complete works of charles fort

The complete works of Charles Fort represent a fascinating, often
bewildering, but undeniably important contribution to understanding
unexplained phenomena. Fort, a meticulous researcher and keen observer,
dedicated his life to collecting and cataloging accounts of events that
defied conventional scientific explanation, from strange aerial phenomena to
inexplicable biological occurrences. This article will delve into the
entirety of his published writings, exploring the core themes, the
methodology he employed, and the enduring legacy of his unique approach to
anomaly. We will examine his seminal books, the impact of his research on
later fields, and why the study of his collected works continues to captivate
those interested in the fringes of our known reality. Prepare to embark on a
journey through the peculiar and the unexplained as we unpack the vast and
intriguing universe of Charles Fort.
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Charles Fort: A Life Dedicated to the Anomalous

Charles Fort (1874-1932) was an American writer and researcher who became
synonymous with the study of the unexplained. Born in Albany, New York,
Fort's early life gave little indication of the path he would ultimately
forge. He displayed a keen interest in natural history and meteorology from a
young age, collecting rocks and studying the skies. However, it was a period
of disillusionment with his conventional work, coupled with a profound
personal tragedy, that redirected his focus. Following the death of his wife,
Gertrude, Fort inherited a modest sum of money, which allowed him to pursue
his intellectual curiosities with unparalleled dedication. He spent years in
libraries, poring over scientific journals, newspapers, and historical
records, meticulously documenting any accounts that seemed to fall outside
the accepted scientific paradigm. His commitment to this unconventional
research was absolute, leading him to a life of relative poverty but immense
intellectual pursuit.

Fort's unique perspective stemmed from his conviction that science, in its
pursuit of order and explanation, often dismissed or suppressed anomalous
phenomena that didn't fit established theories. He believed that these



"damned" data points, as he often termed them, held significant clues to a
reality far more complex and mysterious than commonly acknowledged. This
lifelong endeavor to collect and present these anomalies formed the bedrock
of his enduring literary output and cemented his reputation as a pioneer in
the study of the unexplained.

The Foundational Texts: Unpacking Fort's Major
Works

The body of work produced by Charles Fort is primarily contained within four
seminal books, each contributing to his overarching project of cataloging and
questioning the accepted order of things. These texts are not mere
collections of curiosities; they are carefully constructed arguments,
presented through the weight of accumulated evidence, designed to challenge
conventional understanding.

The Book of the Damned

Published in 1919, "The Book of the Damned" is arguably Charles Fort's most
famous and influential work. This book introduced his core concept of "damned
data" — phenomena that have been dismissed, ignored, or actively suppressed
by the scientific establishment. Fort meticulously gathered accounts of
unexplained aerial objects (often described as "sky-frogs" or "fish" falling
from the sky), strange lights, and peculiar atmospheric events from a vast
array of sources, dating back centuries. He presented these accounts with a
critical eye, not necessarily claiming to have definitive explanations, but
rather highlighting the consistent patterns of occurrences that defied easy
categorization. The title itself reflects Fort's view that these phenomena
were "damned" to the fringes of accepted knowledge, cast out from the
accepted scientific narrative.

The book is characterized by Fort's distinctive narrative style, a blend of
meticulous research, dry wit, and a profound sense of wonder. He
systematically dismantled the arguments of those who sought to explain away
every anomaly, pointing out the inherent biases and limitations within rigid
scientific frameworks. "The Book of the Damned"” is more than a compendium;
it's a philosophical treatise on the nature of knowledge and the importance
of embracing the unknown. It laid the groundwork for much of the future study
of UFOs and other unconventional phenomena.

Wild Talents

Following "The Book of the Damned," Fort released "Wild Talents" in 1931, a



year before his death. This work delves into phenomena that appear to involve
"wild talents" — abilities or events that seem to defy the known laws of
physics and biology. Fort explored accounts of telekinesis, precognition,
unexplained disappearances and reappearances, and instances of apparent
psychic phenomena. He gathered stories of individuals who seemed to possess
extraordinary or inexplicable powers, often collected from folklore,
historical accounts, and contemporary newspaper reports.

In "Wild Talents," Fort continued his practice of presenting raw data,
allowing the reader to draw their own conclusions. He highlighted the sheer
volume of seemingly credible reports of these "wild talents," suggesting that
if such phenomena were real, they represented a significant gap in scientific
understanding. The book’s emphasis on human abilities, often dismissed as
superstition, further solidified Fort’s reputation for exploring the
boundaries of human experience and perception. It explored the concept of
intent and will manifesting in ways that conventional science struggled to
address, showcasing a different facet of the anomalous.

Lo!

"Lo!" was published in 1931, the same year as "Wild Talents," and further
expanded Fort's exploration of the inexplicable. The title itself, "Lo!", an
exclamation of discovery or wonder, sets the tone for its contents. This book
focuses heavily on a variety of unusual occurrences, including mysterious
falls of objects from the sky (such as fish, frogs, and more solid items),
strange atmospheric phenomena, and peculiar light displays. Fort continued
his meticulous compilation of documented events, often presenting multiple
accounts of similar occurrences to build a cumulative case for their reality.

The "Lo!" in the title is also a reference to the perceived oversight of
these events by the scientific community. Fort argued that while scientists
might dismiss a single incident as an anomaly or error, the persistent
recurrence of similar events across different times and places demanded a
more serious consideration. He aimed to demonstrate that the universe was far
more peculiar and unpredictable than the prevailing scientific models
allowed. The book is replete with examples that continue to intrigue
researchers of anomalous phenomena, covering a wide spectrum of unexplained
occurrences.

The Book of the Beasts

"The Book of the Beasts," while not published during Fort's lifetime, is
considered a crucial part of his complete works, often compiled posthumously.
It continues his investigation into the anomalies of the natural world, with
a particular focus on unusual creatures, strange migrations, and inexplicable
biological occurrences that fall outside the scope of standard zoology and



biology. Fort gathered accounts of mythical beasts, bizarre animal behaviors,
and reports of creatures that seemed to defy conventional classification.

This book showcases Fort's deep engagement with the biological and zoological
records, highlighting instances where accepted scientific explanations proved
insufficient. He presented evidence of anomalies in animal behavior and
existence that suggested a more fluid and perhaps more mysterious
relationship between life forms and their environment than typically
acknowledged. "The Book of the Beasts" underscores Fort's belief that the
entire natural world was replete with events that challenged established
scientific dogma, prompting a re-evaluation of what we consider "normal" in
the animal kingdom and beyond.

Fort's Method: The Art of Cataloging the
Unexplained

Charles Fort's approach to researching and presenting anomalous phenomena was
as unique as the phenomena themselves. It was a method born of dedication, a
critical eye, and a profound respect for raw, uninterpreted data. He was not
a theorist in the traditional sense; rather, he was a gatherer, a curator,
and a provocateur of thought.

From Observation to Documentation

Fort's methodology was characterized by an almost obsessive commitment to
observation and documentation. He spent countless hours in libraries,
archives, and museums, sifting through an enormous volume of printed
material. His primary sources included scientific journals, meteorological
reports, newspapers from around the globe, historical chronicles, and even
personal correspondence. He was not just looking for sensational stories; he
was searching for reports that described events which, upon initial
inspection, seemed to contradict established scientific understanding.

His process involved meticulously recording details: dates, locations,
eyewitness accounts, and any available official reports. He would then cross-
reference these accounts, looking for patterns, recurring themes, and
consistent descriptions of events. This systematic approach allowed him to
build a vast repository of "damned data" — information that had been
overlooked, dismissed, or categorized as error by the mainstream scientific
community. He was essentially creating a parallel archive of reality, one
that acknowledged the existence of phenomena that existing paradigms could
not easily accommodate.



The Power of the Unexplained

Fort's central thesis was that the unexplained phenomena he collected were
not mere curiosities or isolated incidents, but rather significant data
points that warranted serious consideration. He argued that science, in its
quest for order and predictability, often created a simplified model of
reality that excluded anything that didn't fit. This exclusion, he believed,
led to a fundamental incompleteness in our understanding of the universe.

He championed the idea that the power of the unexplained lay precisely in its
resistance to easy explanation. By meticulously documenting these instances,
Fort aimed to demonstrate the sheer volume and pervasiveness of events that
challenged conventional wisdom. He believed that these anomalies held the key
to unlocking deeper truths about the nature of reality, the capabilities of
consciousness, and the fundamental workings of the cosmos. His work was an
implicit argument for intellectual humility and an open mind.

Challenging Scientific Orthodoxy

Fort's work was inherently a challenge to scientific orthodoxy. He was not a
scientist himself, but he possessed a deep understanding of scientific
principles and, more importantly, a keen awareness of their limitations. He
used scientific literature against itself, often quoting scientists who
acknowledged anomalies or expressed perplexity, only to then point out how
those same anomalies were subsequently rationalized away or ignored.

His method involved presenting evidence in a way that forced readers to
confront the inconsistencies and gaps in scientific explanations. He was
adept at exposing what he saw as the intellectual arrogance of a scientific
establishment that often closed its mind to phenomena that didn't conform to
its established theories. Fort's "damned data" served as a constant reminder
that the known universe was only a fraction of what might exist, and that the
pursuit of knowledge required a willingness to question even the most deeply
entrenched beliefs.

Key Themes and Recurring Phenomena in Fort's
Works

Across his prolific writings, Charles Fort identified and meticulously
documented a recurring set of phenomena that consistently defied conventional
explanation. These themes form the core of his contribution to the study of
the unexplained and continue to resonate with researchers today.



Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAP)

Perhaps the most enduring theme in Charles Fort's work is the persistent
reporting of unidentified aerial phenomena, or what are now commonly referred
to as UFOs. Fort amassed a significant collection of accounts from
newspapers, historical records, and eyewitness testimonies detailing strange
objects and lights observed in the sky. These included descriptions of aerial
objects that moved in ways contrary to known aircraft, emitted unusual
lights, and were sometimes seen to fall from the sky or to be made of
peculiar substances.

He documented instances of these sightings dating back centuries, suggesting
that these phenomena were not a new invention of the 20th century. Fort’s
work in this area predates the modern UFO era, providing a historical context
for ongoing investigations into anomalous aerial objects. His thorough
cataloging laid the groundwork for much of the public and scientific interest
in what was happening in the skies above.

Unusual Weather and Atmospheric Events

Fort was deeply fascinated by anomalous weather phenomena and atmospheric
events that seemed to defy meteorological science. This included reports of
unusual precipitation, such as the aforementioned falls of living organisms
like fish and frogs from the sky, but also more peculiar atmospheric
occurrences. He documented strange fogs, unusual electrical discharges, and
peculiar cloud formations that seemed to lack conventional scientific
explanation.

These accounts often highlighted instances where the usual scientific
explanations for weather seemed inadequate. Fort presented these events not
as mere curiosities but as data points that suggested a deeper, more complex
understanding of atmospheric dynamics was required. His collection of these
weather anomalies illustrated the vastness of what remained unknown about the
Earth's atmosphere and its interaction with other forces.

Anomalous Biological Occurrences

Beyond the skies and weather, Fort's research extended to anomalies within
the biological realm. This encompassed a wide range of events, including
unexplained mutations, unusual animal behavior, and instances of spontaneous
generation or disappearance of living organisms. "The Book of the Beasts," in
particular, delves into these topics, cataloging reports of creatures that
defied easy classification and phenomena that challenged the established
principles of zoology and biology.



Fort was particularly interested in events that seemed to break the perceived
rules of life and evolution. He presented accounts that suggested a far more
fluid and perhaps more dynamic relationship between life and its environment
than typically understood. These biological anomalies underscored his view
that the natural world was far stranger and more wondrous than conventional
science had fully grasped.

Precognitive and Telepathic Events

In works like "Wild Talents," Fort explored phenomena that touched upon the
capabilities of the human mind and consciousness, often dismissed as
parapsychological or supernatural. He meticulously documented accounts of
precognition (knowing future events), telepathy (mind-to-mind communication),
and other forms of alleged psychic abilities. He presented these reports,
often gathered from historical accounts and anecdotal evidence, as data that
could not be easily ignored.

Fort argued that if even a fraction of these reports were true, they
represented a significant challenge to the materialist worldview that
dominated scientific thought. His exploration of these "wild talents"
suggested that human consciousness itself might possess capabilities that
were not yet understood or accepted by mainstream science. These accounts
highlight his interest in the inner workings of human experience and its
potential to extend beyond the physical realm.

The Concept of "The Suppressed"

A unifying concept throughout Fort's writings is the idea of "the
suppressed." This refers to information, phenomena, or even entire bodies of
knowledge that Fort believed had been deliberately ignored, downplayed, or
actively suppressed by the scientific establishment, governments, or other
authorities. He saw the scientific method, while valuable, as having an
inherent tendency to discard data that did not conform to its existing
frameworks, thereby suppressing potentially valuable insights.

Fort's argument was not necessarily that these suppressions were always
malicious, but rather that they were a natural consequence of a system that
prioritized conformity and established theory. He believed that by cataloging
these "damned" or suppressed data points, he was helping to bring them back
into the light, forcing a re-examination of what was considered known and
what remained beyond our current understanding. This concept of the
suppressed is central to the ongoing appeal of Fortean research.



The Impact and Legacy of Charles Fort's
Research

The influence of Charles Fort's unique approach to the study of the
unexplained extends far beyond his own lifetime, permeating various fields of
inquiry and popular culture. His dedication to meticulously documenting the
anomalous has inspired generations of researchers and thinkers.

Fortean Studies and Organizations

Following Fort's death, his work inspired the establishment of dedicated
organizations and the broader field of "Fortean studies." These groups and
individuals continue his mission of collecting, cataloging, and critically
examining anomalous phenomena. The International Fortean Organization (INFO),
for instance, has been instrumental in preserving and disseminating Fort's
legacy, publishing journals and hosting conferences that foster discussion
and research into the Fortean worldview.

These organizations often embrace Fort's open-minded yet critical approach,
encouraging a rigorous examination of evidence while remaining receptive to
phenomena that lie outside conventional scientific explanations. They serve
as vital hubs for those interested in exploring the edges of human knowledge
and the persistent mysteries of the universe, keeping the spirit of Fort's
research alive and evolving.

Influence on Popular Culture and Paranormal Research

Charles Fort's writings have had a profound and undeniable impact on popular
culture, particularly in the realms of science fiction, paranormal
investigation, and conspiracy theory. His detailed accounts of strange aerial
objects, inexplicable events, and the idea of suppressed knowledge have
become touchstones for many narratives exploring the unknown. The term
"Fortean" itself has entered the lexicon to describe phenomena that are
peculiar, unusual, or inexplicable.

Authors, filmmakers, and researchers in fields such as ufology,
cryptozoology, and parapsychology have frequently drawn inspiration from
Fort's meticulously compiled data and his provocative questioning of
scientific authority. His influence can be seen in countless books, movies,
and television shows that delve into mysteries, often referencing the types
of phenomena he so diligently documented. He provided a foundational language
and a persistent curiosity for exploring the unexplained that continues to
shape our cultural landscape.



The Enduring Relevance of Fortean Thinking

The enduring relevance of Charles Fort's work lies in his unwavering
insistence on the importance of acknowledging and investigating anomalies. In
an era where information is abundant but critical analysis can sometimes be
superficial, Fort's method of meticulous documentation and persistent
questioning remains a valuable model. His work serves as a constant reminder
that our understanding of reality is always incomplete and that curiosity,
coupled with rigorous investigation, is essential for pushing the boundaries
of knowledge.

Fortean thinking encourages intellectual humility and a healthy skepticism
towards overly simplistic explanations. It promotes the idea that challenging
the status quo and exploring the fringes of accepted knowledge can lead to
profound insights. The persistent occurrence of unexplained phenomena, from
strange lights in the sky to peculiar biological occurrences, ensures that
Fort's legacy of embracing the unknown continues to be a vital force in our
ongoing quest to understand the universe.

Navigating the Complete Works of Charles Fort:
A Reader's Guide

Approaching the complete works of Charles Fort can be a rewarding but
sometimes challenging experience. His unique style, vast scope, and often
unadorned presentation of extraordinary claims require a particular approach
from the reader. Understanding how to access his works and how to interpret
his findings is key to appreciating his significant contribution.

Where to Find Fort's Writings

The complete works of Charles Fort are generally accessible through various
channels. His major published books — "The Book of the Damned," "Wild
Talents," and "Lo!" — are readily available through print-on-demand services,
online booksellers, and often in public libraries. Many of his writings have
also been compiled into omnibus editions, offering a convenient way to access
his primary texts.

Furthermore, "The Book of the Beasts," which was not published during his
lifetime, is often included in collected editions of his works or available
as a separate posthumous publication. Digital archives and online
repositories dedicated to Fortean research may also provide access to his
writings, sometimes including essays, correspondence, and research notes that
offer deeper insights into his life and work. Exploring these resources is
the first step in delving into the fascinating world of Charles Fort.



Understanding Fortean Language and Style

Charles Fort developed a distinctive writing style that can be described as a
blend of academic rigor and almost literary eccentricity. He often presented
his collected accounts in a factual, declarative manner, quoting extensively
from his sources without much direct commentary. This objective presentation
of often bizarre events is a hallmark of his method.

His prose is characterized by a dry wit, a penchant for understatement, and
an occasional flair for the dramatic, particularly when he is highlighting
the absurdity of conventional explanations or the sheer persistence of
anomalous phenomena. Readers may find his narrative style dense at times, as
he often presents a rapid succession of disparate reports. However, this very
density is part of his strategy to overwhelm the reader with the sheer volume
of "damned data," suggesting that these events cannot be easily dismissed as
mere isolated oddities.

Approaching the Fortean Perspective

To truly appreciate the complete works of Charles Fort, it's essential to
approach them with an open mind and a willingness to consider perspectives
that may challenge your current understanding of reality. Fort was not an
advocate for any specific supernatural explanation; rather, he was a champion
of questioning, of acknowledging what we don't know, and of looking
critically at the explanations we do accept.

Readers are encouraged to engage with his work not by seeking definitive
answers, but by embracing the spirit of inquiry. Consider the patterns he
identified, the questions he raised, and the implications of phenomena that
resist easy categorization. Fort's legacy is not in providing a new
orthodoxy, but in encouraging a more expansive and humble approach to the
mysteries that surround us. His work invites a continuous exploration of the
unknown, urging us to remain curious and vigilant observers of the world
around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core concept behind Charles Fort's
‘complete works'?

Charles Fort's 'complete works' primarily investigate and catalog anomalous
phenomena that defy conventional scientific or rational explanations, often
referring to them collectively as 'The Book of the Damned' and similar terms
for inexplicable events.



What types of anomalies did Charles Fort document?

Fort documented a vast array of anomalies, including unexplained aerial
phenomena (often precursors to what we now call UFOs), strange rains of
organic matter, poltergeist activity, phantom animals, mysterious
disappearances, and accounts of telekinetic or psychic events.

Why are Charles Fort's works considered 'trending'
or relevant today?

His works remain relevant due to the enduring human fascination with the
unexplained, the continued occurrence of phenomena he documented (like UFO
sightings), and his pioneering role in establishing a systematic approach to
collecting and analyzing data outside mainstream science, influencing fields
like ufology and cryptozoology.

What was Fort's attitude towards established
science?

Fort was often critical of established science, believing it was too rigid
and dismissive of evidence that didn't fit its existing paradigms. He saw
scientists as often 'damning' or ignoring data that challenged their
theories.

What is the significance of 'The Book of the
Damned"'?

'The Book of the Damned' is Fort's most famous and influential work, acting
as a comprehensive compilation of extraordinary events and observations that
he argued were suppressed or ignored by the scientific establishment.

Did Fort offer explanations for the phenomena he
documented?

Fort's primary aim was not to provide definitive explanations, but rather to
meticulously collect and present the evidence of these anomalies. He
sometimes suggested speculative theories, but his core contribution was
highlighting the sheer volume of unexplained occurrences.

What is the 'Fortean Times' and its connection to
Charles Fort?

The Fortean Times is a magazine and organization dedicated to exploring and
reporting on anomalies, curiosities, and the unexplained, directly inspired
by and named after Charles Fort's work and his approach to documenting the
unusual.



What is the lasting legacy of Charles Fort's
approach?

Fort's legacy lies in his pioneering commitment to empirical observation of
the fringe, his encouragement of critical thinking about accepted narratives,
and his foundational role in the study of anomalous phenomena, which
continues to captivate researchers and the public alike.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Charles Fort's work, with descriptions:

1. Investigating the Unseen: Fortean Phenomena Explored

This collection delves into the core of Fortean research, examining phenomena
that defy conventional scientific explanation. It revisits classic cases of
inexplicable aerial objects, perplexing animal behavior, and anomalous
atmospheric events. The book aims to inspire readers to question accepted
narratives and consider alternative interpretations of reality, much like
Fort himself did.

2. The Anomalous Archives: Unearthing Fort's Legacy

This volume acts as a curated exploration of the vast archive compiled by
Charles Fort, showcasing his meticulous cataloging of baffling occurrences.
It presents previously unpublished notes and obscure entries that illuminate
his process and the sheer breadth of unexplained events he documented.
Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the foundational work that
challenged scientific orthodoxy.

3. Beyond the Observatory: Fortean Skies and Earthly Wonders

Focusing on celestial and terrestrial anomalies, this book examines Fort's
fascination with phenomena originating both above and below the horizon. It
includes detailed accounts of sky-falls, unusual weather patterns, and
peculiar geological formations that have defied easy explanation. The text
encourages a broader perspective on the mysteries that surround us, both
familiar and extraordinary.

4. The Fortean Compendium: A Chronicle of the Unexplained

This comprehensive guide serves as an accessible entry point into the world
of Fortean studies, offering a structured overview of key concepts and
celebrated cases. It breaks down the complex web of Fort's findings into
digestible chapters, exploring topics from teleportation to spontaneous
generation. The book is ideal for newcomers seeking an introduction to the
enduring appeal of the unexplained.

5. Echoes of the Impossible: Fortean Narratives and Their Impact

This work analyzes the cultural and intellectual impact of Charles Fort's
writings, exploring how his ideas have influenced subsequent researchers and
thinkers. It examines the narrative structures Fort employed to present his
findings and discusses the enduring power of his skepticism towards



established authorities. The book traces the lineage of Fortean thought and
its continued relevance in contemporary discussions.

6. The Fortean Field Guide: Navigating the Margins of Science

Designed for the aspiring anomaly investigator, this practical guide offers
insights and methodologies inspired by Charles Fort's systematic approach. It
provides readers with tools and perspectives for observing and documenting
unexplained events in their own lives. The book emphasizes critical thinking
and the importance of preserving evidence of the peculiar and the improbable.

7. In the Shadow of the Void: Fortean Perspectives on Consciousness and
Reality

This exploration delves into the more philosophical aspects of Fortean
research, considering how inexplicable phenomena might challenge our
understanding of consciousness and the nature of reality itself. It draws
connections between Fort's documented cases and broader questions about
perception and the limits of human knowledge. The book invites contemplation
on the profound implications of the unknown.

8. Whispers from the Edge: Fortean Encounters and Personal Testimonies
Featuring a collection of firsthand accounts and personal experiences of
anomalous events, this book brings the Fortean concept to life through
individual narratives. It showcases a diverse range of testimonials, from
unexplained sightings to peculiar coincidences, all echoing the spirit of
Fort's research. The compilation highlights the personal impact of
encountering the inexplicable.

9. The Fortean Lexicon: Understanding the Language of Anomaly

This book serves as a glossary and explainer of key terms, concepts, and
recurring themes found within Charles Fort's extensive body of work. It
demystifies the jargon and categorizations Fort developed to classify the
vast array of unexplained phenomena he encountered. The lexicon provides
essential context for anyone engaging with Fortean literature and research.
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