
4th grade subject verb agreement
worksheets

4th grade subject verb agreement worksheets are an indispensable tool for educators
and parents aiming to solidify a fundamental grammar concept. Mastering subject-verb
agreement is crucial for clear and effective written and spoken communication. This article
delves into why these worksheets are so important, what key concepts they cover, and how
to effectively utilize them to boost a fourth grader's understanding. We'll explore different
types of exercises, offer tips for teachers and parents, and discuss how to identify common
errors. Understanding and practicing subject-verb agreement will pave the way for more
sophisticated writing and comprehension skills.
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Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement: The
Foundation for 4th Graders
Subject-verb agreement is a cornerstone of English grammar. It dictates that a verb must
agree in number with its subject. In simpler terms, if the subject is singular, the verb must
be singular, and if the subject is plural, the verb must be plural. For fourth graders, this
concept is often introduced or reinforced, laying the groundwork for more complex
sentence structures and nuanced expression. Mastering this early on prevents common
grammatical errors that can hinder clarity and professionalism in their writing as they
progress through their academic careers.

The Role of Subjects and Verbs in Sentences
Every complete sentence requires a subject and a verb. The subject is typically a noun or



pronoun that performs the action or is described by the verb. The verb is the action word or
a linking word that describes the state of being. For instance, in the sentence "The dog
barks," "dog" is the singular subject, and "barks" is the singular verb. If the sentence were
"The dogs bark," "dogs" is the plural subject, and "bark" is the plural verb. Understanding
these basic roles is the first step in grasping agreement.

Why are 4th Grade Subject Verb Agreement Worksheets
Essential?
Fourth grade is a pivotal time for refining grammatical skills. Students are moving beyond
basic sentence construction and beginning to craft more elaborate narratives and
explanations. 4th grade subject verb agreement worksheets provide structured
practice that helps solidify this rule. These worksheets offer targeted exercises designed to
isolate and address potential misunderstandings, reinforcing correct usage through
repetition and application. They allow students to identify their own errors and learn from
them in a supportive environment, building confidence in their grammatical abilities.

The benefits of using specialized worksheets for this age group are numerous. They provide
a clear, visual representation of the subject and verb, making the abstract concept of
agreement more concrete. This hands-on approach is particularly effective for kinesthetic
and visual learners. Furthermore, well-designed worksheets can introduce a variety of
sentence structures, including those with compound subjects, prepositional phrases, and
indefinite pronouns, which can often complicate agreement. By encountering these
variations in a structured format, students develop a more robust understanding that
extends beyond simple subject-verb pairings.

Developing Strong Writing and Communication Skills
Accurate subject-verb agreement is vital for clear and concise communication. When a
writer fails to maintain agreement, their sentences can become awkward, confusing, or
even nonsensical. For a fourth grader, developing this habit early on significantly impacts
their future academic success. Strong writing skills are not only judged in English classes
but also across all subjects. Being able to express ideas clearly without grammatical errors
builds credibility and ensures that the intended message is received as planned.

Key Concepts Covered in Subject Verb Agreement
Worksheets
Effective 4th grade subject verb agreement worksheets are designed to cover a range
of scenarios that challenge students' understanding. These exercises go beyond simple
singular and plural nouns. They often include situations that require a deeper grasp of
grammatical rules. This targeted practice ensures comprehensive learning and
preparedness for more complex writing tasks.



Singular and Plural Subjects
The most basic aspect of subject-verb agreement involves identifying whether the subject
is singular or plural and then choosing the corresponding verb form. Worksheets will
present sentences with single nouns (e.g., "the cat," "a student") and plural nouns (e.g.,
"the cats," "students"). The exercises will then require students to select the correct verb,
such as "sits" versus "sit" or "runs" versus "run." This fundamental skill is the building block
for all other agreement rules.

Compound Subjects
Compound subjects are two or more subjects joined by a conjunction, most commonly
"and." When subjects are joined by "and," they are usually plural, requiring a plural verb.
For example, "The cat and the dog play." However, worksheets also often include
exceptions, such as when the compound subject refers to a single unit (e.g., "Peanut butter
and jelly is my favorite sandwich"). Understanding these nuances is crucial, and worksheets
provide the necessary practice.

Subjects Joined by "Or" or "Nor"
When subjects are joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the subject that is closer to
it. This rule can be tricky. For instance, "Neither the students nor the teacher knows the
answer." If the order were reversed, "Neither the teacher nor the students know the
answer." Worksheets focusing on these conjunctions help students practice this specific
agreement rule, which often trips up learners.

Indefinite Pronouns
Indefinite pronouns like "everyone," "somebody," "each," "neither," and "all" can present
challenges. Many indefinite pronouns are singular, even though they refer to multiple
people or things (e.g., "Everyone is here"). Others can be singular or plural depending on
the context (e.g., "Some of the students are late," but "Some of the water is gone"). 4th
grade subject verb agreement worksheets will often include exercises specifically
targeting these pronouns to build accuracy.

Subjects Following Verbs
In some sentence constructions, particularly in sentences beginning with "there is" or
"there are," the subject often follows the verb. This inversion can make agreement tricky.
For example, "There is a book on the table," not "There are a book." Conversely, "There are
books on the table." Worksheets will provide practice identifying the true subject in these
inverted sentences and ensuring the verb matches.



Phrases Between Subject and Verb
Prepositional phrases, participial phrases, and other intervening phrases between the
subject and the verb can distract students from the true subject. For instance, "The dog,
along with its puppies, barks loudly." The phrase "along with its puppies" does not affect
the verb; it remains singular because the subject is "dog." Worksheets will include
sentences with these interrupters to strengthen students' ability to identify the core subject
and verb.

Types of Exercises Found in 4th Grade Subject Verb
Agreement Worksheets
To effectively teach and reinforce subject-verb agreement, a variety of exercise formats are
employed in 4th grade subject verb agreement worksheets. These diverse
approaches cater to different learning styles and ensure that students encounter the
concept in multiple contexts, leading to deeper comprehension and retention.

Fill-in-the-Blanks
This is a classic and highly effective exercise type. Students are presented with sentences
where the verb has been removed, and they must choose the correct verb from a given set
of options or conjugate a verb themselves. For example: "The children ______ in the park.
(play/plays)" This type directly tests their ability to apply the agreement rule in a focused
manner.

Multiple Choice Questions
Similar to fill-in-the-blanks, but with pre-selected options. This format can be less
intimidating for some students and allows for quick assessment. The choices often include
the correct verb and commonly made errors, helping students recognize incorrect
agreement.

Sentence Correction
In these exercises, students are given sentences that contain subject-verb agreement
errors. Their task is to identify the error and rewrite the sentence correctly. This type of
practice is invaluable as it trains students to actively proofread and edit their own writing
for agreement issues.

Sentence Building
Some worksheets may provide a subject and a verb, or even separate words, and ask
students to construct a grammatically correct sentence. This requires them not only to
understand agreement but also to construct a coherent thought.



Identifying Subjects and Verbs
Before applying agreement rules, students must be able to correctly identify the subject
and verb within a sentence. Worksheets may include exercises where students underline
the subject and circle the verb, or label them accordingly, ensuring they have the
foundational skill needed for agreement.

Paragraph Completion
More advanced worksheets might present a short paragraph with missing verbs or incorrect
verb forms. Students then read the paragraph, identify the subjects, and fill in or correct
the verbs to ensure consistent subject-verb agreement throughout the text.

Tips for Using Subject Verb Agreement Worksheets
Effectively
Simply handing out 4th grade subject verb agreement worksheets is often not enough
to guarantee understanding. Educators and parents can significantly enhance the learning
process by employing strategic approaches. These tips focus on making the practice
engaging, informative, and ultimately, successful for the young learners.

Start with the Basics: Before diving into complex scenarios, ensure students have a
firm grasp of simple singular and plural subject-verb agreement.

Explain the "Why": Don't just present the rules; explain why subject-verb agreement
is important for clear communication. Use examples of how incorrect agreement can
cause confusion.

Model the Process: Work through a few examples together, thinking aloud about
how you identify the subject and choose the correct verb.

Use Visual Aids: Highlight the subject in one color and the verb in another on the
worksheets or on a whiteboard to help students visually connect them.

Break Down Complex Sentences: When encountering sentences with intervening
phrases or compound subjects, guide students to isolate the core subject first.

Encourage Self-Correction: After completing exercises, have students review their
answers. Prompt them to explain their choices, especially for answers they got wrong.

Connect to Reading and Writing: Ask students to find examples of correct subject-
verb agreement in their reading material or to consciously apply the rules in their own
writing assignments.

Make it Fun: Gamify the practice. Turn worksheet completion into a friendly
competition or use reward systems for accurate work.



Provide Positive Reinforcement: Praise effort and progress, not just perfect scores.
This builds confidence and encourages perseverance.

Offer Targeted Review: If a student consistently struggles with a particular type of
agreement (e.g., indefinite pronouns), provide extra practice specifically on that area.

Identifying Common Subject Verb Agreement Errors in
4th Grade
Fourth graders, like all learners, are prone to making certain grammatical errors as they
grapple with subject-verb agreement. Recognizing these common pitfalls allows teachers
and parents to provide more targeted support and effective interventions. Awareness of
these issues is the first step toward preventing them.

Ignoring Intervening Phrases
One of the most frequent errors occurs when a student focuses on a noun within a
prepositional phrase rather than the actual subject. For example, in "The box of chocolates
is on the table," a student might mistakenly use "are" because "chocolates" is plural. The
true subject is "box," which is singular.

Confusion with Compound Subjects
While "and" usually creates a plural subject, students sometimes treat compound subjects
as singular, especially if they are familiar concepts or appear to form a single idea. Errors
can also arise with subjects joined by "or" and "nor," where the rule of proximity is
overlooked.

Misinterpreting Indefinite Pronouns
As mentioned earlier, many indefinite pronouns are inherently singular (e.g., "each,"
"everybody," "nobody," "someone"). Students often treat them as plural, leading to
sentences like "Everybody have a good time" instead of "Everybody has a good time."

Errors with Collective Nouns
Collective nouns (e.g., team, class, family) can be tricky because they represent a group of
individuals but are grammatically singular. Students might incorrectly use a plural verb
when the collective noun is acting as a single unit, such as "The team play well" instead of
"The team plays well."



Struggles with Inverted Sentences
Sentences beginning with "there is" or "there are" are notorious for causing agreement
errors. Students often look at the first noun after "there" instead of identifying the subject
that follows, leading to mistakes like "There is many reasons for this" instead of "There are
many reasons for this."

Beyond Worksheets: Reinforcing Subject Verb
Agreement
While 4th grade subject verb agreement worksheets are excellent for focused
practice, reinforcing the concept through various other activities is crucial for true mastery.
Integrating subject-verb agreement into daily learning ensures that it becomes an
automatic grammatical habit.

Reading Aloud
Encouraging students to read their work aloud can help them "hear" grammatical errors,
including subject-verb disagreement. When a sentence sounds awkward, it often signals an
agreement issue that can then be addressed.

Interactive Games
Many online platforms and educational games offer interactive exercises that make
practicing subject-verb agreement fun and engaging. These can include drag-and-drop
activities, quizzes, and sentence-building games.

Peer Review
When students review each other's writing, they develop a critical eye for grammar.
Teaching them to look specifically for subject-verb agreement errors can be a valuable
learning experience for both the reviewer and the writer.

Real-World Application in Writing
The ultimate goal is for students to apply subject-verb agreement correctly in their own
original writing. Encourage them to consciously check for agreement during the revision
process of essays, stories, and other written tasks.

Teacher Feedback
Providing clear, specific feedback on subject-verb agreement errors in student writing is
essential. Pointing out the error and explaining the correct form helps students learn from



their mistakes and improve their future work.

Conclusion
Equipping fourth graders with a solid understanding of subject-verb agreement is a
foundational step towards developing confident and competent writers. The targeted
practice offered by 4th grade subject verb agreement worksheets provides an
accessible and effective way to build this essential grammar skill. By employing a variety of
exercises, understanding common errors, and integrating these worksheets into a broader
learning strategy, educators and parents can significantly boost a student's ability to
communicate clearly and precisely. This foundational skill will serve them well not only in
their academic pursuits but throughout their lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is subject-verb agreement for 4th graders?
Subject-verb agreement means that the verb in a sentence must match the subject in
number. If the subject is singular, the verb is singular. If the subject is plural, the verb is
plural. For example, 'The dog barks' (singular subject, singular verb) vs. 'The dogs bark'
(plural subject, plural verb).

Why are subject-verb agreement worksheets important
for 4th graders?
These worksheets help 4th graders solidify their understanding of a fundamental grammar
concept. Practicing with them builds confidence in constructing grammatically correct
sentences, which is essential for clear written and spoken communication.

What common errors do 4th graders make with subject-
verb agreement?
Common errors include using a plural verb with a singular subject (e.g., 'He run') or a
singular verb with a plural subject (e.g., 'They runs'). They might also struggle with irregular
verbs or subjects that are compound or separated by phrases.

What types of exercises are typically found on 4th
grade subject-verb agreement worksheets?
Worksheets often include filling in the blank with the correct verb form, choosing the
correct verb from two options, identifying subject-verb agreement errors, and rewriting
sentences to correct agreement issues.



How can parents or teachers use subject-verb
agreement worksheets effectively?
Teachers can use them for guided practice, independent work, or homework. Parents can
use them for reinforcement at home, working through examples together and discussing
the rules.

What are some tips for making subject-verb agreement
practice more engaging for 4th graders?
Incorporate fun themes, use fill-in-the-blank sentences about their favorite animals or
hobbies, or turn it into a game like a 'verb hunt' where they find and correct agreement
errors.

Do subject-verb agreement worksheets cover irregular
verbs for 4th graders?
Yes, many comprehensive worksheets for 4th grade will include exercises on common
irregular verbs, such as 'is/are,' 'was/were,' and 'has/have,' as these are frequently
encountered.

How do compound subjects affect subject-verb
agreement, and are these covered in 4th grade
worksheets?
Compound subjects joined by 'and' are usually plural and take a plural verb (e.g., 'The cat
and dog play'). Those joined by 'or' or 'nor' take a verb that agrees with the subject closest
to it. Yes, many 4th grade worksheets introduce these concepts.

What is the difference between singular and plural
subjects in the context of 4th grade grammar?
A singular subject refers to one person, place, thing, or idea (e.g., 'girl,' 'city,' 'book'). A
plural subject refers to more than one (e.g., 'girls,' 'cities,' 'books'). Worksheets will focus on
making verbs match these singular or plural subjects.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to 4th-grade subject-verb agreement, each starting with "i"
and followed by a short description:

1. i Speak in Complete Sentences: Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement
This engaging workbook guides fourth graders through the fundamental rules of subject-
verb agreement. It breaks down complex concepts into manageable lessons with clear
examples and plenty of practice exercises. Students will learn to identify subjects and
verbs, understand singular and plural forms, and confidently apply agreement rules in their



writing. The colorful layout and fun activities make mastering grammar an enjoyable
experience.

2. i Connect Verbs to Subjects: A 4th Grade Grammar Adventure
Embark on a grammar adventure where the main goal is to perfectly connect verbs with
their subjects. This book uses a narrative approach, weaving grammatical concepts into
exciting stories and scenarios. Through relatable characters and engaging plots, children
will discover the importance of verb agreement in making sentences clear and
understandable. It's designed to build a strong foundation for more advanced writing skills.

3. i Align My Actions: Subject-Verb Agreement Practice for Young Learners
This practice-focused book is packed with worksheets designed specifically for fourth
graders learning subject-verb agreement. It offers a variety of exercises, including fill-in-
the-blanks, sentence correction, and sentence creation, all reinforcing correct verb usage.
The progression of difficulty ensures that students build confidence as they master each
concept. It's an excellent resource for reinforcing classroom learning or for independent
study.

4. i Understand the Agreement: Simple Steps to Correct Verb Usage
This straightforward guide simplifies the often-tricky concept of subject-verb agreement for
fourth graders. It presents the rules in clear, concise language with abundant, age-
appropriate examples. The book emphasizes understanding the "why" behind the rules,
fostering a deeper comprehension of sentence structure. It’s ideal for students who benefit
from a step-by-step, easy-to-follow approach.

5. i Guarantee Grammar: Subject-Verb Agreement Made Easy
Guaranteed to make subject-verb agreement accessible, this book is tailored for the fourth-
grade curriculum. It utilizes visual aids, such as charts and diagrams, to illustrate
agreement principles. The exercises are designed to build automaticity in applying rules,
moving from basic identification to more complex sentence structures. Mastering this
essential grammar skill will set students up for success in all their academic writing.

6. i Build Strong Sentences: Subject-Verb Agreement for 4th Grade
Focusing on the building blocks of clear communication, this book helps fourth graders
construct grammatically sound sentences. It provides targeted practice in subject-verb
agreement, ensuring that verbs correctly match their subjects in number. The activities are
designed to improve sentence fluency and coherence, making written work more polished
and professional. Students will gain the confidence to express their ideas effectively.

7. i Polish My Prose: Essential Subject-Verb Agreement for Young Writers
Elevate your writing with this essential guide to subject-verb agreement, perfect for fourth
graders. The book offers targeted drills and engaging activities that hone the skill of
matching verbs with subjects. It addresses common errors and provides clear explanations
for each rule, empowering students to eliminate mistakes. This resource is dedicated to
helping young writers produce clear, precise, and impactful sentences.

8. i Master My Verbs: Subject-Verb Agreement Workbook for 4th Grade
This comprehensive workbook is designed to help fourth graders achieve mastery in
subject-verb agreement. It offers a wide array of practice opportunities, from identifying
singular and plural subjects to correctly conjugating verbs in various tenses. The book is
structured to build a solid understanding of agreement, ensuring that students can apply



these rules confidently in their writing and speaking. It’s a go-to resource for consistent skill
development.

9. i Write with Confidence: Subject-Verb Agreement Fundamentals
Build essential writing confidence with this book that focuses on the fundamentals of
subject-verb agreement. Tailored for fourth graders, it demystifies the rules and provides
ample practice to reinforce correct usage. Students will learn to identify the subject of a
sentence and ensure the verb agrees in number, leading to clearer and more effective
written communication. This book aims to instill a strong sense of grammatical accuracy.
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