
citizenship in the world merit badge
worksheet
Citizenship in the World Merit Badge Worksheet is an essential tool for any Scout looking to
deeply understand global citizenship and earn this prestigious badge. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of the Citizenship in the World Merit Badge requirements, offering insights,
explanations, and practical advice to help Scouts successfully complete their worksheets. We’ll
explore what global citizenship truly means, the historical context, and the practical application of
these concepts. Furthermore, we’ll break down each requirement, providing you with the knowledge
and resources to confidently tackle your citizenship in the world merit badge worksheet. From
understanding international organizations to advocating for global causes, this article aims to be your
ultimate resource for mastering the citizenship in the world merit badge.

Understanding the Citizenship in the World Merit
Badge

Exploring the Core Concepts of Global Citizenship
The Citizenship in the World Merit Badge is designed to foster an understanding of a Scout's role as a
citizen not just in their local community or nation, but on a global scale. It encourages Scouts to think
critically about international relations, diverse cultures, and the interconnectedness of humanity.
Earning this badge signifies a commitment to being an informed and responsible global citizen,
capable of engaging with and contributing to a diverse world.

What is a Global Citizen?
A global citizen is someone who understands and respects the world's diverse cultures and peoples,
and who is aware of their place in the world. They recognize that their actions, even on a local level,
can have a global impact. This understanding extends to appreciating the challenges and
opportunities that arise from living in an increasingly interconnected world. They are proactive in
contributing to a more peaceful, just, and sustainable planet.

The Importance of Interconnectedness
In today's world, few events or issues are truly isolated. Economic policies in one country can affect
markets globally, environmental changes in one region can impact weather patterns elsewhere, and
cultural exchanges can shape societal norms worldwide. Recognizing this interconnectedness is
fundamental to understanding global citizenship. It means acknowledging how our lives are
intertwined with those of people in other nations and how our collective actions shape the future of
our planet.



Navigating the Citizenship in the World Merit Badge
Worksheet Requirements
The Citizenship in the World Merit Badge worksheet is structured around specific requirements
designed to guide Scouts through the learning process. Successfully completing each section of the
worksheet is crucial for earning the badge. This section will break down these requirements, providing
context and guidance for each one.

Requirement 1: Understanding International Organizations
This requirement often involves researching and understanding the roles of various international
organizations. These bodies play a significant part in global governance, humanitarian efforts, and
fostering cooperation between nations. Scouts will need to identify key organizations, their missions,
and how they address global issues.

Researching the United Nations

The United Nations (UN) is a cornerstone of international cooperation. Scouts will likely be asked to
explore its history, its principal organs (like the General Assembly and Security Council), and its
agencies that work on issues ranging from peacekeeping and human rights to health and economic
development. Understanding the UN’s structure and its efforts to promote peace and security is a
vital part of this requirement.

Exploring Other International Bodies

Beyond the UN, numerous other organizations contribute to global stability and progress. These could
include organizations like the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), or regional organizations like the European Union. Researching a few of these will provide
a broader perspective on how different international bodies address specific global challenges.

Requirement 2: Analyzing Global Issues and Their Impact
This part of the worksheet typically involves identifying and discussing significant global issues and
their consequences. Scouts are encouraged to think about how these issues affect people across
different nations and cultures.

Identifying Key Global Challenges

Global challenges are multifaceted and often require international collaboration to solve. Common
examples include poverty, climate change, pandemics, human rights violations, and conflict
resolution. Scouts will need to select a few of these issues and understand their root causes and
widespread effects.

Discussing Local and Global Connections

A crucial aspect of this requirement is linking global issues to local realities. For instance, how does



climate change, a global issue, impact local weather patterns, agriculture, or community
preparedness? Understanding these connections helps Scouts see their own role in addressing larger
global problems.

Requirement 3: Promoting International Friendship and
Understanding
This requirement focuses on practical ways to foster positive relationships and understanding
between people of different nations and cultures. It often involves direct engagement or research into
cultural exchange.

Learning About Different Cultures

Gaining an appreciation for diverse cultures is key. This can involve studying the customs, traditions,
languages, and values of people from various countries. Understanding these differences helps to
break down stereotypes and build bridges of empathy.

Engaging in Cultural Exchange Programs

Scouts may be asked about their participation or knowledge of cultural exchange programs. These
programs, whether formal or informal, provide invaluable opportunities for people from different
backgrounds to interact, learn from each other, and build mutual respect. This could include anything
from host family experiences to pen pal programs.

Requirement 4: Advocating for Global Causes
This section of the worksheet challenges Scouts to think about how they can actively contribute to
positive change on a global scale. It’s about translating awareness into action.

Identifying a Global Cause

Scouts will select a global issue they feel passionate about and research it further. This could be
anything from environmental conservation to providing clean water or supporting education in
developing countries.

Developing an Action Plan

The practical application comes in developing a plan to advocate for their chosen cause. This might
involve educating others in their troop or community, participating in a related service project, or
writing letters to elected officials. The focus is on taking tangible steps, however small, to make a
difference.

Requirement 5: Understanding the Role of a Global Citizen in



Daily Life
The final requirement often asks Scouts to reflect on how the principles of global citizenship can be
integrated into their everyday lives. It’s about making global awareness a habit.

Applying Global Citizenship Principles

This could involve making informed consumer choices that consider ethical sourcing and
environmental impact, reducing one's carbon footprint, or actively seeking out diverse perspectives in
media and conversations. It's about conscious decision-making that reflects a global consciousness.

Communicating Global Awareness

Sharing knowledge and encouraging others to think about global issues is also a vital part of being a
global citizen. This might involve discussing what they've learned with family, friends, or fellow
Scouts, further spreading awareness and understanding.

Tips for Completing Your Citizenship in the World Merit
Badge Worksheet
Successfully navigating the Citizenship in the World Merit Badge worksheet requires careful planning,
thorough research, and a genuine desire to learn. Here are some tips to help you excel.

Effective Research Strategies
When tackling the research requirements, utilize a variety of credible sources. Websites of
international organizations, reputable news outlets, academic journals, and books are excellent
starting points. Cross-referencing information ensures accuracy and a well-rounded understanding.

Engaging with Your Counselor
Your Merit Badge Counselor is a valuable resource. Don't hesitate to ask questions, seek clarification,
and discuss your findings with them. Their guidance can provide deeper insights and help you fulfill
the requirements effectively.

Documenting Your Progress
Keep your worksheet organized and neatly filled out. For requirements involving interviews or
discussions, be sure to take thorough notes. When documenting your participation in activities or your
advocacy efforts, include dates, details, and any supporting evidence.



Connecting with Your Troop and Community
Many aspects of this badge can be fulfilled through troop activities or community projects. Look for
opportunities to engage with international themes, learn about different cultures within your own
community, or participate in service projects with a global impact. This hands-on experience will
greatly enrich your understanding and provide valuable content for your worksheet.

Thinking Critically and Creatively
The Citizenship in the World Merit Badge is not just about memorizing facts; it's about developing
critical thinking skills and a global perspective. Approach each requirement with an open mind,
consider different viewpoints, and think creatively about how you can apply what you learn.

Resources for Learning and Research
To effectively complete your Citizenship in the World Merit Badge worksheet, having access to reliable
resources is paramount. These resources will help you gather information for each requirement and
deepen your understanding of global issues and citizenship.

The official Boy Scouts of America website for the Citizenship in the World Merit Badge
pamphlet.

The United Nations website (un.org) for information on its structure, mission, and agencies.

Websites of other prominent international organizations such as UNICEF, WHO, UNESCO, etc.

Reputable news sources with international coverage (e.g., BBC, Reuters, Associated Press).

Documentaries and educational films focusing on global issues, different cultures, and
international relations.

Books and articles on international affairs, history, and global citizenship.

Local cultural centers or community organizations that promote international understanding.

Interviews with individuals who have lived or worked internationally, or who are involved in
global affairs.

By leveraging these resources, Scouts can build a strong foundation of knowledge to successfully
complete their Citizenship in the World Merit Badge worksheet and become more informed and
engaged global citizens.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Citizenship in the World
merit badge?
The primary purpose of the Citizenship in the World merit badge is to help Scouts understand their
role and responsibilities as citizens of the world, and to encourage them to be informed, engaged, and
respectful of diverse cultures and international relations.

What are some key areas covered in the Citizenship in the
World merit badge requirements?
Key areas include understanding global interconnectedness, learning about international
organizations and their roles, exploring different cultures and their customs, understanding global
issues and challenges, and identifying ways to contribute positively to the world community.

How does the Citizenship in the World merit badge differ from
the Citizenship in the Nation and Citizenship in the
Community merit badges?
While all focus on citizenship, Citizenship in the World broadens the scope to international affairs,
global issues, and diverse cultures, whereas Citizenship in the Nation focuses on the United States
and its government, and Citizenship in the Community focuses on local government and civic
engagement.

What kind of research is typically involved in completing the
Citizenship in the World merit badge worksheet?
The worksheet often requires research into international organizations (like the UN or WHO), specific
countries and their cultures, global issues (like environmental concerns or human rights), and
identifying ways individuals can participate in global citizenship.

What is the importance of learning about global issues for a
Scout earning this badge?
Learning about global issues helps Scouts develop a broader perspective, understand the challenges
facing humanity, and recognize their potential to be part of the solution. It fosters empathy and a
sense of shared responsibility.

How can a Scout demonstrate an understanding of different
cultures for this badge?
Scouts can demonstrate understanding by researching customs, traditions, languages, and history of
at least three different countries, perhaps through reading, interviews, or attending cultural events.
They may also need to discuss how to interact respectfully with people from different backgrounds.



What are some practical ways Scouts can practice global
citizenship after earning this badge?
Scouts can practice global citizenship by staying informed about world events, supporting
international relief efforts, engaging in cultural exchange, promoting understanding and tolerance
within their own communities, and considering careers or volunteer opportunities that address global
challenges.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to citizenship in a global context, with descriptions:

1. Invisible Cities by Italo Calvino. This novel offers a series of poetic and philosophical descriptions of
imaginary cities, as narrated by Marco Polo to Kublai Khan. Each city represents different facets of
human experience and perception. Reading it encourages contemplation of how we build and
understand the places we inhabit, both physically and metaphorically, and fosters an appreciation for
diverse urban environments and the stories they hold.

2. How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi. Kendi argues that the opposite of "racist" is not "not
racist," but "antiracist." He defines racism not as individual prejudice but as a system of policies and
ideas that produce and normalize racial inequity. This book challenges readers to examine their own
biases and actively work towards dismantling racist structures, promoting a more just and equitable
global society.

3. Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari. Harari traces the history of humanity
from the Stone Age to the present day, exploring the cognitive, agricultural, and scientific revolutions.
He examines how our ability to believe in shared fictions, like money, nations, and religions, has
shaped our societies. The book provides a broad perspective on human development and
interconnectedness, highlighting how our collective stories influence our actions and responsibilities.

4. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander.
Alexander meticulously details how the American criminal justice system has evolved to function as a
contemporary system of racial control, akin to the Jim Crow laws of the past. She exposes how mass
incarceration disproportionately affects Black communities, impacting their citizenship and
opportunities. This book is crucial for understanding systemic injustice and advocating for reform that
upholds the rights and dignity of all citizens.

5. Small Is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered by E. F. Schumacher. Schumacher critiques
modern industrial economics, advocating for a more human-centered and sustainable approach. He
emphasizes the importance of "appropriate technology" and local economies, suggesting that bigger
is not always better. This book encourages thoughtful consideration of economic systems and their
impact on communities and the environment, promoting responsible global resource management.

6. A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn. Zinn presents American history from the
perspective of ordinary people, including marginalized groups like Native Americans, slaves, and
laborers, rather than focusing on presidents and generals. He highlights struggles for justice and
equality throughout American history. This approach encourages a critical understanding of national
narratives and the ongoing work required for a truly inclusive and equitable society.



7. The Art of Loving by Erich Fromm. Fromm explores love not just as an emotion but as an art that
requires knowledge, effort, and practice. He discusses various forms of love, including brotherly love,
self-love, and divine love, emphasizing its importance in overcoming human isolation and creating
meaningful connections. This book promotes understanding the fundamental human need for
connection and the active role we play in building loving and compassionate relationships within our
communities and the world.

8. The Wretched of the Earth by Frantz Fanon. Fanon analyzes the psychological effects of
colonization on both the colonizer and the colonized, and advocates for the necessity of
decolonization. He explores the role of violence in the struggle for liberation and the challenges faced
by post-colonial societies. This work is vital for understanding historical injustices, global power
dynamics, and the ongoing fight for self-determination and equality across cultures.

9. Global Citizenship: Education for an Interdependent World by Barry van Driel. This book delves into
the concept and practice of global citizenship, exploring its educational dimensions and its
importance in fostering understanding and action in an increasingly interconnected world. It examines
how education can empower individuals to address global challenges and contribute to a more just
and sustainable planet. The book provides a framework for understanding our responsibilities as
members of a global community.
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