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Constitutions of the Society of Jesus: A Deep Dive into the Foundational Principles of Ignatian
Spirituality

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus represent a profound and enduring framework that has
guided this global religious order for centuries. These foundational documents, meticulously crafted
and deeply rooted in the spiritual experiences of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, outline the essential
principles, governance, and mission of the Jesuits. Understanding these constitutions is key to
grasping the unique charism and operational ethos of the Society, from its emphasis on discernment
and service to its distinctive approach to education and evangelization. This article will explore the
historical development, core tenets, and ongoing relevance of the Constitutions, providing a
comprehensive overview of their significance for both Jesuits and those seeking to understand the
Society's impact on the world. We will delve into the various aspects of Jesuit life and mission as
codified in these vital documents, examining their structure, purpose, and the enduring spirit of "Ad
Maiorem Dei Gloriam" (For the Greater Glory of God) that they embody.
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The Historical Genesis and Development of the
Constitutions of the Society of Jesus

The journey to the finalized Constitutions of the Society of Jesus was a long and arduous one, deeply
intertwined with the life and visionary leadership of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. Following the approval of
the Society's foundation by Pope Paul III in 1540, Ignatius embarked on the monumental task of
codifying the principles and structures that would govern this new religious order. He spent years in
prayer, reflection, and consultation, drawing heavily from his own profound spiritual experiences,
particularly those detailed in his Spiritual Exercises. The initial drafts were revised and refined over



time, with Ignatius continually seeking divine guidance and the counsel of his early companions. The
process was not merely bureaucratic; it was a deeply spiritual endeavor aimed at creating a body that
could effectively serve God and the Church in a rapidly changing world. The early Jesuits were
pioneers, and their Constitutions were designed to be adaptable while remaining faithful to their core
charism. The gradual and prayerful development underscores the deliberate and divinely inspired
nature of these foundational documents. The Constitutions were not static pronouncements but living
principles intended to guide the Society through the complexities of mission and ministry.

Ignatius of Loyola's Vision and Spiritual Foundation

Saint Ignatius of Loyola envisioned a community of men dedicated to serving Christ with unwavering
loyalty and a profound commitment to the Church. His personal conversion and subsequent mystical
experiences, particularly his illness at Loyola where he underwent a profound spiritual transformation,
formed the bedrock of his vision. The Spiritual Exercises, which he developed concurrently with the
Constitutions, provided the experiential and theological underpinnings for Jesuit life. These exercises
emphasized a rigorous process of self-knowledge, a deep understanding of Christ's life and teachings,
and a commitment to discerning God's will in all things. Ignatius believed that the Society needed a
clear set of guidelines to ensure its members lived lives of apostolic poverty, chastity, and obedience,
all directed towards the greater glory of God. His emphasis on intellectual rigor, pedagogical
innovation, and global mission were all integral to this overarching vision, seeking to bring the
transformative power of the Gospel to diverse cultures and contexts.

The Role of Early Companions and Papal Approval

The formative years of the Society were marked by the close collaboration and deep commitment of
Ignatius's early companions, such as Francis Xavier, Peter Faber, and James Laynez. These men,
united by their shared spiritual journey and dedication to Ignatius's vision, played a crucial role in
shaping the nascent Society and its governing documents. Their diverse backgrounds and
experiences enriched the discussions and deliberations surrounding the Constitutions. The ongoing
dialogue between Ignatius and his companions, coupled with the critical involvement of the papacy,
ensured that the Society's framework was both faithful to Ignatian ideals and aligned with the needs
of the universal Church. Papal approval was not merely a formality but a vital endorsement that
legitimized the Society and granted it the authority to undertake its diverse ministries. The evolving
nature of the Society's mission necessitated continuous dialogue with ecclesiastical authorities,
reinforcing the symbiotic relationship between the Jesuits and the papacy.

Core Principles and Ignatian Spirituality Embodied in
the Constitutions

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus are more than just a rulebook; they are a living testament to
Ignatian spirituality, a profound approach to faith that emphasizes active engagement with the world
and a constant seeking of God's will. At the heart of these principles lies the concept of magis, the
striving for "more" – more service, more love, more commitment to the greater glory of God. This



inherent drive for excellence and greater effectiveness in mission permeates every aspect of Jesuit
life as outlined in the Constitutions. The emphasis on discernment, the process of thoughtfully and
prayerfully choosing between options to discover God's will, is another cornerstone. This spiritual
discipline equips Jesuits to respond effectively to the ever-changing needs of the world. The
Constitutions also highlight the importance of intellectual inquiry and a deep appreciation for the arts
and sciences as pathways to understanding God's creation and engaging in meaningful dialogue with
contemporary thought. The blend of contemplative prayer and active apostolate is a defining
characteristic, fostering a spirituality that is both deeply personal and outwardly directed.

The Principle of Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam

The Latin phrase "Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam" (AMD G) serves as the guiding star for the Society of Jesus
and is implicitly woven into the fabric of its Constitutions. This principle signifies a commitment to
undertaking all actions with the ultimate intention of glorifying God. It is not merely about undertaking
good works, but about performing them in such a way that they contribute most effectively to God's
glory and the salvation of souls. This involves a constant examination of motives, a dedication to
excellence in all endeavors, and a willingness to adapt methods and approaches to best achieve this
ultimate goal. For Jesuits, this means discerning where God is calling them to serve, often in
challenging and demanding environments, and striving to do so with utmost dedication and
competence. The pursuit of AMDG influences every aspect of Jesuit life, from personal prayer and
study to the administration of institutions and the articulation of theological insights. It fosters a spirit
of generosity and a constant striving for improvement in service.

Discernment as a Foundational Spiritual Practice

Discernment, as taught and practiced by Saint Ignatius, is a crucial element in the Constitutions of the
Society of Jesus. It is not simply about making choices, but about discerning the movements of the
Spirit in one's life, distinguishing between inspirations that lead towards God and those that lead
away. The Constitutions encourage Jesuits to cultivate this skill through prayer, reflection, and careful
consideration of their actions and their impact. This practice enables individuals and communities to
make informed decisions that are aligned with God's will and the mission of the Society. The regular
practice of discernment helps Jesuits to remain open to new possibilities, to adapt to changing
circumstances, and to remain faithful to their vocational call. This process is ongoing and requires
humility, honesty, and a deep reliance on God's grace. The ability to discern effectively is considered
essential for effective leadership and for navigating the complexities of global ministry, ensuring that
actions are always directed towards the greatest good.

Apostolic Poverty and Detachment

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus explicitly mandate a life of apostolic poverty. This is not an
asceticism for its own sake, but a deliberate choice to detach from worldly possessions and comforts
to live a life that is more fully available for service. This detachment allows Jesuits to identify more
closely with Christ, who was born in poverty, and to minister more effectively to the poor and
marginalized. Apostolic poverty also provides a practical means for the Society to be mobile and



responsive to the needs of the Church and the world, unburdened by excessive material wealth. It
fosters a spirit of trust in God's providence and a recognition that true riches lie in spiritual union with
God and in service to humanity. This commitment to simplicity and voluntary poverty also serves as a
witness to the Gospel values in a world often preoccupied with materialism, reinforcing the focus on
spiritual priorities above all else.

Structure and Content of the Constitutions of the
Society of Jesus

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus are a meticulously structured document, designed to provide
a comprehensive guide for the life, governance, and mission of the Society. Divided into various parts
and chapters, they address a wide range of topics, from the fundamental vows and the election of the
Superior General to the administration of finances and the careful selection and formation of new
members. The Constitutions are not merely a static legal text but a dynamic framework that reflects
the ongoing discernment and experience of the Society. They are rooted in the teachings of the
Spiritual Exercises, ensuring a consistent spiritual orientation throughout. Understanding this
structure is essential for appreciating the interconnectedness of the various elements of Jesuit life and
the deliberate intention behind each provision. The document serves as a constant reference point for
the Society, ensuring fidelity to its founding charism while allowing for adaptation to contemporary
challenges and opportunities. Each section is designed to contribute to the overall mission of serving
God's people.

Part One: The Fundamental Principles and Vows

The initial section of the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus lays the groundwork by articulating the
fundamental principles that define the Society's identity and purpose. It elaborates on the three
evangelical counsels – poverty, chastity, and obedience – and their specific application within the
Jesuit context. A unique aspect highlighted here is the fourth vow, the vow of obedience to the Roman
Pontiff concerning missions. This vow underscores the Society's direct accountability to the Pope and
its commitment to undertaking apostolic assignments wherever they are most needed, thereby
reinforcing their global reach and service to the universal Church. This foundational section sets the
spiritual and ethical tone for all subsequent regulations and directives, ensuring that the core mission
remains paramount. The emphasis on obedience to the Pope in matters of mission distinguishes the
Society and underlines its commitment to serving the directives of the Holy See. This vow also
signifies a profound trust in divine providence and a willingness to be sent where the needs are
greatest.

Part Two: Governance and the Superior General

A significant portion of the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus is dedicated to the governance of the
Society, with a particular focus on the office and responsibilities of the Superior General. This section
details the process for electing the Superior General, the duration of his term, and the extensive
authority and duties entrusted to him. It outlines how the Superior General is to govern the Society in



collaboration with his Assistants and with the guidance of General Congregation, the highest
legislative body of the Jesuits. The structure of governance is designed to ensure efficient
administration, spiritual direction, and the faithful execution of the Society's mission throughout its
global network of communities and institutions. The Constitutions emphasize that the Superior
General is a servant leader, tasked with fostering unity, maintaining fidelity to the charism, and
guiding the Society in its apostolic endeavors. The hierarchical yet collegial nature of this governance
reflects a balance between decisive leadership and inclusive decision-making, reflecting the Society's
commitment to communal discernment.

Part Three: The Life and Administration of Professed Houses
and Colleges

The third part of the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus delves into the practical aspects of daily life
within Jesuit communities and the administration of their diverse institutions, particularly colleges and
universities. It provides guidelines for the communal life of professed Jesuits, emphasizing prayer,
study, and community support. This section also addresses the management of Jesuit colleges,
schools, and universities, recognizing their crucial role in education and evangelization. It outlines
principles for academic excellence, the formation of students, and the ethical responsibilities of Jesuit
educators. The Constitutions guide the Society in maintaining the spiritual and intellectual integrity of
its educational apostolate, ensuring that these institutions remain true to the Ignatian charism and
contribute positively to society and the Church. The careful attention to these practical details
demonstrates the Society's commitment to operational excellence in all its ministries. The emphasis
on formation extends beyond academic instruction to include the development of character and
spiritual maturity.

Governance and Leadership within the Society of Jesus

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus establish a robust and hierarchical, yet collegial, system of
governance designed to ensure the effective functioning and spiritual vitality of the Society. At the
apex of this structure is the Superior General, who is entrusted with the overall leadership and
direction of the worldwide order. However, the Constitutions also emphasize the importance of
collaboration and consultation, ensuring that decisions are made with wisdom and a spirit of shared
responsibility. This intricate governance framework allows the Society to maintain its fidelity to its
founding charism while adapting its apostolates to meet the evolving needs of the Church and the
world. The emphasis on spiritual direction within governance underscores the belief that effective
leadership is rooted in a deep relationship with God and a commitment to discerning His will. This
nuanced approach to leadership is vital for navigating the complexities of a global organization with
diverse ministries.

The Role and Authority of the Superior General

The Superior General, often referred to as the "General" or "Father General," holds a position of
paramount importance within the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus. Elected for life (though able to



resign), the Superior General is the chief pastor and administrator of the entire Society. The
Constitutions grant him extensive authority to govern, to appoint and remove superiors, to approve
new foundations, and to guide the Society's apostolic endeavors. However, this authority is always
exercised within the framework of the Constitutions and in obedience to Church law, always seeking
the greater glory of God. The Superior General is expected to be a man of profound prayer, deep
spiritual discernment, and wise leadership, capable of inspiring and guiding Jesuits across diverse
cultures and ministries. His role is to ensure the unity and fidelity of the Society to its charism, serving
as a visible symbol of its commitment to Christ and the Church. The authority is not absolute but is
exercised within a context of spiritual responsibility and accountability to the body of the Society and
the Holy See.

The Function of General Congregations and Assistants

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus also outline the critical role of General Congregations and the
Assistants to the Superior General in the governance of the Society. A General Congregation is an
assembly of representatives from Jesuit provinces worldwide, convened to address significant matters
facing the Society, including the election of a new Superior General or the consideration of major
policy changes. These congregations serve as the highest legislative and deliberative body, ensuring
that the Society's direction remains aligned with its foundational principles and the needs of the
Church. The Superior General is assisted by a council of Assistants, each typically responsible for
overseeing a specific region or aspect of the Society's global apostolates. These Assistants provide
counsel, support, and oversight, working closely with the Superior General to implement decisions
and manage the daily affairs of the Society. This layered approach to governance fosters both strong
leadership and broad consultation, ensuring that the Society remains responsive and adaptable.

Provincial and Local Governance Structures

Beyond the central leadership, the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus establish a clear structure for
provincial and local governance. Each Jesuit province is headed by a Provincial, appointed by the
Superior General, who is responsible for the spiritual and administrative oversight of the Jesuits within
his geographical region. The Provincial acts as a link between the local communities and the central
governance, ensuring that the Society's directives are implemented effectively and that the unique
needs of the province are addressed. At the local level, superiors of communities – such as rectors of
residences or directors of houses of formation – are appointed to guide and support the Jesuits in their
daily lives and ministries. These local structures are crucial for fostering community, providing
spiritual direction, and ensuring the smooth operation of individual Jesuit apostolates. The
Constitutions emphasize the importance of obedience to these various levels of authority as a means
of maintaining the unity and mission of the Society as a whole.

The Jesuit Mission and Vows: Service in Action

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus are intrinsically linked to the Society's mission, which is
fundamentally about serving God and humanity for the greater glory of God. This mission is realized
through the dedicated lives of the Jesuits, who commit themselves to a path of service through their



vows. These vows, far from being a withdrawal from the world, are a radical consecration that enables
a deeper, more effective engagement with the needs of the Church and society. The Constitutions
articulate how these vows translate into concrete actions, shaping the apostolates and ministries
undertaken by Jesuits across the globe. Whether in education, social justice, intellectual pursuits, or
direct pastoral care, the Jesuit mission is characterized by a spirit of zeal, adaptability, and a profound
commitment to advancing the Kingdom of God through service. This active engagement with the
world is a hallmark of Ignatian spirituality and a direct consequence of the principles enshrined in the
Constitutions.

The Four Vows: Poverty, Chastity, Obedience, and Mission

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus clearly delineate the four vows that mark the commitment of
a Jesuit. The vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience are common to many religious orders, but the
Society of Jesus has a distinctive fourth vow: obedience to the Supreme Pontiff concerning missions.
This vow signifies a profound dedication to serve wherever the Pope deems the needs of the Church
to be greatest, enabling the Society to be a highly mobile and adaptable instrument of evangelization
and service. These vows are not merely personal renunciations; they are a public declaration of a life
lived in radical dedication to Christ and the Church, empowering Jesuits to dedicate themselves fully
to their apostolic work without the encumbrance of personal ties or the pursuit of worldly status. The
vows are understood as a means to achieve greater freedom for service, enabling Jesuits to be more
fully present to those they serve.

Education as a Cornerstone of the Jesuit Apostolate

Throughout the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus, there is a clear and consistent emphasis on the
apostolate of education. Ignatius recognized the profound impact that education could have in
shaping minds and hearts, and in forming individuals who would contribute positively to society and
the Church. Jesuit educational institutions, from primary schools to universities, are designed to
cultivate intellectual excellence, foster critical thinking, and instill a strong moral and spiritual
foundation. The Constitutions guide the Society in ensuring that its educational endeavors are not
merely about imparting knowledge but about forming "men and women for others," individuals
committed to using their talents for the service of humanity. This commitment to education is seen as
a vital means of spreading the Gospel and promoting justice and peace throughout the world.

Engagement with Social Justice and Global Issues

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus implicitly and explicitly encourage Jesuits to engage with the
pressing social justice issues of their time. Rooted in the Gospel message of compassion and
advocacy for the marginalized, Jesuit ministries often focus on addressing poverty, inequality, human
rights, and environmental stewardship. The Constitutions provide the framework for Jesuits to discern
where and how they can best serve those in need, often working in challenging circumstances to
promote justice and reconciliation. This commitment to social justice is seen as an integral part of
living out the call to love one's neighbor and to work for the transformation of the world according to
God's will. The Society's global presence allows it to address a wide spectrum of social and political



challenges, bringing an Ignatian perspective to these complex issues and advocating for systemic
change.

Discernment and Obedience in Jesuit Life: The Inner
Landscape

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus place a profound emphasis on the internal life of the Jesuit,
particularly on the practices of discernment and obedience. These are not merely external regulations
but are viewed as essential spiritual disciplines that shape the Jesuit's relationship with God and his
ability to serve effectively. Discernment, the process of discerning God's will, is central to Ignatian
spirituality and is cultivated through prayer, reflection, and a deep listening to the movements of the
Spirit. Obedience, both to God and to legitimate superiors within the Society, is understood as a free
and willing response to God's call, enabling a greater openness to divine direction and a spirit of
communal unity. These intertwined practices form the inner landscape of Jesuit life, guiding their
actions and ensuring their apostolates are always directed towards the greater glory of God.

The Daily Practice of Prayer and Reflection

Central to the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus is the expectation that every Jesuit will engage in a
consistent and dedicated practice of prayer and reflection. This daily spiritual discipline is the bedrock
upon which their apostolic lives are built. The Constitutions encourage various forms of prayer,
including meditation, contemplation, and the examination of conscience, all aimed at deepening their
relationship with God and developing a greater sensitivity to His presence and will. This commitment
to an interior life ensures that Jesuits remain grounded in their faith and are empowered to respond
with charity and wisdom to the demands of their ministries. The structured approach to prayer, as
outlined in the Spiritual Exercises and further detailed in the Constitutions, provides a roadmap for
ongoing spiritual growth and a deeper understanding of God's action in the world.

Obedience as a Free and Apostolic Choice

Within the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus, obedience is portrayed not as a passive submission
but as a dynamic and free choice made in response to God's call. Jesuits profess obedience to their
Superior General and to those superiors appointed by him, recognizing that this structure is designed
to facilitate the Society's mission and to ensure unity of purpose. This obedience is understood as a
profound act of trust in God's providence working through human agents. It is an apostolic tool,
enabling Jesuits to be readily available for assignments that may be challenging or even dangerous,
wherever the Church most needs their service. The Constitutions emphasize that this obedience is to
be exercised with a discerning mind and a willing heart, always seeking the greater glory of God. It is
a commitment to flexibility and adaptability in service, allowing the Society to respond effectively to
diverse needs across the globe.



The Role of Obedience in Community and Mission

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus highlight how obedience plays a vital role in fostering
community cohesion and enabling the effective execution of the Society's mission. By willingly
submitting to the direction of their superiors, Jesuits create a unified and disciplined body capable of
undertaking ambitious and far-reaching apostolates. This obedience promotes harmony within
communities, ensuring that individual desires are subordinated to the common good and the
overarching mission of the Society. It allows for the strategic deployment of personnel and resources,
ensuring that Jesuits are placed where their talents can be most effectively utilized for the greater
glory of God and the service of others. The Constitutions recognize that a spirit of obedience, rooted
in faith and charity, is essential for the Society's vitality and its ability to respond faithfully to the
challenges of ministry in a complex world.

Education and Intellectual Tradition: Igniting Minds for
Service

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus reflect a deep and abiding commitment to education as a
primary apostolate. From its very inception, the Society has recognized the transformative power of
intellectual formation, not merely as a means of academic advancement, but as a vital pathway for
spreading the Gospel and fostering a more just and humane world. The Constitutions guide the
establishment and operation of Jesuit educational institutions, emphasizing a holistic approach that
nurtures intellectual curiosity, critical thinking, and a strong moral compass. This dedication to the
intellectual life is seen as an essential component of Ignatian spirituality, encouraging Jesuits and
those they educate to engage deeply with the world and to seek God's presence in all aspects of
human knowledge and endeavor. This commitment ensures that Jesuit education remains at the
forefront of academic excellence and ethical formation.

The Jesuit Tradition of Scholasticism and Intellectual Inquiry

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus have historically supported and promoted a robust
intellectual tradition, often characterized by scholasticism, which emphasizes rigorous argumentation,
systematic theology, and philosophical inquiry. Ignatius himself was a university student and
recognized the importance of intellectual engagement in understanding faith and engaging with the
world. The Constitutions have guided the development of Jesuit universities and institutions of higher
learning, fostering an environment where critical thinking, theological reflection, and interdisciplinary
studies can flourish. This tradition encourages Jesuits to explore complex questions, to engage in
scholarly research, and to contribute to the advancement of knowledge in service of the truth. The
emphasis on intellectual discipline is seen as a crucial aspect of forming individuals who can
effectively serve the Church and society. The ongoing engagement with contemporary intellectual
currents ensures that the Society remains a relevant voice in public discourse.



Forming "Men and Women for Others" Through Education

A central aim of Jesuit education, as guided by the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus, is the
formation of individuals who are not only academically accomplished but also deeply committed to
serving others. This philosophy, often articulated as forming "men and women for others," seeks to
instill a sense of social responsibility, a commitment to justice, and a desire to use one's talents for
the common good. Jesuit institutions strive to create environments where students are encouraged to
develop their full potential, to engage in critical reflection on societal issues, and to be inspired to act
as agents of positive change. The Constitutions provide the framework for ensuring that academic
pursuits are integrated with spiritual formation and a commitment to ethical living, shaping graduates
who are prepared to lead and to serve with integrity and compassion.

The Role of Jesuit Universities in the Modern World

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus continue to provide the foundational principles for the
extensive network of Jesuit universities and colleges operating around the globe. These institutions
are vital apostolates, tasked with not only providing high-quality education but also with embodying
the Ignatian spirit of intellectual rigor, service, and faith. In the modern world, Jesuit universities
grapple with complex challenges, including the pursuit of academic excellence in an increasingly
competitive global landscape, the integration of faith and reason, and the commitment to social
justice in diverse cultural contexts. The Constitutions offer a timeless framework for navigating these
challenges, encouraging a constant re-evaluation of pedagogical methods and institutional priorities
to ensure that Jesuit education remains relevant, impactful, and faithful to its founding charism. The
adaptability of these principles allows Jesuit institutions to address contemporary issues with an
Ignatian perspective, fostering critical dialogue and promoting human flourishing.

Service and Social Justice: Responding to the World's
Needs

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus are inextricably linked to a profound call to service and a
commitment to social justice. This orientation towards active engagement with the world's needs is a
defining characteristic of the Ignatian charism. The Constitutions provide the framework for Jesuits to
discern where they can best contribute to the "greater glory of God" through various apostolic
ministries. This often translates into work with the marginalized, the poor, and those who are
oppressed, advocating for their dignity and rights. The Society's global reach allows it to address a
wide spectrum of social and humanitarian issues, from education and healthcare to peacebuilding and
environmental stewardship. The Constitutions encourage a spirit of zeal and responsiveness, ensuring
that Jesuits are present where they are most needed, bringing the transformative message of the
Gospel to bear on the realities of human life and societal challenges. This commitment is not optional
but is woven into the very fabric of Jesuit identity and mission.



The Jesuit Commitment to the Poor and Marginalized

A core tenet of the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus is a preferential option for the poor and
marginalized. Saint Ignatius of Loyola himself demonstrated a deep concern for those on the fringes
of society, and this commitment has been faithfully carried forward by the Society throughout its
history. The Constitutions guide Jesuits to identify with the poor, to advocate for their rights, and to
work towards the alleviation of poverty and injustice. This often involves direct service through social
work, community development, and the provision of essential services. Jesuit ministries are frequently
found in areas of greatest need, demonstrating a tangible commitment to living out the Gospel's call
to love one's neighbor, particularly those most vulnerable. This focus is not merely charitable but
seeks systemic change to address the root causes of poverty and inequality, reflecting a holistic
approach to human well-being.

Advocacy for Justice, Peace, and Human Rights

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus empower and encourage Jesuits to be active advocates for
justice, peace, and human rights. Recognizing that faith calls for engagement with the world's
challenges, the Society has a long tradition of speaking out against injustice, promoting dialogue, and
working for reconciliation. Jesuit ministries often involve accompanying communities affected by
conflict, advocating for fair policies, and challenging oppressive structures. The Constitutions provide
the spiritual and ethical grounding for this work, emphasizing the importance of discerning God's will
in complex social and political landscapes. Jesuits are called to bring a prophetic voice to
contemporary issues, working tirelessly to build a more just and peaceful world, reflecting the
transformative power of the Gospel in action. This advocacy is seen as an integral part of
evangelization, working to create conditions where all individuals can live with dignity and freedom.

The Society's Global Apostolic Footprint

The global nature of the Jesuit apostolate is a direct consequence of the Constitutions of the Society
of Jesus, particularly the fourth vow of obedience to the Pope concerning missions. This vow enables
the Society to deploy its members across continents and cultures, responding to diverse needs and
engaging with a wide array of apostolic opportunities. The Constitutions provide the framework for
this global coordination, ensuring that the Society can effectively address issues such as poverty,
education, interfaith dialogue, and social justice on an international scale. Jesuit communities and
institutions are present in over 100 countries, working in collaboration with local churches and
communities to bring about positive change and to spread the message of the Gospel. This extensive
network allows the Society to share best practices, learn from different cultural contexts, and respond
effectively to global challenges with a unified vision.

The Evolving Relevance of the Constitutions of the
Society of Jesus in Contemporary Times



Despite being drafted centuries ago, the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus remain remarkably
relevant and continue to provide a vital framework for the Society's mission in the 21st century. The
enduring principles of discernment, service, intellectual engagement, and a commitment to the
greater glory of God are timeless values that resonate deeply in today's complex world. While the
specific apostolates and contexts may have evolved, the underlying spirit and guidance of the
Constitutions empower Jesuits to adapt and respond effectively to contemporary challenges, from
technological advancements and globalized economies to issues of environmental sustainability and
interfaith dialogue. The Constitutions are not a relic of the past but a dynamic source of inspiration
that guides the Society's ongoing journey of faith and service, ensuring its continued impact on
individuals and societies worldwide. Their adaptability allows them to remain a guiding light for
navigating the evolving landscape of global ministry and societal engagement.

Adapting Ignatian Principles to Modern Challenges

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus offer a profound and adaptable framework for addressing the
myriad challenges of the modern era. While the language and specific directives may reflect the
historical context of their creation, the underlying principles of discernment, zeal, and a commitment
to the "magis" (the more) are directly applicable to contemporary issues. Jesuits are guided by these
constitutions to engage with complex global challenges such as climate change, digital ethics,
interreligious dialogue, and the ongoing pursuit of social justice. The emphasis on critical thinking and
intellectual rigor enables the Society to contribute meaningfully to public discourse and to offer
thoughtful, faith-informed perspectives on these pressing matters. The adaptability of the Ignatian
charism, as embodied in the Constitutions, allows the Society to remain a relevant and dynamic force
for good in a rapidly changing world, fostering innovation in service and ministry.

The Constitutions as a Living Document for Global Mission

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus are best understood not as a static legal text but as a living
document that guides the Society's global mission. Over the centuries, General Congregations have
interpreted and applied these foundational principles to new contexts, ensuring that the Society
remains faithful to its charism while responding to the evolving needs of the Church and the world.
The Constitutions provide the essential blueprint for Jesuit life and apostolate, fostering unity and
coherence across the diverse provinces and ministries of the Society. They empower Jesuits to
engage in a wide range of activities, from education and pastoral care to scientific research and social
advocacy, all united by a common purpose: to serve God and to advance His Kingdom. The ongoing
dialogue and interpretation surrounding the Constitutions ensure their continued vitality and
relevance, allowing the Society to adapt its strategies while remaining rooted in its core identity.

Fostering Jesuit Identity in the 21st Century

In the 21st century, the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus continue to play a crucial role in shaping
and sustaining Jesuit identity. They serve as a constant reminder of the Society's unique vocation, its
commitment to rigorous spiritual formation, and its dedication to apostolic service. The principles
enshrined in these documents provide a shared vision and a common purpose for Jesuits around the



world, fostering a sense of fraternity and belonging. As the Society navigates the complexities of the
modern world, the Constitutions offer an anchor, grounding Jesuits in their foundational charism and
guiding them in their discernment of how best to respond to contemporary needs. The enduring
relevance of these constitutions speaks to their profound wisdom and their capacity to inspire
generations of Jesuits to live lives of faith, service, and dedication to the greater glory of God. This
enduring legacy continues to shape the Society's impact on global culture and human development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Constitutions of the
Society of Jesus?
The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus serve as the fundamental normative document for the
Society, outlining its identity, mission, governance, and the way of life for its members, grounded in
Ignatian spirituality and the service of faith and the promotion of justice.

How do the Constitutions relate to the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius?
The Constitutions are deeply rooted in the principles and experiences of the Spiritual Exercises. They
translate the core insights and charism of the Exercises into a concrete way of life and mission for the
Society, emphasizing discernment, obedience, and a desire to serve God's greater glory.

What is meant by 'discernment' in the context of the
Constitutions?
Discernment, as understood in the Constitutions, is a process of prayerful reflection and spiritual
sensitivity to understand God's will in concrete situations. It's crucial for making individual and
communal decisions, guiding the Society's mission and the personal journeys of its members.

How do the Constitutions address the Society's commitment
to the promotion of justice?
The Constitutions explicitly link the mission of the Society to the promotion of justice, stating that
Jesuits are called to work for the 'reconciliation of all things in Christ.' This involves addressing
systemic injustices and advocating for the marginalized, integrating social justice concerns into all
aspects of their apostolates.

What is the role of obedience within the framework of the
Constitutions?
Obedience in the Constitutions is understood not as blind submission, but as a response to God's call,
mediated through legitimate superiors. It's about actively seeking to do God's will, fostering a spirit of
cooperation, and being open to being sent where one is most needed for the service of the Church.



How have the Constitutions evolved or been interpreted in
contemporary times?
While the core text of the Constitutions remains, their interpretation and application are continually
adapted to contemporary contexts. This includes a strong emphasis on collaboration with lay people,
intercultural dialogue, environmental care, and engaging with new challenges and opportunities in the
world, all while staying true to the Ignatian charism.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus, each starting with "" and
followed by a short description:

1. Ignatian Spirituality and Governance
This book explores the foundational principles of Ignatian spirituality and how they directly inform the
governance structures and practices outlined in the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus. It delves into
the spiritual discernment that underpins the Society's decision-making processes and its commitment
to service. Readers will gain insight into the integration of prayer, community, and mission within the
Jesuit framework.

2. The Heart of the Constitutions: Discernment and Obedience
This insightful work focuses on the two central pillars of the Constitutions: discernment and
obedience. It unpacks the rich theological and practical understanding of discernment as a continuous
spiritual process for both individuals and the community. The book also examines the nuanced
concept of obedience within the Jesuit context, emphasizing its role in discerning and enacting God's
will.

3. In the Spirit of the Founder: Loyola's Vision for Service
This title examines the enduring relevance of St. Ignatius of Loyola's vision as expressed in the
Constitutions. It highlights how the document serves as a living testament to his desire for the Society
to be instruments of God's service in the world. The book likely explores key areas such as the
apostolate, community life, and the commitment to intellectual rigor as vital components of this
vision.

4. Navigating the Jesuit Path: A Guide to the Constitutions
Designed as a practical companion, this book offers a clear and accessible introduction to the
Constitutions of the Society of Jesus. It breaks down the complex language and historical context of
the document into understandable sections. This guide aims to help both Jesuits and those interested
in Ignatian tradition appreciate the depth and wisdom embedded within the foundational rules of the
Society.

5. Community and Mission: Living the Jesuit Vocation
This volume explores the dynamic relationship between community life and the missionary imperative
as defined by the Constitutions. It investigates how the structure of the Society fosters communal
discernment and mutual support in the pursuit of its apostolic goals. The book likely discusses the
ways in which shared life strengthens the commitment to serving the Church and humanity.

6. The Art of Jesuit Administration: From Constitutions to Practice
This book bridges the gap between the theoretical framework of the Constitutions and the practical



realities of Jesuit administration. It examines how the principles of discernment, obedience, and
apostolic zeal translate into effective governance and leadership within Jesuit institutions. The author
likely draws on historical examples and contemporary challenges to illustrate the enduring
applicability of the Constitutions.

7. Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience: The Vows in the Jesuit Life
This title delves into the profound significance of the evangelical vows as articulated within the
Constitutions of the Society of Jesus. It explores how these vows are not merely renouncements but
transformative commitments that enable deeper service and union with God. The book likely
examines the distinct Jesuit understanding of obedience, poverty, and chastity, and their impact on
the Jesuit mission.

8. Ignatius's Legacy: The Evolving Interpretation of the Constitutions
This work traces the historical development and evolving interpretations of the Constitutions of the
Society of Jesus since their inception. It investigates how the foundational text has been understood
and applied across different historical periods and cultural contexts. The book likely explores scholarly
debates and revisions that have shaped the Society's adherence to its core principles.

9. Service to the Church: The Constitutions and the Global Mission
This book examines the crucial role of the Constitutions in shaping the Society of Jesus' commitment
to serving the universal Church. It highlights how the document guides the Society's global apostolic
endeavors and its responsiveness to diverse ecclesial needs. The author likely explores the ways in
which the Constitutions foster a spirit of universal availability and collaboration in mission.
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