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Cody Wyoming Visitors Guide: Discover the Wild West charm, abundant outdoor adventures, and rich
historical attractions that make Cody, Wyoming, a premier destination for travelers seeking an
authentic Western experience. This comprehensive guide explores everything from the iconic Buffalo
Bill Center of the West to the breathtaking natural beauty of Yellowstone National Park's East
Entrance, offering practical tips for planning your unforgettable trip. Whether you're interested in
cowboy culture, thrilling outdoor activities, or exploring the rugged landscapes of the American West,
Cody, Wyoming, has something extraordinary for every visitor.

Your Ultimate Cody Wyoming Visitors Guide

Welcome to Cody, Wyoming, a town steeped in the legend of Buffalo Bill Cody and surrounded by
some of the most spectacular scenery in the American West. Often referred to as the "Rodeo Capital
of the World," Cody offers a unique blend of history, outdoor adventure, and authentic Western
hospitality. This visitors guide is designed to help you navigate the wealth of attractions and activities
available, ensuring your trip to Cody is as enriching and enjoyable as possible. From the moment you
arrive, you'll feel the spirit of the West, a spirit that permeates every aspect of this remarkable town.

Planning Your Cody Wyoming Trip

To make the most of your visit to Cody, Wyoming, careful planning is essential. Consider the best time
of year to visit, as weather conditions can significantly impact your outdoor experiences. Summer
months, from June through August, offer the warmest weather and are ideal for exploring Yellowstone
National Park and participating in local events. However, this is also peak tourist season, so booking
accommodations and popular tours in advance is highly recommended.

Best Time to Visit Cody, Wyoming
The shoulder seasons, spring (April-May) and fall (September-October), can also be wonderful times to
visit Cody. During these periods, you'll likely encounter fewer crowds and potentially enjoy lower
prices on lodging. Spring brings blooming wildflowers and awakening wildlife, while autumn
showcases stunning fall foliage in the surrounding mountains. Winter offers a quieter experience, with
opportunities for snowshoeing and enjoying the serene, snow-covered landscapes, though some
attractions may have limited operating hours.

Getting to Cody, Wyoming
Most visitors arrive in Cody via the Cody Yellowstone Airport (COD), which offers seasonal commercial
flights. Alternatively, you can fly into Billings Logan International Airport (BIL) in Montana, which is
about a 2-hour scenic drive from Cody. For those driving, Cody is accessible via US Highway 14, 16,
and 20, offering picturesque routes through the Wyoming landscape. Many travelers incorporate Cody



into a larger road trip, especially when visiting nearby national parks.

Where to Stay in Cody, Wyoming
Cody offers a diverse range of lodging options to suit every budget and preference. You'll find historic
hotels that evoke the town's Western heritage, modern chain hotels offering convenient amenities,
and cozy bed and breakfasts providing a more intimate experience. For those seeking a truly
immersive Western stay, consider a ranch vacation just outside of town, where you can enjoy
horseback riding and starry nights.

Historic Hotels: Experience the charm of the Irma Hotel, a landmark established by Buffalo Bill
himself.

Chain Hotels: Numerous well-known hotel brands are available for reliable comfort and
amenities.

Vacation Rentals: Options range from cabins to apartments, perfect for families or longer stays.

Ranch Stays: For a true Western adventure, consider a working ranch experience.

Top Attractions in Cody, Wyoming

Cody, Wyoming, is a treasure trove of attractions, with a particular focus on the life and legacy of
Buffalo Bill Cody and the natural wonders of the region. The town is a gateway to adventure, offering
something for history buffs, outdoor enthusiasts, and families alike.

The Buffalo Bill Center of the West
This world-renowned museum complex is the undisputed crown jewel of Cody. It's not just one
museum, but five distinct museums under one roof, each dedicated to different facets of the
American West. Plan to spend a significant portion of your visit here to truly appreciate its vast
collections.

The Cody Firearms Museum: Home to one of the most comprehensive collections of American
firearms in the world.

The Whitney Western Art Museum: Showcases a stunning array of Western art, from historical
pieces to contemporary works.

The Buffalo Bill Museum: Dedicated to the life and legend of William F. "Buffalo Bill" Cody, this
museum offers a fascinating glimpse into his extraordinary career.



The Plains Indian Museum: Features an extensive collection of artifacts and art from the Plains
tribes, providing insight into their rich culture and history.

The Draper Natural History Museum: Explores the diverse ecosystems and wildlife of the
Greater Yellowstone area.

Cody Nite Rodeo
As the "Rodeo Capital of the World," Cody proudly hosts the Cody Nite Rodeo, which runs nightly
during the summer season (typically late May through early September). This is an authentic rodeo
experience, showcasing bronc riding, bull riding, barrel racing, and calf roping, all performed by
talented cowboys and cowgirls. It's a must-do for any visitor wanting to experience the thrill of
professional rodeo in its true element.

Old Trail Town
Step back in time at Old Trail Town, an authentic 1880s Western town that has been meticulously
recreated with historic buildings relocated from the surrounding plains. Explore original cabins,
general stores, and saloons, many of which have connections to famous Western figures. It’s a vivid
portrayal of frontier life and a tangible link to Cody's past.

Heart Mountain Interpretive Center
A short drive from Cody, the Heart Mountain Interpretive Center offers a poignant and important
historical experience. It memorializes the Japanese Americans who were incarcerated at the Heart
Mountain Relocation Center during World War II. The exhibits provide a powerful look at this chapter
of American history, emphasizing resilience and remembrance.

Outdoor Adventures Around Cody, Wyoming

Cody's spectacular natural setting makes it an ideal base for exploring the rugged beauty of Wyoming
and beyond. The proximity to Yellowstone National Park is a major draw, but there are also plenty of
adventures to be had closer to town.

Yellowstone National Park - East Entrance
Cody serves as the eastern gateway to Yellowstone National Park, one of America's most iconic
natural treasures. The drive from Cody to the East Entrance via the Buffalo Bill Scenic Byway is an
adventure in itself, winding through dramatic canyons and alongside the Shoshone River. Once inside
the park, you'll find geothermal wonders like Old Faithful, vibrant hot springs, abundant wildlife, and
breathtaking landscapes.



Geothermal Features: Witness geysers, hot springs, mudpots, and fumaroles.

Wildlife Viewing: Look for bison, elk, bears, wolves, and countless other animals in their natural
habitat.

Hiking Trails: Explore diverse trails for all fitness levels.

Scenic Drives: Enjoy the stunning vistas along the Grand Loop Road.

Buffalo Bill Scenic Byway
This byway, officially designated as US Highway 14/16/20 East, is an attraction in its own right. It
offers unparalleled scenic beauty as it travels from Cody to the East Entrance of Yellowstone. Key
highlights include the Buffalo Bill Dam, Buffalo Bill Reservoir, and the dramatic absaroka mountain
range.

Shoshone National Forest
Covering over 2.5 million acres, the Shoshone National Forest surrounds Cody and offers endless
opportunities for outdoor recreation. Whether you're interested in hiking, camping, fishing, or simply
enjoying the pristine wilderness, the Shoshone provides a true escape into nature.

Fishing and River Activities
The Shoshone River, which flows through Cody, is renowned for its excellent fishing, particularly for
rainbow and brown trout. Guided fishing trips are readily available. In addition to fishing, the river also
offers opportunities for whitewater rafting and kayaking, especially for those seeking a bit more
adrenaline.

Hiking and Backpacking
Numerous trails cater to hikers of all abilities in and around Cody. From short, scenic walks to multi-
day backpacking expeditions, you can explore alpine lakes, mountain meadows, and panoramic
viewpoints. Popular areas include those within the Shoshone National Forest and the trails leading
into the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness.

Experiencing Cody's Western Culture

Cody's identity is deeply intertwined with the lore of the Wild West, and experiencing its unique
culture is a highlight for many visitors. The town actively preserves and celebrates its Western
heritage through various activities and events.



Western Dining Experiences
Enjoy hearty, authentic Western cuisine at Cody's many restaurants. From classic steakhouses
serving prime cuts to casual diners offering comfort food, you'll find plenty of delicious options. Many
establishments feature a Western atmosphere, complete with rustic decor and live country music.

Shopping for Western Wares
Cody is a fantastic place to find unique Western souvenirs, clothing, and handcrafted items. Browse
the shops along Sheridan Avenue, the main street, for everything from cowboy boots and hats to
Native American jewelry and Western art. You'll also find specialized stores selling quality leather
goods and firearms.

Live Music and Entertainment
Beyond the Nite Rodeo, Cody often features live music, especially country and Western performers, at
its local bars and venues. Check local listings for events happening during your visit to immerse
yourself in the local music scene.

Practical Tips for Your Cody Wyoming Visit

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable trip to Cody, Wyoming, consider these practical tips to help you
prepare and make the most of your time.

What to Pack
Given the varied activities and potential for changing weather, packing appropriately is key. Layers
are essential, as temperatures can fluctuate throughout the day and at different elevations.
Comfortable walking shoes are a must, along with rain gear, sunscreen, insect repellent, and a hat.
Binoculars are also highly recommended for wildlife viewing in Yellowstone and surrounding areas.

Clothing: Layers (t-shirts, long-sleeved shirts, fleece jacket, waterproof outer layer), comfortable
pants, hiking boots, casual shoes.

Sun Protection: Sunscreen, sunglasses, wide-brimmed hat.

Outdoor Gear: Reusable water bottle, small backpack, insect repellent, binoculars, camera.

Personal Items: Medications, toiletries, any personal comfort items.



Wildlife Safety
When visiting Yellowstone and the surrounding wilderness, it's crucial to be aware of wildlife safety.
Always maintain a safe distance from animals, never feed them, and be aware of your surroundings,
especially when hiking. Carry bear spray and know how to use it if you plan to venture into bear
country.

Cell Service and Connectivity
Cell service can be spotty in many areas of Cody and especially within Yellowstone National Park. It's
a good idea to download offline maps and important information before you arrive. Enjoy the
opportunity to disconnect and immerse yourself in the natural beauty.

Reservations
As mentioned earlier, booking accommodations, tours, and any desired activities in advance is highly
recommended, particularly during the peak summer season. This includes securing entry passes or
timed reservations for national parks if required.

Cody, Wyoming, offers a compelling blend of history, culture, and outdoor adventure that promises an
unforgettable travel experience. From the iconic attractions of the Buffalo Bill Center of the West to
the unparalleled natural beauty accessible via the Buffalo Bill Scenic Byway and the gateway to
Yellowstone, this Wyoming gem provides a deep dive into the spirit of the American West.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the must-see natural attractions in Cody, Wyoming
for visitors?
For nature lovers, the absolute must-sees include Yellowstone National Park (east entrance is very
close), the Buffalo Bill Scenic Byway, and the Shoshone National Forest. Popular spots within these
areas are the Buffalo Bill Dam and Reservoir, Pahaska Tepee (a historic lodge on the park's edge), and
numerous hiking trails offering stunning mountain and wildlife views.

What are the top historical sites and museums recommended
for a Cody, Wyoming visitor?
Cody is rich in history, particularly related to Buffalo Bill Cody. The Buffalo Bill Center of the West is a
world-class complex with five museums, including the Buffalo Bill Museum, Whitney Western Art
Museum, and Draper Natural History Museum. Other significant historical spots include the Irma
Hotel, a historic landmark built by Buffalo Bill himself.



What are the best times of year to visit Cody, Wyoming?
The peak season for visiting Cody is generally from late spring through early fall (May to October).
This period offers the best weather for outdoor activities and ensures that most attractions, including
Yellowstone National Park's eastern entrance, are fully open. Summer (June-August) is the busiest,
while September and early October offer beautiful fall colors and fewer crowds.

Are there any family-friendly activities or attractions in Cody,
Wyoming?
Absolutely! Beyond the museums at the Buffalo Bill Center of the West, families will enjoy the Cody
Nite Rodeo (summer evenings), the Old Trail Town (a collection of historic Western buildings), and
boat tours or fishing on the Buffalo Bill Reservoir. Many of the scenic drives are also enjoyable with
children.

What are some popular outdoor activities for visitors in Cody,
Wyoming besides sightseeing?
Visitors can enjoy a wide range of outdoor pursuits. Hiking and backpacking in the Shoshone National
Forest are very popular. Fishing in the Buffalo Bill Reservoir and nearby rivers, scenic drives along the
Buffalo Bill Scenic Byway, horseback riding, camping, and wildlife viewing (especially in and around
Yellowstone) are all excellent options.

What dining options are available for visitors in Cody,
Wyoming?
Cody offers a diverse culinary scene. You'll find classic Western steakhouses, casual diners, cafes, and
breweries. The Irma Hotel restaurant is a historic dining experience. Many restaurants focus on local
ingredients and offer hearty American fare. Don't miss trying some regional specialties like bison
burgers.

What are the transportation options for getting to and around
Cody, Wyoming?
The closest major airport is Yellowstone Regional Airport (YRI) in Cody, with daily flights from Denver.
Visitors driving from other areas will find Cody accessible via US Highway 14, 16, and 20. Once in
Cody, a car is highly recommended for exploring the town and surrounding attractions, especially for
accessing Yellowstone National Park and the scenic byways.

What kind of shopping experiences can visitors expect in
Cody, Wyoming?
Cody is known for its Western-themed shopping. You'll find numerous souvenir shops, art galleries
featuring Western and wildlife art, antique stores, and boutiques selling cowboy boots, hats, and
Native American crafts. The shops around the Buffalo Bill Center of the West and the historic
downtown area are great places to start.



Are there any specific events or festivals that visitors should
plan their trip around in Cody, Wyoming?
The Cody Nite Rodeo, running nightly from early June through late August, is a major draw. The
Buffalo Bill Days festival, typically held in late July, celebrates the town's founder with parades,
rodeos, and historical reenactments. Other seasonal events include art fairs and music festivals, so
checking a local events calendar closer to your travel dates is advisable.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to a Cody, Wyoming visitors guide, with descriptions:

1. Iconic Wyoming Landscapes: A Visitor's Photographic Journey
This book is a visual feast for anyone planning a trip to Cody and the surrounding Yellowstone region.
It features stunning photography of the dramatic peaks, vast plains, and abundant wildlife that define
Wyoming's natural beauty. Readers will find inspiration and practical ideas for their own scenic drives
and hiking adventures, capturing the essence of the Western frontier.

2. The Buffalo Bill Cody Story: Frontier Legend and American Showman
Delve into the captivating life of Buffalo Bill Cody, the man whose vision shaped the town of Cody,
Wyoming. This biography explores his early days as a scout and soldier, his rise to international fame
as a showman, and his lasting impact on the American West. It provides historical context for visiting
the museums and attractions dedicated to his legacy in Cody.

3. Yellowstone National Park: A Comprehensive Exploration for Visitors
This indispensable guide covers everything a visitor needs to know about Yellowstone, America's first
national park, which is a primary destination for those visiting Cody. It details the park's geothermal
wonders, diverse wildlife, and iconic landmarks like Old Faithful and the Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstone. The book offers practical tips on navigating the park, understanding its geology, and
respecting its natural environment.

4. Heart Mountain Relocation Center: A History and Visitor's Companion
This important work sheds light on a crucial and often overlooked chapter of American history, the
Japanese American internment camp located near Cody. It provides a sensitive and informative
account of the experiences of those incarcerated during World War II. The book serves as a
companion for visiting the Heart Mountain Interpretive Center, encouraging reflection and
understanding.

5. Wyoming Wild: Navigating Trails and Wildlife Encounters
For the active visitor, this book offers detailed trail maps and descriptions for hiking and outdoor
exploration in and around Cody. It also provides essential advice on safely observing the abundant
wildlife, from bison and elk to bears and wolves, that inhabit the region. Readers will learn about the
best times to visit different areas and how to prepare for a rewarding outdoor experience.

6. Cody's Cultural Tapestry: Arts, Museums, and Local Heritage
This title explores the rich cultural landscape of Cody, Wyoming, beyond its natural wonders. It
highlights the town's renowned museums, including the Buffalo Bill Center of the West, and delves
into its vibrant arts scene and local traditions. The book offers insights into the stories and people that
contribute to Cody's unique Western character.



7. The Shoshone National Forest: Gateway to Adventure
Discover the vast and rugged beauty of the Shoshone National Forest, a major attraction for visitors
to Cody. This guide provides information on recreational opportunities, from camping and fishing to
scenic drives through mountainous terrain. It details the forest's diverse ecosystems and the wildlife
that calls it home, making it an essential resource for outdoor enthusiasts.

8. Chuckwagon Cookin' and Cowboy Cuisine: Taste of the West
Experience the flavors of the West through this collection of traditional recipes and culinary history. It
focuses on hearty, authentic dishes that evoke the spirit of cowboy life and ranching traditions
prevalent in Wyoming. Readers can learn to recreate classic Western meals, adding a delicious
dimension to their understanding of Cody's heritage.

9. A Horse Lover's Guide to Cody Country: Riding, Ranches, and Rodeo
Cody is synonymous with horses and the rodeo, and this book caters to enthusiasts of all levels. It
explores the history of ranching and horsemanship in the area, highlights opportunities for horseback
riding tours, and delves into the excitement of the Cody Nite Rodeo. This guide is perfect for anyone
wanting to immerse themselves in the equestrian culture of Wyoming.
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