come thou fount of every blessing mack
wilberg

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing Mack Wilberg is a beloved hymn that has
been arranged and reimagined by many talented musicians. Among these, Mack
Wilberg's rendition stands out for its exquisite choral texture, profound
emotional depth, and masterful orchestration. This article delves into the
rich history of the hymn, explores the unique artistry of Mack Wilberg's
arrangement, and discusses its enduring impact on both sacred music and
congregational singing. We will examine the melodic beauty, harmonic
sophistication, and lyrical themes that make this version a cornerstone of
modern worship music, offering insights for those seeking to understand or
perform this celebrated piece.
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The Timeless Hymn: "Come Thou Fount of Every



Blessing"

The hymn "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is a testament to the enduring
power of faith and devotion. Penned by Robert Robinson in the 18th century,
its profound theological message and lyrical beauty have resonated with
generations of worshippers. The hymn's central theme revolves around the
concept of divine grace, recognizing God as the ultimate source of all
blessings, both spiritual and temporal. It speaks to the journey of faith,
acknowledging past mercies and seeking continued divine guidance and
strength.

The original text of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is rich with imagery
and theological depth. Robinson's poetic skill is evident in his ability to
convey complex spiritual truths in accessible language. The hymn's enduring
appeal lies not only in its message but also in its melodic structure, which
has lent itself to numerous musical interpretations throughout history. Many
composers have been inspired by its message, creating arrangements that
enhance its spiritual impact.

The lyrical journey of the hymn often reflects a personal testimony of God's
faithfulness. It moves from an expression of gratitude for past blessings to
a heartfelt plea for continued spiritual renewal. This journey makes the hymn
particularly poignant, as it mirrors the experiences of many believers who
look back with thankfulness and forward with hope. The accessibility of its
language ensures that its message of divine provision and the need for
constant reliance on God is understood and embraced.

Robert Robinson's Lyrical Genius

Robert Robinson, the author of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing," was an
English Baptist minister and hymnwriter. Despite a challenging early life,
Robinson experienced a profound religious conversion and dedicated his life
to ministry and writing. His prolific output of hymns, though not as
extensive as some of his contemporaries, is marked by a distinctive spiritual
intensity and poetic clarity. "Come Thou Fount" is widely considered his
masterpiece and remains a staple in hymnals across various Christian
denominations.

Robinson's lyrical genius is most evident in his skillful use of metaphor and
analogy. He draws upon biblical imagery and common experiences to illustrate
the overwhelming nature of God's grace. Phrases like "streams of mercy never
cease" and "tunes of love" evoke vivid sensory impressions, making the
abstract concept of divine love tangible and relatable. His words encourage a
deep introspection into one's spiritual journey and the continuous flow of
God's goodness.



The structure of the hymn, with its stanzas progressing through themes of
praise, personal reflection, and aspiration, showcases Robinson's thoughtful
approach to lyrical composition. He masterfully crafts a narrative that
encourages a personal response of commitment and devotion. This narrative arc
is a significant reason why the hymn continues to inspire and uplift,
providing a framework for congregational singing and personal meditation.

The Enduring Message of the Hymn

The central message of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is one of
unwavering praise and recognition of God as the ultimate source of all
goodness. The hymn is a powerful declaration of faith, acknowledging that
every blessing, from the mundane to the miraculous, originates from the
divine. This perspective fosters a profound sense of gratitude and humility
among those who sing it.

Furthermore, the hymn addresses the human tendency to falter in faith and the
need for constant reliance on divine help. The lines "Prone to wander, Lord,
I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love" express a deeply human sentiment of
spiritual struggle and the constant need for God's intervention. This honest
acknowledgment of human frailty makes the hymn relatable and comforting,
offering solace to those who experience spiritual challenges.

The hymn's enduring relevance also stems from its call to consecrate oneself
anew to God. It is not merely a song of thanksgiving for past mercies but
also a prayer for continued spiritual nourishment and guidance. This forward-
looking aspect encourages a commitment to a life lived in service and
devotion, making it a powerful tool for personal and communal spiritual
renewal. The desire to offer one's "feet for Zion's service" is a testament
to this commitment.

Mack Wilberg's Artistic Vision

Mack Wilberg, a distinguished conductor and composer, has brought his unique
artistic vision to countless hymns, breathing new life into familiar
melodies. His arrangements are characterized by their sophisticated
harmonies, intricate choral textures, and often, a touch of playful
ornamentation. When approaching a hymn like "Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing," Wilberg's goal is not simply to reharmonize a melody but to
explore its emotional and spiritual potential, elevating it to new artistic
heights.

Wilberg's arrangements are deeply rooted in a profound understanding and love
for traditional hymnody. He possesses a rare ability to balance reverence for
the original material with innovative musical ideas. This balance ensures



that his arrangements remain accessible and spiritually resonant for
congregational singing while also offering a rich and rewarding experience
for choirs and listeners alike. His work is a bridge between the historical
and the contemporary in sacred music.

The process for Mack Wilberg often involves a meticulous study of the hymn's
text and its inherent emotional arc. He seeks to amplify the lyrical message
through his musical choices, employing dynamics, voicings, and instrumental
colors to underscore the nuances of the text. This thoughtful approach
transforms a congregational hymn into a sophisticated concert piece that
still speaks directly to the heart of the worshipper. His arrangements are
thus not just musical pieces, but spiritual interpretations.

Harmonic Richness and Sophistication

One of the most striking features of Mack Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou
Fount of Every Blessing" is its sophisticated harmonic language. Wilberg,
drawing upon his extensive knowledge of choral music and classical harmony,
expands upon the traditional chord progressions of the hymn. He introduces
richer voicings, unexpected modulations, and chromatic inflections that add
depth, color, and emotional complexity to the familiar melody.

Wilberg's harmonic choices are never gratuitous; they are always purposeful,
designed to enhance the meaning of the text. For instance, moments of
spiritual struggle or fervent supplication in the lyrics might be underscored
by more poignant or yearning harmonic passages. Conversely, moments of
triumphant praise are often supported by expansive, soaring harmonies that
convey a sense of awe and wonder. This interplay between text and harmony is
a hallmark of his compositional style.

The arrangement often features cascading choral textures and contrapuntal
lines that weave around the main melody. These harmonic and melodic
interweavings create a lush and immersive soundscape. Listeners and singers
alike often remark on the sheer beauty and emotional impact of Wilberg's
harmonic treatments, which can evoke a wide spectrum of feelings, from quiet
contemplation to exultant joy. The careful crafting of each chord and
transition is a testament to his mastery.

Melodic Embellishments and Choral Texture

Mack Wilberg is renowned for his ability to craft intricate and engaging
choral textures, and his arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"
is a prime example of this skill. He often employs imitative passages, where
different voice parts echo each other, creating a sense of dialog and organic
growth within the music. This contrapuntal writing adds a layer of



sophistication and intellectual interest to the performance.

Beyond harmonic and textural complexity, Wilberg also frequently adds subtle
melodic embellishments. These can include passing tones, turns, or brief
scalar passages that add a touch of brilliance and expressiveness to the
vocal lines. These embellishments are carefully placed to highlight specific
words or phrases, drawing the listener's attention to the lyrical content and
adding a sense of improvisatory charm, even within a carefully notated score.

The arrangement is designed to showcase the versatility and expressive
capabilities of the human voice. Wilberg often explores a wide dynamic range,
from delicate pianissimos to powerful fortissimos, and uses various vocal
colors to convey different emotional nuances. The resulting choral texture is
rich, layered, and deeply moving, offering a performance experience that is
both musically satisfying and spiritually uplifting. The way he builds the
sound, section by section, is particularly masterful.

Orchestral Color and Dynamic Nuance

When "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is performed with orchestral
accompaniment, Mack Wilberg's arrangements often leverage a full palette of
instrumental colors. He skillfully uses the various sections of the orchestra
— strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion — to complement and enhance the
choral parts. Different instruments are often assigned melodic fragments or
harmonic voicings that add warmth, brilliance, or a sense of gravitas to the
music.

Wilberg's understanding of orchestration allows him to create moments of
great intimacy, often with delicate solos or sparse accompaniment, as well as
passages of immense power and grandeur. The interplay between the choir and
the orchestra is a crucial element of his arrangements, with each
contributing to the overall emotional narrative of the hymn. He masterfully
balances these forces, ensuring that the text remains clear and paramount.

The dynamic shaping within Wilberg's arrangements is also a key component of
their impact. He meticulously marks dynamic contrasts in the score, guiding
the performers to build intensity, create moments of quiet reflection, and
deliver climactic moments with full force. This attention to dynamic nuance
ensures that the hymn unfolds with a compelling dramatic arc, drawing the
listener into its spiritual journey. The subtle crescendos and diminuendos
are as important as the grand statements.

The Impact and Performance of the Wilberg



Arrangement

Mack Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" has
achieved significant popularity within sacred music circles and beyond. Its
blend of traditional reverence and contemporary musical artistry has made it
a favorite for choirs of all levels, from church choirs to university
ensembles and professional choral groups. The arrangement offers a
challenging yet rewarding experience for singers, pushing them to explore
nuanced phrasing, dynamic control, and a deep connection with the text.

The impact of this arrangement can be seen in its frequent performance at
significant events, including church services, concerts, and academic
recitals. Many have come to associate this particular musical setting with a
profound spiritual experience. The arrangement has also inspired countless
listeners, drawing them deeper into the timeless message of the hymn through
its compelling musical presentation.

For those who wish to perform the arrangement, careful attention to detail is
crucial. Understanding the harmonic language, the intricacies of the choral
textures, and the intended dynamic shaping are all essential for a successful
rendition. The vocalists must not only execute the notes accurately but also
convey the emotional weight and spiritual significance of the lyrics. This
commitment to musical and spiritual fidelity is what makes the Wilberg
arrangement so potent.

Bringing the Arrangement to Life: Choral
Considerations

When a choir undertakes Mack Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of
Every Blessing," several key choral considerations come into play to ensure a
faithful and impactful performance. Firstly, precision in intonation is
paramount, especially given the often complex harmonic structures Wilberg
employs. The singers must be acutely aware of their pitches to blend
seamlessly and create the rich chordal textures that define the arrangement.

Secondly, attention to textual clarity is vital. Despite the elaborate
musical setting, the message of the hymn must remain the focal point. Singers
need to articulate each word with care and understanding, ensuring that the
theological and emotional nuances of Robert Robinson's lyrics are conveyed
effectively. Wilberg's arrangements often feature passages where the melody
is shared or counterpointed, requiring singers to listen intently to one
another to maintain clarity of text.

Dynamic contrast and phrasing are also crucial. Wilberg's scores are replete
with markings that indicate subtle shifts in volume and expressive shaping.
Choral directors must guide their singers to interpret these markings with



sensitivity, building intensity where appropriate and allowing for moments of
delicate reflection. A unified approach to phrasing and dynamics across all
voice parts will elevate the performance from technically proficient to truly
moving.

The Spiritual Resonance of "Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing" by Mack Wilberg

The spiritual resonance of Mack Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of
Every Blessing" lies in its ability to amplify the inherent spiritual message
of the original hymn. Wilberg's musical choices are not merely aesthetic;
they are deeply informed by a desire to touch the listener's soul and foster
a sense of connection to the divine. The grandeur and emotional depth of his
harmonies, coupled with the expressive vocal lines, create an atmosphere that
is conducive to worship and reflection.

Many who have experienced this arrangement report feeling a heightened sense
of peace, gratitude, and spiritual awe. The careful unfolding of the music,
with its moments of introspection and soaring exultation, mirrors the
spiritual journey of many believers. It provides a musical framework that
allows individuals to process their faith, express their devotion, and feel a
deeper connection to the presence of God.

The popularity of this particular arrangement speaks to its power to move
people on a deeply spiritual level. It has become more than just a musical
piece; for many, it is an anthem of faith, a prayer set to music, and a
cherished expression of their innermost spiritual beliefs. The way Wilberg
crafts the crescendo towards the end, particularly the repeated affirmations
of "Praise the mount," creates a powerful sense of communal and personal
spiritual ascent.

Conclusion

Mack Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" stands as a
significant contribution to the landscape of contemporary sacred music. By
masterfully blending the profound lyrical content of Robert Robinson's
classic hymn with his own sophisticated harmonic language, intricate choral
textures, and sensitive dynamic shaping, Wilberg has created a rendition that
is both deeply reverent and remarkably engaging. This arrangement has not
only found a cherished place in the repertoire of countless choirs but has
also served to deepen the spiritual connection for congregations and
listeners alike.

The enduring appeal of this particular musical interpretation underscores the
timeless nature of the hymn's message of divine grace, human frailty, and the



constant need for spiritual renewal. Through his artistry, Mack Wilberg has
provided a powerful vehicle for expressing these fundamental tenets of faith,
offering a musical experience that is both intellectually stimulating and
emotionally resonant. The careful attention to detail in his work ensures
that "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" continues to inspire, uplift, and
draw people closer to the divine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'Come Thou Fount of
Every Blessing' arranged by Mack Wilberg?

Mack Wilberg's arrangement is highly regarded for its rich harmonies, soaring
vocal lines, and majestic orchestration, making it a popular and impactful
rendition of the classic hymn.

Where did Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come Thou
Fount' gain prominence?

It gained significant prominence through its performance and recording by The
Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square, where Wilberg served as Music Director for
many years.

What makes Wilberg's arrangement musically
distinctive?

Wilberg's arrangement often features a powerful build-up, incorporating
dynamic shifts and intricate vocal counterpoint, culminating in a grand and
resonant finale.

Is Mack Wilberg's 'Come Thou Fount' a recent
arrangement?

While Wilberg has arranged many hymns, his impactful arrangement of 'Come
Thou Fount of Every Blessing' has been a staple for some time, with its
popularity enduring through frequent performances and recordings.

What is the primary sentiment conveyed by Wilberg's
arrangement?

The arrangement powerfully conveys themes of gratitude, praise, and the
abundant blessings received from a divine source, evoking feelings of
reverence and awe.



Can 'Come Thou Fount' by Mack Wilberg be found in
specific hymnals or collections?

Yes, Wilberg's arrangements, including his popular rendition of 'Come Thou
Fount,' are often published in collections of his choral works and are
featured in recordings by The Tabernacle Choir.

What kind of vocal ensembles is Wilberg's
arrangement typically performed by?

It is frequently performed by large SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) choirs,
but can also be adapted for smaller ensembles and solo performances with
piano or orchestral accompaniment.

What is the historical context of the original hymn
'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing'?

The original hymn was written by Robert Robinson in 1758, and its enduring
message of divine grace and redemption has made it a beloved hymn across many
Christian denominations.

Are there any notable recordings of Mack Wilberg's
arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount'?

Yes, numerous recordings exist by The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square,
often featured on their albums and broadcasts, showcasing the power and
beauty of Wilberg's interpretation.

What makes Wilberg's version a 'trending'
arrangement?

Its enduring popularity stems from its frequent performance at significant
religious events, its inclusion in widely distributed recordings, and its
consistent ability to inspire and uplift audiences through its masterful
musicality.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" (as
arranged by Mack Wilberg), each starting with and followed by a brief
description:

1. Inspiring Hymns: A Treasury of Devotional Melodies

This collection explores the enduring power of classic hymns, delving into
their theological significance and emotional resonance. It provides
historical context for beloved tunes, highlighting how they have shaped faith



and worship across generations. Readers will discover the rich narratives and
profound messages embedded within these timeless musical expressions.

2. The Unfolding Grace: Meditations on Divine Provision

This book offers a series of reflections centered on the concept of God's
unending grace and provision, a theme central to "Come, Thou Fount." It
invites readers to contemplate the myriad ways divine blessings manifest in
everyday life. Through thoughtful prose and scriptural insights, it
encourages a deeper appreciation for the font of all goodness.

3. Arrangements of the Soul: The Art of Musical Devotion

Exploring the transformative power of music in spiritual practice, this
volume examines how sacred melodies can elevate and express faith. It
discusses the intricate craft involved in arranging hymns, much like Mack
Wilberg's beloved rendition of "Come, Thou Fount." The book celebrates the
fusion of musical artistry and devotional depth.

4. From Fountain to Faith: Understanding Christian Hymnody

This foundational text provides an overview of the history and development of
Christian hymnody, positioning "Come, Thou Fount" as a prime example of a
spiritually impactful hymn. It traces the evolution of hymn writing and
singing, explaining how these songs have served as vehicles for theological
teaching and personal devotion. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of
the genre's significance.

5. Sacred Harmonies: Exploring the Spiritual Landscape of Music

This book takes a journey through the spiritual dimensions of music,
highlighting how melodies and lyrics can connect us to something greater. It
examines the role of music in fostering spiritual growth and community, with
examples drawn from various traditions, including the rich tradition of hymn
singing. The text emphasizes the emotional and spiritual impact of well-
crafted sacred music.

6. Everlasting Streams: Discovering the Source of Blessings

Drawing inspiration from the imagery of a "fount," this book explores the
concept of continuous divine blessing and its sources. It offers practical
guidance and spiritual insights for readers seeking to tap into these
unending streams of grace. The narratives within encourage a more intentional
engagement with spiritual abundance.

7. The Maestro's Touch: Insights into Choral Arrangement and Faith

This volume delves into the specific artistry of choral arranging, using
figures like Mack Wilberg as a lens to understand how musical composition can
enhance spiritual expression. It explores how arrangements can breathe new
life into familiar tunes, deepening their impact on listeners. The book
provides a unique perspective on the intersection of musical talent and
religious conviction.

8. Come, Let Us Sing: A Celebration of Congregational Worship
Focusing on the communal aspect of faith, this book celebrates the practice
of congregational singing and its vital role in worship. It highlights how



hymns like "Come, Thou Fount" serve as unifying elements, bringing voices
together in praise and reflection. The book encourages active participation
and appreciation for shared musical worship.

9. Tethered to the Throne: Hymns of Divine Sovereignty and Love

This collection explores hymns that speak to God's ultimate authority and
boundless love, themes powerfully conveyed in "Come, Thou Fount." It delves
into the theological underpinnings of such songs, explaining how they offer
comfort, assurance, and a profound sense of connection to the divine. The
book guides readers in meditating on these profound spiritual truths.
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