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Concorde Career College Respiratory Therapy
Program: Your Path to a Rewarding Healthcare
Career

Concorde Career College respiratory therapy programs are a popular choice for
individuals seeking a fulfilling and in-demand career in healthcare. This comprehensive
guide explores what makes Concorde a standout option for aspiring respiratory therapists,
delving into program details, admission requirements, curriculum highlights, career
prospects, and the overall student experience. Whether you're considering a career
change or embarking on your first professional journey, understanding the intricacies of a
Concorde education in respiratory therapy can help you make an informed decision about
your future. This article will cover everything you need to know, from the core
competencies taught to the potential outcomes after graduation, ensuring you have a clear
picture of what awaits you.
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Why Choose Concorde Career College for
Respiratory Therapy?

Concorde Career College has established itself as a reputable institution offering
specialized training for healthcare professions, and its respiratory therapy program is no
exception. The college focuses on providing students with practical, hands-on education
designed to prepare them for immediate entry into the workforce. For those interested in
the vital role of respiratory therapists, Concorde offers a structured pathway that
emphasizes both theoretical knowledge and essential clinical skills. Many students are
drawn to Concorde due to its commitment to career-focused education, aiming to equip
graduates with the competencies employers actively seek. The college's reputation for
fostering a supportive learning environment and its dedication to student success are
significant draws for aspiring respiratory therapists.

The decision to pursue a career in respiratory therapy is a significant one, and choosing
the right educational institution is paramount. Concorde Career College stands out for its
focused approach to healthcare training, ensuring that its graduates are well-prepared for
the challenges and rewards of this essential profession. Their programs are designed with
the needs of the healthcare industry in mind, constantly adapting to meet evolving
demands and technological advancements in respiratory care. This proactive approach
ensures that students receive an education that is not only comprehensive but also highly
relevant to the current job market.



Concorde's Respiratory Therapy Program
Overview

Concorde Career College offers Associate of Occupational Studies (AOS) or Associate of
Science (AS) degrees in Respiratory Therapy, depending on the campus location and
program specifics. These programs are meticulously designed to provide students with the
foundational knowledge and practical skills necessary to diagnose and treat a wide range
of cardiopulmonary disorders. The curriculum is structured to cover essential aspects of
respiratory care, from patient assessment and airway management to the operation of
advanced medical equipment. Graduates are typically prepared to sit for national
certification examinations administered by the National Board for Respiratory Care
(NBRC), a crucial step toward licensure and employment.

The program's structure is built around a progressive learning model, starting with
fundamental concepts and gradually advancing to more complex clinical applications. This
systematic approach ensures that students build a strong understanding of respiratory
physiology, pharmacology, and critical care principles. Emphasis is placed on developing
critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, which are vital for respiratory therapists
who often work in high-pressure, life-saving situations. The college's commitment to
providing a quality education is reflected in the careful design of its coursework and the
selection of qualified faculty.

Key Components of the Respiratory Therapy
Curriculum

A comprehensive respiratory therapy education at Concorde Career College involves a
blend of theoretical instruction, hands-on practice, and real-world clinical experience.
These three pillars work together to create a well-rounded and highly competent
respiratory therapist.

Didactic Education
The didactic component of the respiratory therapy program lays the theoretical
groundwork for understanding human cardiopulmonary systems, diseases, and their
treatments. Students delve into subjects such as anatomy and physiology, pulmonary
disease pathology, pharmacology related to respiratory conditions, and the principles of
mechanical ventilation. This in-depth academic study ensures that students grasp the
"why" behind the treatments and procedures they will perform. Courses often include
detailed discussions on conditions like asthma, COPD, pneumonia, cystic fibrosis, and
various neonatal and adult respiratory distress syndromes. Understanding the scientific
basis for these conditions is crucial for effective patient care and diagnosis.



Laboratory and Simulation
Concorde's respiratory therapy programs utilize state-of-the-art laboratory facilities and
simulation equipment to provide students with practical, hands-on experience in a
controlled environment. This allows students to practice essential skills such as
administering oxygen therapy, performing chest physiotherapy, operating ventilators, and
managing artificial airways without the immediate pressure of a real patient. Simulation
exercises mimic various clinical scenarios, enabling students to develop their diagnostic
and treatment skills, build confidence, and refine their techniques before entering actual
clinical settings. This experiential learning is critical for developing proficiency and
ensuring patient safety.

Clinical Rotations
A cornerstone of any accredited respiratory therapy program is the clinical rotation
component. Concorde Career College partners with various healthcare facilities, including
hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and long-term care facilities, to provide students with
invaluable real-world experience. During these rotations, students work under the
supervision of experienced respiratory therapists, applying their classroom knowledge and
laboratory skills to patient care. They gain exposure to diverse patient populations, from
neonates in the NICU to adults in the ICU and elderly patients with chronic respiratory
conditions. These clinical experiences are crucial for developing patient assessment skills,
communication abilities, and an understanding of the healthcare team dynamics.

Admission Requirements for Concorde's
Respiratory Therapy Program

Prospective students interested in Concorde's respiratory therapy programs should be
aware of the general admission requirements, which can vary slightly by campus.
Typically, candidates are required to have a high school diploma or GED. Applicants may
also need to undergo pre-admission testing to assess their aptitude for the program and
demonstrate proficiency in basic academic skills, often including English and
mathematics. Background checks and drug screenings are standard procedures in
healthcare education to ensure patient safety and adherence to professional standards. It
is advisable for applicants to consult directly with the admissions department of their
chosen Concorde campus for the most accurate and up-to-date information regarding
specific prerequisites, application deadlines, and any required entrance exams.

The admissions process is designed to identify individuals who possess the academic
foundation and personal qualities necessary for success in a demanding healthcare
program. Concorde emphasizes a holistic review of applications, considering academic
achievements, personal statements, and interviews to select candidates who demonstrate
potential for a rewarding career in respiratory therapy. Early preparation, such as
reviewing prerequisite coursework and understanding program expectations, can greatly
benefit applicants throughout the admissions process.



The Benefits of a Concorde Respiratory Therapy
Education

Choosing Concorde Career College for respiratory therapy education offers several
distinct advantages that contribute to a student's preparedness and career success. The
college's focus on career-oriented training, coupled with its industry connections, provides
a solid foundation for graduates entering the healthcare field.

Accreditation and Recognition
Concorde Career College programs are generally accredited by recognized accrediting
bodies, ensuring that the education provided meets rigorous quality standards. For
respiratory therapy programs, accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation for
Respiratory Care (CoARC) is a critical indicator of program quality and is often a
prerequisite for licensure and national certification. This accreditation signifies that the
program's curriculum, faculty, and resources are evaluated and deemed sufficient to
prepare graduates for professional practice. Understanding the accreditation status is
vital for any student seeking a respected and recognized qualification.

Experienced Instructors
A significant strength of Concorde's programs lies in its faculty. Instructors are typically
experienced and credentialed respiratory therapists with practical, hands-on knowledge of
the field. They bring real-world insights and clinical expertise into the classroom and lab,
offering students valuable mentorship and guidance. This blend of academic rigor and
practical application is essential for developing competent healthcare professionals. The
instructors' ability to share personal experiences and contemporary industry trends
enriches the learning process and prepares students for the realities of the profession.

Career Services and Job Placement
Concorde Career College places a strong emphasis on career services, offering dedicated
support to students throughout their academic journey and beyond graduation. This
typically includes resume building assistance, interview preparation, and networking
opportunities with potential employers. Many Concorde campuses have established
relationships with healthcare facilities in their local communities, which can facilitate
clinical placements and, subsequently, job opportunities for graduates. The college's
commitment to job placement is a key reason why many students choose Concorde, as it
directly addresses the goal of securing meaningful employment upon completion of the
program.

Student Support and Resources
Beyond academic instruction, Concorde provides a supportive environment for its



students. This includes access to academic advisors, tutoring services, and resources
designed to help students navigate the challenges of their studies. The college
understands that pursuing a demanding healthcare degree requires dedication and
support, and it strives to offer the necessary tools for students to succeed. From library
resources to student lounges, Concorde aims to create an environment conducive to
learning and personal growth, fostering a sense of community among its students.

Career Opportunities for Concorde Respiratory
Therapy Graduates

Graduates of Concorde Career College's respiratory therapy programs are well-positioned
to enter a variety of rewarding healthcare roles. The demand for skilled respiratory
therapists remains consistently high across the nation, driven by an aging population and
the increasing prevalence of respiratory diseases. Concorde's comprehensive training
aims to equip graduates with the versatile skills needed to excel in diverse healthcare
settings.

Common Work Settings
Respiratory therapists are integral members of the healthcare team and can be found
working in numerous environments. Concorde graduates are prepared for positions in:

Hospitals (including critical care units, emergency departments, and general medical
floors)

Outpatient clinics and physician offices

Long-term care facilities and skilled nursing homes

Home healthcare agencies

Rehabilitation centers

Sleep disorder clinics

Respiratory equipment companies

The adaptability of the respiratory therapy profession means that graduates have a wide
range of career paths to explore, allowing them to find settings that best suit their
interests and career aspirations.

Specializations in Respiratory Care
While the foundational training covers broad aspects of respiratory therapy, experienced



professionals often pursue specialized areas. Concorde's curriculum provides a strong
base for pursuing these specializations, which can include:

Critical Care Respiratory Therapy

Pediatric and Neonatal Respiratory Therapy

Cardiopulmonary Diagnostics

Pulmonary Rehabilitation

Sleep Medicine

Adult Critical Care

The comprehensive education received at Concorde allows graduates to develop an
understanding of these specialized fields and to pursue advanced certifications or further
education as their careers progress.

Job Outlook and Demand
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) projects strong job growth for respiratory
therapists, with employment expected to grow much faster than the average for all
occupations. This favorable outlook is attributed to factors such as the increasing number
of individuals with chronic respiratory diseases, such as emphysema and asthma, and the
growing elderly population, who are more susceptible to respiratory conditions.
Concorde's focus on providing industry-relevant skills means that graduates are well-
prepared to meet this growing demand, making it a wise choice for those seeking stable
and meaningful employment in healthcare.

Preparing for Success in the Respiratory Therapy
Field

Success in the field of respiratory therapy, particularly after attending a program like
Concorde's, involves more than just completing coursework. It requires a commitment to
continuous learning, strong interpersonal skills, and a dedication to patient well-being.
Students are encouraged to actively participate in all aspects of their education, from
engaging in class discussions to maximizing their learning during clinical rotations.

Developing critical thinking and problem-solving abilities is paramount. Respiratory
therapists must be able to quickly assess patient conditions, interpret diagnostic data, and
implement appropriate treatment plans. Furthermore, strong communication skills are
essential for effectively interacting with patients, their families, and other members of the
healthcare team. Building professional relationships with instructors and clinical
supervisors can also open doors to future career opportunities and mentorship.



Making the Decision: Is Concorde Right for You?

When considering a career in respiratory therapy, evaluating educational institutions like
Concorde Career College is a crucial step. Concorde's programs offer a focused, career-
oriented approach to respiratory therapy education, emphasizing practical skills and real-
world experience. The college's commitment to accreditation, experienced faculty, and
career services provides a supportive framework for students aiming to enter this vital
healthcare profession.

Prospective students should weigh the program's structure, curriculum, and outcomes
against their personal career goals and learning preferences. Visiting a campus, speaking
with admissions representatives, and even talking to current students or alumni can
provide valuable insights. Ultimately, Concorde Career College can be an excellent choice
for individuals who are dedicated to serving others and are seeking a well-respected path
in the ever-evolving field of respiratory care.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the admission requirements for the
Respiratory Therapy program at Concorde Career
College?
Admission requirements can vary slightly between campuses and over time, but typically
include a high school diploma or GED, completion of prerequisite courses with a minimum
GPA, a background check, drug screening, and sometimes specific placement exams or
interviews. It's best to check the official Concorde Career College website for the most up-
to-date and campus-specific details.

How long does the Respiratory Therapy program at
Concorde typically take to complete?
The duration of the Respiratory Therapy program at Concorde Career College is generally
around 20-24 months, depending on the specific campus and whether it's offered as an
Associate's degree or diploma program. This includes classroom instruction, lab work, and
clinical externships.

What kind of career opportunities are available for
graduates of Concorde's Respiratory Therapy program?
Graduates are prepared for a variety of roles in healthcare, including Respiratory
Therapist, Pulmonary Technologist, and Cardiopulmonary Specialist. They can work in
hospitals (adult and pediatric), long-term care facilities, home healthcare agencies,
rehabilitation centers, and even sleep disorder clinics.



Does Concorde Career College offer online or hybrid
options for their Respiratory Therapy program?
While Concorde offers many programs online, the Respiratory Therapy program typically
requires significant hands-on clinical experience and in-person laboratory work.
Therefore, it's generally offered in a traditional on-campus format. However, it's always
advisable to verify the latest program delivery methods directly with Concorde.

What is the accreditation status of Concorde Career
College's Respiratory Therapy program?
Concorde Career College's Respiratory Therapy programs are typically accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC). Accreditation is crucial as it
ensures the program meets established quality standards and is often a requirement for
licensure and professional certification. Always verify the specific accreditation for the
campus you are interested in.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to a Concorde Career College Respiratory Therapy program,
with descriptions:

1. Introduction to Respiratory Care: Principles and Practice
This foundational text covers the essential knowledge and skills required for respiratory
therapists. It delves into the history and evolution of the profession, fundamental concepts
of cardiopulmonary anatomy and physiology, and the initial assessment and management
of common respiratory conditions. Students will find this book invaluable for building a
strong understanding of the field.

2. Cardiopulmonary Anatomy & Physiology for the Respiratory Therapist
This book provides a detailed exploration of the intricate structures and functions of the
heart and lungs. It breaks down complex biological processes into understandable terms,
crucial for understanding how respiratory conditions manifest and how treatments work.
The text often includes clear diagrams and illustrations to enhance learning.

3. Respiratory Therapy Pharmacology: Medications and Their Applications
A critical resource for understanding the pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics of
drugs used in respiratory care. This title guides students through the various classes of
respiratory medications, their mechanisms of action, indications, and potential side
effects. It emphasizes safe and effective drug administration and patient monitoring.

4. Mechanical Ventilation: Principles and Practices for Therapists
This comprehensive guide focuses on the theory and application of mechanical ventilation.
It covers the setup, management, and troubleshooting of various ventilator modes, as well
as the assessment of patient response to ventilatory support. The book is essential for
developing proficiency in managing critically ill patients with respiratory failure.

5. Diagnostic Procedures in Respiratory Therapy



This text equips aspiring respiratory therapists with the knowledge of common diagnostic
tools and techniques used to evaluate respiratory health. It explains pulmonary function
testing, arterial blood gas analysis, imaging modalities, and other diagnostic procedures.
Understanding these methods is key to accurate diagnosis and treatment planning.

6. Respiratory Care: Pathophysiology and Disease Management
This book delves into the underlying disease processes that affect the respiratory system.
It explores the pathophysiology of conditions like asthma, COPD, pneumonia, and cystic
fibrosis, and outlines evidence-based approaches to their management. Students will learn
to identify, assess, and treat a wide range of pulmonary diseases.

7. Patient Assessment and Clinical Skills for Respiratory Therapists
This practical guide emphasizes the development of essential clinical assessment skills. It
covers vital signs monitoring, auscultation, percussion, palpation, and the interpretation of
physical findings. The book also details bedside procedures and techniques that
respiratory therapists perform daily.

8. Pediatric and Neonatal Respiratory Care
Focusing on the unique challenges of caring for the youngest patients, this book addresses
the specific respiratory needs of infants and children. It covers common pediatric
respiratory illnesses, congenital abnormalities, and the specialized equipment and
techniques used in neonatal and pediatric intensive care settings. It's a vital resource for
those interested in specialized practice.

9. Ethical and Legal Issues in Respiratory Therapy Practice
This important title explores the ethical considerations and legal responsibilities that
respiratory therapists encounter in their profession. It discusses patient rights, informed
consent, confidentiality, and professional conduct. Understanding these aspects is crucial
for providing safe, compassionate, and legally compliant patient care.
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