction accordingly.

7. Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and Curriculum-Based Assessment

This insightful book explores how Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
principles can be integrated with curriculum-based assessment (CBA) to create
more equitable and effective evaluation practices. It provides strategies for
designing assessments that are accessible to all learners, regardless of
their learning differences. The text offers examples of how to adapt CBA to
meet the diverse needs of students, ensuring all can demonstrate their
knowledge.

8. Student-Led Assessment: Empowering Learners Through Curriculum Focus

This book champions the use of student-led assessment, which often
incorporates curriculum-based elements, to promote student agency and deeper
learning. It outlines how students can become active participants in the
assessment process, setting goals and reflecting on their progress. The text
provides examples of curriculum-focused projects and portfolios that empower
students to showcase their understanding.

9. The Assessment Handbook: A Guide to Understanding and Using Educational
Assessment

This comprehensive handbook provides a broad overview of educational
assessment, with significant attention given to curriculum-based assessment
(CBA) as a key methodology. It explains the purpose and principles of various
assessment types, including formative, summative, and diagnostic assessments,
all of which can be rooted in curriculum content. The book serves as a
valuable reference for educators seeking to deepen their understanding of
assessment's role in education.
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