
commonlit the necklace answers
The answers to commonlit the necklace questions are a crucial resource for students
seeking to understand Guy de Maupassant's classic short story. This article delves deep
into the narrative, providing comprehensive insights into the plot, characters, themes, and
the profound literary devices employed by Maupassant. We will explore the central conflict,
the symbolic meaning of the necklace, and the tragic irony that underpins Mathilde Loisel's
downfall. Whether you're a student struggling with comprehension or a literature enthusiast
wanting a deeper appreciation of "The Necklace," this guide aims to illuminate the story's
intricacies and offer a pathway to understanding its enduring message. We will cover key
discussion points and provide context for answering common assessment questions.
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Analyzing the Characters in "The Necklace"

Exploring the Major Themes of "The Necklace"

Key Literary Devices and Their Significance
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Mathilde Loisel's Character Arc and Downfall

Monsieur Loisel's Role in the Narrative

Madame Forestier's Perspective and Influence

The Underlying Message and Moral of "The Necklace"

Decoding "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant:
A Comprehensive Guide to CommonLit Answers

Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace" is a literary gem that continues to captivate readers
with its sharp social commentary and devastating portrayal of human vanity and
consequence. For many students grappling with the story for the first time, understanding
the nuances of the plot, the motivations of the characters, and the underlying themes can
be challenging. This article serves as a detailed resource, specifically designed to help
individuals find clarity on the common questions associated with CommonLit's presentation
of "The Necklace." We will dissect the narrative arc, analyze the psychological depth of the
characters, and explore the powerful symbolic elements that make this story a timeless
exploration of desire, deception, and the harsh realities of social ambition.



The core of understanding "The Necklace" lies in grasping the protagonist's relentless
dissatisfaction with her middle-class existence and her desperate yearning for wealth and
social status. Maupassant masterfully crafts a narrative that highlights the destructive
power of envy and the often-unforeseen repercussions of chasing dreams that are
ultimately hollow. By examining the choices Mathilde Loisel makes, we can gain valuable
insights into the story's central message about contentment, honesty, and the true
meaning of happiness. This guide will provide a framework for discussing and answering
questions, ensuring a thorough comprehension of this impactful work of short fiction.

Understanding the Plot of "The Necklace"

The plot of "The Necklace" centers on Mathilde Loisel, a woman who feels her life is a
constant disappointment due to her perceived lack of wealth and social standing. Married to
a humble clerk, Monsieur Loisel, Mathilde dreams of a life filled with luxury, fine clothes,
and glittering social events. Her discontent is palpable, poisoning her daily existence. The
narrative takes a pivotal turn when Monsieur Loisel, after much effort, secures an invitation
to a prestigious ball hosted by the Minister of Public Instruction. This invitation, intended to
bring joy, instead amplifies Mathilde's anxieties about her appearance.

Mathilde's insistence on borrowing a diamond necklace from her wealthy friend, Madame
Forestier, sets in motion the story's tragic events. At the ball, she experiences a fleeting
moment of triumph, feeling beautiful and admired, but this joy is short-lived. Upon
returning home, she discovers the necklace is lost. The ensuing decade is consumed by the
Loisels' desperate efforts to repay the enormous debt incurred to replace the lost jewelry.
They live a life of extreme poverty and hard labor, a stark contrast to the life Mathilde had
so desperately craved.

The Invitation and Mathilde's Dissatisfaction
The story begins by establishing Mathilde Loisel's deep-seated unhappiness. She is not poor
in the absolute sense, but rather poor in her own perception, constantly comparing her life
to the opulent existence she believes she deserves. The invitation to the ball, a significant
social opportunity, initially excites her, but her excitement quickly turns to distress as she
laments her lack of suitable attire and jewelry. This highlights her vanity and her
preoccupation with external appearances.

Borrowing the Necklace from Madame Forestier
In a moment of desperation, Mathilde approaches her affluent friend, Madame Forestier, to
borrow a magnificent diamond necklace. This act symbolizes her attempt to temporarily
inhabit a world of wealth and status, a façade that will ultimately lead to her ruin. The ease
with which Madame Forestier lends her the jewelry underscores the vast difference in their
social circles and Mathilde's own perceived shortcomings.



The Lost Necklace and the Ten-Year Debt
The most crucial plot point is the discovery that the borrowed necklace is lost after the ball.
The Loisels, fearing exposure and shame, decide to replace it without informing Madame
Forestier. They borrow a sum of money that plunges them into a decade of crushing debt.
This period forces them to abandon their comfortable middle-class life and embrace abject
poverty and relentless toil, directly fulfilling, in a perverse way, Mathilde's earlier wish for
hardship, though not in the manner she imagined.

The Revelation at the End of "The Necklace"
The story culminates in a devastating revelation. After ten years of sacrificing their lives to
repay the debt, Mathilde encounters Madame Forestier. In a moment of candid confession,
Mathilde explains the decade-long ordeal caused by the lost necklace. Madame Forestier,
shocked, reveals that the original necklace was a fake, worth very little. This final twist of
irony underscores the futility of Mathilde's sacrifices and the profound tragedy of her
misplaced pride and vanity.

Analyzing the Characters in "The Necklace"

The characters in "The Necklace" are meticulously crafted to serve as vehicles for
Maupassant's social critique. Mathilde Loisel is the central figure, embodying the
destructive nature of vanity and social ambition. Her husband, Monsieur Loisel, represents
a more passive, perhaps even enabling, aspect of middle-class life, while Madame Forestier
serves as a symbol of the unearned privilege that Mathilde so desperately covets.

Mathilde Loisel: The Embodiment of Vanity and
Dissatisfaction
Mathilde is the story's protagonist, defined by her dissatisfaction and her overwhelming
desire for a life of luxury. She is portrayed as beautiful and charming but fundamentally
unhappy with her circumstances. Her character arc is a descent into hardship, driven by a
single act of deception fueled by pride. Her inability to appreciate what she has, and her
relentless pursuit of what she lacks, leads directly to her downfall.

Monsieur Loisel: The Dutiful and Sacrificing Husband
Monsieur Loisel is a sympathetic character, often overlooked but crucial to the narrative. He
is a dutiful husband who genuinely cares for Mathilde, even if he cannot fulfill her
extravagant desires. He sacrifices his savings and endures hardship to secure the invitation
and later to repay the debt. His quiet resignation and willingness to work hard highlight the
stark contrast with Mathilde's superficial aspirations.



Madame Forestier: The Symbol of Wealth and
Indifference
Madame Forestier represents the world of affluence that Mathilde yearns to enter. She is
presented as kind and generous in lending the necklace, but her ultimate unawareness of
the devastating impact of her seemingly trivial loan reveals a certain detachment from the
struggles of those less fortunate. Her casual revelation of the necklace's falsity is the
story's most potent irony, exposing the emptiness of Mathilde's decade-long sacrifice.

Exploring the Major Themes of "The Necklace"

"The Necklace" is rich with thematic depth, offering a timeless commentary on societal
values, personal choices, and the consequences of vanity. Maupassant uses the story of
Mathilde Loisel to explore complex ideas about happiness, appearance versus reality, and
the corrosive effects of social climbing.

The Destructive Power of Vanity and Ambition
Perhaps the most prominent theme is the destructive nature of vanity and unbridled
ambition. Mathilde's desire to appear wealthier and more sophisticated than she is leads
her to borrow the necklace, a decision born out of vanity. Her subsequent inability to admit
her mistake and her decade-long commitment to replacing a fake necklace demonstrate
how vanity can blind individuals to reason and lead to immense suffering.

Appearance Versus Reality
The story starkly contrasts the appearance of wealth and happiness with the underlying
reality of poverty and despair. Mathilde desires the outward trappings of a rich life,
believing they will bring her happiness. However, her pursuit of this superficial ideal leads
to a reality far worse than her original, modest life. The necklace itself, a symbol of
borrowed glamour, becomes the catalyst for revealing this profound gap between
appearance and reality.

Social Class and Dissatisfaction
Maupassant critiques the rigid social structures of his time, highlighting how social class
can breed deep dissatisfaction. Mathilde's unhappiness stems from her feeling that she was
born into the wrong class. Her yearning for social mobility and her envy of the wealthy are
central to her character and her tragic fate. The story suggests that true contentment
cannot be found through social climbing alone.



The Consequences of Deception and Pride
Mathilde's decision to hide the loss of the necklace and her subsequent decade of
deception and pride are the direct causes of her suffering. Her inability to admit her error to
Madame Forestier, rooted in pride and fear of judgment, forces her and her husband into a
life of hardship. The story serves as a powerful cautionary tale about the long-term
consequences of dishonesty and an unwillingness to confront one's mistakes.

Key Literary Devices and Their Significance

Guy de Maupassant employs several literary devices in "The Necklace" to enhance its
impact and convey his message effectively. These techniques contribute to the story's
realism, its emotional resonance, and its enduring power as a work of literature.

Irony in "The Necklace"
Irony is a cornerstone of "The Necklace," particularly situational irony. The most profound
example is the revelation that the necklace Mathilde spent ten years of her life and endured
immense hardship to replace was a fake. Another layer of irony lies in Mathilde's initial
desire to escape her "humble" life, only to find herself in a far more abject state due to her
efforts to improve her social standing.

Symbolism of the Necklace
The necklace itself is a potent symbol. It represents wealth, status, beauty, and the
superficial allure of the upper class. For Mathilde, it is a ticket to a world she craves, a
means to feel admired and important. However, it also symbolizes the burden of debt, the
consequences of dishonesty, and the ultimate hollowness of her aspirations.

Foreshadowing
While subtle, there are elements of foreshadowing. Mathilde's initial dissatisfaction and her
deep yearning for luxury hint at a potential for her to make poor decisions when presented
with an opportunity. Her complaints about her life set the stage for the dramatic events
that will follow.

Characterization
Maupassant uses direct and indirect characterization to develop his figures. Mathilde is
characterized by her constant complaining, her daydreams of luxury, and her reaction to
the invitation. Monsieur Loisel is characterized by his quiet demeanor, his hard work, and
his supportive nature. Madame Forestier is characterized by her affluence and her
seemingly casual generosity.



Commonly Asked Questions and Expert Answers
for "The Necklace"

Students often encounter specific questions when analyzing "The Necklace" for CommonLit
or other educational platforms. Here, we address some of the most frequent inquiries,
providing insights that go beyond simple plot recall.

What is the central conflict in "The Necklace"?
The central conflict is primarily internal, residing within Mathilde Loisel. It is her struggle
against her perceived social limitations and her overwhelming desire for wealth and status.
This internal conflict drives her actions, leading to the external conflict with her
circumstances and her husband as they grapple with the consequences of her choices.

Why does Mathilde borrow the necklace?
Mathilde borrows the necklace because she feels her own attire is inadequate for the
prestigious ball. She believes the necklace is essential to complete her look and to allow her
to feel like she belongs in the high-society event. Her vanity and her desire to impress are
the primary motivations.

What is the irony of the ending of "The Necklace"?
The profound irony lies in the fact that the diamond necklace Mathilde and her husband
worked for ten years to repay was a fake, worth very little. All the hardship, poverty, and
sacrifice they endured were for a worthless trinket. This highlights the futility of her vanity,
her pride, and her choices.

What lessons can be learned from "The Necklace"?
Several lessons can be gleaned. The story warns against the dangers of vanity,
materialism, and social climbing. It emphasizes the importance of contentment with one's
circumstances, the value of honesty, and the devastating consequences of pride and
deception. Appreciating what one has is a key takeaway.

How does Mathilde's character change throughout the
story?
Mathilde begins as a discontented woman dreaming of luxury. Her experience of hardship
transforms her physically, making her rough, weary, and aged. While she becomes resilient
and hardworking out of necessity, her underlying vanity and her inability to learn from her
mistakes are suggested by her reaction when she encounters Madame Forestier, a reaction



that does not necessarily indicate deep personal growth but rather a continuation of her
flawed perspective.

The Symbolism of the Necklace Itself

The necklace is the linchpin of the narrative, serving as more than just a plot device. Its
symbolic weight is considerable, representing various facets of Mathilde's desires and the
story's themes.

A Symbol of Wealth and Status
For Mathilde, the necklace is the ultimate symbol of the wealth and status she craves. It is a
tangible representation of the opulent lifestyle she believes will bring her happiness. By
wearing it, she momentarily inhabits the world of the elite, feeling a sense of belonging and
admiration.

The Burden of Borrowed Appearance
The necklace also symbolizes the burden of a borrowed appearance. Mathilde is not
genuinely wealthy, and the necklace is a temporary, external adornment that masks her
true circumstances. This act of borrowing foreshadows the greater debt she will incur to
replace it, emphasizing that her aspirations are built on something borrowed and ultimately
fragile.

The Catalyst for Downfall
Ultimately, the necklace becomes the catalyst for Mathilde's downfall. Its loss, and the
subsequent efforts to replace it, lead to a decade of suffering that erases her youth and her
former life. In this sense, it symbolizes the destructive potential of misplaced desires and
the devastating consequences of pride and deception.

Mathilde Loisel's Character Arc and Downfall

Mathilde Loisel's journey is a classic example of a character whose flaws lead to her
ultimate ruin. Her character arc is less about growth and more about the devastating
impact of her choices on her life.

From Dissatisfaction to Despair
Mathilde begins her journey in a state of dissatisfaction, dreaming of luxuries she cannot
afford. This dissatisfaction fuels her desire to appear wealthy, leading to her borrowing the



necklace. The loss of the necklace plunges her into a despair that is compounded by a
decade of relentless hardship. Her initial discontent is replaced by a grim reality that far
surpasses her earlier complaints.

The Hardship and Transformation
The years of poverty and labor transform Mathilde physically and emotionally. She loses her
beauty, her grace, and her youthful optimism, becoming coarse, haggard, and worn. This
physical transformation is a direct consequence of her attempt to maintain a façade and
her subsequent commitment to rectifying a mistake born of vanity. Her resilience in the
face of such hardship is notable, though it is born of necessity rather than inherent
strength.

The Unresolved Internal Flaws
Despite the immense suffering, the story suggests that Mathilde's core flaws – her vanity
and her preoccupation with outward appearances – may remain unresolved. Her final
encounter with Madame Forestier, where she confesses and perhaps feels a sense of
righteous martyrdom, does not necessarily indicate a profound understanding of her own
culpability but rather a resigned acceptance of her fate, still tinged with a sense of self-pity
that echoes her initial dissatisfaction.

Monsieur Loisel's Role in the Narrative

While Mathilde is the central figure, Monsieur Loisel plays a critical, albeit often
understated, role in the unfolding tragedy. His actions and character are essential to
understanding the full scope of the story's message.

The Willing Sacrificer
Monsieur Loisel is characterized by his quiet devotion and willingness to sacrifice for his
wife's happiness, or rather, her perceived happiness. He works diligently to provide for her
and goes to great lengths to secure the invitation to the ball. Later, he endures the crushing
debt and the subsequent hardship without significant complaint, demonstrating a deep
loyalty and a sense of duty.

An Enabler of Mathilde's Dreams
In a way, Monsieur Loisel can be seen as an enabler of Mathilde's dreams. While he doesn't
share her extravagant desires, he attempts to provide her with opportunities to experience
them, such as securing the ball invitation. His compliance with her wish to borrow the
necklace, despite his own reservations or the potential for embarrassment, also contributes
to the chain of events that leads to their ruin.



The Unsung Victim
Many readers view Monsieur Loisel as an unsung victim in the story. His life is drastically
altered, and he endures years of hardship due to his wife's choices and his own complicity.
His quiet suffering, in contrast to Mathilde's more outwardly expressed discontent, adds
another layer of pathos to the narrative.

Madame Forestier's Perspective and Influence

Madame Forestier, though a minor character in terms of presence, wields significant
influence over the plot and serves as a crucial point of contrast for Mathilde.

The Embodiment of Unearned Privilege
Madame Forestier represents the world of affluence that Mathilde so desperately wishes to
inhabit. Her effortless access to luxury, symbolized by the readily lent necklace, highlights
the vast chasm between their social classes. Her kindness in lending the jewelry is a
gesture of friendship, but it also inadvertently sets the stage for Mathilde's downfall.

The Unknowing Catalyst
Madame Forestier acts as an unknowing catalyst for the entire tragedy. Her loan of the
necklace, a seemingly minor act of generosity, ultimately leads to a decade of suffering for
the Loisels. Her later revelation about the necklace being fake is the story's most powerful
moment of irony, underscoring the wasted sacrifices.

A Symbol of Social Disconnect
Her character also symbolizes a certain social disconnect. While not malicious, her
unawareness of the devastating impact of her actions reveals a certain indifference or lack
of understanding of the struggles of those in lower social strata. This detachment is
characteristic of the upper classes and adds to Maupassant's social critique.

The Underlying Message and Moral of "The
Necklace"

"The Necklace" is a story that resonates because of its potent moral and underlying
messages about life, happiness, and human nature.



Contentment Over Ambition
The most significant message is the importance of contentment with one's lot. Mathilde's
unhappiness stems not from genuine poverty but from a dissatisfaction with her
circumstances and a yearning for more than she has. Her pursuit of a life she perceives as
better leads to a far worse reality, suggesting that true happiness lies in appreciating what
one possesses rather than endlessly striving for what one lacks.

The Dangers of Vanity and Materialism
The story serves as a stark warning against the dangers of vanity and materialism.
Mathilde's obsession with appearances and her desire to impress others lead directly to her
ruin. The necklace, a symbol of material wealth, becomes the instrument of her destruction.
This underscores that external possessions and social status do not equate to inner
happiness or worth.

Honesty and Integrity
The consequences of Mathilde's dishonesty and pride are central to the story's moral. Her
decision to hide the loss of the necklace and her subsequent decade of deception have dire
repercussions. This highlights the long-term benefits of honesty and integrity, even when
facing difficult situations. Facing truths, however painful, is ultimately less destructive than
concealing them.

By dissecting "The Necklace" through these various lenses, students and readers can gain a
profound appreciation for Guy de Maupassant's masterful storytelling and the enduring
relevance of his cautionary tale. Understanding these elements is key to answering
comprehension questions effectively and engaging with the story on a deeper, more
meaningful level.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Guy de Maupassant's 'The
Necklace'?
The central theme of 'The Necklace' is the destructive power of vanity, materialism, and the
pursuit of social status, as well as the devastating consequences of pride and deception.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Necklace', and what is
her primary desire?
The protagonist is Mathilde Loisel, a middle-class woman who is deeply unhappy with her
social standing and yearns for wealth, luxury, and the admiration of others.



What is the inciting incident in 'The Necklace' that sets
the plot in motion?
The inciting incident is Mathilde receiving an invitation to a prestigious ball hosted by the
Minister of Education, which she initially feels unqualified to attend without proper attire.

What key object plays a pivotal role in Mathilde's
downfall?
The key object is the diamond necklace that Mathilde borrows from her wealthy friend,
Madame Forestier, to wear to the ball.

What happens to the necklace, and how does Mathilde
react?
Mathilde loses the necklace after the ball. She and her husband are terrified and decide to
replace it without telling Madame Forestier.

How do the Loisels cope with the loss of the necklace?
They spend ten years of their lives in poverty, working tirelessly and sacrificing their
comfort and well-being to repay the enormous debt incurred by buying a replacement
necklace.

What is the ironic twist at the end of 'The Necklace'?
The ironic twist is that the necklace Mathilde borrowed was a fake, made of paste, and
worth very little. Her years of hardship were spent repaying for a worthless imitation.

What lesson can be learned from Mathilde's experience
in 'The Necklace'?
The story teaches a lesson about the importance of appreciating what one has, the dangers
of envy and the pursuit of superficial appearances, and the long-term consequences of
dishonesty and pride.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the themes and concepts often explored in "The Necklace"
by Guy de Maupassant, with each title starting with "":

1. Illusion's Embrace
This novel delves into the destructive power of vanity and the lengths to which individuals
will go to maintain a false image. It follows a character who sacrifices her true happiness
and financial stability for a life of superficial glamour. The story explores the societal
pressures that often lead people to prioritize appearances over substance.



2. The Gilded Cage
This book chronicles the life of a woman trapped by her own aspirations for wealth and
social standing. She believes that material possessions will bring her happiness, but instead
finds herself increasingly isolated and burdened by debt. The narrative highlights the
emptiness that can lie beneath a façade of opulence.

3. Echoes of Regret
This poignant tale examines the long-lasting consequences of a single, impulsive decision.
The protagonist is haunted by a past mistake that continues to shape her present, forcing
her to confront the choices she made. It's a story about the weight of guilt and the difficulty
of escaping one's own history.

4. The Cost of Deception
This gripping story centers on a character who builds her life on a foundation of lies and
ultimately faces the devastating repercussions. As her deceit unravels, she is forced to
confront the damage she has caused to herself and those around her. The book serves as a
stark reminder that dishonesty rarely goes unpunished.

5. Borrowed Time
This narrative explores the precariousness of social climbing and the fragility of borrowed
status. The protagonist attempts to live a life beyond her means, leading to a chain of
increasingly desperate actions. The story emphasizes that true fulfillment cannot be
purchased or faked.

6. The Mirror's Deceit
This psychological drama focuses on a woman obsessed with her outward appearance and
social perception. Her pursuit of an idealized self leads her to make choices that ultimately
compromise her integrity and happiness. The novel questions the true value of beauty and
recognition.

7. A Thief of Moments
This story follows a character who squanders opportunities and precious resources in
pursuit of fleeting pleasures and status. She fails to appreciate what she has, instead
constantly yearning for what she believes others possess. The book is a cautionary tale
about the corrosive nature of envy.

8. Vanity's Price Tag
This insightful novel dissects the societal pressures that drive individuals to covet and
imitate the lifestyles of the wealthy. The protagonist's desire to belong to a higher social
stratum leads her down a path of moral compromise and financial ruin. It’s a profound
examination of class consciousness and its discontents.

9. The Fragile Facade
This book portrays the breakdown of a carefully constructed life built on falsehoods and
borrowed finery. The protagonist's attempts to maintain an image of prosperity crumble,
revealing the harsh realities she has been hiding. The story underscores the vulnerability of
appearances when confronted with truth.
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