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Christopher Hitchens God is Not Great 2: Exploring the Legacy and Continuing Relevance

It has been many years since Christopher Hitchens penned his seminal work, "God is Not Great: How
Religion Poisons Everything." Yet, the debate it ignited continues to burn brightly, prompting many to
consider what a hypothetical "God is Not Great 2" might explore. This article delves into the enduring
impact of Hitchens' original thesis, examining the arguments he presented and how they resonate in
contemporary society. We will explore potential new avenues of critique, analyze the ongoing
dialogue between atheism and religious belief, and consider the evolution of secular thought in the
face of persistent religious influence. Through this comprehensive examination, we aim to understand
why the core tenets of "God is Not Great" remain a vital part of intellectual discourse, and what
further insights a sequel might offer to this crucial conversation about faith, reason, and the human
condition.
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The Enduring Power of "God is Not Great": A Critical
Examination

Christopher Hitchens' 2007 polemic, "God is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything," remains a
touchstone in the discourse surrounding atheism and secularism. The book, characterized by its sharp
wit, incisive logic, and unflinching critique, laid out a comprehensive case against organized religion,
arguing that its influence has been overwhelmingly detrimental to human progress and well-being.



The title itself, a direct challenge to religious dogma, set the tone for a book that sought to dismantle
the foundations of faith with intellectual rigor. Hitchens systematically dissected various religious
tenets, historical events, and moral claims, employing a blend of historical analysis, philosophical
reasoning, and personal anecdote. His contention was not merely that God might not exist, but that
the belief in God and the institutions built around it were actively harmful.

The impact of "God is Not Great" was immediate and profound, sparking both fervent praise from
secularists and staunch opposition from religious adherents. It solidified Hitchens' position as a
leading voice in the New Atheist movement, a group that emerged in the early 21st century
advocating for a more vocal and critical stance against religious influence. The book's accessibility,
coupled with its provocative arguments, made it a bestseller and a catalyst for numerous debates and
discussions across academic, cultural, and public spheres. Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to
articulate a secular worldview in a compelling and accessible manner, offering a reasoned
counterpoint to the often unchallenged pronouncements of religious authority.

Deconstructing the Arguments: Key Pillars of Hitchens'
Critique

Hitchens' original work, "God is Not Great," was built upon several foundational arguments that
systematically dismantled the perceived virtues of religion. He didn't shy away from controversial
topics, tackling them head-on with his characteristic intellectual ferocity. Understanding these core
arguments is crucial to appreciating the potential scope of a hypothetical "God is Not Great 2" and its
continued relevance in addressing contemporary societal issues. His critique often focused on the
demonstrable harms caused by religious belief and practice throughout history and in the present
day.

The Immorality of Religion: A Historical and Ethical Reckoning

One of the most potent arguments presented by Hitchens centered on the inherent immorality that he
believed was embedded within religious doctrines. He argued that many religious texts and traditions
promoted violence, intolerance, and subjugation, often in the name of divine will. Hitchens
meticulously detailed historical instances where religion had been used to justify wars, persecution,
and oppression, from the Crusades to sectarian conflicts. He contended that religious morality, often
presented as absolute and divinely ordained, was in fact mutable, often reflecting the biases and
prejudices of the societies that produced it. Furthermore, he challenged the notion that religion was
essential for moral behavior, proposing that secular ethics, grounded in reason and empathy, were
more robust and universally applicable.

The Impossibility of Proof: Reason Over Revelation

Central to Hitchens' atheism was the principle that claims requiring belief without empirical evidence
are inherently suspect. He applied the burden of proof to religious claims, arguing that the onus was
on believers to demonstrate the existence of God and the veracity of their doctrines, rather than on



atheists to disprove them. Hitchens championed reason and scientific inquiry as the most reliable
methods for understanding the world, contrasting them with faith, which he characterized as a
surrender of critical thinking. He posited that many religious beliefs were not only unsubstantiated but
also demonstrably false when subjected to scientific scrutiny. This epistemological stance formed the
bedrock of his challenge to religious authority.

Religion as a Source of Conflict and Division

Hitchens forcefully argued that religion has historically been, and continues to be, a significant driver
of conflict and societal division. He pointed to the myriad of religious wars, sectarian violence, and
interfaith animosities as evidence of religion's divisive nature. His thesis suggested that religious
identities often create "us versus them" mentalities, fostering tribalism and hindering the
development of a shared human identity. He believed that the exclusivity inherent in many religious
claims—that only one path leads to salvation or truth—inevitably leads to intolerance and conflict with
those who hold differing beliefs. The concept of "God is Not Great" extends to the idea that religious
institutions often prioritize their own power and dogma over the well-being and unity of humanity.

The Stifling of Intellectual and Scientific Progress

Another key tenet of Hitchens' critique was that religion, by its very nature, often stifles intellectual
curiosity and scientific progress. He argued that the reliance on dogma and scripture as ultimate
sources of truth can discourage independent thought and critical inquiry. Hitchens cited historical
examples where religious institutions resisted scientific discoveries that challenged established
doctrines, thereby hindering the advancement of knowledge. He believed that the uncritical
acceptance of religious tenets could lead to a passive and intellectually compliant populace, less
likely to question authority or to pursue empirical understanding of the universe. The notion that "God
is Not Great" implies that God's purported existence does not offer a superior understanding of reality
compared to scientific investigation.

The Echoes of Hitchens: Contemporary Relevance and
Continuing Debates

The arguments meticulously laid out in "God is Not Great" continue to resonate powerfully in
contemporary society, even years after its initial publication. The book remains a touchstone for
secular thinkers and a frequent point of contention in discussions about the role of religion in public
life. The issues Hitchens raised—from the impact of religious extremism to the perceived conflict
between faith and science—are arguably more relevant today than ever before. The enduring nature
of these debates underscores the lasting impact of Hitchens' work and its ability to frame critical
guestions for a new generation.



Secularism in the 21st Century: A Shifting Landscape

The concept of secularism, which Hitchens championed, has seen significant shifts and challenges in
the 21st century. While many Western societies continue to experience a decline in traditional
religious observance, religious fundamentalism and its influence in the political sphere remain potent
forces globally. A hypothetical "God is Not Great 2" would undoubtedly explore the evolving
landscape of secularism, examining how secular values are being defended and advanced in
increasingly diverse and often polarized societies. This could involve analyzing the rise of non-
religious identity, the challenges of maintaining secular public spaces, and the philosophical
underpinnings of a post-religious or secular society. The ongoing efforts to promote reason and critical
thinking in the face of resurgent religious conservatism would be a central theme.

The Role of Science and Reason in a Post-Truth Era

In an era often characterized by "fake news" and the erosion of trust in established institutions, the
emphasis on science and reason that was so central to Hitchens' work takes on even greater
importance. A sequel could delve into how scientific literacy and critical thinking skills are being
undermined or reinforced in the digital age. It might explore how religious narratives, often resistant
to empirical evidence, are amplified in online spaces and contribute to the spread of misinformation.
The dialogue between scientific understanding and religious belief remains a critical battleground,
and "God is Not Great 2" could offer contemporary insights into how reason can effectively counter
faith-based assertions that contradict established scientific consensus. The continued relevance of the
"God is Not Great" argument is directly tied to the ongoing need for evidence-based understanding.

Critique of Modern Religious Extremism and Intolerance

While Hitchens addressed religious violence and intolerance in his original work, the rise of religious
extremism in various forms globally presents an even more pressing concern today. A follow-up book
would almost certainly offer a robust critique of contemporary religious fundamentalism, its
manifestations, and its impact on social cohesion and human rights. This could include analyzing how
extremist ideologies exploit religious texts, recruit followers, and justify violence. Hitchens' analytical
approach would be invaluable in dissecting the psychological and sociological factors that contribute
to radicalization and in articulating a secular response that emphasizes universal human values over
divisive religious doctrines. The idea that "God is Not Great" resonates strongly in the context of
religiously motivated violence.

The Intersection of Religion and Politics: A Global Perspective

The entanglement of religion and politics remains a significant global issue, and Hitchens was a vocal
critic of this nexus. "God is Not Great 2" could provide a contemporary analysis of how religious
beliefs and institutions continue to shape political discourse, legislation, and international relations.
This might involve examining the influence of religious lobbies, the rise of theocratic movements in
various countries, and the ongoing debates about religious freedom versus the separation of church



and state. Hitchens’ framework would likely be used to critique instances where religious dogma is
imposed on secular populations or where religious affiliations are used to disenfranchise or persecute
minorities. The relevance of "God is Not Great" extends to its critique of religiously influenced
governance.

The Future of Faith and Doubt: Evolving Perspectives

While Hitchens was a staunch atheist, his work also implicitly engaged with the broader spectrum of
human belief and doubt. A sequel could explore the evolving nature of faith and atheism in the 21st
century. This might include examining the rise of the "nones" (individuals who do not identify with any
religion), the increasing acceptance of atheism and agnosticism in many parts of the world, and the
ways in which people grapple with existential questions outside of traditional religious frameworks.
The book could also consider whether religious belief itself is evolving in response to secular
challenges, and what the long-term trajectory of faith and doubt might be in a rapidly changing world.
The core message of "God is Not Great" can be seen as a catalyst for re-examining the foundations of
all belief systems.

Christopher Hitchens' Enduring Intellectual Legacy

Christopher Hitchens' contribution to the intellectual landscape extends far beyond his critique of
religion. His ability to articulate complex ideas with clarity, wit, and unwavering conviction left an
indelible mark on many. The legacy of "God is Not Great" is intrinsically linked to his broader
intellectual project, which consistently championed reason, skepticism, and a commitment to human
liberation. His work continues to inspire critical thinking and a questioning attitude towards
established orthodoxies, whether religious, political, or social.

The enduring impact of his writings lies in their accessibility and their ability to provoke thought and
debate. Hitchens was a master of prose, and his books, including "God is Not Great," are often cited
for their literary merit as much as for their intellectual content. He demonstrated that atheism and
secularism were not merely negative positions but could be grounded in a positive affirmation of
human potential, reason, and ethical responsibility. The continued relevance of the ideas presented in
"God is Not Great" is a testament to his formidable intellect and his lasting influence on how we
discuss faith, reason, and the nature of truth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most impactful arguments Christopher
Hitchens makes against religion in 'God Is Not Great' that
remain relevant today?

Hitchens' critiques of religion's historical role in violence and oppression, its suppression of critical
thinking, and its claims to absolute truth are particularly resonant. He also effectively challenges the



notion that religion is necessary for morality or societal cohesion, arguments that continue to be
debated in contemporary discussions about secularism and ethics.

How does Hitchens' approach to critiquing religion differ from
other atheistic or secular thinkers, and what makes his style
so effective?

Hitchens is known for his sharp wit, polemical style, and often confrontational tone. Unlike more
academic or measured critiques, he uses rhetoric and often biting satire to dismantle religious
arguments. His willingness to engage directly and forcefully with religious claims, rather than
abstractly, made his arguments accessible and impactful for a broad audience.

What criticisms or limitations have been raised against 'God Is
Not Great' by religious thinkers or even some secular
scholars?

Critics often point to Hitchens' perceived generalizations about all religions, his dismissal of the
positive aspects or personal comfort many find in faith, and his selective use of historical examples.
Some secular scholars have also argued that his aggressive approach can alienate potential allies and
hinder productive dialogue.

In what ways does Hitchens' critique of 'organized religion’
also apply to or comment on secular ideologies or dogmatic
belief systems?

While primarily focused on religious institutions, Hitchens' critique of dogmatism, the suppression of
dissent, and the tendency for ideologies to become self-serving can be seen as applicable to any rigid
or unquestioning belief system, including certain political or social movements. His emphasis on
reason and evidence serves as a broader call for intellectual honesty.

Considering the ongoing debates about faith, secularism, and
the role of religion in public life, what is the lasting legacy of
'God Is Not Great' and Hitchens' contributions to atheism?

'‘God Is Not Great' remains a foundational text in modern atheism, galvanizing many and contributing
significantly to the public discourse on secularism. Hitchens' legacy lies in his forceful articulation of
atheistic arguments, his challenge to religious authority, and his advocacy for reason and freedom of
thought, continuing to inspire critical examination of belief systems.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the themes in Christopher Hitchens' God Is Not Great, each starting
with "":

1. The God Delusion



This foundational work by Richard Dawkins presents a passionate argument against the existence of
God and the influence of religion. It explores the evolutionary and psychological underpinnings of
belief, challenging faith as a delusion that hinders human progress. The book offers a secular
perspective on morality and meaning, advocating for reason and science over divine revelation.

2. The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason

Sam Harris's influential book argues that religious faith is a dangerous force in the modern world,
particularly in its more dogmatic forms. He contends that religious extremism, fueled by irrational
beliefs, poses a significant threat to global security and human well-being. Harris calls for a more
critical and open discussion about faith, advocating for reason and secularism as the path forward.

3. Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomenon

Daniel Dennett approaches religion from a scientific and evolutionary perspective, seeking to
understand its origins and persistence as a natural human behavior. He argues that religion can be
explained through the lens of evolution and psychology without resorting to supernatural
explanations. Dennett encourages a more scientific understanding of religious phenomena to foster
intellectual honesty and critical thinking.

4. The Portable Atheist: Essential Readings for the Nonbeliever

Edited by Christopher Hitchens himself, this anthology showcases a diverse range of voices from
across history and philosophy who have questioned or rejected religious belief. It includes essays,
speeches, and writings from prominent atheists, agnostics, and freethinkers. The collection serves as
a comprehensive guide to the intellectual history of atheism and its arguments.

5. Freethink: How to Think for Yourself and Why the World Needs You to

This book encourages readers to cultivate critical thinking skills and challenge societal norms,
particularly those influenced by religion and dogma. It provides practical advice on how to question
assumptions, evaluate evidence, and form independent judgments. The author emphasizes the
importance of individual autonomy and intellectual courage in navigating complex issues.

6. Only Believe: The Danger of Absolute Truth

This title probes the inherent dangers of adhering to absolute, unquestionable truths, often found in
religious or ideological systems. It explores how the conviction of possessing ultimate truth can lead
to intolerance, conflict, and the suppression of dissent. The book advocates for intellectual humility

and the recognition of the provisional nature of knowledge.

7. The Demon-Haunted World: Science as a Candle in the Dark

Carl Sagan passionately defends the scientific method as the most reliable tool for understanding the
universe and dispelling superstition and pseudoscience. He warns against the seductive nature of
uncritical belief and the dangers of embracing unfounded claims. The book champions skepticism,
critical thinking, and the pursuit of evidence-based knowledge.

8. Secularism: Politics, Religion, and Freedom

This book examines the principles and challenges of secularism in contemporary society, exploring its
role in maintaining political neutrality and protecting individual freedoms. It discusses how secular
governance can coexist with diverse religious and non-religious populations. The work advocates for a
society where public life is not dominated by any particular religious viewpoint.

9. Why | Am Not a Christian: And Other Writings
Bertrand Russell's collection of essays and speeches articulates his lifelong skepticism and critique of
Christianity and religion in general. He presents logical arguments against the existence of God and



examines the negative impact of religious dogma on morality, society, and human thought. The
writings offer a clear and reasoned case for atheism.
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