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Charles Fort: The Of The Damned

Charles Fort: The Of The Damned stands as a seminal figure in the exploration of anomalous
phenomena, a pioneer whose meticulous documentation and fervent belief in the existence of the
unexplained continue to captivate and confound. This article delves into the life and work of Charles
Fort, examining his unique approach to cataloging "damned data" - events and observations that
defied conventional scientific explanation. We will explore the core tenets of Forteanism, the types
of phenomena he investigated, his most significant works like The Book of the Damned, and his
lasting impact on our understanding of the fringe and the unknown. Prepare to journey into the
world of Fort, where the boundaries of what is considered possible are stretched and challenged.
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The Early Life and Intellectual Development of Charles
Fort

Charles Fort, born in Albany, New York, in 1874, was an enigmatic figure whose early life offered
little indication of the profound influence he would later wield over the study of unexplained
phenomena. His formative years were marked by a voracious appetite for knowledge and a restless
spirit that led him to travel extensively, even briefly attending university. However, it was his
profound dissatisfaction with the prevailing scientific orthodoxy that truly shaped his intellectual
trajectory. Fort felt that mainstream science was too quick to dismiss or ignore evidence that didn't
fit established paradigms, a sentiment that would become the bedrock of his life's work.



From a young age, Fort demonstrated a keen observational skill and an innate curiosity about the
world around him. He devoured books on a wide range of subjects, from folklore and mythology to
natural history and astronomy. This eclectic reading habit, coupled with his personal experiences
and travels, cultivated a unique perspective on reality. He began to notice recurring patterns in
human history and natural events that seemed to be consistently overlooked or explained away by
conventional explanations. This burgeoning awareness of the "damned data" was the seed from
which his later monumental efforts would grow.

Fort's Early Encounters with the Anomalous

While direct accounts of specific early encounters are scarce, it's widely believed that Fort's
experiences during his travels and his extensive reading fueled his growing interest in phenomena
that lay outside the accepted scientific framework. He encountered stories and accounts of strange
atmospheric events, peculiar animal behaviors, and purported visitations from the sky that seemed
too consistent to be mere superstition. These early glimmers of the unexplained, coupled with his
innate skepticism towards dismissive explanations, laid the groundwork for his later investigative
approach.

His early life was not without personal tragedy, which some scholars suggest may have contributed
to his introspective nature and his tendency to seek solace in the grand mysteries of existence. The
loss of his parents and brothers in quick succession cast a somber shadow, perhaps leading him to
contemplate the larger forces at play in the universe and the limitations of human understanding.

Unveiling "The Book of the Damned": A Chronicle of
the Unexplained

"The Book of the Damned," first published in 1919, is arguably Charles Fort's most famous and
foundational work. It is not a narrative in the traditional sense but rather an extensive compilation of
anomalous phenomena, meticulously gathered from scientific journals, newspapers, historical
records, and personal accounts. The title itself is a declaration: "damned" refers to data that has
been suppressed, ignored, or explained away by mainstream science. Fort argued that these
"damned" facts, when viewed collectively, could reveal a more complex and astonishing reality than
commonly believed.

In "The Book of the Damned," Fort doesn't offer definitive explanations for the phenomena he
presents. Instead, he meticulously lays out the evidence, allowing the sheer volume and consistency
of the reports to speak for themselves. His aim was to challenge the rigid boundaries of scientific
thought and to advocate for a more open-minded approach to investigating the unknown. He saw the
scientific establishment as often creating systems of belief that were too brittle to accommodate
evidence that contradicted them, thus "damning" it to obscurity.



The Nature of "Damned Data" According to Fort

Fort's concept of "damned data" encompassed a vast array of occurrences. These included:

e Unidentified flying objects (though he predates the modern term)

e Strange atmospheric and meteorological phenomena, such as rains of unusual substances
e Unexplained animal behavior and appearances of creatures not cataloged by zoology

e Mysterious disappearances and appearances of people and objects

e Poltergeist activity and other manifestations of supposed paranormal forces

e Accounts of preternatural intelligence and events that defy natural laws

Fort believed that these were not isolated incidents but rather recurring patterns that, if properly
investigated, could point to a deeper understanding of the universe. He was less concerned with
providing an ultimate cause and more focused on the fact that these events were happening and
were being ignored by those in positions of authority.

He argued that science, in its pursuit of order and predictability, often overlooked the truly
extraordinary. The "damned data" represented the wild, untamed aspects of reality that refused to
be neatly categorized. His methodology was essentially one of accretion - gathering as much
information as possible, regardless of its perceived validity, to present a comprehensive picture of
what was being dismissed.

Key Fortean Phenomena Documented by Charles Fort

Charles Fort's extensive research unearthed a bewildering array of phenomena that consistently
defied conventional explanation. His works are filled with documented accounts that, when
presented together, paint a picture of a world far stranger than ordinary science would readily
admit. These events, often sourced from reputable, albeit sometimes dated, scientific publications
and newspapers, formed the core of his argument for a more inclusive understanding of reality.

He categorized these occurrences into broad themes, but his true genius lay in the sheer variety and
the meticulous detail with which he presented each case. The consistency of some phenomena
across different eras and locations further fueled his belief that they were not mere flights of fancy
or isolated incidents.

Rains of the Unusual: Frogs, Fish, and More

One of the most frequently cited categories of Fortean phenomena is the documented occurrence of
"rains of the unusual." Fort collected numerous accounts from historical records and newspapers



detailing instances where objects, typically small living creatures like frogs, fish, and even pieces of
meat, appeared to fall from the sky during storms or in otherwise inexplicable circumstances. These
events were often dismissed as misinterpretations or localized atmospheric disturbances, but Fort
presented them as evidence of a recurring, unexplained phenomenon.

He analyzed these accounts for patterns in timing, location, and the types of objects reported. While
some scientists proposed explanations such as waterspouts picking up creatures from bodies of
water and depositing them elsewhere, Fort found these explanations to be often incomplete or
inconsistent with the recorded details. The sheer number of reports, spanning centuries, suggested
to him something more profound.

The Mystery of Sky-Falls and Aerial Objects

Beyond biological matter, Fort also documented numerous accounts of objects falling from the sky
that were not easily identifiable. These "sky-falls" ranged from mysterious stones and metallic
fragments to more bizarrely shaped objects. He also chronicled early reports of luminous aerial
phenomena, strange lights in the sky, and objects observed moving in ways that defied conventional
aeronautical understanding. These early accounts are often seen as precursors to modern UFO
sightings.

Fort treated these reports with the same seriousness as any other data point, meticulously noting
the source, date, and descriptions. He was particularly interested in instances where multiple
witnesses corroborated sightings or where the falling objects left physical evidence. His approach
was to gather the evidence, however strange, and to question why such events were so readily
dismissed or subjected to often inadequate explanations.

Anomalous Animal Behavior and Unidentified Creatures

Charles Fort's investigations also delved into the realm of zoological anomalies. He collected
numerous reports of animals behaving in peculiar ways, often exhibiting unusual intelligence,
synchronized movements, or appearing in locations where they were not expected. Furthermore, he
documented accounts of creatures that did not fit into any known zoological classification, often
described in ancient texts or folklore but occasionally reported in more recent times.

These reports included sightings of sea monsters, strange winged creatures, and animals exhibiting
telepathic or precognitive abilities. Fort argued that the zoological record was not as complete as it
was made out to be and that many phenomena involving life forms were being systematically
ignored because they did not conform to established biological theories. He saw the possibility of
undiscovered species and even different forms of life interacting with our world.

The Fortean Method: A Unique Approach to Research

Charles Fort developed a distinct methodology for investigating and presenting anomalous



phenomena. It was a process rooted in meticulous data collection, a skeptical yet open-minded
attitude towards evidence, and a refusal to accept facile explanations. His "Fortean method" was not
about proving any particular theory but rather about challenging the prevailing scientific dogma by
presenting a compelling body of contradictory evidence.

His approach was highly empirical, relying on documented accounts rather than subjective
experiences or speculative theorizing. He believed that the truth of the unexplained lay in the
accumulation of consistent, albeit bizarre, observations that had been systematically disregarded.

Gathering and Cataloging "Damned Data"

Fort spent years in libraries, archives, and scientific institutions, poring over journals, newspapers,
and historical documents. His primary goal was to unearth any mention of events that were
considered unusual, inexplicable, or that contradicted accepted scientific understanding. He was a
tireless collector, systematically transcribing and cross-referencing these accounts. This immense
labor of love formed the raw material for his seminal works.

He did not shy away from sensational or seemingly outlandish reports, believing that even within
such accounts, kernels of truth or recurring patterns might be found. His criterion for inclusion was
not scientific plausibility but the existence of a documented record, however obscure or dismissed.
This broad net ensured that he captured a vast spectrum of the "damned data."

Skepticism Without Dismissal: Fort's Intellectual Stance

A defining characteristic of Charles Fort's approach was his sophisticated form of skepticism. While
he was critical of conventional scientific explanations, he was not a credulous believer in any single
alternative theory. Instead, he advocated for an open investigation of all possibilities, demanding
evidence and reasoned arguments, but refusing to dismiss data simply because it was anomalous. He
challenged scientists to provide robust explanations for phenomena they couldn't account for, rather
than simply ignoring them.

Fort's intellectual stance can be described as one of provisional acceptance. He would accept a
phenomenon as real based on the evidence, but he remained open to re-evaluation as more
information became available. His skepticism was directed towards the certainty and often
arrogance of established knowledge, rather than towards the phenomena themselves. He believed
that the most significant discoveries often came from questioning the unquestionable.

Challenging Scientific Orthodoxy

Fort's work was inherently an act of defiance against the prevailing scientific orthodoxy of his time.
He argued that science, by its very nature, tended to create rigid systems of belief that resisted
contradictory evidence. This resistance, he contended, led to the systematic suppression or dismissal
of phenomena that didn't fit neatly into pre-existing categories. He saw this not as a deliberate



conspiracy but as an inherent tendency of human institutions to maintain order and coherence.

His books served as a constant reminder that the universe was perhaps far more complex and
mysterious than science was willing to acknowledge. By meticulously presenting the "damned data,"
he forced a confrontation with the limitations of current knowledge and encouraged a more humble
and investigative approach to the unknown. He aimed to expand the scope of what could be
considered worthy of scientific inquiry.

"“"The Book of the Damned" and Subsequent Works

Following the success and impact of "The Book of the Damned," Charles Fort continued his
dedicated work, producing several more volumes that expanded upon his catalog of anomalies and
refined his philosophical outlook. These later works, while often building on the foundation laid in
his first major book, also introduced new themes and further explored the implications of the
phenomena he documented.

Fort was not a prolific author in the conventional sense; his output was characterized by the
immense research and meticulous compilation that each work entailed. His writing style, while
dense with information, also possessed a unique narrative quality, drawing the reader into the
strangeness of the documented events.

"The Other Side of the Moon" and "Wild Talents"

"The Other Side of the Moon," published in 1926, continued Fort's exploration of anomalous celestial
phenomena, including accounts of strange lights, objects in orbit, and unusual atmospheric effects.
It broadened his scope to include more specific investigations into astronomical oddities and the
potential for intelligences operating beyond our current understanding of space. While the title
might suggest a focus solely on lunar phenomena, the book encompassed a wider range of celestial
mysteries.

"Wild Talents," published in 1931, shifted focus to phenomena related to human abilities that defied
conventional explanation. This included accounts of telekinesis, precognition, astral projection, and
other forms of psychic or extraordinary human powers. Fort meticulously documented instances of
these "wild talents," arguing that they, too, were part of the "damned data" that science was hesitant
to embrace. He saw these as evidence of untapped potential within humanity, often suppressed or
misunderstood.

Fort's Legacy in the Context of His Writings

The collective body of Charles Fort's work represents a significant contribution to the study of the
unexplained. His legacy lies not in providing definitive answers but in creating a comprehensive
archive of anomalies and in championing a methodology that prioritizes observation and open
inquiry. He demonstrated that by diligently collecting and analyzing data that falls outside



mainstream acceptance, one could reveal the limitations of current knowledge and the vastness of
what remains unknown.

His writings inspired generations of researchers and thinkers who operate on the fringes of
conventional science. The term "Fortean" itself has become synonymous with the study and
acceptance of unexplained phenomena, a testament to the enduring power of his work. He
encouraged a perspective that celebrated mystery and recognized that the pursuit of knowledge
should not be constrained by preconceived notions of what is possible.

Key Themes and Concepts in Fort's Writings

Charles Fort’s prolific research and documentation of anomalous phenomena coalesced around
several key themes that permeated his writings. These recurring ideas provided a philosophical
framework for his cataloging of the "damned data" and continue to resonate with those interested in
the unexplained. His work encouraged a re-evaluation of what constitutes knowledge and the
boundaries of scientific inquiry.

He was not merely collecting oddities; he was building a case for a reality that was far more
complex, dynamic, and perhaps even intentional than commonly perceived. His insights challenged
deeply ingrained assumptions about the nature of the universe and humanity's place within it.

The Suppression of Information by Scientific Orthodoxy

A central and persistent theme in Fort's work was his critique of scientific orthodoxy and its
tendency to suppress or dismiss information that did not conform to established paradigms. He
argued that the scientific community, in its pursuit of order and consensus, often created a system
where anomalous data was actively ignored, ridiculed, or subjected to strained explanations. Fort
believed this suppression was not always malicious but rather a systemic tendency to maintain the
coherence of existing knowledge.

He saw the "damned data" as evidence of a scientific establishment that was too rigid, too confident
in its own conclusions, and too unwilling to admit the vastness of its ignorance. This theme
underscored his conviction that true progress in understanding the universe required a willingness
to confront and investigate the uncomfortable and the inexplicable.

The Possibility of Unseen Forces and Influences

Fort's writings frequently alluded to the possibility of unseen forces and influences operating in the
universe, shaping events in ways that were not yet understood. While he refrained from proposing
specific theories or entities, he consistently pointed to patterns in the data that suggested intelligent
design or systematic interference. These influences were not necessarily attributed to
extraterrestrial beings in the modern sense but rather to a broader category of unknown causal
agents.



He explored phenomena that hinted at cycles of visitation, intervention, or even manipulation of
terrestrial events. The consistent appearance of certain types of anomalies across historical periods
led him to consider that these were not random occurrences but rather manifestations of underlying,
active forces. His work opened the door to considering a universe far more interactive and
purposeful than a purely mechanistic view would allow.

A More Complex and Mysterious Universe

Ultimately, the overarching theme of Charles Fort's work was the assertion that the universe is far
more complex, mysterious, and astonishing than mainstream science acknowledged. He challenged
the notion that all phenomena could be readily explained by known laws and proposed that a
significant portion of reality lay beyond our current comprehension. His vast collection of "damned
data" served as a testament to the limitations of human knowledge and the enduring presence of the
unknown.

Fort championed a sense of wonder and a continued curiosity about the world's mysteries. He
encouraged readers to question assumptions, to be open to the extraordinary, and to recognize that
the pursuit of knowledge is an ongoing process, constantly expanding to encompass new discoveries
and anomalies. His enduring appeal lies in his ability to make the inexplicable fascinating and to
inspire a persistent sense of awe at the vastness of existence.

The Legacy of Charles Fort and Forteanism

The enduring influence of Charles Fort and the movement that bears his name, Forteanism, is
undeniable. Decades after his death, his meticulous cataloging of unexplained phenomena and his
critical stance towards scientific orthodoxy continue to inspire researchers, writers, and thinkers.
Fort's work provided a foundation for the serious study of anomalies, shifting them from the realm of
mere folklore to subjects worthy of rigorous, albeit unconventional, investigation.

The term "Fortean" has become a shorthand for the study of the unusual, the unexplained, and the
"damned data" that often falls outside mainstream scientific acceptance. His legacy is not one of
definitive answers but of persistent questioning and the preservation of phenomena that might
otherwise be lost to history.

The Fortean Society and Ongoing Research

Following Fort's death, his work was carried on by enthusiastic individuals and organizations, most
notably the Fortean Society, founded by Tiffany Thayer. This society played a crucial role in
disseminating Fort's ideas, publishing his works, and continuing the collection and discussion of
anomalous phenomena. They kept the flame of Forteanism alive, ensuring that his meticulous
approach to the unexplained continued to influence new generations.

The society and its adherents actively sought out and documented new examples of phenomena that



fit the Fortean mold, from UFO sightings and strange weather events to unexplained disappearances
and purported psychic abilities. This ongoing research has demonstrated the continuing relevance of
Fort's original vision, highlighting that the "damned data" continues to accumulate and challenge
conventional explanations.

Charles Fort's Influence on Modern Paranormal and
Cryptozoological Studies

Charles Fort’s impact on modern fields such as paranormal research, ufology, and cryptozoology is
profound and far-reaching. He laid the groundwork for a more systematic and less dismissive
approach to these subjects. By meticulously collecting and presenting a vast array of unexplained
events, he provided a crucial historical and evidential basis for those who investigate phenomena
like UFOs, ghosts, cryptids, and other fringe topics.

His method of gathering information from diverse sources and his insistence on considering all
available data, regardless of its apparent strangeness, became a guiding principle for many
researchers in these fields. Fort demonstrated the value of skepticism that is tempered with open-
mindedness, a balance essential for exploring subjects that lie at the edge of our understanding. His
legacy is evident in the dedicated individuals who continue to explore the mysteries he first brought
to light.

Fort’s emphasis on pattern recognition within seemingly random events also provided an important
methodological insight. He showed that by collating numerous scattered reports, coherent patterns
could emerge that suggested underlying causes or phenomena that were not immediately apparent.
This approach is fundamental to fields like cryptozoology, where the search for undiscovered
animals often relies on piecing together anecdotal evidence from various sightings and locations.

In essence, Charles Fort provided a critical intellectual framework for those drawn to the
unexplained. He legitimized the act of questioning, of looking beyond the easily explained, and of
preserving the data that others might discard. His continued relevance speaks to the inherent
human curiosity about the unknown and the persistent desire to understand the many mysteries that
the universe continues to present.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Charles Fort's 'The Book of the
Damned'?

The main theme of 'The Book of the Damned' is the cataloging and exploration of phenomena that
defy conventional scientific explanation, which Fort termed 'damned' because they were often
suppressed or ignored by mainstream science. He sought to demonstrate the existence of a reality
beyond the established scientific paradigm.



Who was Charles Fort and what was his approach to studying
anomalous phenomena?

Charles Fort (1874-1932) was an American writer and researcher who dedicated his life to collecting
and documenting unusual, unexplained events and observations from historical records,
newspapers, and personal accounts. His approach was empirical but highly unconventional, focusing
on the patterns and prevalence of these 'damned' phenomena rather than trying to fit them into
existing scientific frameworks.

What kinds of phenomena did Charles Fort document in "The
Book of the Damned'?

Fort documented a vast array of phenomena, including unexplained aerial objects (often referred to
as 'sky-ships' or 'raining animals'), unusual atmospheric events, poltergeist activity, spontaneous
human combustion, strange disappearances, and alleged preternatural occurrences throughout
history. He presented these as evidence of forces and events not recognized by orthodox science.

What was the significance or impact of 'The Book of the
Damned'?

‘The Book of the Damned' is considered a foundational text for modern ufology and Forteana (the
study of Fortean phenomena). It popularized the idea that unexplained events are not isolated
incidents but part of a larger, often hidden, reality. While not a scientific treatise, it inspired
generations of researchers and writers to question established narratives and explore the unknown.

How did Charles Fort view mainstream science and its
limitations?

Fort was highly critical of what he perceived as the dogmatism and closed-mindedness of
mainstream science. He believed that scientists often dismissed or explained away phenomena that
didn't fit their theories, thereby limiting human understanding. He saw his work as a way to
challenge this scientific orthodoxy and present a more comprehensive view of reality.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Charles Fort, all beginning with "", followed by their descriptions:

1. Investigating the Impossible: The Fortean Times Guide to the Paranormal

This book serves as an excellent introduction to the world of Forteana, exploring a wide range of
unexplained phenomena from UFO sightings to strange animal behavior. It delves into the methods
and mindset of Charles Fort, encouraging readers to question conventional explanations. The
collection showcases the enduring appeal of the weird and wonderful, demonstrating how Fort's
legacy continues to inspire curiosity and investigation.

2. The Book of the Damned: A Classic Investigation of the Unexplained
This is the seminal work by Charles Fort, a meticulously cataloged collection of inexplicable
phenomena gathered from scientific and historical records. Fort presents a vast array of anomalies -



from raining frogs to mysterious lights in the sky - challenging established scientific paradigms. The
book is a foundational text for anyone interested in the fringes of knowledge, demonstrating a
unique approach to understanding the universe.

3. Lo! A Compendium of the Unexplained

Another essential volume from Charles Fort, Lo! continues his groundbreaking work in documenting
the world's most perplexing occurrences. This book delves deeper into the author's theories about
unknown forces and cosmic influences affecting terrestrial events. It is a testament to Fort's tireless
research, presenting a compelling case for phenomena that defy easy categorization.

4. Wild Talents: The Fortean Approach to Psychic Powers

This title focuses on the more human-centric anomalies that fascinated Fort - precognition,
telekinesis, and other alleged psychic abilities. It examines reported instances of extraordinary
human powers, often linking them to broader Fortean patterns of unexplained events. The book
encourages a open-minded exploration of human potential and the mysteries of consciousness.

5. New Lands: A Fortean Exploration of Strange Skies

In New Lands, Charles Fort turns his attention to aerial phenomena, meticulously documenting
sightings of strange objects and occurrences in the skies. He compiles accounts of aerial fleets,
luminous bodies, and unexplained atmospheric events from across history. This work is crucial for
understanding Fort's fascination with UFOs and his belief in unseen celestial presences.

6. The Fortean Times Book of Weird Phenomena

This modern compilation by the renowned Fortean Times magazine offers a contemporary
perspective on the unexplained, drawing heavily on Fort's original work. It presents a curated
selection of bizarre events, oddities, and mysteries that have captured public imagination. The book
bridges historical Forteana with modern-day curiosities, showcasing the enduring power of the
unexplained.

7. The Anomaly: Writings on the Unexplained and Unconventional

This collection gathers various writings and essays that explore the nature of anomalies and the
methods of dealing with them, inspired by Fort's legacy. It features contributions from thinkers and
researchers who engage with Fortean concepts and apply them to contemporary mysteries. The
book is an intellectual exploration of what it means to be outside the norm and to seek
understanding beyond accepted boundaries.

8. The Earth: An Unfinished Tapestry of the Strange

Charles Fort's final completed book, The Earth, continues his exploration of the bizarre, focusing on
terrestrial phenomena and earth-bound mysteries. It examines oddities in geology, zoology, and
human history that defy conventional scientific explanation. This work solidifies Fort's reputation as
a chronicler of the world's strangest occurrences, inviting readers to look for the extraordinary in
the ordinary.

9. Charles Fort: The Man Who Invented the Future of the Weird

This biographical work delves into the life and mind of Charles Fort himself, exploring his unique
approach to research and his profound impact on modern folklore and paranormal studies. It
examines the influences that shaped his worldview and his motivations for documenting the
unexplained. The book provides context for Fort's groundbreaking ideas, highlighting his enduring
relevance in an era still captivated by mysteries.
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